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PEE FACE. 


The Memoies of Sm Jopin Eeeesby (so called) were first 
published in the year 1734; they were reprinted in 
1813. About two years ago the original manuscript 
from which they were derived came into the posses¬ 
sion of the Trustees of the British Museum, and it 
was found, upon comparing it with the printed version, 
that not only had great alterations been made in 
Heresby’s language and manner of narration, but also 
that much interesting matter had been altogether 
omitted. The present edition has been undertaken to 
supply these omissions, and to restore the exact words of 
the writer,-^with the result, it may unhesitatingly be 
said, of producing a substantially new work. 

Among the valuable family papers preserved at 
Spencer House, St. James’s, is an interesting series of 
letters from Sir John Eeresby to the Marquis of Halifax, 
the use of which in the preparation of this volume was 
most courteously allowed by Earl Spencer. Extracts 
from these letters will be found in the notes. The 
editor is also under great obhgations to Mr. Edward A. 
Bond, of the British Museum, in whose custody the 
Eeresby papers now are, for the facilities afforded him in 
transcribing those manuscripts. 
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The design of what I write here is not ‘ Genus jactare.’ 
It is a mean thing to endeavour to raise oneself higher by 
standing upon the shoulders of the living, or on the tombs 
of the dead. 

Perit omnis in Hlo 

Nohilitas cujus Laus eat in origin e sola. 

That person’s honour cannot he long-lived 

Which only from his pedigree’s derived. 

And yet a good extraction doth add lustre to personal 
merit: 

Quern genus et genius nohilitant est vere nohilia. 

B 

V 



but an accessary to virtue. 

The true reasons of digesting these records of our 
family into the following method were these :— 

To instruct posterity as well as the living, how long 
it hath pleased Providence to continue us in the same 
name and place, and-to incite them thereby so to demean 
themselves according to the rules of conscience and honour 
as to obtain a longer continuance of the same mercy. 

To save such the labour of turning over a great many 
obscure papers, as are curious to know what hath passed 
in their family, and that please themselves (as I have 
done) with ‘ Olim meminisse,’ 

To preserve memorials of some things of use as well 
as of curiosity, which age as Avell as wmnt of care to pre¬ 
serve hath near already consumed. 

Ealph de Eeresby,' of Ashover, co. Derby, married 
Margaret, daughter of Sir Ealph de Normanville, and sis¬ 
ter and heiress of Adam de ISTormanville, in right of whom 
the manor of Thrybergh, the lordship of Brinsford, &c., 
came into the Eeresby family diming the reign of Henry III, 
A deed dated 1349 is the first that mentions the altar 
of Saint Leonard, the tutelar Saint of Thrybergh, accord¬ 
ing to the custom of Eoinan rites. Tradition will have 
him to have been one of the family of Eeresby, and con¬ 
veys to us a long story concerning him, the substance of 
which is this :—That one Leonard de Eeresby, serving his 
prince in the holy war, was taken prisoner by the Saracens, 
and thgre detained captive nearly seven years ; that his 
wife, according to the law of the land, was towards being 
married to another; that being apprehensive of this 
accident, by the power of prayer he was miraculously 
delivered and insensibly conveyed with shackles and gyves 
or fetters upon his limbs, and laid upon the East Hill 














I shall not imdcrtuku eltlior to (‘.oimnciit or extenuate 
upon this story, cither to make it more or less ])robal)le. 
Only this I must say, superstition gave such credit either 
to this or the like story, that an ancient cross remains to 
this da}?’ upon the same Ihist Hill, though defaced in the 
late time, called St. Leonard’s Cross ; the chure.h of Thry- 
bergh and the great bell are dedicated to St. Leonard; 
his picture in chains and h'ttcrs was in the churc-h window 
till of late broken down; and, as some will have it, his 
festival observed in the family on Whit-Suuday, and his 
fetters preserved in the house till my great-grandfather, 
Sir Thomas llcresby’s time; when in liis absence they 
were converted into ploughshares by his wife’s orders. 

This Sir Thomas was the grandson of Lionel Eeresby, 
second son and heir of Thomas Eeresby, who mariied 
Anne, daughter of Eobert Swift, of Eotiierham, Esquire. 
Traclitiou tells us that '^rhomas Eerc'sby had contrae,ted a 
vast debt upon the estate, wliicii Lionel by bis discreet 
inanagementaiul his wife’s portion (whicii was greater than 
ordinary for tliose days) diil not only cleiir, but lie con¬ 
siderably addcid to the paterna.1 (vstate by new purcliases. 

Lionel Eei’esby had Thomas, Ea]})h, William, and 
Leonard, who married tlit; daugliter of Thomas Hard¬ 
wick, of Pottenie.wlon, near lieeds, and had issue an only 
daughter called Iklitha, whom Eruiuhs Tindall, of Brother- 
ton, Esq., married williout h(*r father’s (sonsont, having by 
her £500 per annum land of inheritance and several 
children; the heir of the family conlinucB there to this 
day. This Leonard died at the parsonage in Earnborough, 
whieh he had in farm. 

Of Lionel’s eight daugliter.s, Idlen married to Murma- 
diike Tyrwliitt, a younger sfin of Tyrwhitt, of Kcbtlcby, 


Thomas Pilkington, of Bradley, Esquire, whose only 
daughter married Eamsden of Byrom, grandfather to the 
aforesaid John Eamsden; Barbara married, secondly, 
Eobert Savile, of Methley. 

It is a great sign of good conduct of a good estate and 
reputation for a man to be able to marry eight daughters 
to husbands of good fortune and quality. 

Thomas Eeresby, son and heir of Lionel, married 
Margaret, daughter of Thomas Babington, Esquire, by 
whom he had Thomas, who succeeded him; Erancis, a 
commander in the Low Countries, where he died; William, 
intended for a clergyman, but would make no scholar. 
He lived with his aunt Coupledike, who left him £100, 
which he spent many years before he dikl, and chiefly in 
good fellowship. He died at Tlmybergh, a little handsome 
old man, within my memory. G-odfrey, fifth son of 
Thomas, brought up to the law, had a son William, killed 
in an engagement at Ellburn, in Derbyshire, in the civil 
wars; and another, Erancis, a volunteer in Prince Eupert’s 
troop, and afterwards Major in Sir Philip Monckton’s 
regiment of horse, who continued in the war till the last. 
He was, after the war seemed ended, one of the principal 
persons with Colonel Morris at the taking of Pontefract 
Castle. 


Tradition says that Thomas Eeresby was a good land¬ 
lord, lived hospitably, was diligent and knowing in the 
offlce of justice of the peace. As to his person, he was 
of a middle stature, strong made, with brown hair and 
red beard, rather lean than fat, long faced but a good as¬ 
pect ; his wife was a handsome woman, fair haired, of a 
middle stature, as may be discovered by their pictures in 
the gallery. He died about the year 1587. 

Thomas, his eldest son, was knighted by Queen Eliza¬ 
beth about the fortieth year of her reign. 














accompcaiiying iny Lord Lovel, .sent anno 1593 Ambassador 
into Scotland, an humour to live high at the lirst, which 
he did not abate as his fortune dec.reased; liis quarrel with 
Sir William Wentworth, and his giving him a box on the 
ear at Eotlierharn Sessions upon tlie bench, and his build¬ 
ings, &c. lie was Sheriir of Derbyshire, which olfico ho 
was reported to have performed at too prodigal a rate, in 
the year 1613. I find among old papers a bill of Hire for 
provisions at the Ijcnt Assij'.es with this superscription upon 
it in Sir Thomas’s own luind :—‘The Steward’s appoint¬ 
ment for Lent Assi^^es at Derby, whcnlwasSlieriiribr that 
county,’ wherein I lind 15 several sorts of fowl, among 
others young swans, knots, herns, bitterns, &c., three 
venison pasties appointed for every meal, 13 several 
sorts of sea fish, 14 several sorts of frcsli-watcr Ixsli, 
each appointed to be ordered a diHbreiit way, &c. An¬ 
other great oci'asion of his t'.xiiensc was his great charge 
of children and great attendance, sildom going to church 
or from home witliout a great nuiny followers in blue 
coats and badges, and beyond the usual number for men 
of Ihs quality and Ibrtuuc. 

Ilis ill management set aside, he was certainly a fine 
gentleman, both lus to person and })arts. I to was very 
tall, well shaped, his face was handsome and manly, and 
he was well bclinved. Ilis conversation was pleasant and 
witty, and his company very acxu'ptable to persons of the 
best quality of his neighbourhood, especially George, the 
great Earl of Shrewsbury, then most commonly resident 
either at Shcirield or Worksop manors. I had the 
greatest part of this cliaracter of him not only from those 
that knew him and had lived with him as his servants, 
hut from the late old Duke of NeweasLlc, who was 


n p was ueibaj.uj.y a mau ui gxeai uuuu-agv^, 
expressed it not seasonably in giving Sir William Went¬ 
worth (father to the first Earl of Strafibrcl) a box on the 
ear upon the bench at the General Sessions, held at 
Eotherham, the 8th of October, anno 41 Elizabeth. 
The whole narrative of this matter came lately to my 
hands as it was represented by Sir William Wentworth’s 
friends to the then Earl of Shrewsbury, and since 
found amongst the said earl’s papers. The short of 
which is as follows: That in the 3yth year of the Queen 
Elizabeth a dispute happening between them as to some 
proprietorship of lands in Hooton Eoberts, Sir Thomas 
Eeresby sent his uncle, Leonard Eeresby, to the said 
Wentworth to let him know that he was informed that 
the said Wentworth had challenged him, and which, 
if true, the said Wentworth was a har and a coward; and 
further, that on Thursday after he migl.it find Sir Thomas 
in a close of his own in Hooton aforesaid, with one 
servant with him, if he had aught to say to him. To 
whom Wentworth answered that such snares could not 
catch him, and advised Mr. Leonard Eeresby to advise 
Sir Thomas to live at home in peace like a gentleman; 
but sent two gentlemen the day appointed to the place, 
where they found Sir Thomas, to acquaint him that the 
said Sir William Wentworth had no malice nor quarrel 
to him. Two years after, on the 8th of October, 41 
Elizabeth, they both meeting on the bench at Eotherham 
Sessions, there happened a dispute concerning the return 
of juries and concerning the escape of a person out of 
the stocks, whether negligent or voluntary, between the 
two knights, which at the last flew so high that Sir 
Thomas told Sir William, ‘ In thy teeth, thou art a rascal, 
a villain, and darest not draw a sword. I sent thee a 
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cliallenge before tliis whicli thou durst not acceptto 
which -Sir William replying that he said untruly, herein 
Sir .Thomas smote him on the face with his hand, and 
after pulled him so hard by the ears tliat he made them 
bleed ; the servants, then espousing their masters’ quarrel, 
drew their daggers, insomuch that the rest of the justices 
had made much ado to keep the peace in the court, 
and to hinder Sir Thomas following Sir William when he 
went to his inn. However, Sir Thomas waylaid him in a 
street where he used to pass homewards, but Sir William 
not going that way Sir Thomas returned to the bench. 
For this Sir Thomas was hned 1,000/. in the Star Chamber; 
but not having paid it all till King James came into 
England, he obtained the King’s general pardon under 
the great seal, which released the remainder. For this he 
was also put out of commission of the peace as I sup¬ 
pose, for I find no mention of his name in the books of 
the Clerk of the Peace after that time.^ 

Some say that being a man of a high spirit, and his 
lady (who had changed her religion to papist) not so ob- 

^ Ono piece of evidence rclatinj^ to this alluiv, and preserved among tlie Star 
Cliainber Proceedings, 42 JOlizabotL, is wortb (quoting. 'Richard Wortle}'-, 
of Wortloy, co. Yorlc, aged 89 years or thereabouts, deposed tliat Sir 
Thomas Rerosby andlMr. Wentworth, falling into further speeches concern¬ 
ing the escape of ono Slack out of the stocks, being then a matter in question 
at the said sessions, and differing in opinion whether the same were n wilful 
or negligent escape, and multiplying words thereabouts, Mr. Wentwortli in 
conclusion told Sir Thomas Rerosby that he was an ass, whereat Sir Thomas 
Rerosby seemed much discontontod, but yet forbore to malco disturbance in 
the court, and wished the said Mr. Wentworth to forbear suck provocations 
in that place. But yet, notwithstanding, the said Mr. Wentworth proceeded 
on in further terms, and in conclusion pressing on with a stern countenance 
near to Sir Thomas hia face, told Sir Thomas that he lied, whereat Sir 
Thomas Roresby, tu tlio imagination of this deponent, stood unresolved what 
to do (the place considered and the indignity oirored). And Mr. Wentworth 
pressing towards him again, the said Sir Thomas thrust out his arm, and 
(as this dcpojient takoth it) llirted up his heard, or touched his nose, with 
his hand, whereupon Mr. Wentworth struck the said Sir Thomas with his 
fist, and divens of Mr. Wentworth’s men approached to the place with their 
swords or rapiers drawn, whereupon ho, this deponent, did then interpose 
himself between them and pacified the matter ns soon as he could,’ &;c. 


sicKness she never would vjsit him (as one of two women 
told me) till he was past recovery, and she then persuaded 
him to go to a house he had at hlewark for change of air, 
where he died in May, 1619, when about 55 years of 
age. 

The lady Eeresby, widow, kept possession of Thry- 
berg Hall for some time, till Sir George, her son, coming 
from Ickles to make her a visit, and finding her'abroad, 
shut the doors and kept the possession till he died, which 
his mother to return, being then at Derby, and hearing 
Sir' George was sick, sent her gentlewoman, Mrs. Skinner, 
(who told me the story), under pretence of enquiring after 
his health, to get him arrested, which was performed by 
two bailiffs which attended on Mrs. Skinner as servants as 
Sir George lay sick in bed. This lady lived afterwards 
at Chesterfield and last at London, where she married 
again one Sir Simeon Steward, but disowned him after¬ 
wards, nor was he able to prove the marriage. Then she 
last married one Mr. BaUard, who had a competent estate, 
which he spent whilst her husband, and then died ,* but 
she lived till about eighty years of age, and lies buried in 
the chapel of Somerset House in the Strand. She was a 
woman of wit, but of a masculine spirit, a too great lover 
of sack as she grew in years, and unfortimate both to her 
husband, her son, and her family. 

Sir George Eeresby, knight, eldest son and heir of 
Sir Thomas (christened after George, Earl of Shrewsbmy) 
married Ehzabeth, second daughter of John Tam worth, 
squire of the body to Queen Elizabeth, w^hen about the 
age of eighteen years; he was knighted in 1614. His 
father gave him private education and not much learning, 
though he could not but be very capable of it, having (as 
appears by the character of those who knew him, as also 
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that Sir George lived at tlie Icldes for the most part that 
his father lived, and it is said that tliere was not that 
warmth of affection between the father and son that ought 
to have been, for I have heard that Sir Thomas was jealous 
that Sir George desired his death, and that he expressed 
it by taking my father, then very young, in his arms and 
saying, ‘ He might possibly live to revenge his quarrel,’ 
which was construed to wish the same to Sir George. 
After the death of Sir Thomas Eeresby, Sir George came 
to make his mother a visit at Thrybergh, when finding 
that she was gone out of the house, he shut to the door 
and kept her out of possession all the time of his hfe, as 
before related. By his death Sir John Eeresby, his son, 
compounding with Ms grandmother to pay so much yearly 
for her life out of the whole estate as her jointure, this 
unfortunate dispute died out. Hor would Sir George have 
been able to defend it so long had not Sir Simon Steward 
of tlie Isle of Ely (who pretended to be married to the 
said lady Eeresby, relict of Sir Thomas) released all the 
title, claim, &c., that he or Ms lady had in the said lands 
to Sir George, by deed bearing date Sept. 10,1020, which 
was so ill resented by the lady (amongst other things) that 
she denied her inmTiage with Sir Simeon, which was, it 
seemed, so privately performed by a priest (if at all) that 
it could never be proved, as I have said before. 

Sir George was remarkable for being expensive in 
clothes and in his journeys, but a great manager at 
home. He was thought to have money by him when he 
died, but he sold more than he bought for the family. 
As to his person ho was very tall and handsome (as ap¬ 
pears by his picture at length), brown hair and a rod 
beard. lie never took any public employment upon him 



ne was rjuriea hi uutiu 

Sir Tamwortli Eeresby, third son of Sir George, was 
lieiitenant-colonel for the King in my lord of Newcastle’s 
army under Colonel Aire, of Hastop, in his regiment of 
foot, afterwards major to his regiment of horse, where he 
continued till AUerton Moor fight; there, the King’s 
party being routed, he escaped and continued in the 
garrison at Basing House till it was taken and himself 
Sso, wounded in his head and several parts of his body, 
and sent prisoner to Ely House in London. He con¬ 
tinued there four months, till by the favour of a woman 
whose house joined to the chamber where he lay, he 
broke a passage into her house and escaped in woman’s 
apparel, fled to the King at Oxford, where he continued 
to the end of the war. 

He married Mrs. Mary Preston, widow of William 
Mohns, of Sherfield Court in Hampshire, Esquire, who had 
a good jointure and the management of her son’s estate 
till of age. After the King’s return he was knighted, and 
my grandmother at her death settled all the lands of 
inheritance then in her power upon him, excepting what 
she gave to her youngest son as is before mentioned. His 
lady died about fourteen years ago, and the knight is yet 
a healthful handsome man. He continues a widower, lives 
constantly in London, and follows the diversions of a 
much younger man; at tliis time, being in the year 1679, 
he is above sixty years of age. 

Besides other sons, of whom little beyond their births 
is recorded. Sir George had four daughters :— 

Mary Eeresby, a fine person of a woman by relation. 
She died the first Christmas after my father was married ; 
found herself ill as she was dancing, went presently to her 
chamber, and died suddenly, which I the rather mention 
to show tlie uncertainty of this life. 
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husband, who was a younger son of Sir John Horner, of 
Somersetshire, his name Edward Horner, to whom she 
had several children ; but they died all young except one 
daughter, called Tamworth Horner, married to Sir Eoger 
Martin, of Suffolk, to whom she hath borne many children. 

The said Lady Elizabeth Eoljambe, outliving her 
second husband, married the Lord Monson, Viscount 
Castlemaine, for her third, one of the Long Parliament in 
the late unhappy times, and one of the King’s judges, to 
whom she had one daughter, as yet not married. At his 
new Majesty’s return, though this Lord Monson escaped 
the sentence of death, yet he was drawn to Tyburn 
upon a sledge with others under the same condemnation, 
was degraded from his titles, forfeited all his own estate, 
and was adjudged to prison during life, which he ended 
in the King’s Bench not many years after. However, the 
king was graciously pleased at my intercession, and out of 
consideration that my family had ever been loyal and 
faithful to the Crown, to restore his lady and my aunt to 
lier title of Vice-Countess Castlemaine, and to tal^e place 
accordingly, which she enjoys at this day. 

This third husband being dead, she married Adam 
Eelton, Esq., son and heir of Sir Henry Felton of Suffolk, 
for her fourth husband, with whom she lives now at her 
house in Bury. 

Diana, who behaved herself disobediently to her 
mother, which was a great affliction to her. She married 
one Keeble, son to a great lawyer in the late times, and, as 
I take, a judge; but she approved so little of her husband 
the next day that she would never own him for her 
husband. When she died she had near three thousand 
pounds, for which few of her relations were the better. 
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Sir John Eeresby, son and heir of Sir George, was 
created Baronet upon the 16th day of May, 1642, married 
Francis, daughter of Edmond Yarburgh, of Snaith Hall, 
in the county of York, Esquire. He was born in April, 
1611. Sir George Eeresby finding the defect of scholar¬ 
ship in himself, repaired it as to the education of his 
eldest son, whom he brought up at school, and sent hinx 
to Cambridge, where he had continued near three years 
fellow commoner in Jesus College, when he was forced, 
to return home upon the death of his father, being then, 
near eighteen years of age. His condition as to his 
present fortune was narrow at the time of his marriage, 
and for some years after, so that his exceeding the limits 
of his fortune, and his sale both of land and wood, may 
seem the more excusable. 

He was a lover of hawks for some time, but he left 
that off soon after and kept beagles, and was weary oi 
them after a short trial, but was ever constant to his gar¬ 
den. When the Scotch -war broke out, my father was 
major in the militia regiment within the wapentake oi 
Strafford and Tickhill and the other liundred adjoining, 
the colonel of it at that time being Sir George Wentworth, 
and in the year 1639 he marched to York, where the 
regiment was appointed to rendezvous in order to theix 
going to fight the Scots; but the peace being concluded, 
he went no further. This voyage, however, Avas very un¬ 
fortunate to him both upon the account of the expense, 

and an ill aecident that befel him, which was this :_ 

He being in company with, Sir William Eookshy, a 
captain in the same regiment, and one other gentleman in a 
tavern in York, a gentleman unknown to any in the coixx- 
pany, being something in drink, would force himself intc 
the room, and there behaved himself so abusively th a 1 






















was tried as guilty of Ins death, but was acquitted by the 
jury, the cliirurgeon tliat had liim in care deposing upon 
oath at tlie trial that he died of a disease which ho had 
excessively upon him, and not of the wound in his lu^ad. 

In the year 1642, when that unhappy war began be¬ 
tween the King and railiamcnt, though his own ])rinciples 
led him to be loyal, most of the gentlemen of the neigh¬ 
bourhood taking up arms for the Parliament, lie consi¬ 
dered for some time how to declare himself; but at tho 
last was active in the commission of array to raise men 
for the King, was with my Lord Newcastle in his army, 
and in several of the King’s garrisons at York, Newark, 
&c., yet he would never accept of any command. How¬ 
ever, he was as much exposed in his estate, and sometimes 
in his person, as those whose titles of command made 
them more active, till his being taken ]')risoner secured 
him in some measure from the danger of the latter, 
thoiigli not of the first. Ilie manner of his being taken, 
was in Braniley, as he was travelling in the niglit from 
Newark to his own house to see my motlicj*, where a 
])arty of horse coming to quarter mot him, and one of 
them clapping a pistol to his breast hid him stand and 
declare who he was, which he refusing to do, and putting 
spurs to his liorse, the soldier had sliot him, but that by 
Providence the pistol only fired in the pan, and did not 
discharge. However, being pursued by the whole party, 
he was stopped at a gate, and forced to surrender himsedf 
prisoner. Being taken, he was conveyed to the Lord 
Pairfax (then general of the Parliament forces) who com¬ 
mitted him for some time; but at the last, by tho inter¬ 
cession of friends, was prevailed with to make his own 
house his prison, to which he was strictly confined and 
under very severe penalties. 



routed, and most of the garrisons surrendered into the 
Parliament’s hands, he obtained leave to go to London to 
compound for his estate, which was under sequestration; 
but finding when he came there that he could not effect 
it without taking certain oaths which his conscience would 
not allow of (the Covenant being one), he returned re 
inf ectd ; and calling by the way at my lord Allington’s, in. 
Cambridgeshire, whom he called brother (they being dear 
friends) as appears by the kind letters that passed betweeu 
them, he there got a surfeit of oysters, which, with his 
journey, put him into a fever, of which he died a fort¬ 
night after his return home, in April, 1646. I remem¬ 
ber (though I was then but twelve years old) that he 
desired my mother not to trouble herself that he had 
not succeeded in his business, since he was returned with, 
this comfort both to her and himself—of bringing witK 
him a safe conscience. 

As to his person he was certainly one of the hand¬ 
somest men of his time, tall, straight, and vrell propor¬ 
tioned ; his face very good but manlike, his hair brown and. 
thick ; his mien gentle but haughty, insomuch that many 
that knew him adjudged him proud at the first sight, but 
found him very obhging when once acquainted with Ifini. 
He was extremely active, danced in perfection, leaped 
farther than most men, as King Charles the First did 
acknowledge, when he leaped with him at Doncaster, going 
then into Scotland. He seldom used his stirrup to mount 
his horse, but vaulted upon him, and would fi-equently 
leap into the saddle. 

He was not less happy as to his inside than his out. 
Having an extraordinary intellect, a solid judgment, and 
a facetious wit, a handsome confidence, but a little subject 
to stammer or rather speak his words thick if in passion 
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to whicli he was something prompt, though it was 
presently past, for he was of an extraordinary good 
nature. 

Great lamentation was made for him at his death, by 
the country foreseeing how much he must be wanted in 
several respects, especially as to the office of justice of the 
peace; as to which he was both diligent and knowing, as 
maybe seen by some charges left behind him which he 
gave at the sessions. 

He was learned both in the Greek and Latin tongues, 
read and wrote much, as may appear by several things 
of his composure and written by his own hand now in 
my custody, especially some letters, a Book of Characters, 
which are very ingenious, some verses, &c. But he is 
chiefly to be read in his excellent book of essays or of 
advice to his children, especially to me his eldest son, 
which he thus dedicates :— 

PATERN^ ADMONITIONBS DB RATIONS BENE VIVENDI 
PATRIS AMANTISSIMI PILIIS SIBI CARISSIMIS PRECIPIJE 
NATU MAXIMO ET PRIMO GENITO 

JOHANNI EERESBEO 

DICAT 

I need say nothing in commendation of that book. I 
hope it will remain in the family many ages, to commend 
itself and its author. I only pray that posterity of this 
family may have as much ingenuity and virtuous inclina¬ 
tions to pursue those rules, as he had knowledge, piety, 
and tender affection to prescribe and direct them. 

My mother, as I have said before, was daughter of 
Edmond Yarburgh, of Snaith Hall,Esq., who had also is¬ 
sue Sir Nicholas Yarburgh ; Thomas Yarburgh, Esq., of 
Campsall, barrister-at-law, a gentleman of great knowledge 
in the statute and civil laws, and of considerable use and 
assistance both to his friends and country, especially in 




This branch was descended from the family of Yar- 
burgh, of Yarburgh, in Lincolnshire, the first line where¬ 
of being now extinct, it is since become the inheritance 
of Sir Thomas Yarburgh, son and heir of Sir Nicholas 
aforesaid. My mother brought a portion of between 
three or four thousand pounds to this family, and was a 
woman extraordinarily handsome, endowed with a great 
share both of wit and judgment, was an affectionate wife, 
a tender mother to her children, and understood that 
difficult mean in her expenses of doing everything with a 
good appearance and yet with good management, which 
was manifest by her paying 300/. of my father’s debts in 
five years’ time of her widowhood and hving plentifully 
at Thrybergh all the time out of no great estate. There 
was but one thing to be objected in her particular, which 
was her second marriage, having so many children at the 
same time; and yet she was the more excusable in this 
that she married a gentleman of a competent estate, one 
that proved kind and just to herself and children; as also 
that she was but a young widow when she changed her 
condition.* She married James Moyser, of Beverley, Esq., 
to whom she had issue four sons and one daughter, 
John Moyser, the youngest, only surviving at this day. 
This Lady Eeresby died at Beverley, and was buried at 
Thrybergh upon the 7th day of September, 1668. 

Sir John Eeresby had issue John, christened after the 
same Lord John Darcy that was godfather to my father, Sir 
Francis Foljambe and my grandmother Yarburgh being 
sponsors upon the 21st April, 1634, and born the 14tb. 
April, between seven and eight o’clock in the morning. 
Tamworth died young. Edmond, first bound apprentice 
to Alderman Colomin, of London, a wholesale woollen- 
draper, where having served his time, not having suffii- 
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cient stock to set up, and his genius being more inclined 
to a military employment, he trailed a pike for some 
years in the King s own regiment of Guards, till by some 
interest of mine, but chiefly by his own merit, having 
ever been remarkably diligent in the employment, the 
King gave him a colour, and since that having very well 
behaved himself at sea in all the engagements in the 
three several wars between us and the Dutch, he was 
advanced to be a heutenant and stands fair at this day 
for a company, upon the first vacancy. He is taU, well 
proportioned and handsome, a man well esteemed by his 
fellow-soldiers and all that know liim, both for his courage 
and good nature. He was born March 28, 1636. 

George, born at Snaith; he lived to be a handsome 
youth, and died young. 

Jervase, born the 6th of November, 1640; little, but 
well proportioned, one of an active and ingenious spirit. 
He served his time with a Spanish merchant, and though 
his stock was but little at his coming out of his time, he 
gained that good repute amongst the Spanish merchants 
in London by his diligent and honest deahng at his first 
going to be merchant at Cadiz, that at this day few 
persons abroad live with more reputation or do more 
business than himself. He and I did so much resemble 
each other that we have sometimes been taken for one 
another. 

Francis died young. 

Yarburgh, born the 28th of August, 1645, was 
brought up a scholar, studied divinity at St. John’s 
College in Cambridge, where he was first scholar of 
the house, and hath since been fellow for many years ; 
hath been five years in orders this 10th of JSTovember, 
1679 ; hath commenced Bachelor of Divinity, is Univer¬ 
sity Preacher, and parson of Thrybergh. 

He had daughters: Bridget, that died young; Ehza- 
beth, born the 4th of October, 1643, who lives yet uii- 


(iocl tor disposing and enaDling mem xo oenave xnem- 
selves so well in their respective stations in this world; a 
mercy not only to themselves hut to me also, who am 
concerned from affection as well as relation in their good 
fortune. 
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I WAS born April the 14th, Anno Domini 1634, be¬ 
tween seven and eight in the morning, in the great 
chamber of Thrybergh Hall, in the West Hiding of the 
county of York; the first son of Sir John Eeresby, 
Bart., by Prances his wife, daughter of Edmond Yar- 
burgh, of Snaith Hall, Esquire. 

By a fall from the window I disjointed my left knee 
at two years old, which being concealed and neglected at 
the first, could never after be reduced; but being active, 
by exercise (as I grew up), it became nearly as useful 
to me as the other, in dancing,'fencing, or any other action 
performed with moderation. My father died at the age 
of thirty-five years, in 1646, having been taken prisoner 
two years before by the Parliament’s party, and confined 
to his own house ; leaving me, then twelve years of age, 
with four sons more and one daughter, to the care of an 
affectionate mother. He died indebted 1,200Z., besides 
the sale of between two and three hundred pounds per 
annum; not through ill-husbandry, but by reason of the 
war and the narrowness of his then present fortune, 


stood in. the park. As the late unfortunate King 
Charles the First passed by Eotherham (brought back 
by the Parhament forces when sold by the treacherous 
Scots), my mother sent me to wait upon him, who said I 
was the son of an honest man. 

I hved in the country, and was instructed at home by 
a tutor that lived in the house, till near the age of fifteen ; 
by this time my mother had paid my father’s debt, and 
then .went to hve at London, taking me, my second 
brother and sister along with her (she being then about 
thirty-four years of age, and very handsome); so that her 
greater than usual expense in her way of hving, and her 
second marriage a few years after, were the more excusable. 

l:^ot long before my coming up to London I had 
broken my left thigh in two places, which was perfectly 
recovered at that time. I was so great a lover of music 
that from eight years of age I played all the tunes I could 
sing upon the violin without being taught, and soon 
learnt any tune that I heard. At London my brother 
Edmond and myself were put to school in Whitefriars, 
where I soon found the disadvantage of learning at 
home, many boys much younger than myself being much 
better scholars. We continued there six months, and 
then went to a school in Enfield Chace, where we were 
instructed in Latin, French, writing, and dancing. I con¬ 
tinued there two years, which time I endeavoured to 
employ as well as ’twas possible to repair that which I 
had lost before, whereby I carnet o a very passable pro¬ 
ficiency in Latin, Greek, rhetoric, &c. The only defect 
of the school was scarcity of diet, which was none to me, 
my master’s sister (that took a particular kindness to me) 
repairing that want by sufiering me to eat when I pleased. 
It had been wondered at by some (I being above seven- 






















SIR JOHN RERESBY. 


23 


teen years of age at my coming from school, and fit for 
the University some months before) that I was persuaded 
to abide there so long; but my mother’s averseness to 
remove me sooner (re-married at that time to James 
Moyser, Esq., a very handsome gentleman, but of an 
indifferent fortune), made me wilhngly comply with her 
pleasure ; and for this reason of my own besides, to be as 
perfect as the school could make me. 

September 2nd, 1G51, I first went from school to Thry- 
bergh, where I continued with my mother four months, 
and soon after was admitted of Trinity College in Cam¬ 
bridge, under Dr. Duport, my tutor; but the college not 
being willing to allow me the rank and privilege of a 
nobleman, by reason of an Act of Parliament then lately 
made, or rather an ordinance, whereby all persons upon 
whom the King had conferred any honour after his leaving 
the Parliament, and his going to Oxford, were to be de¬ 
graded, my mother rather advised me to go to London, 
there to be admitted of Gray’s Inn, which I did accord¬ 
ingly. Though I was of Gray’s Inn, I was lodged in the 
Temple, to be near iny uncle Yarburgh, second brother 
to my mother, and then student of that society. It was 
then tliat my motlier allowed me a servant, and gave me 
forty poimds, which I managed so well that it served all 
my expenses for five months. Here I had the small-pox, 
but very favourably. My second brother was bound ap¬ 
prentice to a woollen-draper about this time. Being let 
loose thus into the world, I made acquaintance with 
several persons, more particularly with one Mr. 
Anstrotlier, a relation, a gentleman lately possessed of 
a good estate by the dcutli of his mother, and then 
married, but very extravagant. A great many younger 
brothers, that had no fortunes, and reformed officers of 
the King’s army, depended upon him for their meat and 
drink, he usually paying the reckoning for the whole 
company whilst he had any money; for which he had no 
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swearing, gaming, and all manner of debauchery being 
too much tbeir pastime, though I cannot pretend to have 
been at that time the most stanch man in the world. 
However, I never, missed to employ a considerable part 
of the day to some sort of study, and the exercises of 
music and dancing, which I then chiefly followed. 

In the month of August 1653 I returned to Thry- 
bergh, where I was used by my mother (a woman of a 
great spirit) like a minor (though wardships were not 
then in use), but my father-in-law treated me with all 
civility and respect. Besides my mother’s jointure, she 
claimed a lease in Thrybergh as executrix to my father, 
which was of certain lands so intermixed with others 
that it was hard to distinguish what were hers or my 
own; so that my mother gave me for my subsistence 
what she pleased. 

In October she consented to my return to London, 
and gave me seventy pounds for my expenses. This 
winter I followed my study and exercises pretty close, 
finding going into company not so fit for me as others, 
being naturally very jealous (especially of those I did 
not well know), and too apt to take notice of any car¬ 
riage or word that looked like a disrespect, which temper 
engaged me in some quarrels very early. One of the &st 
was with one Mr. Spencer, who, seeming to take it fil 
that I drew my sword to show it a gentleman (one Sir 
Thomas Spencer) who deshed to see it, we first fell to 
words, and from that to fighting in the rooms ; till three 
falling upon me (being all the company but myself), my 
sword was broken, and taken from me that night. The 
next- day I sent him a challenge by Sir William Pulteney; 
he accepted it at the first, but, upon better thoughts, sent 
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I should appoint to be there, where the whole company 
was to be entertained at his charge, which he willingly 
accepted and performed accordingly. 

Though I loved reading, and kept what I had learnt, 
yet I found but little progress in ray studies, for want 
of some able person to direct me in that particular; 
besides, I found there was little means of improvement 
for a gentleman as to other respects in England, the 
nobility and gentlemen of the best rank and estates 
living retired in the country, to avoid the jealousies of 
the then suspicious Government, of every act and word 
that could be construed in favour of the royal family, 
whereby to draw them into the dangers and forfeitures 
of delinquency; and such as lived in town were either 
such zealots in the rebellious, schismatical superstitions 
of those times, or so very debauched on the other hand, 
that it was very hard for a young man to avoid infection 
on one side or the other. These considerations wrought 
not only upon me to ask, but upon my mother to allow 
me leave to go to travel. 

I sot forward for France in April 1654, being then 
twenty years of age, Cromwell having the year before 
declared his ambition in the dismission of the late Parlia¬ 
ment, the calling of another, in the subduing of Ireland, 
and making the army entirely at his devotion; by which 
he did as he pleased in the three kingdoms.^ My friends 
recommended to me for governor or conductor in this 

^ El&ewlioro Sir John writes, referring to this period, 'Oliver Cromwell 
was then in his greatest height and splendour. I scarce saw him very near 
hut once about that time (for being fearful of himself he was not easy of access), 
when he gave public audience to the Spanish ambassador, whom he received 
with 08 much distance and ceremony as if he had been the greatest of kings.’ 



provements I attained to in point of learning and morals. 

I have writ a small treatise of my travels formerly, 
and therefore shall only briefly touch upon such things 
as most nearly related to me abroad, or were therein 
wholly omitted. We passed by way of Eye and Dieppe, 
and thence to Paris by Eouen. At Paris I saw the 
King, the Duke of York and Prince Eupert, playing at 
bilhards in the Palais Eoyal; but was incognito, it being 
crime suflSlcient the waiting upon his Majesty to have 
caused the sequestration of my estate, had it been known 
to Cromwell. I stayed no longer in Paris than to get 
my clothes, and to receive my bills of exchange, and so 
went to live in pension, or boarding-house at Blois. The 
Duke of Orleans, the only brother of the late King Louis 
X TTT .j lived at Blois at the same time, where his whole 
diversion was his garden, furnished with the greatest 
variety of plants and flowers of any place of Eiuope. 
One Morrison, a Scotchman, was his herbalist. I 
employed my time here in learning the language, the 
guitar and dancing, till July; and then, there having 
been some likelihood of a quarrel between me and a 
Dutch gentleman in the same house, my governor pre¬ 
vailed with me to go live at Saumur, with one Mr. 
Leech (afterwards Sir Eobert Leech), a relation of my 
governor, that had followed us from England, to travel 
in our company. At Saumur, in addition to the 
exercises I learned at Blois, I learned to fence and to 
play of the lute. Besides that, I studied phdosophy and 
the mathematics with my governor, who read lectures of 
each to me every other day. After eight months’ stay, I 
had got so much of the language to be able to converse 
with some ladies in the town, especially the daughters 
of Monsieur du Plessis. One of them, called Mademoi- 
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selle de Boragan, sent for me oim night to wait on her 
to the ball, where a geiitlenum, being her servant, grew 
so jealous of lier coming with me, and of the civilities I 
performed towards her, tluithe challenged me that night to 
light him the next day. I came accordingly to the jdace, 
and at the time appointed, but lie was hindered by some of 
his own friends, who suspected the thing, and afterwards we 
were made friends, but the lady would see him no more. 

In the month of Ai)ril I began to make the little 
tour, or circuit of France, and leturned to Saiimur, after 
some six weeks’ absence. 

In July I went (desirous to avoid mucli English 
company then resident at Baunuir) to Le Mans, the 
capital town of Mayenne, with the two Mr. Leech’s and 
one Mr. Butler. We lodged, and were in pension at the 
parson’s, or minister’s house; there were there no strangers. 
There wore several French p{‘rsons of quality, that lived 
there at that time, as the Marquis de Cogue’s widow, the 
Marquis de Verdun, and several others, who made us 
partakers of the pastimes and diversions of the place. 
All that winter few weesks did pa,ss that there were not 
balls three times at the least, and wo had the freer access 
by reason that the women were more numerous than the 
men. 

I stayed there till April 1G5C, and then returned to 
Saumur with my governor alone; my two companions went 
to Baris. Several persons of quality of llie country coming 
to Saumur fair, 1 fell there acqxiainted with Madame du 
Terra, wife of a gentleman of 4,000 livres a year, a young 
lady well accomplished as to singing and ])laying of the 
guitar, but es])ecially dancing. I had then an English boy, 
that played perfectly well of the bagpipe, whom I (tarried 
with mo through all my travids (a sort of music more to 
be liked for the; exlraordiiiariiicBs of it abroad than the 
exactness), whom she took gi'eat pleasure to hear. After 
that acquaintance so begun, she came often to Saiimm-, 


l)eyt)iicl Sauinur ]5ri(lge (the rendezvous ot persons of 
quality in summer evenings), no pei’son in company with 
her but Mademoiselle de la Jeauniere, lier sister, a gen¬ 
tleman of the town (a Frenchman), being in drink, let 
fall some words which refh'.cted upon he.r, H})eaking them 
so audibly that I saw she heard tlumx as well as myself; 
but neither of us took notice of them to each other. 
The next morning I sent him a cliallenge by one Mr, 
Harwood, an English gentUmuin, which lie refused to 
answer. The day following I took my friend and a 
servant with me, and meeting him as he came from 
mass, gave him several blows with a cudgel, which he 
went his way with, withcait drawing his sword. 

The night after, three or four of us being together in 
the street when it began to be dark (going to give a 
serenade to some of our acquaiiituucti), the said gentle¬ 
man, with ten or twelve more, set upon us with their 
swords drawn, which obliged us to defend ourselves as 
well as we could, but retrtmtiug all the while, till we got 
into a house without much liann, and then they lied. 

The day following I had notice tliat my adversary 
had taken the law to his second, that he had taken out 
process, or an arrest, against mo, and that if ho seized 
me ho would lay me in prison and make me pay con¬ 
siderable damage for the battery before I could bo re¬ 
leased. This happened very unhappily to one that 
expected monies from England, and had none to remove 
with, or any convenience, whicli obliged me to repair to 
Monsieur de Comingc, then governor of the castle, who 
infinitely disapproved of the Frenchman’s carriage, and 
gave mo sanctuary there for some days. 

My money not being yet come, and not thinking it 
safe to stay longer there, I went to Thouars, the scat 
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and residence of tlio Duke de la Tremoulle (then 
governor of Bretagne), seven leagues from Saiiiniir, where 
I lived in a private house some six weeks, often waiting 
on the duke. lie was so civil to me that he told me no 
arrest should be there executed uj)oii me; invited me to 
dinner, took me often abroad with him on horseback to 
take the air; but the duchess being a rigid Brotestatit, 
and suspecting that there was a greater kindness between 
Madame du Terra and me than there really was (for she 
was a near neighbour to that place), seemed more re¬ 
served towards me. 

My letters of exchange came to hand the latter end 
of July, and then I resolved to see Italy, and at the same 
time to turn off my governor, Mr. Leech (my allowance 
not being sufficient to defray the charges of so many in 
that voyage), thouglx I parted with him unwillingly, and 
shall ever own the blessing of being so long under the 
couduct of so learned and so pious a man. 

I went first to Saumur, and so acrowss the country 
without guide or company, only my footman; then to 
Tours, then to Bourg, Bourbon (the liimous spa or bath), 
Moulins (famous for the manufacture of scissors and other 
edge-tools), and so to Lyons, hiring hackney horses from 
town to town. 

I stayed at Lyons three months, where I met Sir 
Charles Shelley, my cousin, Sir William Wiseman, and 
Sir Edward Maimsell of Wales, and several other English, 
who intended for Italy as well as myself. I made a par¬ 
ticular acquaintance with a nun of the Carmelite Convent, 
a woman of wit and beauty, which helped to pass away 
the time whilst I stayed there. I learnt of tin? famous 
Du Eut of the lute all that time. The Duke? de Guise 
was sent in September to receive the Queen of Sweden 
from the French King, who had quitted her religion and 
kingdom not long before, and now came from Italy to 
see France. 





vioieiiL m xtome, wnicn ctiscourageu. nu. bxic gcuticmcu 
from making that journey but only one, Mr, Berry, of 
Canterbury, two Italians, and myself; for I resolved to 
trust to Providence rather than not see so fine a place, 
having but that opportunity for it, and understanding that 
language abeady pretty well. 

I had had a quarrel with this Mr. Berry formerly at 
Saumur; we feU out at play, and I gave him a box on 
the ear, for which he chaUenged me, and as we were go¬ 
ing to fight, the governor hearing of it, sent and pre¬ 
vented us, and made us friends. 

We set forward the 18th of October, and agreed with 
a messengm: to conduct us with horses and all other 
necessaries for our joinney from Lyons to Padua, which 
was the worst way, but we were forced to go it, there 
being no other passage open by reason of the plague; 
from Lyons we first went to Geneva (so famous for the 
residence and preaching of Calvin, one of the first 
authors of the Eeformation), from thence to Zurich, and 
several other considerable towns in Switzerland, so 
through the three cantons of the country of the • 
Grysons, so to ValtaUna, where we entered the state of 
Venice, and passed through Bressa, Bergamo, Verona, all 
fine cities, the last though the most famous for its amphi¬ 
theatre, one of the most entbe and magnificent Koman 
structures of that kind in all Italy. The Alps are the 
worst to pass this way of any other, and the danger the 
greatest for the banditti; but by good fortune many of 
them had been killed the day before we passed near 
Bergamo, in a combat between them and several of the 
country that had risen on purpose to disperse them, so 
that we passed safe without injury either to our persons 
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or purses, wliicli few had done that way for some time 
before. 

We arrived at Padua November the 13th, but with 
great difficulty on another account, for all places being 
very fearful of infection in a time of the plague, we were 
stopped at every town and village till we produced our 
letters of health (or passes from one place to another), 
which we were forced to take from the officers of every 
town, to show what way we had passed. And none was 
suffered to enter without these, but he must make quaran¬ 
tine, or abide in the pest-house forty days, to sliow that 
he was free from the plague. At Padua we learnt that 
the infection rather increased tlian otherwise at Pome, 
Naples, Genoa, &c., so that the passes and commerce con¬ 
tinuing shut up, it woidd be impossible to look that way 
for this winter. There wore some English gentlemen in 
that University, some students of the civil law, others of 
physic; of these were Mr. John Finch, brother to the 
since Earl of Nottingham and Lord Chancellor, and him¬ 
self since ambassador at Constantinople to our King. 
He was Syndic there in that year, an officci like that of 
Vice-chancellor in our Universities. Mr. Berry put our¬ 
selves into tlie way of living for strangers in that place, 
which was taking lodgings in a house with some other 
English, where everyone contributed so much weekly, 
and performed the part of steward and bought pro¬ 
visions in their turns, which is easily performed there 
by strangers, no man demanding more than the settled 
price of the magistrates for his commodity, 

1 passed tliis winter there and at Venice (whcire I 
went often) very pleasantly. The exercise I followed 
was chiefly music; my studies were the language and 
the mathematics, for whicli science there was an ad¬ 
mirable master, es])echdly for fortification. I followed 
also fencing and dancing, but in quite a different method 
from that of France;. 


lor uemg me luosu exiiavagauu m uicoo, ucv^.y, j. jjub 
boy that played of the bagpipes into two petticoats, one 
over his shoulders, the other about his waist; that play¬ 
ing as he went nothing could be perceived of that in¬ 
strument save the sound, which did so much surprise (that 
country not affording any of that music) that I had the 
whole crowd after me that day, and the boy had hke to 
have been pulled in pieces to find out the thingthough 
generally they do offer no violence to persons in disguise. 

The passage being now open to Florence by the way 
of Bologna and Ferrara, I persuaded Mr. Berry at last to 
go thither with me. We found it very difficult to travel 
by reason of the plague, every town where we came 
refusing us entrance, lest we should have come from some 
infected place, till we produced our bills of health, which 
we had at all places as we passed; for if anybody wanted 
them they were either put into the pest-house for forty 
days or sent back from whence they came; and sometimes 
they were shot by the sentries, as a Dutchman had been 
not long before at Bologna, entering at the gate without 
producing his bill of health, thinking that he had left it, 
but after he was killed it was found shpped through a hole 
in his pocket. Li a few days we got to Florence, of whose 
advantages as to its palaces, greatness and situation, I have 
made large mention in the book of my tvavels. 

Ferdinand 11. was then the great Duke, a man of great 
sense, but not personable, who had then parted beds with 
his Duchess, a beautiful woman, being jealous one of 
another. He was very civil to strangers, especially the 
English; he had a great correspondence with the Protec¬ 
tor, fearing his power at sea. I had often access to him; 
amongst other times, as he was playing at pell mell, he 
read a letter to me of news which he had not long before 
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received from England; and another time, going to sec 
his country house called Poggio Acliaiano, he sent me and 
my company two dishes of fish and twelve bottles of 
rare wine. 

One day as I was practising on the lute, Mr. Berry 
came to me, and saying something that displeased me, I 
gave him a sharp answer, which ])ut him into that heat 
that he told me ho had not forgot the old affront which I 
once did him to give him a box on the ear ; and that he 
expected I should give him immediate satisfaction with 
my sword in my hand. ,Finding that it was not to 
be avoided, I went with him out of one of the gates, where 
as we were going to draw our swords one Mr. Kent, that 
lay in the same house and had overheard our dispute, 
apprehending the cousecpiences, came with two more 
gentlemen and parted us, and that evening made us 
good friends. 

We stayed a fortnight together after this, and tlien 
went our several ways, he to renew his ])ursuils at Venice, 
and I to sec such other parts of Italy as tlu'-re was any 
access to by reason of the plague, as Pisa, Pistoja, Tjcghorn, 
where I received great (uvilities from English merchants. 
After some short stay there I returned to Florence, where, 
despairing to see more of Italy, the sickness increasing a.t 
Eome, Genoa, Naples, &c., with the heats, I went by sea 
to Venice, where I arrived in Inly, and ])assed from thence 
to Italy (where I had constantly followed the exercises of 
dancing, music, fencing, and the study of mathematics) the 
6th day of August for Germany, to sec the eUiction of the 
new Emperor, the old one being dead not two months 
before, in company of two French gentlemen, a high 
German of the town of Elbing, and my own boy. 

From Venice we went to Meslre, so to ^Jh'cnt (famous 
for the General Council held there), so to Inspruck, the 
capital city of Tyrol, where the Archduchess then dwelt, 
and her fair daughter, siiu'.e married to the Emperor. I 
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world. Augsburg was the next city of note that we 
passed through (an imperial or hans-town), famous fox its 
fortifications, buildings, and the preaching of Luther there. 
In four days we got from thence to Frankfort, the place 
destined for the election of the Emperor. Several times 
we were much straitened for lodging and diet these last 
days’ journey, the country lying much ruined and unin¬ 
habited since the last wars in those parts. 

I passed the time that I stayed here divertingly 
enough, the ambassadors of France and Spain, those of 
several electors and other princes of the empire having 
made very splendid entries, each of them contending to 
outdo one another in gallantry and entertainment; but 
Monsr. le Due de Grammont and Monsr. de Lyone, both 
joined in commission from the French King, much exceeded 
the rest. The want of the language, and the too great 
plenty of liquor (which is too much imposed upon strangers 
in that country), were the most troublesome. I stayed 
there tfil October the 10th, when finding that a great 
many difficulties relating to the interests of different 
princes must be first reconciled before the election could 
be, I began my journey for Holland, down the river Ehine, 
where passing by Mentz, Cologne, Wesel, Schenkenhans, 
Himeguen, and many more considerable places, I arrived 
safe with some Dutch gentlemen of my company at Hot- 
terdam, October 20. Here I left the great boat and my 
company, and went with my boy in a passage-boat to 
Delft, and so for the Hague. That night I went to a 
French play, putting on a good suit of clothes which I had 
got made by the French ambassador’s tailor at Frankfort, 
where were the Princess Eoyal, the Queen of Bohemia, 
&c. I kissed the Princess of Orange her hand that night, 
by another name, whom I had the honour to entertain in 
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French (which I spoke very readily) for some time, but 
did not own myself to be an Englishman, for fear I 
might have paid dear at home for that compliment, should 
it have been known to the Protector. The fear of being 
discovered made me leave that agreeable place the next 
day, to go for Amsterdam by the way of Harlem by 
boat. 

Having spent about ten days to see the most consider¬ 
able parts of Holland, I went to visit Flanders by the way 
of Antwerp, by boat. Tlierc rose so great a storm after 
we had passed Dort, that the mast was broken, and we 
were driven so far out to sea that we got not to harbour 
for five days; besides we had laid but in provisions for four 
days; so that we had near been starved, had we not met 
with a boat of muscles, wliich, without either bread or 
drink, I thought the best meat I ever eat. The old Duke 
of Newcastle (though then but Marquis) lived at An¬ 
twerp at that time of his banishment, but I durst* not visit 
him for fear of being discovered. 

I stayed there two days, then went for Brussels in 
the boat of common passage. I met therein with Mr. 
Howard, brother to tiie Duke of Norfolk, since Cardinal 
Howard, who taking me for a Frenchman, would needs 
tell me all the story of our English civil wars, his own 
and family’s sufibrings thereby, winch I knew as well as 
himself. 

I put myself in pension at Brussels, where I passed 
for a Frenchman, only I ran the luizard of being found 
out often by my footman, who could never learn any 
language well but his own. Don John of Austria, then 
Governor of the Netherlands, lived tlu;re, and the Prince 
of Condb, who lived in sonu' splendour. But tlie Eing of 
England could not live U[) to tlieir height, being banished 
also then out of France, at the inslance of Cromwell; 
and the pension formerly allowed him from that crown 



found an opportunity of passage for St. Valery, in France, 
with three Frenchmen and my hoy; but by very bad 
weather I was driven to a little village in Normandy. 
We hired a cart there that carried us ten miles to Dieppe, 
and from thence we got to Paris in three days, upon the 
6th of January. 

I put myself there into a pension (where there were 
none but Frenchmen, most of them officers of the army) 
in the Isle of the Palace. I passed the winter very well, 
and got a great many French acquaintance, and went 
sometimes to the French Court, and as often to the Queen 
Mother of England as I durst. I followed here the 
exercises of music, fencing, dancing and mathematics, 
as before. 

One day walking over Pontneuf, and having on a belt 
with large silver buckles, a man well dressed, as he came 
after me, rubbed a httle upon me as he passed by, and so 
pursued his way, but I thought a little faster than ordin¬ 
ary. Another following after (but not of his company) 
told me my belt was cut behind, and the buckle was gone 
with the part which was cut. This gave me presently 
suspicion that it was the man gone just before, though his 
appearance and dress (for he had a sword and a good 
cloak) spoke him no man to do such an action; however I 
thought the best way to succeed was to be bold, so over¬ 
taking him I drew my sword and bid him restore my 
buckle which he had cut off, which without any denial he 
produced and restored, begging that I would not expose 
him to pubhc shame, but let him go. After some few 
stripes with the flat of my sword I let the rascal run his 
way, and the rabble shouting after him, I took two 
French footmen to wait on me, and turned my English boy 




of Dieppe, being not very well. My mother was then at 
London, and was very pressing with me to marry, offer¬ 
ing me some fortunes, more particularly Mrs. Hotham, 
worth as it is believed £3,000, and who had more kind¬ 
ness for me than I desired, having not the same for her; 
insomuch that some years after she being suspected to 
have a bastard, I was thought to be the father, though 
very undeservedly. She afterwards married the heir of 
the family of Cooper, of Nottinghamshire. 

The citizens and common people of London had then 
so far imbibed the customs and manners of a Common¬ 
wealth, that they could scarce endure the sight of a 
gentleman, so that the common salutation to a man well 
dressed was ‘ French dog,’ or the like. Walking one day 
in the street with my valet de chambre, who did wear a 
feather in his hat, some workmen that were mending the 
street abused him and threw sand upon his clothes ; at 
which lie drew his sword, thinking to follow the custom 
of France in the Hke cases. This made the rabble fall 
upon him and me, who had drawn too in his defence, till 
we got shelter in a house, not without injiny to our 
bravery and some blows to ourselves. 

There was little satisfaction in that town in those 
days. There was no court made to Oliver but by his 
own party, and then only in case of business or by the 
officers of the army. There were no comedies or other 
diversions (which were forbidden not only as ungodly, 
but for fear of drawing company or number together), and 
there was no business for any man that loved monarchy 
or the family of Stuart; so that the nobility and gentry 
lived most in the country. Nor were those of the royal 
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party more secure there than in the city, there being spies 
in all places upon their words and actions. 

August 6. I went for Yorkshire and wintered with 
my father-in-law, who had left Thrybergh, and then lived 
in York. I was very ill all that winter. 


8LLt JOHN ItERIiSJiY. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Daath of Cromwell-—Ills Clmraolor—llic.Iuircl Cnouwell—'rim Huki\ of 
Bucldi)glmm—Sir Cuorgo llooth’s I’loL iu tlu» Norlli - Sigiw of tlm 
coming' Kestoration-—Sir John at Parla again—'rim (v'lumn Motlmr'rt 
Court tl)oro—.Elizal)otli namiUou--l)r, (kiniu ■ CroHmiig l\w Cluimml 
under DiilicuKios—Introdiuitioi) at Coiirt—'I'lu' futuro I.inly Uercfdn 
(Quarrel at Selby—Viaifc to Malton Tlu' Court at Whitehall Iviiig 
Charles and Public AllairH — Lurd (Uarcndoii Sluriuwh with !b-li.*trt 
at Caen Wood—Tlio Coronatiuu —ANHeinhlitig of Ibirlieinmut Court 
Anecdotes—IhicUinglinm as Lord Lieutoiiimt of the Went Itidiiig - 
Eoresby a Deputy Lieulruiaiit and Cornel, of Voliiiilem'.'* At Port-'iunmih 
with the King to meet the Infanta—Scarborough Spa County ami 
Family Alfuirs. 

On September the Srcl, 1058,(1*111(1 (be IVeUtctor, OlivtM* 
Cromwell, one of the greatest atul bniveHi men, Imd 
his cause been goeb, the world eve.r produced. Eor his 
actions, I leave tlumi to be eiupiired tifter in history ; for 
his person, having never Biutii him very nvnv but onee, tit 
the audience of an ambtissador in Whilelndl, 1 can only 
give this description of him, tluit bis tigurc did no way.s 
promise wliat lie performed, lie wtis pcrsonttblc, Itiif not 
liandsome, nor did he look great, nor bold. He was pbdti 
ill his a])par(d, and rather an(‘c.Uul a negligetiee than a 
genteel garb. He Inul tears at his will, and was cm’lainly 
the deepest dissendiler on (tartli. 

Ilis son Richard, wlio was a gentleman that lived 
altogetlier in tlic country, and was not tieijnainled with 
sucli polities, was pnxdainied Pro Lector in his room; lu* 
was confirmed by a Parliament wliieh he etdled, \vln*re 
the Scotch representatives sale as well as the English ; but 
this Parliament not pletusing Ills ]iiglineH.s, was soon 
dissolved, and lumself did not long survive them, 'rite 
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officers of tke army, tke cliief of wkich. were Lambert, 
Okey, and Desborougb, &c., causing tbe remainder of the 
old Parliament of 1640 to be called again, which for 
the small number was called the Kump. His highness 
was content to lay down his dignity, and all affairs were 
next governed by a Council of State, consisting of the 
officers of the army, and some select Members of Parlia¬ 
ment, or the Eump. 

The Duke of Buckingham, who had been with the 
King the greatest part of his banishment, had disobliged 
and left his Majesty in Flanders some time before, and was 
now endeavouring to marry the daughter and heiress of 
Thomas, Lord Fairfax, formerly general of the Parlia¬ 
ment’s army, to whom was given the greatest part of the 
said dukes estate, in consideration of his service to the 
State. He was the finest gentleman of person and wit 
I think I ever saw; but could not be long serious, or 
mind business; he behaved himself with some insolence 
towards his Majesty, which was the cause of their quarrel. 

I was first acquainted with him at this time, and ho 
expressed a kindness towards me from the first time I 
saw him. 

August^ 1669. This year there was a general plot or 
conspiracy to rise in arms in the northern parts of 
England amongst the loyal party, and to declare for-a free 
Parliament, hoping such a Parliament might restore the 
King. Sh* George Booth was the chief in this business ; 
but. the design was discovered before it took the right 
effect, and several of the principal persons were seized 
and put into the Tower, (I was very ill at that time.) My 
father’s third sister, Ehzabeth, first married to Sir Francis 
Foljambe, of Aldwarke, by whom she had no issue, then 
to Mr. Horner, younger son of Sir John Horner, of 
Somersetshhe, to whom she bore one only daughter that 
survived (married to Sir Eoger Martin, of Suffolk), then 
to my Lord Monson, one of this Eump Parliament, was a 
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very notable woiian, only she was a little too masculine. 
By means of this marriage oiir family enjoyed a passable 
indulgence, the wife having jmwer to do what she j'deased 
with her husband, and liis lordship having power t.o [)r(jva.il 
with his brother members and the Governors of that lime 
for his friends, as they desired ; but so soon as that powijr 
did abate, this lady, iny aunt (having borne one daiiglikir 
to my Lord Monson, since married to Sir Philip llnngale, 
of Yorkshire) having suiricienlly enriched htn-self by 
several jewels and a great part of his personal ostatt;, ilid 
separate herself from him; and he running hinistP' into 
a great debt, turned himself over into the King’s Ikmcli, 
where he was found at the King’s resit)ration, and was 
tried and condemned as a traitor by A(‘.t of Parliament, 
for being oiie of the King’s judges in the High Court of 
Justice; but his sentencci did not extend to execution, 
only to be carried upon a hurdle with a rope about his 
neck to the place of execution, and to imprisonment for 
life and forfeiture of estate; lie lived till tlie year U>7d. 
After his death the King was pleased, at my inl.ercession, 
and in consideration that my family had bei'ii even’ loyal, 
to restore my aunt to her honour of Visc.onntess Monson 
of Ireland, lier Imsband having forfeited his title and 
degree of Viscount Monson of Ciustk'mainc! by his attain¬ 
der. This lady, at sixty ytiars of ago, married Adam 
Felton, Esq., for lior fourth Imsband, sou of Wr Henry 
Felton, Bart., of Bufl’olk, of some twenty-four years of 
age, an action no way eiiitable to the former conduct of 
her life. 

This year I entered to the only estate I hud, wlucK 
was Thrybcrgli, then let for 355/. a year, or tlien-ahouts, 
(the rest being then in jointure to my mother and grand¬ 
mother). 

I was at London some part of this .summer, wliere by 
the disputes between our lujw Governors, the ambiti(ju of 
some, and jealousicB of others, llie dislike of the Ihuiia- 
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ment’s proceeding on one hand, and the haughty and 
insolent demeanour of the officers of the army on the 
other, it was easy to discern that a door was opening for 
the King’s return into England; and yet to show the effect 
of fear (for all the Rump and the army were even detested • 
by the generality of the nation as well as all Christendom), 
yet were they congratulated in their new power from all 
foreign princes; and I was present at a dinner given to 
Lambert and other officers of the army at the charge of 
the city of London, which was more costly and splendid 
than any of those many which I have since seen given 
by that city to his Majesty; so much more is awe pre¬ 
valent than love. 

blot continuing well as to my health, and the late 
disappointment to the King’s friends by the discovery of 
Sir George Booth’s plot, inclined me to return again into 
Erance, where I went, having obtained leave of the 
Council of State about the end of October, with Sir 
Thomas Yarburgh, my cousin german, a young gentle¬ 
man that had a mind to travel. 

We arrived at Paris by the way of Calais in November, 
where I continued very ih a great part of the winter; but 
after, by God’s great mercy to me, I perfectly recovered. So 
soon as I had put myself into some equipage, I endeavoured 
to be acquainted at the Queen Mother of England’s Court, 
which she then kept at the Palais Royal, which I did 
without any great notice taken of it in England, the 
King and Dukes being then banished into Flanders, 
and none of her children with her Majesty but the 
Princess Henrietta Maria. Few Englishmen making 
there their coiut, made me the better received ; besides, 
speaking the language of that country and dancing 
passably well, the young Princess, then aged about fifteen 
years, used me with all the civil freedom that might be, 
made me dance with her, played on the harj)sichord to 
me in her highness’s chamber, suffered me to attend 
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upon her as she walked in the garden with the rest of her 
retinue, and sometimes to toss her in a swing made of a 
cable which she sat upon, tied between two trees, and in 
fine suffered me to be present at most of her innocent 
diversions. 

The Queen commanded me to be there as often as I 
conveniently could. Her Majesty had a great affection for 
England, notwithstandmg the severe usage she and hers 
had received from it. Her discourse was much with the 
great men and ladies of France ia praises of the people 
and of the country; of theft courage, generosity, good 
nature ; and would excuse all their miscarriages in relation 
to unfortunate effects of the late war, as if it were a con¬ 
vulsion of some desperate and infatuated persons, rather 
than from the genius and temper of the kingdom. And 
as a little remark of her Majesty’s kindness to the English, 
carrying an English gentleman with me one day to the 
Court, he, thinking to make himself extraordinary fine, had 
a garniture of rich ribbon to his suit, in which was a mix¬ 
ture of red and yellow; which the Queen observing, called 
to me, and bade me advise my friend to mend his fancy as 
to his ribbons, those two colours together being ridiculous 
in France, and might give occasion to the French to laugh 
at him. 

Several English and Irish famihes, either from choice 
or banishment, lived there at this time. Amongst others 
the daughter of my Lady Hamilton, wife of Sir George 
Hamilton and sister to the Duke of Ormond, whom I 
liked so well that after she came with her mother to 
England, as she did soon after, I had probably married 
her, had not my friends strongly opposed it, she being a 
papist, and her fortune not being great at present. She 
married afterwards the Count de Grammont, brother to 
the duke of that name in France.^ 

1 Elizabeth, daughter of Sir George Hamilton, fourth son of James, 
first Earl of Abercorn, married Philibert, Comte de Grammont, whose 
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I Lad the advantage of Doctor Cosin’s company often, 
then chaplain to the Queen, and since the King’s restora¬ 
tion Bisliop of Durham, who preached to some English 
every Sunday, which wc requited with some contribution 
for him. He took great pains to confirm me in the 
Protestant religion, which was not very necessary, having 
never as yet heard or seen anythmg amongst those of the 
popish persuasion to mvite me to change my religion. 

IGGO. 

February 15. Being not well in health, I retired 
to a private lodging (my money too being short), pretend¬ 
ing to be gone into the country. There were very few 
besides my servant that know of my retirement, but one 
Mr. Urqiihart, a Scotchman that had been long a f^iptain 
in the regiment of the Crown. My bill of exchange came 
for £60 at this time, and I entrusted him to rec.eive it, 
which he did; but the next day falling to play in a gcmtle- 
man’s house as he was bringing it to me, lost it every 
farthing. However, within few days ho found c'redit 
enough to borrow 40 pistoles, which he very weh'.oniely 
brought to me, and Jic paid me the rest before I left 
Paris. 

Memoirs of tlie Court of Olmrlos II. aro so well known. Wo may judge of 
the treasure lost by Sir John by tho following translation from the 
Joitrnal de Dangeau, which appears as a manuscript nolo (by Isaac 
Reed) in a copy of Graminont’s Memoirs in tho British Museum - 

‘The count’s face was that of an old ape. His wife taught him during 
his illness tho first principles of religion, and as she was rending the 
Paternoster, “ Countess,” said her husband, “what’s that prayer, it is very 
fine; who made it P” They had only two daughters, who, though vigly, were 
greater intriguers and hotter known in the fashionahlo world than many 
belles. His wife had most lively wit and most extensive information, the 
greatest dignity, tho utmost ease in her parlies, the most refined cdeganco 
at court. Her native haughtiness was tempered hy a refined and elevated 
piety, which had converted her iuto a true penitent, . . . Her good sense 
was BO great that she imparted it to others, and made tho duties of a wife 
compatible with the follies and irregularities of her husband.’ One of her 
daughters married Henry, Earl of Stafford; tho other became superior or 
abbess of tbe Canonessos of Lorraine. 
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The Court of France was very splendid this winter 
(1660); a great mask was danced at the Louvre/where 
the Eiing and the Princess Henrietta of England danced 
to admiration. But there was a greater resort to the 
Palais Eoyal than to the French Court; the good humour 
and wit of our Queen Mother, and the beauty of the 
Princess her daughter, giving greater invitation than the 
more particular humoirr of the French Queen, being a 
Spaniard. 

The only affront by a stroke that I ever received in 
my life was at this time, after I came abroad, that striv¬ 
ing to get into the playhouse through a great crowd, a 
page, tall and well-clad, thrusting upon me, and I rebuk¬ 
ing him for it, gave me a box on the ear ; and as soon as 
he had done got out of the playhouse. I followed him, 
and did what I could to learn who he was or his master; 
but all to no purpose, for he got out of my reach. 

About this time came the welcome news that General 
Monk was coming to London, and would declare for a 
free Parliament, which happily came to pass the April 
after, 1660. This Parliament voted the return of the 
King from his long, severe banishment, who accordingly 
arrived in England with his brothers, the Dukes of 
York and Gloucester, from Flanders, with a general con¬ 
sent ; a thing never read of in story, that when monarchy 
was laid aside at the expense of so much blood, it should 
return again without the shedding of one drop. He came 
to Dover the 25th of April. 

The Queen Mother received the news of his Majesty’s 
happy restoration and arrival with all the marks of joy 
imaginable; and, amongst others, gave a splendid ball at 
her Court, where all the persons of the greatest quality of 
France were invited, and all the English gentlemen then 
at Paris had admittance. Having not been very well (as 
I said before), I would have excused myself from dancing, 
but the Queen commanded me to take out the Cardinal’s 
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niGCG, sincG tliG wife of tlic Duke of ]\48,za.riiij wliicli I 
oboyGd. 

I stayod in Paris till August, wberc I received more 
honours from the Queen and the Princess her daughter 
than I deserved, and which I endeavoured to acknow¬ 
ledge by all the constant duty and attendance I was able 
to perform. The 2nd of that month I set forward for 
England; but before I went, desired to know of her 
Majesty what service she would please to command me 
to the King, who told me she would write by me, and 
ordered me to attend her the next morning for her letter. 
Having received it and taken, my leave, I desired to know 
if it required haste. Her Majesty said no, for that it pur¬ 
ported little besides a particular recommendation of me 
to her son the King. 

After this I went to take leave of Mistress Hamilton, 
and the next morning, being that which I came away, I 
had the satisfaction to see her, and I thought her the 
finest woman in the world. My Lady Hamilton wrote to 
her brother, my Lord of Ormond, by me, to introduce me 
to the King. I set forward for England as aforesaid in 
the company of Lord Glifibrd, son to the Earl of-Bur¬ 
lington, and of his brother, since killed at sea, by the way 
of Dieppe, where a man-of-war that was sent on purpose 
stayed for them; but falling sick at Eouen, was left be¬ 
hind for the present, and following to Dieppe, found them 
gone (the wind serving) two days before, and with them 
several other passengers that had waited some time for so 
good an opportunity. Being thus left alone, out of hopes 
of any company to contribute to the charge of a better 
boat, and my money being very low, I accepted of a sea¬ 
man’s ofier to carry me to Eye in his single shallop, 
manned with only himself and his boy. The passengers 
being only me and mine (a Moor that then waited on me), 
all the cabin to the boat being a hole at the poop-head 
which would not receive half of my body. In this 
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manner I committed myself to God and the sea, and 
being happily becalmed all the time, arrived at Kye by 
rowing all the way some twenty-four hours after the man- 
of-war, and overtook my Lord Clifford riding post before 
he reached London. 

Aug. 27.—At London I met my mother and most of 
my relations, come up as they were from all parts of 
England to see the Eiing. I was presented by the Duke 
of Ormond (then but Marquis) to the King in the privy 
gallery at Whitehall, and gave him the Queen’s letter, 
who asked me several questions concerning her and my 
voyage. 

Some few weeks after I came acquainted with Mistress 
Brown, daughter of William Brown, Esquire, barrister-at- 
law, of the family of Sir Wolston Brown, sent by Kin g 
Henry VIII. with the Lord Darcy with forces to assist 
the King of Arragon against the Moors, where he was 
knighted by. that King. Having more inclination for this 
gentlewoman than any I had seen before, I forgot Mistress 
Hamilton, and had no disposition to make apphcation to 
others, tlioiigh I was pressed to do it by my mother and 
relations, because their fortunes were more considerable 
than hers. 

Sept. 10.—I came into Yorkshire, and after some 
short stay at my own house at Thrybergh, went for York 
by way of Selby, where a quarrel happening between my 
company and some others about first going into the boat, 
I was struck over the head with a cudgel, which pro- 
yoked me to wound one or two with my sword. This 
gave so great an alarm to the country people there met 
together upon the occasion of the market, that I was en¬ 
compassed and two gentlemen with me and our servants; 
and after a long defence pulled off my horse, and had 
certainly been knocked on the head, had I not been 
rescued by my Moor, who got hold of the man’s arm that 
had me down, as he was going to give the blow. Being 
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got up again, I defended myself till I got into the house 
of an honest man, that gave me protection till the rabble 
was appeased. 

Prom York I went to Malton, a famous fair for horses, 
where with other gentlemen I was invited to dinner at Sir 
Thomas Norcliffe’s, who had several handsome daughters, 
especially one who was to be speedily married to a young 
gentleman with whom I had a quarrel about his mistress 
which had near spoiled the match. We should have 
fought the next day, but considering better of it, he sub¬ 
mitted (though it was he that had received the affront, 
for I threw a glass of wine in his face), and so we were 
reconciled. 

I returned to Thrybergh, and soon after to Londou 
in the stage coach. 

My grandmother Eeresby gave me money to buy 
coach and horses. I stayed there all the winter, and was 
much at the King’s Court, and often at the Queen 
Mother’s, who was arrived from Paris in November, and 
lived at Somerset House in the Strand. 

At this time the Court at Whitehall (the Duke of 
York and the Duke of Gloucester having theirs distinct 
•from the King’s) was very splendid. The kingdom at 
this time was very rich, and all people well satisfied with 
the King’s return; or such as were not durst not oppose 
the current by seeming otherwise. Not but it was likely 
that a considerable niunber could have wished it other¬ 
wise, such as had lost commands in the army which was 
now disbanded, or estates which they had quietly enj oyqd 
in the late time out of the Crown lands, the bishops’, the 
dean’s and chapter’s, or the delinquents’; dissenters in 
religion, and those of Commonwealth principles. The 
King at this time did not so much trouble himself 
with business. All things went on calmly and easily. 
He had a Parliament fiiithfully inclined to the Crown 
and the Church, ready to do what he could reasonably 
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desire for the service of either, as may be easily seen by 
the acts made by them for settling the legislative power, 
the^ militia of the kingdom, and the revenue for his 
Majesty s reign. The business was much left to the 
management of the Earl of Clarendon, then Lord Chan¬ 
cellor ; and the King, as he was of an age and vigour for 
it, followed his pleasiues; and if amongst those love pre¬ 
vailed with him more than others, he was thus far ex¬ 
cusable, besides that his complexion led to it, the women 
seemed to be the aggressors, and I have since heard the 
King say did sometimes offer themselves to his embraces. 
The two dukes, his brothers, were no less lovers of the 
sex than himself. 

This winter (or soon after) the King’s aunt came from 
the Hague to live here, the Oueen of Bohemia, who had 
tasted a great deal of misery in her time; and the Princess 
of Orange, his sister, was then come into England; who 
both died soon after ; as also the Duke of Gloucester. 

The Queen Mother did often ask me if the King had 
done anything for me, and what I desired, that she might 
speak on my behalf. The truth is, I did not pursue my 
own advantage at that time as I might have done. I went 
to Court more to converse and look about me, than to be 
so assiduous or diligent near those princes as I ought to 
have been. I relied much on the Queen’s kindness to me, 
and power with the King; but was disappointed by the 
Queen’s leaving England soon after the death of her 
children, and her returning for Paris with her daughter. 
Henrietta, unexpectedly. 

1661. 

In this month of January some discontented schis¬ 
matics raised a small rebelhon in London, and were 
headed by one Venner, their captain, but were dispersed 
before they came to any considerable head by a party of 
the Guards. The same night they went out of the town 
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proceeding the day before from the Tower to Westminster 
in order to this ceremony; the triumphal arches, pageants, 
made to receive and entertain him and the wliole Court, 
and other attendants as he passed, were finer and richer 
than was ever known upon the like o(!casions in England ; 
of all which I was an eye-witness, but as to particulars it is 
more the business of an historian than mine to relate them. 

May 8. The Parliament, newly called, assembled at 
Westminster, where the House of Lords was restored to 
its just rights, and the Commons were generally chosen of 
loyal families, but young men for the most part; which 
being told the King, he replied that was no great fault, 
for he could keep them till they got beards. 

One evening, making my court at the Queen of Bohe¬ 
mia’s, Mistress Hamilton came in, and whilst I was enter¬ 
taining of her, my Lord Carnarvon (who was a weak 
man), seeing a handsome woman, came up to us and 
began to talk to her. Another gentleman and myself, 
knowing the Queen loved mirth, resolved to divert her. 
I came to my lord and asked him if he luid any relation 
to that lady, at the same time I sent the otlier gentleman 
to wlfisper him in the ear tliat I was a colonel lately ar¬ 
rived from Prance, and that lady was my mistress, and tha,t 
he feared I resented his discoursing with her. This made 
him presently come ask my pardon before the Queen, 
protesting he knew nothing of her being my mistress, 
which, I seeming something averse to be satisfuKl with, 
he made such submissions as diverted the cirtdo for some 
time. This Queen died some months after. 

I met one Mr. Calverley, of the house of CalvcTley, 
of Calverley, at Mrs. Brown’s lodging; whore he giving me 
very rude words, and denying to give me aalisfacXion for 
them, I cudgelled him in Holborn. 

This summer was the first time that the Duke of York 
took particular notice of me ; being in discourse with 
some Frenchmen and the Preach ambassador, tlic Duke 
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and rallied again in Caen Wood, near Highgate, where a 
party of horse of the Guards, commanded by Sir Thomas 
Sands, pursued them. Being desirous to see a little 
action, I took one of my coach-horses and set my man 
upon the other, and joined Sir Thomas Sands (for I had 
no saddle-horses then in town). After seeking in the 
wood till midnight by moonshine, we came to a little 
house, where the people told us they had been desiring 
victuals some time before, and that they could not be far 
off. About one hour afterwards we found some of them 
in the thick part of the wood, who discharged upon us 
with their muskets, but by reason of the moon setting 
got from us and marched to London again before break 
of day, where they were defeated by some of the train- 
bands and the Horse-guards, their captain taken prisoner 
with about twenty more, and were all hanged, drawn and 
quartered. They died resolutely, and unrepenting of their 
crime. Some twenty of the rebels had been killed before 
in the several skirmishes, and as many of the King’s men, 
one of whom was shot with a musket ball not far from 
me in Caen Wood. 

This winter came Mistress Hamilton with her father 
and mother for England, and several endeavours were 
used to renew the friendship between us, but after the 
sight of Mistress Brown I could not return to that appli¬ 
cation. This lost me some interest at Court with the 
family of the Duke of Ormond, her eldest brother James 
being of the bedchamber to the King, and her second 
brother, George, had a great command in the French 
King’s army; in which service he was killed, and his 
other brother had the same fate at sea in the second 
Dutch war. 

Charles the Second, our gracious Sovereign, was 
crowned at Westminster the 23rd April, with all the 
splendour and magnificence that such a ceremony could 
be performed with. He dined with all the nobihty that 
day in Westminster Hall, at several tables; the Kina 
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proceeding the day before from tlie Tower to Westminster 
in order to this ceremony; tlie triumphal arches, pageants, 
made to receive and entertain him and the whole Court, 
and other attendants as he passed, were liner and richer 
than was ever known upon the like occasions in England ; 
of all which I was an eye-witness, but as to particulars it is 
more the business of an historian than mine to relate them. 

May 8. The Parliament, newly called, assembled at 
Westminster, where the House of Lords was restored to 
its just rights, and the Commons were generally chosen of 
loyal families, but young men for the most part; wliich 
being told the King, he replied that was no great fault, 
for he could keep them till they got boards. 

One evening, making my court at the Queen of Pohe- 
mia’s, Mistress Hamilton came in, and whilst I was enter¬ 
taining of her, my Lord Carnarvon (who was a weak 
man), seeing a handsome woman, came up to us and 
began to talk to her. Another gentleman and myself, 
knowing the Queen loved mirth, resolved to divert her. 
I came to my lord and asked him if he had any relation 
to that lady, at the same tiinc I sent the other gentleman 
to whisper him in the ear that I was a colonel lately ar¬ 
rived from Prance, and that lady was my mistress, and that 
he feared I resented his discoujvsing witli her. This made? 
him presently come ask my pardon before the Queen, 
protesting he knew nothing of her being my mistress, 
wliich, I seeming something averse to bo satisfied with, 
he made such submissions as diverted the (urele for some 
time. This Queen died some months after. 

I met one Mr. Calverlcy, of the house of Calvcndcy, 
of Calverley, at Mrs. Brown’s lodging; where he giving me 
very rude words, and denying to give me satisfaction for 
them, I cudgelled him in Holborn. 

This summer was the first time that the Duke of York 
took particular notice of me ; being in discourse with 
some Frenchmen and the French ambassador, tlie. Duke 
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Oc^oJer. The Duke of Buckingham/ being Lord 
Lieutenant for the West Biding of Yorkshire, gave me a 
commission for deputy lieutenant, and another for 
comet to his volunteer troop, consisting of so many 
gentlemen listed under him that were willing to serve 
the King at their own charge. Sir Jordan Crossland, 
Governor of Scarborough Castle, was lieutenant to tlie 
troop. I was a good part of the spring with my mother 
in Yorkshire, and returned in April to London. 

1662. 

In May following the King went to receive the Infanta 
of Portugal at Portsmouth, and the greatest court I ever 
saw attend him in any progress. I followed the Duke of 
Buckingham thither, who gave me all the accommodation 

^ Buckingham’s entry into the county is thus described in Mercurius 
Pt^licus for Nov. 7, 1661 ;— 

* York, October 30. Because one of the greatest honours due to hia 
Majesty is the kind reception of the Lords Lieutenants, I thought fit to tell 
you how my Lord Duke of Buckingham was received into his command. 
At Doncaster all the nobUity and gentry, that a sudden notice could give, 
came to wait upon his grace, and the town received him with all the joy 
and best music they could make; the Mayor and Alderman presented tLem- 
selves with good store of wine and a banquet, and the next day waited upon 
him to church morning and afternoon with their best solemnities. On 
Monday Sir George Cooke conducted him towards York with a gallant 
troop of volunteers. Sir Godfrey Copley would have done the same j but 
his troop, consisting of above 300 quarter’d at that distance, that hia grace 
thought fit to excuse him the trouble. At Tadcaster he was met by the 
High Sheriff, Sir Thomas Slingsby, and Sir Metcalfe Robinson, and their 
troops, with the wayes full of gentry and others. At York the city regi¬ 
ment, under the command of the High Sheriff, made a lane to his lodging, 
and all the while we could hear nothing but guns from the tower, and. God 
bless his Majesty and our noble Lord Lieutenant; as soon as he was in the 
inn, each regiment saluted his grace with great volleys of shot, and the bells 
continued their uoise all the night after.’ 




SIR JOHN RERESBY. 


53 


I could desire, in a house he had taken on purpose, all 
the time the Court remained there, which was very near 
one month. The Queen arrived the 14th, and after his 
Majesty’s arrival and tlie consummation of the marriage 
performed by the Bishop of London, the rest of their 
stay was passed in feasting, balls, and all sorts of diver¬ 
sions. All this time it was very discernible that the King 
was not much enamoured of his bride. She was very 
little, not handsome (though her face was indifferent), and 
her education so different from his, being most of her 
time brought up in a monastery, that she had nothing 
visible about her capable to make the King forget 
his inclination to the Countess of Castlemaine (since 
Duchess of Cleveland), by whom the King had had a 
child and had afterwards many more, and wlio was then 
the finest woman of lier age. It was suspected that my 
Lord Chancellor Hyde, afterwards Lord Clarendon, the 
great Minister of State at that time, that made thematch^ 
was no stranger to the Queen’s defects, and to one more, 
which was that she had a complaint upon her that made 
her unlikely (if not incapable) to have issue; and that he 
did it rather for this, that so in probabihty the crown 
might descend to the Duke of York, who was contracted, 
if not then married, to his daughter. 

This summer I came into Yorkshire, and was at Thry- 
bergh, where my mother and her husband, Mr. Moyser, 
as yet did continue, till July, when I went to Scarborough 
Spa. There were many persons of quality that went that 
summer for their health or their diversion; there was 
amongst others a lord that had a fine woman to his wife 
(a relation of mine). The lord, after a short stay, was for 
going away with his lady, who told me she had a mind to 
stay a little longer. I endeavoured to persuade his lord- 
ship to it, but could not prevail; but finding he had a 
friend with him who had much power to persuade him, I 
went and told him that except my lord stayed some few 



and declared he would give me what satisfaction I would 
desire the next- morning (it being then late). I answered 
I would not trust him except he lay with me all night, 
which he did; but the next morning he was of another 
mind, and went and prevailed with my lord and his com¬ 
pany to stay some time longer, which put ah end to the 
dispute. My mother was there at the same time, and 
Mistress Brown. That lord’s lady and I went from 
Scarborough to be gossips to a child of Sir Thomas Heb- 
blethwaites. But I returned agam to Mistress Brown, 
who had been at Aldwarke with her uncle Francland some 
time before, and left London to avoid the importunity of 
some friends (her mother amongst others), wha had been 
very pressing with her to marry a gentleman of a con¬ 
siderable fortune, which she pretended to refuse on my 
account. My grandmother Yarburgh died this year, a 
very pious woman and an excellent mother, but did leave 
my mother not what she expected, being never perfectly 
reconciled to her for marrying her second husband. 

Near this time, it being feared that the seeds of the 
late insiurection had sown themselves in this part of the 
kingdom, the deputy heutenants received orders to make 
a general search for arms and to inquire into people’s 
principles, and how they stood assured to the Government. 
The city of York and the Ainsty were allotted Sir Thomas 
Slingsby and me as our province in this matter. 

There had been several meetings in different divisions 
of the deputy heutenants for the taxing all men’s estates 
towards the mihtia, according to the new Act of Parlia¬ 
ment for that purpose, and after there was a general 
meeting at York, which completed that business. 

Mistress Hotham, falling very sick at that time, sent 
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me lier will by lier maid, being then in York, by which 
she left me the greatest part of what she had; but 
recovered to dispose of it and her person together. 

My poor mother continued extremely afflicted with 
the gout all this winter at Thrybergh, where I stayed 
with her for the most part, and was very pressing that 
she would consent, to my marrying Mistress Frances 
Brown ; but she, believing that I might forget her in time 
and choose somebody of a gi'eater family and fortime, 
denied me; and I, resolving not to marry without her 
consent, was (iontciit to stay, but found my kindness was 
so great for her that it wa,s not easy to alter it. It was 
this year that I let leases of my lands in Thrybergh, and 
improved my rents near one hundred pounds per annum, 
besides a year’s rent for a fine for the most part. It was 
then likewise that I planted a close of six acres, called the 
Infield, on the north side of Thrybergh Hall. 
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AdTenture in Moorfields—Htmting with the Royal Brothers—Duel 
with an Irish Gentleman—Farnley Wood Plot—At York and Ponte¬ 
fract with the Militia—Sir Henry Bellasis—Anecdote of Lord 
William Russell—War with the Dutch—Rereshy's Marriage—Family 
Differences—Inventory of his Effects—His three Brothers—The Great 
Plague—^Duke and Duchess of York visit York—Sir John seeks to be 
High Sheriff—With Buckingham and his brother Officers at York— 
Amusements and Intrigues there—The Countess of Shrewsbury—Quar¬ 
rel between Buckingham and Lord Fauconberg—The Duke shows the 
white Feather—Disaffection at Leeds—The Great Fire—Reresby High 
Sheriff—Duties and Profits of the Office—Buckingham’s Relations with 
the King—^His Disgraces and Restorations to favour—Lord Burlington 
as Lord Lieutenant—York Assizes—The East Coast threatened by the 
Dutch—^Public Affairs—Colonel Blood at Ferrybridge—Changes in the 
Government—Clarendon’s FaU—Buckingham Chief Minister—Improve- 
menl^ at Thrybergh—^Yorkshire Gardening—Death of Reresby’s Mother 
3^ <dd Duke of Newcastle—Court Visitors—Death of the Duke of 
Albeanarle—Rra^hy a Justice of the Peace—The Princess of Orleans— 
Duke of York and the Nonconformists—The Coventry Act—Anec¬ 
dote of the Prince of Orange, 


I WENT for London in March. Whilst I was in the 
country I received a letter from one that had been a 
solder in Gromwell’s army, who pretended he was able 
to discoTer to me a place in Templeborongh (part of my 
nmr Ickles), where some considerable sum of 
moa^ had been Hdden in the late wars; which letter 
w dated from toe sign of the Cross, near Moorfields, in 
laApril I took Mr. TkdaU, my relation, with 
^ and to see if I could find out this place in Lou- 
the man. After enquiring for him in several 
as we came out of one we met a genteel kind of a 
man m an aUey, who told me I came from a house of ill- 






imtit-r I'luakv vvilh wlai*!i he .struek ut me lielbre I 
emiltl i»rl uiii my !tui misHial me. By thi.s t'uiu'. 

my euy^in 'riiitlull i-ame u|» tu him, wh»m he iiImu .slruek 
ut, Hilt! htliiiiji t»n ilii* lieutl, kimeketl him iluwn. By this 
lime I eii!iitii|,* lip, imil making h pnw, he winimletl me 
with the end of tin* Ik»w in my f«w<ml lumd, that I had 
miieh lt» ti»» to iiotd my j<wur<h till, rtH’overiag mymdf a 
little, I rail tu ii|«ai him awl wmmdeil him in llu* Belly. 
Hie rnBBIe ip>w eiiiiH* id«nil iH, wn/.etl and earrital uh Be¬ 
fore a jtiHii.-i* «»f the whtt Builetl iw ii|Hm City 

M'l’iiriiy for The iiism was in tlanger nf di'iith 

for SIX Week*4, ttifieli ruiisisl iw ftt idwamtl till wt! t*om- 
potiiided fhe uiaiirr for fitl/.^uwl then we ii|)|a‘ared again, 
the niiiii reeoi.rrilig WHin lifter. 

I'his sjtiitliirr fhe I hike look a fnney (and Humetinu'H 
fill' K nil--'I to l»iir!i Iliilil ill Kiitield tlim’e and the Forent, 
where, an e%e»-llrf}| horse, I hud tin* honour fti 

aflrlid fhrfli ss.isteflilteH. ( hir daV tlu* llOfHe of tllj laiftl 

c h'le {sjiiee the I hike of Keweji.*4!le| tiring, 1 lent him 
wine, iind iitoli iny imiiib, The King tiined that day at 
f^tr Edward \\h‘*>f|tb lodge, with tlu’ Ihike Ids lirolher, the 
Itiikr of llnekiiigliaiii, jind liiiide un all sil ilown that 
hiuiird Willi lout; %vliere he Wii« in giaal luimour, and 
ilfuiik \ery hat'll. IVn diiy» iifttT, attending the ftuke 
again at the wiiite llit-re lM*i«g nolHidy in at tin* 

death of lie* |jiti the Ihike, one of his e«|uerrieH, and 
misrlf, my home By a stidileii turn, riiBng Befori* Ida 
llighliess, pate file II tiill. The Duke wars MS kiwi aa to 
nde Hlo-r my lioim* to tiilie iiilii, fill some of flu* I'omptmy 
I'iUiie in folio If, Aiioiiier the King tseing in the 

field, hip! I lollomiig eltiw Beldinl liim, ii do<g rouw’d a 
Burk oil! of a ifiiit Iriiped miT »!)* head, itiul 









me JDeiu iiu uie unugc-iuwu, —- 

gentleman, was to give him a venison pasty. At dinner 
the latter provoked me to give him some language, which 
he so fax resented that he demanded satisfaction, either by 
denying that I meant any injury to him by the saying of 
the words, and asking his pardon, or by fightnig with him. 

I denied the first, and so being challenged was obliged to 
fight him that afternoon in Hyde Park, which I did, an 
Irish gentleman that he met by the way being his second, 
and Sir Henry Behasis mine. At the first pass I hurt 
him slightly on the sword hand, and at the same time he 
dosing with me, we both fell to the ground (he having 
hold of my sword and I of his). Sir Henry and his man 
were fighting at the same time close by, and Sir Henry 
had got the better, woimded the other in the belly, and 
disarmed him, and was coming in to us as we were both 
lisai, I having got his sword out of his hands, which I 
took home with me, but sent it to him the next day. 
The second to Macdemar was in danger of death by his 
wound for some weeks, which made us abscond. I was 
with the Duke of Buckingham the best part of this time 
at Wallingford House; hut at last it pleased God that the 
man recovered. 

August 2. I set forward for Yorkshire, and was soon 
after followed by the Duke of Buckingham, who by order 
from the King was sent to his heiitenancy of the West 
diere to raise the mihtia to oppose a rebellion 
wimh, m fire Court had intelligence, was ready to break 
(Mil in ftafjse parte. The parties concerned in the carrying 
out of d^gn were some officers of the late Parlia¬ 
ment army, and some dissatisfied persons upon account of 
losing fiieir Crown and Church lands by the King’s return, 
and di^snters in point of religion. The chief of them 






upon this suspicion. The discovery came from Colonel 
Smithson and Colonel Greathead, who had been in service 
against the King, and were solicited to engage with these 
rebels. They pretended they would, and met to consult 
for carrying on the plot, but discovered it from the first 
to Sir Thomas Gower, who advised them still to dissemble 
till they had drawn in all the friends they could to join 
with them, and then to give evidence against them. Some 
condemned this in Sir Thomas, because upon their several 
examinations (in the taking of which I was concerned as 
a deputy-lieutenant) there seemed some to be engaged 
not so much from inclination as persuasion of those that 
evidenced against them. 

The rendezvous of the mditia was appointed near 
Pontefract; Sir George Savile’s regiment of Foot, the 
duke’s own volunteer troop, and Sir Edward Wroth’s 
standing troop of my Lord Oxford’s regiment to quarter 
within die town; and the rest of the forces in the towns 
and villages adjacent. The night it was expected the 
rebels would rise I was scarce got to bed at the Duke’s 
quarters, when Mr. Fairfax (since Lord Fairfax) came with 
intelligence that they were met in a wood called Farnley 
Wood near the town, and were marching towards it to 
surprise it. The alarm was presently given, and all went 
to their arms; but it proved a false alarm hi part, for it was 
true they had met in the wood, but findhig their number 
not suitable to what they expected, they dispersed them¬ 
selves and went home about break of day. However, 
about one-and-twenty of them were discovered not only 
to have been in these councils, but at this rising, and 
were all found guilty of high treason by a special Com¬ 
mission of Oyer and Terminer brought down to York for 
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Danby, and Sir Jordan Crossland, my lieutenant. 

The duke went from hence to York, where he stayed 
some weeks taking the examinations of the prisoners, and 
diverting himself at nights with his deputy lieutenants 
and officers, or dancing with the ladies; where happened 
many adventures. 

September 6. I went for London, upon a quarrel 
between Mistress Brown and me, and the opposition I 
found amongst my friends to consent to my marriage. I 
got leave to go for Erance, and a pass from the general 
the Duke of Albemarle to carry with me some English 
horses, which I provided accordingly, but my mother’s 
importunity stopped my journey. She was come up to 
London for her health, and continued there that winter. 


1664. 

Sir Henry Bellasis having made some waste in his 
estate, his father, my Lord Bellasis, advised him of think¬ 
ing to repair it by getting a rich wife, he having now 
continued a young widower three years. This counsel 
and his circumstances made him marry a young lady 
daughter to my Lady Armine, worth 1,000^. per annum; 
but ms inclinations were so extremely set on another 
lady, Mistress Gertrude Pierrepoint, that he could never 
remove them from thence all the time that he lived, 
toough he married the other, and used to say that since 
e could not marry her nobody else should; for he 
could not endure to think of any man’s enjoying her but 
hnnself. The young lady all this time gave him no 
micomagement m the least, but was exactly virtuous, 
w c ma e this humour of his the more extravagant. 
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with a challenge to Mr. Eussell, for having (as he pre¬ 
tended) heard that he had reflected upon him and some 
friends of liis by words, whereas the truth was he was 
angry for his pretending to Mistress Pierrepoint. When I 
came to Mr. Eussell, he seemed concerned more at the 
reason of the challenge than at the challenge itself, hav¬ 
ing (as he said, and I did believe) never spoken ill of Sir 
Henry nor his friends, and not knowing the true cause, 
and therefore denying the words. Sir Henry, at my 
instance, proceeded no further, especially for that he heard 
the treaty was broken off. The lady long after (and 
after Sir Henry’s death) was married to the Marquis of 
Halifax; and Mr. Eussell was he that was after con¬ 
victed and executed for high treason. 

The war now broke out between us and the Dutch. 
The Parliament being called, voted that they would stand 
by his Majesty in this war with their lives and for¬ 
tunes, and then were prorogued till August the 20th, and 
afterwards by proclamation till November the 24th, The 
Parliament then meeting, voted a supply to the King, for 
the carrying on of this war, of 2,500,000/. His royal 
highness, the High Admiral, set to sea on the 9th. I was 
now resolved to go volunteer m this service, and was not 
without hopes to be aboard the Duke’s own ship. In 
order to this I bought a bed, clothes and all necessaries 
for sea ; on the 15th went to ask leave of the King, and 
to receive his commands to the Duke, intending to part 
the next day. The King told me that he consented to 
my going, but had letters to write to the Duke, which he 
would send by me, and bid me stay for them from day to 
day (expecting, I found afterwards, first to hear from the 
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the Duke and the fleet returned till the next spring. 


1665 . 


This winter my mother consented to my marrying 
Mistress Brown, thinking it might be a means to fix me 
at home, which was performed at St. Dunstan’s church on 
the 9di of March, 1665. My wife’s fortune was not 
1,200^., and my estate, in present portion, only Thiybergh, 
which was soon after increased by the death of my 
grandmother Eeresby. She gave all her own land to Sir 
Tamworth Eeresby, my uncle, and to her daughter, and 
jmrt also to her youngest son, called Leonard. Some 
{mxts of it she had disposed of in her lifetime to them and 
otibiers; so that nothing came to me but what she could 
not hinder me ofi which were IcMes and Brinsford (her 
Jointiire); and yet I never knew of any quarrel she had 
to me, but my being a Protestant. However, those gifts 
^Idom prt^per out of their right course, for I have since 
lived to s^ Sir Tamworth and Leonard sell all their land, 
land to hide themsdves for fear of arrests. The first had 


4MI. a year b^d^ a great sum of money left him by his 
mother, and the latter had 120Z. per amuini; but the whole 
estate winch my grandmother had and disposed of from 
the femly was 1,200/. per annum; as Sir William 
awnredme, who enjoyed as much then in right of 
^ of and co-heiress with my ginnd- 
m the benefit we received by her was that 
cW for the younger children. 

for my brothers and sister by my 
w# ww out of Brinsford and Ickles, but that 
was vmd, h« having conveyed that estate in col- 







June 12. I came witli my family to Thrybergh, 
where I found my bouse in a ruinous condition, and all 
the furniture removed to Beverley, where my stepfather 
had built a house and lived with my mother; except four 
beds, six dishes, six pair of sheets, some fiunitiue for the 
kitchen, six silver spoons, a large silver salt (given me by 
Sir Francis Foljambe, my godfather), and some old heir¬ 
looms, some eight old pictiues and as many books, with 
very little more; and with this stock I began the world. 

The portion of my wife was soon gone in jDaying my 
debts, which were about 600/., and providing stock and 
necessaries for my house and groimds. The rental of 
Brinsford and Ickles did then amount to 429/. 25. 4:d. per 
annum, and I paid annually out of it to my brothers and 
sister 220/.; my youngest brother I placed at St. John’s 
College in Cambridge, where he soon after obtained a 
scholarship, ^nd some time after that a fellowship; my 
second brother Edmond had been boimd apprentice to a 
woollen-draper, but had left his trade. I foimd him in 
the country when I came down; he stayed there not 
long, but went to trail a pike in the King’s regiment of 
Guards; was afterwards volunteer in the three engage¬ 
ments between us and the Dutch at sea in the second war, 
and was recompensed with a colom at his return to land, 
some time after with a partisan in the same regiment, 
which he after sold, and his annuity from me of 60/. per 
annum. With that money he was allowed by the King to 
buy a company, of which he is now captain. My third 
brother Jervasewent merchant into Spain about this time, 
where he continues as yet. My sister and my wife’s sister 








pe.ople would usually fall down dead m tJie streei^s 
went about tbeir occasions; which puts me in mind 
toie story of a bagpiper, who being dead drunk, fell as e i 
in the street, where betimes in the morning e was 
up and thrown into the cart amongst the bodies fomid dead 
of the sickness, which they were carrying out of 
to be buried. It being then about daybreak, and ^ 
morning dusky, the piper wakened as the cart was going, 
and took out his pipes, raised himself, and began o 
play. Those that drove the cart seeing the motion but 
imperfectly, and hearing the strange noise, ran straig 
away very much frightened, and reported that they had 
taken up the devil in the form of a dead man. 

My marriage spoiled my gomg to sea this^ summer, 
where his highness had been ever since April, and in 
June had got a glorious victory over the Dutch. The 
TTrng went to Salisbury some part of this summer. 

August 5. Bns royal highness and his duchess came 
down to York, where they stayed till September the 23rd, 
whsL the Duke went for Oxford, where the King was to 
meet the Parliament. The Duchess went not till some 
time after. Most of the gentry attended at York whilst 
their highnesses were there. The Duke passed his time 
in ^looting and other exercises, the Duchess in receiving 
Ae ladi^ which she did very ohhgingly. One evening 
a httie make (which I kept in bran in a box) in 
mg Iteyi w I was in the presence, one of the maids of 
of it was frightened. The Duchess, hearing 
what was the occasion, desired to see the 


mA took it into her hand without any fear. This 
ww Ghanoellor Hyde’s daughter, and she was a 
Yrnf hm&cane woman, and had a great deal of wit; 



me Lioness not unKina to mm, Diit very innocentiy. ne 
was afterwards banished the Court for another reason, 
as was reported. 

The Duchess in her return lay at Welbeck, the old 
Duke of ]!v[ewcastle being alive, where she was splendidly 
entertained, the Duke of York having directed that the 
same respect should be paid her wherever she passed as 
if he were present. The Duke of Buckingham and my 
Lord Ogle had a quarrel there. 

October 5. I went to Oxford, to put the King in mind 
of his promise to make me high sheriff for the county 
of York the ensuing year; but I heard that Sir Erancis 
Cobbe (who had been sheriff this very year, and had been 
at some extraordinary charge in attending u^^on or 
receiving the Duke and the Court at York) had obtained 
the King’s promise to continue for another year, at his 
highness’s intercession. To be further assured, I went 
to the Duke and informed him of my pretensions, and 
desired his assistance. He confirmed what I had heard 
before, but told me if I had spoken to him sooner, he 
would have done the same thing for me, advising me still, 
if 1 had the King’s promise before, to pursue it. How¬ 
ever, I thanked him for the liberty which he gave me, but 
said I would rather expect a little longer than appear in 
anything where his highness was concerned for another. 
The Duke took this very kindly, went with me to the King, 
and presented me to him for the next year after; who 
gave me his hand to kiss, and his word once more for it. 

December 2. I returned to Thrybergh and kept my 
first Christmas, where Sir Henry Bellasis came and stayed 
a great part of it with me. 


p 
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January 1. The French King declared war against 
England, and the Ejng returned to London with the Court 
not long after. 

This spring I mended a great part of my house, which 
was very ruinous to the south, the timber being decayed 
as well as the outside, which was only laths and lime or 
rough cast, with which it was covered. 

June 20. I received a letter from the Duke of Buck¬ 
ingham that the King, having given him commission to 
raise a troop of horse, he had chosen me for his cornet, 
and therefore desired me to raise some fit men for that 
service, and to meet him with them at York with all 
haste. At the same time I had a letter from my friend, 
Sir Henry BeUasis, telling me how he had endeavoured to 
be heutenant to the Duke, but that he came too late. 
Sir Jordan Crossland being resolved upon before; but 
that he had so great a mind to be in the same troop with 
me, that if Sir Jordan would relinquish his claim for 
100/., he empowered me to offer it to him, not doubting 
but that the Duke would be well pleased with it. At this 
time Sir Jordan Crossland, a fine gentleman and a good 
soldier, was also governor of Scarborough Castle. The 
Duke soon after sent me my commission from the King 
for cornet, dated the 6th July. The whole troop was 
raised before the end of July, all of them gentlemen or 
old soldiers, being in number fourscore, beside officers ; and 
the servants that belonged to the troop being as many as 
their masters. We so ordered the matter that Sir Henry 
BeUasis was soon after admitted heutenant instead of Sir 
Jordan Crossland. AU the ofldcers loved music so well 
that the Duke had a set of violins, Sir Henry had 
another, and I also had three musicians that played very 
weU, one on the violin, one on the hautboy, and one on. 
the bass-viol. We continued in quarters at York two 
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luontliB, cUii’ing which time the Duke exercised the troop 
liimself three tiiiu!s a week. During this time my Lord 
Cardigan (‘.ame into the. nortli to see some relations he 
had tliere, with his lady, tlie Earl of Shrewsl)ury and his 
lady, and a great retinue. The Duke bc'ginning then that 
■fatal amour with my I'jady Shn'.wsbury (which aftcirwards 
cost lusr hu.sband Ids life) ])revailcid with that c.ompany to 
make sonm stay in York, where', he ent.erlaineil all the 
company at a vast expense, in my Lord Irwin’s house, for 
a whole month. The days weTc s[K'nt in visits and play, 
and all sorts of div'ersions that place (‘onld atUn’d ; and the 
nights in dancing sonu'times till day tluMiext morning: 
only the two Earls, not being men for those', sports, went 
Itj be'tl sonu'thing t'arly. I sent at tins time' for my wife 
to wait on tlu' Uucht'ss of Jliickingham, who, good woman, 
perceivi'd nothing at, that time of the inlrigut'. that was 
carrying on bt'lwei'ii lu*r hnsl)and and the Count ess of 
^>hre'WHbury; but her stay tlu're was hut short, it being 
no good school for a young wife. This di’sign (or rather 
practice') wais not howt'ver e‘e)neealed te) all pi'oplei, (briny 
iHird Brudt'iie'll, breillier tt> the Clonnte'ss, told me oneelay 
ovi'i' a bottle'. e)f wiiK', that coming hastily (hrenigh the 
eruung rtKmi tlu' evt'idng befen’e*, he' saw Iwe) tall pe'i’sons 
toge'llu'r, and he thought limy looked like the Duke and 
his sisli'r, but he wemld mil be too inquisitive for fear 
it should prove' sei. And one night my Lord Briidcnell 
was Hcmt (or fremi the tavern very late to his sistt'r’s 
eliandnT to her and my liord Bhrcwslmry’s friends, (hey 
ha\ iug had a grc'ut tjnarre'l of jealousy eoiu'eniiiig the 
Duke', anel ye?t the CemutesH had so great a power with 
her lemd that Im stayed senne time al’leir that,. 

ts(M)n after thise’ennpanyhad gone my Leird Eaueonherg 
eamt' to dine with the Duke, wluu'e a great deal e)f com¬ 
pany was pre'sc'ut, Hir George Bavile, since my Lord UaJi - 
fax, uinongst otlu'rs, who had alse) a tremp ed' horse. A 
({iiarrt'l happened betwec'U the' Duke and his lemlslup iipou 
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some words spoken by tlie Duke, w'hicli bis lordsbip 
resented, and retmmed suck to his grace, that Sir George 
Savile was employed to carry his lordship a challenge. I 
suspecting something of the matter by what I had heard 
at dinner, went and offered the Duke my service for 
second ; but he told me he knew not whether it would 
come to fighting or not; if it did he had made choice 
already of Sir George Savile. Soon after, as I was in the 
Minster, Sir George came by and desired me to provide 
him a longer sword (his being too short), by which 
I found the challenge was accepted, and, watching the 
Duke’s motion, followed him and the rest at a distance to 
the field, so as I was not perceived, and by the benefit of 
a hedge was so near where they stood to fight that I heard 
and saw all that passed. Sir "Wilham Ei’ancland was 
second to my Lord Dauconberg. Three of the four drew 
their swords, but the Duke I found had more mind to 
parley than to fight, and kept his in the scabbard, till 
taking some verbal and superficial satisfaction of my Lord 
Dauconberg, the dispute went no further. I was sorry to 
see my captain come off so calmly in this matter, and 
telling Sir Henry Bellasis of it in friendship, he told it to 
another when he was drunk, who told it to the Duke. 
Some days after this the troop marched to quarter at 
Doncaster, where, finding the Duke to frown upon me, I 
understood from a friend the cause of it, and went pre¬ 
sently to Sir Henry, who said he believed he had said 
something of it when he was drunk, but would deny that 
he had heard it fr’om me, if the Duke asked him of it, but 
from his cousin. Lord Dauconberg, for he had heard him 
say something to the same purpose. I told him it became 
me so ill, being the Duke’s officer, to reflect on my cap¬ 
tain, that if he laid it to me it must occasion a quarrel 
between him and me, and that Sir Henry Eellasis was the 
last man that I desired to have a difference with. He - 
promised me to disown the whole thing as to me, con- 
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fcsaing Ills fuult to rcvtial auytliing that was told him in 
(lonfideuce. Soon ulk'r tlu*. Duki'. sont for him and nu‘, 
whore he owmd ho had said what ho hoard, but not from 
1110 , nor oonld Iio wt'll rocolloot Ironi wliom, but ho 
thought from my Lord Fauooiiborg. This mndo (ho 
Duke appear roeoiieiled to na*, lliough 1 foiiud ho nevm* 
was porroe.lly, liiit suspooled mo still. 

jiiu/iist. 2. The I)uki‘ lofr the troop and lay that night, 
from Doncaster a.t h'hrybergli, whore I on(i*r(ained him at 
supper with all the neighboiiringgoiilry as wi'llas I (anild. 
lie a[)peared oxtrenu'ly pleased with his reeepliou, ami 
the next day went towards lioudom Home eight days 
arier, Leeds bt'iug looktul upon as (he most disatleeted 
])laeo of (hat country, wi' laid orders to go ami ipiarter at 
Leeds, wlan’o tlui lieiilmiaiit, Hir Henry Hihasi.s, marehetl 
the (roo|), and I followed .soon aHer from Lhrybergh. We, 
(‘ontinuod there, until the 20th of Hepimuber following, 
when, evcaything being cpiiet at borne, that troop, as well 
a,s all the rest, new levied, wt'i'e rt'dneed. In lliis troop 
several younger brotlua-s of good families wen* private 
troopers, as Major Gowc'r, vHir John Kayo’s brother, Mr. 
Aldborough, Leonard Ueresby, and Kdmoml Ueresby my 
hrother, sinee eapbiin of tlu* (Umnls, with many othi'r.s. 

A liagpy victory was obtained by Ids Majesty’s tlei’t 
under the eommand of I,Vince Hupert uguin.st tin* Dutch; 
the Duke of Albemarle, was also om* of the admirulM in 
this engagement, wlio maintained the fight with fifty of 
lus Maje.sty’s ships agidnst eiglily great one.s of tlmeiu'my. 
This was soon after seeondt'd with another victory, so (hut 
the Dutch were forced to ri'tin* into (heir liarbours towards 
the latter end of Augiisi. 

Siftevibar 2. A great and dismal fire, began in 
ruddhig Lane within tlie city of London, which, not¬ 
withstanding all endeavours that could be* used, burm-d to 
uslies the gn*at(!Ht part of that great ami splemlid city in 
the Hiiaee of four days. It did not stop (ill it came to 
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Temple Bar. Many were tlie conjectures of the cause of 
this fire; some said it was done by the French, others by 
the Papists; but it was certainly mere accident. But, 
however it happened, the dreadfid effects of it were not 
so strange as the rebuilding was of this great city, which, 
by reason of the King’s and Parliament’s care (then 
sitting), and the great wealth and opidency of the city 
itself, was rebuilt most stately with brick (the greatest 
part being before nothing but lath and lime) in four or 
five years’ time. 

October 2. I went for London to put the King and 
Duke in mind of their promise to make me high sheriff 
of the county; where I no sooner appeared before the 
Duke of York but he told me, ‘ I remembered you for all 
you were not here, and yom business is done for you.’ 
And at that time, to speak the truth, no prince was 
observed to be more punctual to his promise. I foimd 
what the Duke had told me to be true ; the King did 
graciously confirm it, and named me high sheriff for the 
county of York, the year ensuing, for all I was not of 
the three presented to him by the judges. 

So soon as my commission was sealed I went for my 
own liouse in Yorkshire, and from thence in a few days 
for York, where great application was made to me for 
olfices ; but I made choice of one Mr. Thomas Fairfax for 
my under-sheriff, and one Kays for my seal keeper. The 
gaoler tlien gave me 1607 to have the custody of the 
gaol. I had the same sum presented me for the county 
court, and I made of the bailiwicks about 1457—in all 
about 465/., besides the profits of the seal, which made 
the whole near 1,200Z.; but the charges of both assizes, 
salaries to officers, liveries and equipage, took off so much 
that I cannot say I saved clear 2007, all charges' con¬ 
sidered. Whilst I was at London I got the broad seal 
passed in favour of one Mr. Looker to have the sole 
making of steel for fourteen years, according to the statute 
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long, wliich made him dispense with many insolences ; for 
example, after the battle of Worcester, the Duke of Buck¬ 
ingham saved himself by flight in Holland, reported that 
the King had Hi-behaved himself in that conflict, and that 
he lay now hidden in some gentleman’s house, and was 
happier in his own opinion than if he was upon his 
throne; which being told to the Princess of Orange, she 
forbade him to come to the Court. I myseK have heard 
him in his mirth make too bold with his Majesty and his 
brother. 

During his disgrace the Duke lay concealed in Sir 
Henry Bellasis’s house, who ran a great hazard in this 
and some other particulars for his sake; and when he 
was restored Sir Henry had so iU. returns for what he did 
(as he told me himself), that for some slight jealousy he 
had of him for the Countess of Shrewsbury (altogether 
undeserved), he never came nor sent to see him all the 
while he lay ill of the wound given him by Mr. Porter, 
which put a period to his dear life. 

May 25. I had orders from Coiut to give notice to 
the lord heutenants or their deputies to draw some of the 
militia to the seaside towards Burlington, it being feared 
that the Dutch would make a descent upon that coast; but 
my Lord Bellasis, then lord lieutenant of the East Biding, 
thought it not needful so soon. Sir Jerome Smith being 
come with his squadron to secure that coast. About this 
time I received a letter from my Lord Burlington, who 
was then a great friend of my Lord Chancellor Clarendon 
(an alliance being now concluded between them, Mr. 
Laurence Hyde, since Lord Eochester and Lord High 
Treasurer of England, second son to the Lord Chancellor, 
having married my Lord Burlington’s daughter), whereby 
he acquainted me that he had made my Lord Chancellor 
and my Lord Arlington sensible of my services to the 
Government, and of the obligations I had laid upon him 
in particular. 
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June 4. I had a letter from Secretary Morice, whereby 
he ordered me to send up one Levens, a prisoner of State 
then in my gaol, which I observed j but I found after¬ 
wards it was not regular, for I ought not to have parted 
with him without a Habeas Corpus. 

About this time I had notice to write to my Lord 
Bellasis that some foot and a troop of horse should be 
sent to reinforce his lordship in the East Kicling from the 
deputy lieutenants of the West Hiding, if he so desired, 
which was done accordingly. 

A peace was concluded with France, Denmark, and 
the States-General; but before it was sufficiently known, 
the Dutch sent a part of their fleet up the river Tliames 
as high as Chatham, where they burnt several of his 
Majesty’s ships, and put the whole city of London into 
such a fear that they were ready to leave their houses 
and estates to the mercy of the enemy, whom they 
believed already at their backs. The militia of the City 
and several of the Guards were drawn down to oppose 
them, where a great many were kdled before they could 
repulse them. 

The Parliament was prorogued near this time till 
October, which had then given his Majesty a tax upon 
land. The King, wanting money by advance, sent to 
borrow it in several parts of the kingdom, and in York¬ 
shire amongst others, offering to give security out of the 
land tax to repay it. A meeting of the deputy lieutenants 
was held at York to this purpose, my Lord Diuiiiigton 
being again lord lieutenant of the West Hiding by another 
disgrace that the Duke of Buckingham lay under; but no 
money could be gotten, they and others excusing them¬ 
selves to my Lord Burlington, and so to the King, by 
reason of the poverty of the country. 

Mason, a prisoner of State, sent down guarded by 
some ten troopers of the guard to be tried at York, was 
rescued by five men at Ferrybridge and taken Ifom them. 
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One Scott that commanded the guard was killed, and 
some of the party iU wounded. I passed there about a 
quarter of a.n hour before the fact was done. Hue-and- 
cry, with all other endeavours, were used to take the 
rescuers, but all ineffectually. I gave my Lord Arlington 
a speedy account of the whole matter. We since under¬ 
stood that one Mr. Blood (the same that took my lord of 
Ormond prisoner out of his coach in London streets, stole 
the regal crown, and did several desperate actions after¬ 
wards) was the chief of the party. And yet the King, 
having taken him, thought fit to pardon him for all these 
crimes. 

July 30.—found from a letter dated that day from 
my Lord Arlington that the said rescue was thought the 
most insolent act against the King and the Government 
that had happened of a long time ; as also that the late 
project of the loan for the King had produced a small 
effect all oVer England. 

The summer assizes were held at York, which lasted 
ten days and cost me 300^. The troubles and fears of 
people were so great at this time that there was but little 
business of law, which made my profit proportionable. 
Mr. Justice Turner and Mx. Justice Eainsford were the 
two judges who came that circuit. Ten were condemned 
and executed that assizes for mmder, horse-stealing, and 
other felonies. 

My Lord Southampton, Lord High Treasurer of Eng¬ 
land, being lately dead, the said office was first put into 
the hands of four commissioners—^the Luke of Albemarle, 
my Lord Ashley (afterwards Earl of Shaftesbury), Sir 
William Coventry (who was secretary to the Luke of 
York), and Sir John Luncombe. The Parliament having 
sat from the 29th of July, amongst other things fell upon 
the then great favourite the Earl of Clarendon, Lord 
Chancellor of England and father-in-law of the Luke of 
York; and as an impeachment was preparmg against him, 
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the King took firom him the great seal and gave it to Sir 
Orlando Bridgman as Lord Keeper. Some mouths after 
my Lord Clarendon, fearing the pursuit of his adversaries 
in and out of Parliament, thouglit fit to retire secretly 
into Prance, where he died some years after. The greatest 
enemy that this earl had in the House of Lords was the 
Duke of Buckingham; and Sir Thomas Osborne, since 
Earl of Danby, in the House of Commons ; which was the 
first step to Sir Thomas’s future rise, by the help of the 
Duke of Buckingham, who was now perfectly restored to 
the King’s favour and acted as principal Minister of State. 
The King consulted him chiefly in all matters of moment; 
the foreign ministers apphed themselves to him, before 
they were admitted to have audience of the King; but he 
was so unfi t, for this character, by reason of his giving hun- 
self up to his pleasmres, that (tmrning the night into day 
and the day into night) he neglected both his attendance 
upon the Kin g, the receiving of ministers, and other per¬ 
sons that waited to speak to him, and indeed ah. sort of 
business, so that he lasted not long. 

The heutenancy being now in the Duke’s hands and 
taken from my Lord Burlington, I was one of those in 
the West Biding with many more that his grace was 
angry with. My Lord Burlington, speaking to the King 
of this, and of the services I did him in that country, 
the King spoke more kindly of me than I deserved, and 
said he would make peace between us ; but whether his 
Majesty attempted or not I never enquired, or applied 
myself to his grace. For having gained his displeasure 
for nothing but the preferring the King’s service to his 
friendship, I was not sorry that he frowned upon me for 
doing my duty. And tliis the King understood very 
well. 

October 20. I went to London to pass my account 
of Sheriff in the Exchequer; and it having proved no 
beneficial year, I begged two hundred pounds of fines and 
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escheats which I had in my Iiands, which was granted me ; 
bnt Sir William Coventry, then one of the Commissioners 
of the Treasury, persuading me ratlier to stay for some¬ 
thing more considerable, made me lose it. By the best 
computation I could make I got not clear by being high 
sheriff above 300/.^ 

My poor mother, who continued to have her hcMtli 
very ill at Beverley, came this year early to Thrybergh, 
where I received her with that respect and kindness due 
to so discreet and careful a parent as she had been (in all 
things but her second marriage). 

^ A letter of Reresby to Joseph Willianason, preserved among the State 
papers in the Public Record Ofljce, gives a somewhat dilTercnt account of 
this business. The following is a literal copy of it ;— 

Theibeegtc, Septombor 2Bth, ’07. 

Sir,—The experience of y' kindenesse thes many years that I have had 
the Plonour to be knowne to you, encourageth jne to bog one exprossiou of 
it more, in interceading for me to my Lord Arlington in a Businosso, 
wherein though I should much desire to succeed I shall iioo wayos insist 
upon farther than y^ own discretion shall thinke fitt to proceodo ; S" it is 
this : When I petitioned y^ King to be sheriff of tins county, ITo was 
pleased to grant it in some measure ns a Oompensation for thos loaaos my 
family bad susteined In his mniostics and his father’s sorvico. Rut tho 
thruth is, poverty of the country, y- Into war, and ospocinlly that aUi'm])t 
upon Chatham iust upon y" preparation of procosso for onr AsHizos (wliieh 
isourchiefe time of Harvest) have put soo great a atop to all Riisinesao 
and conse(iuently to our profitt, that it hath rather boon a Loaso thon an 
advantage this year. Now that we have peace I sopposo y® following may 
he better. I should therefore desire of you (if you thinko it corivonumt) to 
moove my Lord Arlington to use his Interest with lua Mniostio tliat X may 
be continued another year, assuring his Lordship, that I shall use my utmost 
endeavour for his Maiosties service, as I hope none cwi object but I have 
done for y® time past: what I asko is custuniaryj my prodocossor had it 
two years together and to my knowledge it was granted him a second for 
not having made a benelitt of it y® first. S’- If this succeed y^ will giro 
me leave to present y" with a Iliindrod pieces on part of my acknowledge¬ 
ments, this being the least tliat is duo to y** both by y" rules of good 
Husbandry, and iustice, since my own Comming up to sollicitt it must nocos- 
sarily proove of greater expence to S", 

Y’' obliged and most humble servant, 

J, Rkruhiiy. 

Be pleased not to take notice of y® contents of this to y® Rearer, hut to 
lett me know y^ sense thereoff at y*" heat Icisuro in throe lines. 
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16G8. 

It was tliis year that I begun to build that side of the 
house towards the church at Thryborgh with stone, which 
was only before laths and rough cast, and to lay the 
garden walls in lime and sand, and to make them higher, 
my father having before eiKiompasscd the same ground 
with a low dry wall. Hot but that Sir John llercsby, my 
father, was exactly curious in his garden, and was of the first 
that acquainted that part of England (so hir north) with 
the exactness and nicety of those things—not only as to the 
form or contrivance of the ground, but as to excellency 
and variety of fruits, flowers, greens, in which he was 
rather extravagant than curious, for hcplac.cd Jiis pleasure 
not only innocently but pleasantly in it. All this was of 
httle advantage to me, for though I was at cl large of keep¬ 
ing servants to preserve it in my absence and minority, 
much of it went to ruin and decay, and the form of 
gardening was so different to what was used at this day, 
that it was almost as chargeable to me to put the ground 
into that method and form as to replant it as if it had 
never been enclosed. I made this summer the jet deivi 
or the fountain in the middle of the parterre, and the 
grotto in the summerhouse, and brought the water in 
lead pipes. I then built the north side of the liouse also 
with stone, which was rough cast before. 

September. About that time died my poor mother at 
Beverley, a woman of incomparable wit, judgment, beauty, 
and of great piety and conduct; only her second marriage 
was thought not altogether to her advantage. She left 
living four sons and one daughter by my own father, and 
two sons by Mr. Moyser; the eldest son died soon after. 
She lies buried as she desired at Thrybergh, near the ashes 
of my father, where I have dedicated a small monument to 
their memories. God prepare me to follow them to that 



SIR JOHN RERESBY. 79 

last home ! That- year I kept open Christmas at Thrj^- 
bergh. 

The Duke of Newcastle, late general of the King’s 
army in our civil wars, was then near eighty years of age, 
but very ingenious and present to himself. He used to 
say that he hoped to see five generations of my family; 
that he knew Sir Thomas Eeresby very well, and de¬ 
shed to be godfather to my son, if he lived till one was 
born to the family. My Lord Castleton and my Lady 
Viscountess Monson (my aunt) were his partners at the 
font. 

I went to London in the spring with my family, where 
the Court and town were in great joy and gallantry ; 
peace being now concluded with France, Denmark and 
the States-General, and also with Spain. Ambassadors 
extraordinary were sent and received with great splen¬ 
dour, to confirm the same between the said princes. 


1669. 

April. The Prince of Tuscany came to London with 
a retinue and equipage suitable to his quality. The King 
entertained him magnificently; after some time he kept 
house at his own charge, where he had all the portable 
varieties for food and drink Italy could afibrd. I dined 
twice with him; he was very kind to me, as he was to 
all those that had travelled in Italy, and spoke the 
language. The Prince of Denmark was there also this 
spring, who some years after married the Princess Anne 
of England. All these jollities were turned into mourn¬ 
ing for the death of the Queen Mother, who died about 
this time at Paris. She was a great princess, and my very 
good mistress. 

The Earl of Strafford’s butler, one that had got 800/. 
or 900/. in service, died at Prinsford, a lordship of mine. 
I then being at London, when I had notice of it, I begged 



Til!-: MKMnifts UF 


80 

it of the King, who was plensinl to give me that estate. 
My Lord of BtrofTord afterwanls petifumtHi tlu* King for 
it, protending that he wan at the time of Ids death uelu- 
aUy in his service, and that tlu^ said e.Htute was a<a|uired 
in Ills service, and no caveat having lu-en put into the 
office, ho obtained a setaaid grant of it. Huh pretinisioii on 
both sides bred some coohiess between Iiin hu-dHliip and 
me, and sovond lettera passed betwiam us ; at lust it wan 
agreed that what part of the estate lay witlnn my lord¬ 
ship should be inino, and what wiw in oilier places should 
go to him. 

lf.70. 

JanucLry, That great and fiuthfu! snlyect, Cohniel 
Monk, Duke of Albcnuirle, general of all his 
forces, died in his a{)artment at the C*«H'kpil at Whitehall. 
TlieKing, in comniemoration {jf luH siTvieen, conferreil the 
lieutenancy of Devonshire, and the ofliee tif tin* (hmtle- 
man of the Bedchamber, on Ins only st»n, and gave him 
bis father’s garter. This family claims a relation to mine 
by the Yarburghs. His body was buried in April hdlow^ 
ing, at the King’s charge, in Westminsier Aldny, with 
great solemnity. 

This year I was confmed to Thrybergh la fmi'^h the 
inside of the tower of which tlie tmse was built the year 
before, and to make now ceilings or limewfi.Hh tii most t»f 
the rooms throughout the whole houst^ which wn« mut:h 
decayed, and to new waiuscot mjveral of the rot mis, ami to 
paint the whole liouse. 

I was the first in tliuse parts that bt’gan to rebuild or 
repair my house according to the mode i»f that time, 
which others have since followed with mori‘ advnnliige ; 
but I was confmed to the model, the height and propoi* 
tion of rooms; and, whicli wa« wornt, to a niirniw purM\ 

but yet I may say I made it as convenient a liou*«i! jw any 
of theirs. 
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M’y father having sold a great deal of timber in the 
old park, and reduced his park to so narrow a compass 
just before the house, that the deer did not live or increase 
to any number, I added some field land to it, which I 
exchanged with the tenants for other land with a brow, 
or cliff of wood, belonging to the common, all lying to 
the south, and compassed it well with a stone wall. 

Mr. Strickland, housekeeper of the manor of York 
to the King, and his receiver of the duty of hearth-money, 
having died, I desired my Lord Burlington to speak to 
the Duke of York to beg the succession of both those 
places for me. The Duke told his lordship that if he 
had but mentioned it two hours sooner it had been done, 
for his Majesty had granted it to another but so long- 
before. 

I had been for some time in commission of the peace 
for the West Biding, and had refused to be sworn to avoid 
the trouble as well as to gain time to study the statute 
law ; at last finding it of some use to one’s self as others, 
and being much importuned by friends to take it upon me, 
I was this year sworn, and have since endeavoured to 
acquit myself of that office according to my duty. 

It was this summer that the Princess of Orleans, the 
King’s sister, came over to Dover, where the King, the 
Duke of York, and the whole Court, went to meet her. 
It was here that she confirmed his highness the Duke in 
the popish religion, of which he had not as yet been 
suspected; and it was said to be one of the greatest 
arguments, that his mother the Queen had commanded 
him upon her last blessing to profess that religion. Before 
that he was thought rather inclined to favour the Presby¬ 
terians ; for not long before, a Nonconformist minister be¬ 
ing prosecuted at Pontefract sessions for preaching in 
conventicle upon the statute, it was reported that both his 
highness and the Duke of Buckingham (then principal 
miuister of State) had written in his favour to the 

G 
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justices; but the Duke, as I wan attcnitling u{Kni luin in 
St. James’s Park, called me to hiju, and tliaemiraing that 
thing to me, said that it wan a mistake, that he hud not 
concerned himself in it, although he was so much the 
friend of that sort of people that he wimIuhI the law had 
not been put in execution ugaiiwt hiiii (or in that efieet); 
but that he did not write. lie bade me at the .huhu! thiu^ 
represent him, upon occoHion, as no enemy tt) Miudi. I 
told his highness there waa one Mr. Vincent, my khw- 
man, in town, a leading man cjf that party. He bade 
me bring him to Court, which I ditl the next d.ay, and his 
highness took liim aside, and disconmnl him a great 
while. Most believed that this was done out of polity at 
tins time, for tliere were some that tli.McourstHl td’ an 
intrigue then on foot to divorce the Chu’en from the King, 
which he endeavoured, by thus courting of all parties, to 
prevent, 

The Duke of Orleans had been jealtnis for some time 
before of the Comte do Guiclun and, if Htorien he true, 
not without ground. It was said, too, that slu* was in 
love with the Duke of Monmouth, while at Hover; how* 
ever, things had been so roprewented to tlu* ditke her 
husband, that she died very sutUlenly afler her return 
to Paris, and not without notoriotw suspieion of havirig 
been poisoned. 

The Parliament met in OctolK^r, ueeording to th(‘ 
prorogation. During this stwon Bir John (’t»ventry 
reflected on the King’s immoral life, in some H|Ha‘eh he. made 
in the House; which bdng told the* Duke of Moinnouth, he 
set Sir Thomas Sands (an officer of the Ouards) and thrcoor 
four more, to waylay him as he went lute home* in his 
lodgings; who, taking him out of hk coach, slit his now*. 
This being complained of in the House, dicl so inflaine 
the^ House, that it ocemaionod the framing of that Art 
against malicious maiming and woimcling. 

The Prince of Orange being at this tim<* come inio 
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England, to pretend to the Lady Mary, eldest daughter of 
his highness the Duke of York, the King received him— 
both upon the account of his relation and merit, being a 
very personable and hopeful prince—^^vith great splendour. 
Amongst other of his entertainments the King made him 
drink very hard one night at a supper, given by the Duke 
of Buckingham. The Prince did not naturally love it, 
but being once entered, was more frolic and merry than 
the rest of the company; amongst other expressions of it 
he broke the windows of the chambers of the maids 
of honom' and had got into some of their apartments, had 
they not been timely rescued. I suppose his mistress did 
not less approve of him for that vigour. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Family Affaire and Lawsuits—^Proclamation of Indulgence—Victory over 
the Dutch—Lord Halifax in the Privy Council—Lady Monson, 
Viscountess Castlemaine—The King and the Bankers—Sir Thomas 
Osborne (afterwards Earl of Danby and Duke of Leeds) made Lord 
High Treasurer—Sir Hemy Goodricke—^Reresby stands for a Yorkshire 
Borough—Opinions in Parliament—Formation of Parties—Aldborough 
Election—^Five Candidates and nine Electors—Benson the Attorney— 
Double Return—The Duke of York's Marriage—Buckingham and the 
Lord Treasurer—Meeting of Parliament—Election Petition—Sir John 
voted a Member—His Opinion of Parties—The King’s Debts—Ways 
and Means—Waller the Poet—Grievances—^Luzance the Jesuit—Lord 
Cavendish and Colonel Howard—Sir John Fagg—A question of Privi¬ 
lege—The Hallamshire Corporation of Cutlers—The Hearth Tax— 
Death of Benson—Summer Visitors at Thrybergh—^Malicious Accusation 
against Reresby—Attempt to gain his Estates—Conversations with the 
Eling and Danby on Public Affairs—The Duke of Norfolk and his 
Brothers—The King and the Money Bills—Disputes between the 
Houses—At Windsor—English Relations with France—Danby and 
Ormond—^Danby confides in Reresby—The Duke and Duchess of 
Lauderdale at Ham—Disputes between the King and the Commons— 
Interview with the Duke of York—Farming the Revenue—Lord Yar¬ 
mouth and Lord Henry Howard. 

. 1671. 

It was this year that I endeavoured to retrieve that 
great and ancient estate lately belonging to my family 
called Ashover, in Derbyshire. It consisted of three 
manors called Reresby’s Manor, Rabington’s Manor, and 
Peschal’s Manor; the two first belonged to Sir Thomas 
Reresby, my great grandfather, the one by descent the 
other by purchase, valued at this day at 800/. per annum. 
Sir Thomas did mortgage these two manors to Sir Samuel 
Tryon for 800/., and charged them besides with 3,000/. 
for portions to two of his daughters ; and soon after died. 








that luarrictl the twt) daughterH got a ck'cn'ee in cliaucery 
to sell tlie I'stato. Bir (u'orgo, dying, Ii'ft niy fathur Bir 
Jolin under age and ward to hia niollier, who had more 
care of her own laud (for nhe wan an heinw) than of 
tliat of the family. Boon after my aaid father was married 
he began to hjok into tlu; state; of the sale, and eom- 
menced suit against the tmrehaHers. But the; eontest 


very narrow m ms loriune, anu tiie eivii wars coming on 
he closed with some oiTers of small Hums of monev foi 


uespunue eoiuuuon; nowtwer, i iirst. pretemai a mu m 
chanet;ry, and then t petitioned the House of lairds, when 
they, fearing my inU;rest (more than the (Mjulty of their 
anise, which was haeked by a possession of lift}' years), 
oflered me some eompositiou for agreement. d’lu‘ truth 
is I found by si*veral of the birds lliat there, was little 
hopeto succeed in that Ihmst* after aneitnitn pttMsi*sMiou 
and a decree of that alunding ; luid nuist, the coidinna' 
tion of my father, from whom I elaimed, so that I lU’eepteil 
500/. whic’h tlu‘ purchnsers gave me, being nmrt* than my 
father had got to confirm their estnte.s thirty years liefon;. 
Tliis WHS a great loas to the family, for which BirOeorgo 
was most to blame; for lawidea that it was our most 




the 'warren should be destroyed and the quarry iiiicci up- 
This year I took in that part of the park with a wall 
that lies beyond the ponds to the south. It was this 
summer also that I paved the courts and built the long 
stable and the house at Thrybergh. 

I kept open Christmas this year at Thrybergh, as 
formerly. 

The Parliament had sat this year and enacted several 
bills. War was declared against the States-Gcneral, 

The city of London had recovered herself in a great 
measure out of her ashes, and was so far rebuilt this year 
that the King was invited on my Lord Mayor’s Day to 
dinner, which he accepted. 


1672. 

March 15. The King did issue out his procdamatiou 
for the indulgence of tender consciences. This made a 
great noise not only in the succeeding Parliaments (where 
at last it was reversed), but throughout the kingdom, and 
was the greatest blow that ever was given, since the King’s 
restoration, to the Church of England; all sectaries by 
this means repairing publicly to their meetings and con¬ 
venticles, insomuch that all the laws, and care of their ex¬ 
ecution, against these separatists afterwards, could never 
bring them back to due conformity. 

This summer the French joined with us against the 
Dutch, and betrayed us at the same time, for in the sea 
fight upon the 18th of May the French squadrons stood 
off and left us and the Dutch to dispute the day ; whereas 
if they had come up and assisted the Duke of York, wlio 
then commanded the whole as high admiral, we had got 


My brother went to sea a volunteer (I mean the 
Captain Edmond Eeresby), and was in all this engagement, 
where he behaved himself so well that he was soon after 
preferred from ensign to lieutenant in the King’s own 
regiment of Guards. 

September 28. I went to London with my family, 
and stayed there all the winter. 

My Lord Halifax came this year into business, and 
was sworn of the privy council. He was soon after sent 
into comniission with the Duke of Buckingham and Lord 
Arhngton as ambassadors into Holland, but to no piupose, 
for the war continued. 

My aunt Monson, wife of the Lord Monson (one of the 
late King’s judges, and condemned to perpetual confine¬ 
ment and degraded by Act of Parliament), being desirous 
to be restored to the dignity of Viscountess Castlemaine 
of the kingdom of Ireland, desired me to make what 
interest I could with his Majesty to obtain it. I got 
several friends to move the King in that particular, chiefly 
my Lord Ogle (then of the bedchamber, since Duke of 
Newcastle) and my Lord Arlington. In fine the King, 
out of consideration of the loyalty of her own family, 
was pleased to remove the stain that was upon her from 
the treason of her husband, and to restore her by a 
particular grant to her said honour. For'the obtaining 
of which she presented me with one hundred pounds. 

I was informed that the King intended to make a fort 
at Burlington, and to furnish it with stores and cannon for 
the security of collier ships and other traders and 
merchantmen that passed by that bay, which were often 
trapped by the Dutch. I immediately applied myself to 
the Duke of York to intercede for me to his Majesty 


Master of tlie Ordnance to send down an cugiiuuT to lakt; 
a platform or model of the fortification. Hut- whilst lliis 
was in hand the Duke refusc'd to takci the oaths which 
were tendered to him as admiral of Knglaiul, and tlu'rti- 
by declared himself a Roman Catholic, laying down 
all his employments; so that nothing inorci was done in 
my aihiir for that time. 

The King having boiTOwed the great.cst purl of the 
ready coin of the nation of tlie goldsmiths (at that linu' 
called bankers) shut up the excheepuT, wlfudi caused tlu^ 
most considerable of them to break, and an infinite' num¬ 
ber of people, whose money those bunkers had borrowu'd 
at interest, to be undone. 


1C73. 

I continued this year to build thti ])ark wall as I en 
larged it; and, living the most t)art at Thrybergh, uptilii'il 
myself to the study and exercise of the ofUee of jusliee 
the peace, and had so much business that my elerk con¬ 
fessed that he made above forty ])ouiuls that ycnir of his 
place. My neighbour. Sir Thomas Oshorne, rose this 
year to the great office of Lord High Treasurer of .Eng¬ 
land, my Lord Clifford laying down his staff and eon 
fessing himself a Papist. The Duke of BiU'.kingham was 
the main instrument to cfTect this for Sir Thomas, by 
making a bargain between my Lord Cliffiml and him, 
which was that Sir Thomas should officiate the place, and 
give Clifford half the salary, and then prevailiKl with the 
King to give the staff to Sir Thomas, then cn^atccl Viscoiml. 
Dumblane, though afterwards he was made Earl of I )auby, 
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aud had a patent passing for marquis just as he fell 
into disgrace. 

The war continued this year with the Dutch, Prince 
Eupert being admiral for us, and the Count d’Etrees for 
the French King. We had two victories over them ; in 
■one we lost that great seaman Sir Edward Spragg. 

My brother Edmond was at sea again this year and 
in both these engagements, but came off very safe. 

The Parliament had met in the spring, and was 
adjourned till October. Sir Francis Goodricke being 
dead, one of the burgesses for Aldborough, I was per¬ 
suaded by Sir Plenry Goodricke, who had some interest 
there, and stood also for burgess of Boroughbridge, a 
neighbouring town, where there was also a vacancy by 
the death of Sir Eobert Long, to stand for Parliament 
man. My doing business at York and in .several other 
parts of the county, and being most commonly at the 
General Sessions, and frequently giving the charge, made 
me known to that side of the county, though so remote 
from my own house. I was also well acquainted with 
some gentlemen (besides Sir Henry Goodricke) neighbours 
•to that place, who gave me their interest, but my greatest 
obligation was to Sir Heniy. This Sir Henry Goodricke 
was a gentleman of fine parts naturally, and those im¬ 
proved by great reading and travel, one that being fixed 
at his excellent seat at. Eibstone, near Knaresborough, 
pleased himself there, and had no thoughts (no more than 
myself) to be in any public business that might call us 
out of the country, till these vacancies falling out tempted 
ns to do it. He was, after his being known in Parlia¬ 
ment, sent by King Charles II., his ambassador into 
Spain, and we always continued'so kind friends that we 
called ourselves brothers. 

The state of that Parliament was this at the time: all 
things had been carried on from the time of its being 
called (which was soon after the King’s restoration) with 



to above three times more per amiiim tliau any other 
king of England had before. This began to \veigl\ heavy 
upon the country, and to make them repine, which stirred 
up some gentlemen in both Houses to oppose this e.urrent, 
wliich was called the Country party in oppotiition to those 
others, whom they cs;illod the Court party. Thi^ lirst of 
these pretended to protect the country from bi'ing over- 
biu'dened in their estates, in their privilegt‘8 and libiaties 
as Englishmen—to stand by the ndigion and government 
as established by law. The other declared for that too, 
but at the same time for the King to have a Hullieient. 
revenue and power for the exercise of his iTgal authority, 
without too much depending upon the peoj)le, situH' it liad 
proved of so ill consequence in the example of his father. 
This difference made gentlemen more active to ('ome into 
Parliament as opportunity offered, as their inelinations 
led them to one side or the other; which was tht^ eausi^ 
of great competitions in elections, and of great ('.hargc's to 
those that stood, insomuch that it did cost some [K’rHons 
from one or two hundred pounds to two thouHaml. d'his 
was not all the reason of some men s so eager tauleavour 
to be Ptirliament men neither. Such as wiTe. in debt 
found protection by it, this Parliament having sat so long, 
and meeting so often, and others liad got km great 
presents from Court to stand by that intereat. Bo that it 
was no wonder, when I offc'rt'd myself to stand at Aid- 
borough, if I had no fewer than five competitors, among 
whom were Sir Jerome Smithson, Mr. EieJiard Aldborough, 
Sir John Hewley, and Mj’. Long. There were, ncme of 
these that I apprehended so much os Mr. Benson, the 
most notable and formidable man for business of his time; 
one of no birth, and that had raised himself from being 
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High Treasurer of England. 

The way that had been used time out of mind in that 
borough for choosing Parliament men was only by nine 
electors, the owners of nine burgage houses ; but Mr. 
Wentworth, lord of the manor, pretended that long 
since there were twenty-four houses that had right to 
elect, which being at this time in his own possession, he 
and his predecessors had given but one vote for them all; 
and therefore pretended to ahenate and sell them now to 
create so many more votes. These Mr. Wentworth gave 
to Mr. Benson. Mr. Long stood by the popularity of the 
householders at large that paid scot and lot, I stood by 
the only known way of electing, which was by the nine 
(of which I had the majority), and all the rest desisted 
before the day of election ; so that the sheriff made a 
double return of Mr. Benson and me, but did not return 
Mr. Long. 

. Being at London I solicited the House of Commons 
that a clay might be appointed to determine the merit of 
the return between Mr. Benson and me, which he also 
clesmed ; but before the day of hearing came the Parha- 
ment was prorogued till the 10th of November next, so 
that I had the charge of bringing up witnesses to London 
to no purpose. 

The Houses being risen, I was informed by some of 
the members of the Lower House that Benson had 
thrown some reflections upon me in his discoiurse, as if I 
was a friend to the Court interest, and it was doubted how 
I stood inclined to the Chinch. Upon this I wrote to 
him, and sent tlie letter by my brother the heutenant, 
that I was not against his using all lit and lawful means 



He sent me word that those that told me so did him 
wrong, that he never had said anything to my jirejudic.e, 
and never would, and gave it me under his hand. 

I retimied to Thrybergh soon after, where I passed 
the summer. I laid out that year near 500/. in land in 
Mexborough and elsewhere. 


1674. 

This spring I set that walk with ashes and syeamores 
whicli leads down to the ponds, and so to the park wall to¬ 
wards Eothorhani. And though I might have planted Iri'es 
of better kinds, yet I found that these, agretul best with 
the soil, and were of the speediest growth. I then made 
also the two lowest fish-ponds in the park, and ston'd 
them with tench and carp. 

September. The Duke of Albemarle came down to 
visit the Duke of Newcastle and my Lord OgU', who then 
lived at Worksop Manor. His lordship sent for nu' to 
wait upon the duke, with whom I then made so great an 
acquaintance that his grace kept me there eight days. lie 
told me I was related to Mm by the Yarburghs, and ever 
after called me cousin. 

His highness the Duke of York declared his marriage 
with Mary, daughter to the Duke of Modena, who had 
arrived here not long before with the duehess her 
mother. The nation was much troubled at it, she being 
a strict Papist, and the match having been ammged liy 
the French King. 

Nove^nher. The Buko of Biu'kingham fell again into 
the King’s ill opinion, by the means of the Diuheas of 
Portsmouth, a French lady, and then the King's mistress, 
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who'had the best interest with him, a very fine woman, 
and as most thought, sent over on pimpose to ensnare the 
King, who was easily taken with that sort of trap. His 
grace endeavoured by the means of my Lord Treasurer 
to be restored, but could not effect it. The truth is, my 
Lord Treasurer was not so zealous to bring it to pass as 
he ought to have been, considering that he was chiefly 
obliged to the Duke of Buckingham for his white staff, 
for which he was accused of ingratitude by others as well 
as the duke himself. One thing that the King took 
ill of him at this time was, that being summoned before 
the House of Commons to give an account of certain 
matters which they looked upon as miscarriages of gov¬ 
ernment whilst he was chief minister, he did not only 
appear, which he needed not to have done, being a peer, 
and without the King’s leave, but to excuse himself 
reflected upon others, and behaved himself in that 
assembly in too submissive and mean a manner. How¬ 
ever that did not excuse him, for the Commons made an 
address that it would please the King to lay him aside as 
to all his employments of trust and profit; and he was 
called to answer at the bar of the House of Lords for 
his scandalous living as man and wife mth my Lady 
Shrewsbury, having one of his own, and for having 
killed my Lord of Shrewsbury after he had debauched his 
wife. 

The lieutenancy of the WestKiding was given to my 
Lord of Danby, Lord Treasurer, who immediately sent 
me a commission for deputy lieutenant. 

In November the King prorogued the Parliament 
until the 13th of April. 

I kept Christmas at Thrybergh, where I entertained 
several .friends that came to visit me from Aldborough 
and that side. I bought then a house at Aldborough 
and the fee farm rent of Ickles from the Crown. 



the committee of privileges and elections that the ments 
of my retimn and of the cause might be tried together, 
which was voted (Mr. Long’s fnends in the committee 
being for this,as well as mine). Mr. Benson, simprised with 
this, thinking he had the better of the return by a trick 
he had played, petitioned the whole House that the merit 
of the return might be first tried, which the House 
remits back to be considered of again by the committee. 
Sh Thomas Meres, the chairman of the committee, told 
me that the committee was disposed to confirm what they 
had done, but were so angry at the same time with 
Benson for petitioning the House against their vote, that 
he rather advised me to let the return be first tried, not 
doubting but that I might get into the House. I con¬ 
sented to this, and a day was named for hearing. The 
day before I was advised that the return had been altered 
by gome artifice since it came out of the sheriff’s hands, 
and before it was returned into the Crown Office, in favoiii' 
of Mr. Benson. The words of a double return are these : 
^Executio istius brevis patet in guihusdam indentaris hide 
hrevi annexis’; and Benson had caused it to be altered 
thus: ^Executio istius brevis patet in quddam indenturct 
huic brevi annexa^ as if his indenture was only returned, 
and mine fixed to the -writ to no purpose. When it came 
to be heard I proved so plainly by Sir Henry Goodricke, 
who was then of the House, that the return was altered 
since it came from the sheriff, that Benson lost the cause by 
the very act whereby he hoped to have got it; and I was 
voted the sitting member. The next day, upon the report 
of the vote of the committee, it was confirmed by the 
vote of the House; and being sworn, I was conducted 


to make the weak to overcome the strong. 

Being thus received into the House of. Commons, I 
found the two factions extreme warm-one against the 
other. The Court part was very pressing to' get money 
to supply the King’s occasions; the other for giving no 
more without some new laws for the better securing the 
Protestant religion and property. Most part of the time 
being spent in debates fro and con. little was effected, for 
the two parties were so near equal that neither of them 
durst put it to a question. In Jime Doctor Sherley pre¬ 
ferred a petition to the House of Lords against Sir John 
Pagg, a member of the Lower House, to appear and 
answer in a cause which he had brought into the Lords 
House, and a summons was sent to Sir John accordmgly. 
This the Commons considered as a breach of privilege, 
and were in so great a heat upon it that several bold 
votes passed in either House, the one against the other, 
upon that occasion, which caused the King to adjourn 
the Parhament, 

During this short time of sitting in the House, I confess 
I thought the country party had great reason in their 
debate; but I was careful how I voted, the merit of my 
cause being yet behind. 

My Lord Treasurer was fallen on in the House of 
Commons, but came off very well for that time. 

June 24. I returned for Yorkshire, and continued to 
build and enlarge the park towards the old park, divid¬ 
ing it into two by a wall. Of one moiety I made a farm or 
two, the other I added to the park. 

My Lord Darcy of Aston was at this time at great differ¬ 
ence with his brother-in-law Sir Henry Marwood, high 
sheriff of the county, and both of them complaining tome, I 
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tracted by Sir George Eeresby. It cost me 225Z. 

The Parliament being to meet speedily, I went for 
London the 28th of September. 

The committee of elections had no sooner sat but my 
two competitors, Benson and Long, petitioned against me 
that a day might ]^e named for the hearing the merit of 
cause or election between them and me. It was theii’' 
business to get a speedy day, but mine (since I was in 
possession) to get as long a day as I could; and by tlie 
interest of my friends got it put off for six weeks, or in¬ 
deed for that session, for the other business of the House 
was so great that the Parliament was prorogued before 
the election came to be heard, I took a particular or 
journal with my own hand of what was debated and passed 
this session (too long to be inserted here), but the chief 
matters were these:— 

The King in his speech had told us that he was four 
miUions in debt, besides what he owed to the goldsmiths 
or hankers, of a vast sum more (for the which he then 
paid neither principal nor interest, to the ruin of many 
fanuhes). It being put to the vote whether money should 
be given or not, ’twas carried in the negative by four 
voices only, when there were near four hundred members 
present; but it appearing that both the Dutch and Frencli 
did exceed us both in the proportion and number of our 
ships, three hundred thousand poimds were voted to bo 
given to the King for the building of twenty ships, viz., 
one of the first rate, five of the second rate, and fourteen 
of the third. 

Several ways were debated for the raising, this sum„ 
Some were for the way of land tax, others by subsidy, 
some for raising it upon the Jews, others by poll, others 
upon French commodities, others upon consumption of 






01 the sum, the time oi its being raised, and these other 
circumstances, did no ways satisfy the Court. Voted 
further: That the customs having formerly been given to 
the King for the maintenance of the fleet, that such a 
clause to confirm it should be inserted in this bill, or a 
particular bill prepared for it. 

Mr. Waller, the poet, an old Parliament man, said 
this was the most necessary thing that could be, for the 
riches and strength of all countries are proportionate to 
their trade ; therefore trade must both enrich the countiy 
and maintain itself; therefore the customs must defray the 
fleet, for if it be done by land as much goes out of the 
Idngdom that way as trade brings in,, and so the nation 
would soon be ruined. 

The condition of the fleet, as it was at that time given 
in by the officers of the navy to the House, was eight first 
rates, nine second rates, and forty-three third rates. The 
Prench had at this time twenty-six more of these rates 
than we, and the Dutch had fourteen. 

Several grievances were complained of in the House 
this session, which were reduced to three heads:— 

1. As to religion; as simony, plimafity of livings, 

suffering conventicles, debauchery. 

2. In trade. 

3. In civil government. 

It was voted that the atheism, debauchery, and impiety 
practised in this age be inserted as one grievance ; and it 
being notoriously suspected that some members of that 
House did receive rewards from Court to give their votes 
as was desired on that side, it was voted that a committee 
should be appointed to form a kind of oath or test, to dis- 

H 




debate of the money to be given the King, tfi 
IjOOOZ. a year had paid 100/, ainet* the Kent or 
taxes to the Crown. 

It was voted another grievaiu^e that die juHtie 
peace should be summoned to appear before tin* 
there to give an account of what they did judieiu 

Nov. 8. The busincHs of Luzanee took up nti 
in the House. This Luzaiu'C wan a Freiu’h Jesu 
converted to the Church of England, who iinuhi h 
tation sermon in the French rri>teHtaut thurel 
Savoy, where he very much laid opcni the fnllachi 
Eoman Church, and reileeted upon tliem. 'Fhi 
party being very angry at him fur it, tnie Dr. I 
Jesuit and contessor to the DuehesH of York, fnu 
alone in his chamber (with three' more that niiw. 
door), threatened to kill him, except la* w'ouhl pr 
return to the Church of Home, nud prcMcntl}* r< 
sermon preached at the Bavoy under lii^ hand, 
speedily for France. Finding himself in this p 
engaged to do all tliis, till lu? got hln litierty; j 
presently went and revealed it ki Doc'tor llr<*vu 
verted Jesuit, who the next day aerjuainted me 
and I told it the IIoiiHe. Tin* (Jomimms tmik tlr 
with great warmth, appoinltul a committee to ■ 
the matter, and mo to bring Luzanee Iwfore it f 
day; where he appeared, and testifitHl the wim 
to be true. This wtis tlu^ first time that I prc^i 
speak in that great assembly, or in any eommittcc 
the next day I was obliged to do it often in this i 

Upon the report from tlie eummittee t<» tin 
my Lord Cavendish called me up to give mi an 
the House of some other thiugH whkdi Lii/ar 
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acquainted me with. One was that two French Pro¬ 
testants had been threatened—being merchants of good 
ability and credit—^by some Papists, that except they were 
less severe against Eomanists, they shoidd shortly see the 
Protestant blood flow in London streets. The House, 
upon this information by me, appointed a committee to 
enquire into the truth of it; to which Luzance, being 
summoned to appear, testified the truth to the committee, 
and gave the words under his own hand to the committee. 
The parties that told him then being sent for, also ap¬ 
peared, and deposed that those threats had been used to 
them by some French Papists; but (whether gained by 
that party, or in fear of them) gave in only such names as 
were persons either absent or of small repute, so that 
little light appeared by it. But this "and other such in¬ 
formations concerning the height and boldness of the 
Papists did so exasperate the House, that many motions 
were made to reduce them. Some were for a speedy 
confinement of them to the counti 7 , others for banish¬ 
ment, and some again for disarming them, &c. 

Hearing of a quarrel between my Lord Cavendish and 
Colonel Thomas Howard, the first a member of onr House, 
the other brother of the Earl of Carlisle, a Papist; and 
that the colonel had spread abroad a letter or libel re¬ 
flecting upon his lordship, and Sir Thomas Meres, another 
member of that House, I acquainted the House with it, 
and moved that care might be taken to prevent the 
further consequences of this quarrel. The House took 
care of my Lord Cavendish (who was very brave) in this 
matter, but not of Sir Thomas Meres, not feanng that his 
courage would draw him into much danger. I moved 
upon this that the same engagement might be taken from 
Sir Thomas that was fi'om my lord not to stir fimther 
therein; which Sir Thomas took so kindly, he being of 
the committee of elections, that I made him my friend 
by it ever after. 
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Soon after the matter of Doctor Sherley’s petitioning 
the Lords against Sir John Fagg was again renewed, which 
had broke up the Parliament the last time. Some thought 
the TTin g had consented to it, not hldng the warm pro¬ 
ceedings of both Houses ; others that some lords of the 
country interest had persuaded Sherley to it, whereby to 
blow up the difference concerning privilege between the 
two Houses, that the King should be obliged either to 
prorogue, adjourn, or dissolve them, they fearing that if 
this Parliament should sit much longer the great part 
might be so gained by money or places as to do whatever 
the Court desired of them; and my Lord Halifax (then 
in the interest of my Lord Shaftesbury, his uncle, who 
was fallen out with the Court, being no longer Lord 
Chancellor) told me that was his opinion. 

Whatever the cause was, the effect was that the Com¬ 
mons, denying that their member should plead at the bar 
of the Lords during a time of privilege, it was voted 
(November 18) that the Lords, by receiving any appeal 
from any court either of law or equity against a member 
of the Lower House, during a session of Parliament, were 
thereby infringers of the privileges of the Commons of 
England ; and that such lawyers as did attend as coimsel 
to plead in any such cause at the Lords’ bar should be 
deemed betrayers of the rights of the Commons of Eng¬ 
land, and proceeded against accordingly; and that the 
said vote should be affixed on the doors of the House of 
Commons, of Westminster Hall, and of the Inns of Court, 
which was done accordingly. The same day it was voted 
by the Lords that the said vote was illegal and unparlia¬ 
mentary, and tending to the dissolution of the Government; 
and, ffuther, that they would never recede from their 
right of judicature by appeals from courts of equity. 

It was then put to the question if the King should not 
be petitioned to dissolve this Parliament. This was car¬ 
ried in the negative by two voices only. The proceedings 
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of both Houses did extremely dissatisfy the King. The 
Lords who had given their votes for dissolving the Parlia¬ 
ment protested against the negative vote, and did enter 
their reasons for so doing in the journals. Things going 
thus, the only expedient was to dismiss the Parliament, 
which the’ IQng did by proroguing it to the 10th of 
February next. 

Before I left London, at the interposition of my Lord 
Ogle, I went with his lordship to see the Duke of Buck¬ 
ingham, knowing before that he would receive me kindly. 

Dec. 1.—I set out for Thrybergh, where I found my 
family well. I kept a great Christmas that year. There 
dined with me on New Year’s Day 300 people at the 
least. 


1676. 

At the Lent assizes at York I communicated a letter, 
which my Lord Treasurer had dkected to me to that in¬ 
tent, to the justices of the peace of the West Eiding. 
The occasion of it was this:— 

Hallamshire, a corner of the West Eiding extending 
live miles round from Sheffield, is a corporation of cutlers 
by Act of Parliament, where the manufacture of making 
edge-tools is carried on by several furnaces or blowing- 
houses, where the iron and steel is heated and prepared 
for the making of knives and scissors, &c. The receivers 
of hearth-money had levied this duty upon the poor 
smiths for these furnaces or forges ; and the corporation 
of cutlers had spent near 200/. in law with the King to 
try the right of this matter, conceiving they were not 
hable to pay by Act of Parliament, without bringing it to 
any certain issue. They, then came and complained to 
me as the next justice of the peace of this oppression, and 
desued my opinion of it. Ujjon weighing tlie matter, I 
told them that those furnaces or forges ciime withih the 
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quality of blowing-lioiises, whicli were literally exempted 
by the statutes of hearth-money, and were therefore not 
hable to pay; and did farther (the officers being come to 
make distresses) grant my order for re-delivery of such 
distresses, and persuaded some neighbouring justices to 
join with me in it. Till this time the justices of the peace 
had refused to appear in this matter, which had obliged 
the corporation to spend so much money at common law. 
The collectors obeyed our order, but complained above of 
me for obsti'ucting his Majesty’s revenue, and of Sir; 
Godfrey Copley. Upon this account it was that my Lord 
Treasiu'er had written the said letter purporting that upon 
good advice with the King’s Council the said hearths ap¬ 
peared liable to pay the said duty; that the order granted 
for the re-delivery of the distresses was illegal; with advice 
not to be too forward or busy in obstructing the lUpg’s 
revenue, 

This letter being communicated to the justices of the 
peace of the county at the assizes, where we were about 
forty together, it was unanimously agreed upon (consider¬ 
ing the said Acts) that such sort of forges ought not to 
pay, and that the order granted by me, &c., was legal, 
and subscribed a letter to his lordship under all their 
hands to tlie same purpose. My Lord Treasurer answered 
that letter soon after, dhecting his answer to my Lord 
Fairfax, who communicated it at another meeting to the 
justices at York ; but that letter had also the same effect, 
and the justices persisted in the same opinion as before, 
notwithstanding that my Lord Chief Justice North and 
Baron Bertie, who came down judges that assize, endea¬ 
voured to dissuade us from it. I did not please at Court 
by this proceeding, but whatever I lost there I gained in 
my country. 

Some three years before, being sued by the Duke of 
Norfolk for iny carrier’s coming into Eotherham to fetch 
grist to Ickles mill, I had a verdict at York; the year 
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after his grace brought it about again, and got a verdict 
against me; and this summer, it being tried the third 
time, the verdict was this, that such persons as were 
tenants to the duke, or the manor, ought to grind at the 
lord’s mill; that suck of the inhabitants as were not (as 
several of them were) had right to grind where they 
pleased. My Lord Chief Justice North seemed very par¬ 
tial to the duke in the hearing of this cause ; however, he 
could not gain the point contended for, which was to 
have llotherham an entire sokci, whore no can'iors ought 
to come in to fetch corn but the lord’s. My competitor, 
Mr. Benson, wlu) had greatly ingratiated himself with my 
Lord High Treasurer xinder pretence to find out extra¬ 
ordinary ways, by concealments, fries,-and forfeitures, 
&c., 1.0 get the King’s money (and none more able than 
himself, being very arch and notable and understanding 
the pleas of the Crown), had obtained t.he promise of a 
pat.ent, to pass under the great seal, to be an nssistantr to 
my Lord Treasurer, by way of discovery, &c., for t.he 
iinprovinnent of his Majesty’s revenue ; as also to be ma.de 
a judge. But one day, as he was returning from his 
lordship’s to his own chamber in Cray’s Inn, it })1eased 
Cod to (liapoHO of him otherwise ; for us ho was going up 
the stairs to tire passage at t.he end of the. hall, he was 
seij^ed with a ft of apoplexy, and so died without speak¬ 
ing one word.^ 

’ Oliver Haywood, tlie omiaant Yorkflliire Nonoonfomiat, who lived afc 
iliifl time, thu« rofars to lUuifton in one of liia note-booka (see Birch hlSH. 
4*1(50, in the Hritlrii Miiwium) t—' Mr. Bonion, of Red Hall, near Wake¬ 
field, dark of naairo for Yorkihire, juatico of peace, a thriving man, went to 
London, obtained a place worth 2,(K)0I. per annum, under Hir Thomas 
Oflliomo, Lord Treasurer, Having been with his master, and going to his 
lodging, ns he atoppod out of the coach, was very side, and presently after 
breathed his last, He hath left B,(KXW. per annum in land, l20,(K)0(t, in 
money. It is auapected ho w»m poisoned by envious courtiesra, who bad a 
mind of the profitable place: it is said that tlmt pliuu* of sub-f resasnrer might 
have bo(‘n imj)roviHl to IC),(KK)/. per nnmmi.’ JlenHon'H soil was made l^ord 
!5ingley. 



four or five k'mJiJi* itiiil Itin Ijmilirr; i 
Yurburi^li iiutl bin witV; my um*lo Y?trliur»h iifii- 
his wife and cliihhvti; tiiv aunt *\b»i 

huabaud (being niarried the fntnlli time Adun 
Eaq.), with her daughter by M«in«au earn- freti: 
and aUiyed hen* a nuintli t my Imfilirn H 

in the GuattK aud my third liroiher, iiirrehmj 
arrived in I'Inghuiib Htuyi*!! laiv ii mmiih ; Mr. 
my stepfHthei\ cHUte aloise ; a mh^hipI riinr hr r 

Htaved with luv Lonl Clifroni; Sir'H iuihh^ Yiirln 

*/ ^ ^ ^ 

Ilia lady; my laidy iKjwne, wile Ih nty 
Mr. Blylhman and Ida wile; Mr, i'Mtm»inb, bitil; 
of the peaei*; my I*ord Ihirey fiatf Imig l»flt.irr m 
the CountesH of Sotilliiisn|»t«»n) ii««l liniy ; , 
Frauchuid of Ahiwarke* Rhj|., eoiiAii gmiiiyi i»» n 
my f/ord Ogle» Hinee Euke of XrweiiHilt-, itipl Mi 
of Ihiby (Mf<tle, but tliey only ditinl ; ihr iliei 
and luH lady; with mt»re ft«> ledioiH to luruiion. 

I had a fim* MtM»r aknit 4,\tr»ii of 
to me by a geiitlemam one Jtlr, i>rax, who liiid 
liirn out of the llarbudors—iluii Imd lived ttiil! * 
yeiirs, and dicnl about thin lime of nii ini|«rtilitiiii 
h('a(l. I rec’civcnl im neetiuiif in thiulif-r i^s\ «'»■# 
he wan buried) from laimhat, llinl ii wa.^ ernl 
porteil there that I had wiUMal liiiii !«»an o| 
which hatl oeeasioned Iub death. I liuighrd ii! ii 
first, knowing it to Im* falw, a ridMiiltiiw 
was further infonned that thi?< eiiiiu* fnait the 
Norfolk and hk family, with whom* tm I Inivr >iin 
I had had some* miit and nml fli.i* 

waited upon tlie King U\ l»e»g my m e 




SIR JOHN RERESBY. 


105 


forfeited by tins felony. I then thought it convenient to 
send for the coroner to view the body by a jury before 
the body was too much decayed. The coroner summoned 
a jury, and did his office; and upon the examination of 
eleven witnesses (some that laid him out, the rest that 
saw him naked, several because of his colour, having the 
curiosity to see him after he was dead), gave in their 
verdict, that he died ex visitatione Dei (or bv the hand of 
God). 

This would not serve ; for within few days after there 
came one Bright, a lawyer, one Chappell, an attorney 
(both concerned in the Duke’s affairs), and one Buck, a 
chu’urgeon, of Sheffield (whom I had caused to be prose¬ 
cuted not long before for havmg two wives), with some 
others, with my Lord Chief Justice’s warrant, directed to 
the coroner to take up the body; who refused to execute 
it, saymg he had done his office already. 

This was a black and yet a ridiculous malice, for had 
the thing proved to have been done, aU them art could 
never have fixed it so as to have brought either me or 
my estate into danger. My Lord Chief Justice Eamsford 
granted this warrant illegally, information of the fact 
not being given upon oath. He confessed to me after¬ 
wards he was misled in the thing, and that the duke’s 
solicitor was very urgent with him to grant that warrant. 
The Duke of York told my brother Edmond that he 
Avondcred to hear so much discourse of the truth of the 
thing, which lie always did believe to be false. My Lord 
Ogle told me (and so did my Lord Treasurer afterwards 
himself) that he, meaning my Lord Treasurer, had taken 
great pains to prevent the begging of my estate with the 
King, and I believed it to be true ; but I fear it was with 
design, had it proved a forfeiture, to have begged it him¬ 
self (for some told me so afterwards). However, I en¬ 
deavoured to find the bottom of . this matter, and to be 
repaired in some measure, as a^ou will read hereafter. 
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It is VGry true tliat till tliat time, wheu my Lord 
Treasurer used so many asseverations of the King’s inten¬ 
tion of continuing to govern by law, and made it pretty 
clear to me that some of the chief of the country faction 
were driving on their particular interest under colour of the 
public good, I had much more behef of their truth and 
sincerity. 

The Parliament met on the 15th. That which the 
King did chiefly desire of us this session was a convenient 
sum for the building and rigging the ships. The country 
party obstructed all they could the giving above 400,000/.; 
the Coiut party were for a million, or 800,000/. at the 
least; the moderate men were for 600,000/., which sum 
was granted, and for which sum I gave my vote, for the 
rebuilding of thirty men of war of several rates. 

My Lord Treasurer took this so well that I went not 
to the lieight with those men that did all they coidd to 
weaken the Crown, that he would needs carry me to kiss 
his Majesty’s hand (which ceremony I had not then per¬ 
formed since my arrival in town). He presented me to 
him in the lobby of the House of Lords, next to the 
■princes’ lodgings, there being nobody present but the 
King, his lordship, and myself. My lord told the King a 
great many good things of me more than I deserved, but 
last that as my family had been loyal, he knew my dis¬ 
position was to follow the steps of it; and the best way 
to be confirmed in that was to understand how httle truth 
there was in the pretences now set on foot to withdraw 
gentlemen from their duty in this particular. The King 
said he had known me long, and hoped I knew him so 
well that I should not believe those reports of him, I 
know, says he, it is said I intend the subversion of the 
religion and government; that I intend to govern by the 
army and by arbitrary power, to lay aside Parliaments, 
and to raise money by other ways. But every man (nay 
those that say it the most) knows it is talse. There is no 
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subject tliat lives, under me, whose safety and well doing I 
desire less than my own, and should be as sorry to invade 
his property and liberty as that another should invade 
mine. Those members, said the King, that pretend this 
great zeal for the public good, are of two kinds, either 
such as would subvert the government themselves, and 
bring it to a commonwealth again ; or such as seem to 
join with that party and talk loud against the Court, 
hoping to have their mouths stopped by places or prefer¬ 
ments. Indeed, my Lord Treasurer had named some of 
the heads of that party to me, who had desired such and 
such things of the King, and would have come over upon 
those terms. 

I replied that it was true the pretences were many, 
and plausible I believe to some, that those people made 
to oppose it, which others understood to be his Majesty’s 
interest; but it had gained little upon me, who had the 
honour of being so long known to his Majesty, and had 
been so lately confirmed in my belief by those assurances 
received from my Lord Treasurer; that I should never to 
the best of my knowledge do anything but what became 
a true and faithful subject, and what should be consistent 
with the prosperity of his Majesty’s royal person and 
government. The King told me that he was very well 
pleased that he had seen me, commanded me to wait upon 
him sometimes, and said I should have access to him when 
and wherever I desired it. 

This condescension in the King to give so mean a person 
this satisfaction did much convince me of the reality 
of what he said, joined with the temper and constitution 
too of the prince, who was not stirring, nor ambitious, 
but easy, loved pleasures, and seemed chiefly to desire 
quiet and security for his own time. 

A. great diflerence at that time being between the 
Lord Marshal of England, Lord Henry Howard (though 
commonly called the Duke of Norfolk) and his younger 



SIR JOHN RRRRSBY. 


109 


brotilers, tlie brothers ca.me and petitioned the House of 
Commons, setting forth the injustice done them by my 
Lord Marshal, and not only them, but to their eldest 
brother, the Duke of Norfolk, whom the said Lord 
Marshal kept up at Padua as a madman, thougli very well 
in his senses, and therefore desired that the House would 
please to move the King that the Lord Marshal miglit I it; 
obliged to send for him into England. Upon this tluux; 
began a debate in the House of the condition of the said 
duke, and many did argue as they did believe that he was 
in a good condition of health, and was only kept tlu're by 
his brother to enjoy his estate. Whereupon the gentle¬ 
men of the House, that had been abroad in that part, 
were desired to declare their opinions in what conditions 
they had seen him* and myself amongst others did say 
what I knew of him at the time that I saw him tluTe, 
which was, to the best of my observation, that he had all 
the marks imaginable of lunacy and distraction upon liiim 
This it seems being told my Lord Marshal, who knew very 
well that I had no obligation from him to say anything 
that might turn so much to his advantage as tliis did, sent u 
gentleman to me, one Mr. Anslowc, the next day, (o thank 
me for acting so generously in the coiu^ern of a person 
that had not appeai’ed my friend so much as he, ought to 
have done, and yet he had not appeared against me in 
many particulars where I was jealous of him, and particii- 
arly m that of the blackamoor,; and tliat he intended 
to wait upon me to satisfy me further of it. 

I answered that I was surprised with this compliment 
ti'om a gentleman to whom I intended none, what I said 
3eing only in regal'd to truth ; however I was not sorry 
bat It had so happened that I had obliged my lord by' 

ee Mm w" ^ ’<> 

Mm. He receiml me witli all the (>xprc«ion.s of 
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kindness imaginable, and wished that neither himself nor 
posterity might prosper if he was any way consenting or 
assisting against me in that matter. I told his lordship 
that I was obliged to believe him because he said so, hut 
if he was not, I was sure liis servants were, and desired 
his leave that I might use my endeavours to find it out. 
He said, with all his heart he did not only agree to it, but 
would help me in it; and so we parted in great friendship. 
His lordsliip came to see me soon after. I was not sorry 
for this unexpected effect of the thing; for though a man 
must not do inean things to make great men his friends 
(because they have a great deal of power), yet it is a folly 
to omit such an opportunity of being reconciled to them. 
It is not wise to have a poor man one’s enemy, if it can 
be helped, much more a ricdi. 

The House of Commons, however, moved his Majesty 
by the privy c'.ouncillors who were members of that 
House to send for the Duke of JSTorfolk, but he took no 
notice of the petition. 

I very often visited and dined with my Lord Treasurer, 
and often waited upon the King, who when he saw me 
would ask me wliat passed. 

March 18. I entertained him a great while, in the 
Duchess of York’s bed-cliambcr, upon the transactions of 
that day in the House of Commons. 

The business of this session had gone on pretty coolly 
in both Houses, and itiy Lord Treasurer did so order the 
matter that, t,hc King’s party increased rather than the 
other, but it was much fi;ared that some votes were gained 
more by piire.hase than affection. 

March 29. The Commons voted a second address to 
be made to the King, that he would please to make 
allmnces for the ]reservation of Flanders in the possession 
of the King of Spain ; but with this limitation, that the 
King should not be obliged to return any answer to the 
House upon that address; and yet a great many that 
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would have drawn tlie King into inconveniences would 
have had the King urged to declare his intentions therein, 
which must have been either to disoblige the nation on 
one hand, or to declare war with Franco on the otlum, 
before he was prepared to make it. 

The same time I had a great deal of disc'.onrse 
privately with my Lord Treasurer in his own chamlx'r. 
He there showed me several letters (with their answers) 
which he had written to Mr. Wentworth and otheu's not 
to disturb me in my election, which was yet endeavoured 
on behalf of the town, though Benson was dead. 

A box on the ear was given that day in the House' of 
Commons; but the occasion being accidental, ahem sonn^ 
debate it was thus ended, that both the geiitleiiu'U 
engaged themselves to the Speaker that nothing more 
should be done in it. 

March 30, I entertained the King in tlu) DucIu'hh 
of Portsmouth’s chamber, widi the Marquis of WoreesLer. 

April 12. The King and the Duke had both of them 
interested themselves so far in the matter of my election, 
that it being to be tried very soon (being at tlui King's 
rising that day), the King gave order to his seuwants that, 
were members to attend the committee, and to aasist nu' 
when it came on. The same day the Duke of Alhemarh' 
came down to engage his friends to be for nu'. Tlu! 
Duke of York concerned himself very earnestly for me. 

Being alone with my Lord Treasurer in Ids (ioaeh 
going to Westminster, I told him that some of tlu'. dia- 
contented party did resolve to hasten the mom^y bill aa 
fast as they could, that so the Parliament mighl. riai! 
before Easter, and the public bills, tlnit wcu'c; {)re])a]'ing, 
might be left unpassed; hoping by this to dissfilisfy the 
nation, and to afford cause of complaint againsl. the' King, 
as if the Parliament met for nothing but to give* moIu^y. 
His lordship said that the King was aware of that, but 
had prevented it by a message, intended that day to be 
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delivered by Secretary Coventry to tlie House, to this 
effect, that if anything remained to be done which that 
House did judge necessary for the good of the nation, the 
King would gi'vo them time to finish it after Easter, and 
when they were ready he would pass their bills ; which 
was said accordingly. 

My Lord Treasimer sent for me among others that 
evening, and desired us to assist what we could to recon¬ 
cile a difference likely to happen between the two Houses, 
about framing the bill for the six hundred thousand 
pounds to be given the King, which might endanger the 
loss of the bill. The thing was this—the Commons had 
made a clause in the bill that the ofiicers of the Exchequer 
should give an account to that House of the laying out of 
the money to the uses to which it was given; the Lords 
had added another clause, which was that those officers 
should be accountable to both Houses. The Commons 
would not allow of this, saying the Lords could neither 
add to nor diminish in bills for money; as it was peculiar to 
the Commons to give money, so it was only proper to 
them to have the account of its laying forth. The Lords 
replied that to deny them to call the officers of the 
Exchequer to an account was to deny them their 
privilege of judicature which they had as the Supreme 
Coiut; and were possessed of it in the very like case, 
for when money was . given by the convention for disband¬ 
ing the army, an account of the laying it out was there 
enacted to be given to their House as well as the other. 
In fine, both adhering to their point, the King prevailed 
with the Lords to erase their clause out of the bill, and 
the other continuing, it passed after in that method ; so 
the Commons got the better. 

April 19. My Lord Treasiuer and the Duke of 
Newcastle went to Windsor to be installed Knights of the 
Garter. I waited upon them, supped that night with the 
duke, and dined the day after with the Countess of 
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Danby, my lord’s own table being filled with the kniglits 
assisting at that ceremony; amongst whom were the Duke, 
of Lauderdale, the Duke of Albemarle, the Earls of 
Oxford and Mulgrave, &:c. This ceremony was more 
solemn and splendid than usual by reason of the number 
of coaches that attended m.y Lord Treasurer, being forty- 
six, with six horses apiece. 

The King of France had not long before got a victory 
over the Prince of Orange, and in his return by Calais 
sent over the Duke of Orequi, and the Arehbisliop of 
Bheims, to compliment our King, who returiual it by 
sending over my Lord Sunderland to the French King. 
This gave just cause to think that there would bo no war 
between the two Kings, as the Parliament had advised. 


I saw a copy of the letter from the French King iM'ouglit 
by the Duke of Crequi to ours, which began with tiu.s 
style or title :— 

‘ Trh' haul, trk excellent et trk puismnt Pvhic(\ trh 
cher, trk aime bon frhre cousin et allU.' 

The truth is the King of England’s neutrality, or look¬ 
ing on, very well deserved these and greater compliiiumts 
from France at that time. 

May 6, The postmaster of Doncaster having dis¬ 
obliged me (one Hunt), I endeavoured to put him mil, 
but finding greater opposition tlian I expected from thr* 
Bishop of Durham, the Duke of Lauderdale, and several 
other persons of quality that used to lie at his lioiisc, 1 
could not effect it; till, speaking twice myself to the Duke 
of York, he granted my request, and gave it to the* 
quarter-master of my militia troop that kepi an inn tht‘re. 

May 8. The poor smiths of Ilallumshirc sent me up 
a letter and petition, setting forth that th(‘ oflitjcTs for 
collecting that duty had made new distresses upon tiium 
or smith’s forges. I went and so represontecl the poverty 
ophat sort of people to my Lord Treasurer, tlic illewility 
ot It according to the intention of the statute, and the rer- 
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tain difference it would create between the King’s officers 
and the justices of the peace, that he ordered his secretary to 
write to the collectors not to proceed to distrain for such 
hearths till the explanatory bill did pass (there being a 
bill before the Commons at the rising of the Parliament 
for the explaining of that, and some other obscure parts 
of the Chimney Acts), but no such bill did ever pass; so 
that all the said clauses have, since been interpreted in 
favour of the King’s revenue. My Lord of Ormond and 
my Lord Treasurer had not been very good friends; the 
King, however, had pieced them upon condition they 
should not impeach each other without acquainting one 
another first with the matter. My Lord of Ormond first 
broke his word, and informed the King that my Lord 
Treasurer had cheated him in the excise. My Lord 
Ormond said the Treasurer had first complained of him 
to hinder his going for Ireland (where he was Lord- 
Lieutenant before). This came to a great heat at Court; 
but the King who loved quiet though he paid for it, 
believed neither of their complaints, and made them 
again friends, so my lord was sent into Ireland with his 
former dignity. 

May 11. I was in private with my Lord Treasurer 
in his chamber till after one o’clock at night, where he 
told me several matters. I obtained some favours of him 
at that time : one was a further security to tlie smiths of 
Hallamshire not to be troubled as formerly ; a pardon for 
a highwayman condemned to be executed, upon promise 
to discover his accomplices, but who being saved, soon 
fell to his old kind of life and was afterwards hanged. 
Another was a promise of 101. to any who should catch 
a robber on the highway, whicJi was afterwards pubhshed 
by proclamation. I complained to him of the injustice 
done me in that foolish story that was raised concerning 
the blackamoor and, of the King’s being ready to grant 
my estate. He said ire did not believe the King had 
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given it, for that he had desired the King not to be too 
hasty in that particular, believing it was a lie ; but was of 
opinion with me, that it was a fit occasion to ask some- 
thing of the King by way of reparation, and that he would 
assist me therein. His lordship was then so free as to 
tell me that though the King denied almost nothing to 
the Duke, his brother, yet he did not really love him. 

He told me then that the King had no mind to fall 
out with France; but if the Parliament would engage 
him in that war, their best way would be to give Iiim a 
good sum to make preparations for it, which could not be 
less than six hundred thousand pounds. By this means, 
if the. King took it, he would be obliged to go on with 
the war. If the Parliament refused to trust him, he had 
a good reason not to embark himself in it, for then the 
King might argue, ‘ How may I confide in my Parliament 
to give me money to carry me through the war, tluit will 
not sufficiently supply me to make preparations for it? ’ 
But I easily discovered that these were artifices to gt‘t 
money. 

He said further that the King in hoiK)ur ought not’to 
join with the confederates against Prance; that in all llu 5 
treaties of peace the King of England was named as llu* 
principal in that war; that ho did actually join with 
France in the beginning, and went off e.ontraiy to his 
promise, and now to timn his arms agiiinst Fi’anee would 
not look well nor just to the world. His lordship told im* 
this was the King’s own argument upon their discioursiug 
of the war between themselves, and that he had made tin* 
King this answer, that his Majesty should not rt‘garcl tliiit 
so much, for the Fi’cnch King i)layed hinrthe sanu* tiick 
when Chancellor Hyde was chief initiistiir. d'lic*, King 
answered that was because he had a prejudice lo the 
Chancellor. The Lord Treasurer replied, whatever was 
the cause the thing was done. 

He was so free as to tell me further that the Duke 

I 2 
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was tlie chief Ccamer-on of the French interest; that he 
now made it his husiness to court the sectaries and 
fanatics, hoping thereby to strengtiien the popish interest; 
that his Highness was so bigoted in that religion that 
when the Archbishop of Rheims was here, went into our 
churches and kneeled during the time of divine service, 
the Duke would not be persuaded so much as to come 
into the door. He said the Duke was unhappy in ser¬ 
vants that had not much sense, but that his confessor was 
a notable man and had great interest with him; but that 
he as well as his master was against a French war. But 
his lordship declared himself for it. 

May 12. I went to visit the Duke and Duchess of 
Lauderdale at their fine house at Ham. After dinner the 
duchess in her chamber entertained me with a long dis¬ 
course on matters of State. She had been a beautiful 
woman and the supposed mistress of Oliver Cromwell, and 
was then a woman of great parts. She and her duke, 
that was much governed by her, were entirely in my 
Lord Treasurer’s interest. She chiefly complained of the 
Duke’s adhering to Papists and fanatics, and of his putting 
the King upon the change of lord deputies of Ireland so 
often to promote the popish interest, and gave me several 
instances to prove it that I had not heard ; and she gave 
me also the whole scheme of the state of Scotland at that 
clay, which, her husband being Lord Commissioner, she 
had good reason to understand. But the Scots, being a 
mercenary people, when the Duke was sent afterwards into 
that kingdom, whatever was there before was then changed 
into another tiling. 

The day after I went and asked Mr. Secretary Wil¬ 
liamson if there was any entry made in his office concerning 
the begging of my estate. Ho told me he durst only own 
it to me in private, but it was true that upon some rumour 
of a forfeiture of it by some act of mine, Mr. Felton, of the 
bed-chamber, younger brother to him that had married 
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niy aimt Monson, had begged it of the King, and entered 
a caveat thereof at his office. ' 

May 19. I obtained of my Lord Treasurer to carry 
me to the King, where I begged “two things of him— 
one was that he would please to order Mr. Secretary 
Williamson to erase a caveat which had boon cntc>,rcd 
with him, upon his Majesty’s granting my estate to Mr. 
Telton, reputed to be forfeited upon the rumour of the 
death of the Moor ; and, 2ndly, that he would ])lcasc^ to 
lay his commands upon my Lord Chief LksticiO Ibiinsford 
to discover to me at whose solicitation, or upon what sug¬ 
gestion it was, that his lordship granted out the wairant 
to the coroner to take up the body six weeks after it was 
buried. 

As to the first, the King said ho did not roineinber (no 
giving my estate to any person, but if any such cavcnit 
was entered he should have order to put it out. Kor the. 
second, he directed my Lord Treasurer to send one with 
me to my Lord Eainsford for liim to do wluit I desircHl, 
which he did the day after by his secretary; and wlu!U W('. 
came to my Lord Chief Justice, he told me the whole 
matter and begged my excuse for having been ho vtny 
forward in that matter—as indeed he had rcia.son, having 
done more than he could justify-—for he had granted Im 
warrant upon a bare suggestion of the Moor’s dying by 
such an act, without taking any information either in 
writing or upon oath. 

May 21. The Parliament met at Westminster, acc-ord- 
ing to adjournment. The King, speaking to both Houses, 
acquainted them that he could not make such alliances as 
they desired without they would first give him money to 
make preparations for war. The Commons, upon tin* 
debate concerning the King’s speech, would not coiiHont 
to give money, but voted the contrary, till Itis Miijcsly 
had first entered into alliance; and at (lie snine tinu! tlml, 
an address should be humbly made to him to mitor iu", 
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a league offensive and defensive with Holland, and the 
rest of the United Provinces, for the safety of these kina, 
doms, for the recovery of Flanders, and to abate the 
power of the French King. 

May 28. The said address being presented to the 
King, be returned this answer to it: that we had exceeded 
the methods of Parliament in that address, that we had 
entrenched on his prerogative by not only directing him 
to make alliances, but by pointing out to him what those 
alliances should be, and witli whom they should made; 
that the power of making peace or war only belonged to 
him, and if that was taken from him he should only have 
the name of a King, and then what States or princes 
would treat with him? For which reasons, as well as 
want of money, he should not comply with their address. 
However, lie should do that which became him for the 
good of his kingdom, and order the Parliament to be 
adjourned till the IGth of July following. 

The Speaker (who was Mr. Seymour) returned to the 
House, and had adjourned the House, but without putting 
the question, by the King’s order or command. This, as 
was moved, being without precedent, did so discompose 
the House that some were odcring to hold the Speaker in 
the chair, but he leaped from it very nimbly; for he was 
in fear that many being dissatislied with his Majesty’s 
speech would have made some mutinous speeches before he 
could adjourn, and with good reason. I was one of those 
that thought the Commons outwent their due limits in 
wording their address, in naming the countries with which 
he was to make his alliances, and tlio manner of them— 
viz., offensive and defensive; for, besides the indecencies 
of it, the Secretaries of State then in the House told us 
the thing would be granted if we did not lose it in the 
manner of asking it. Indeed the nation did mucli desire 
a war with France, and the King it is thought might have 
been gained to it if the Duke laid not been so averse to it. 
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Following tlie Duke dow'n the gallery to his closet in 
Whitehall, I went up to him to thank liis highness for the 
favour he had granted me. He said that he was lately 
informed that I had said in company that as for my Lord 
Treasurer I knew that he was for making alliances with 
Holland and the Netherlands for the war against France, 
but the Duke did much oppose it, I replied whoever in¬ 
formed his highness so had not spoken the truth ; that I 
might possibly say in discourse upon that subject that iny 
Lord Treasurer was for a war with France, but that I 
should undertake to say* that his highness was either for 
it or against it was a presumption I could never be guilty 
of. If I knew not my duty, good manners would make 
me careful of naming him in any concern of so high a 
nature, and humbly desired that he would please to tell 
me who was his informer. By this time his highness mm 
arrived to his closet door, where he 8toi)pcd: ‘ Do not 
trouble yourself, for I never believed it; but mu.st nol. 
tell you my author. However, it is sometimes fitting to 
tell men what we hear, that the truth may the biUter be 
discovered.’ 

June 2. Being with my Lord Treasurer, he told nu* 
the excise would bo let to farm, and if I tliought it would 
be any advantage to me I might be concerned in it. I 
thanked his lordship, and said I would consider of it; but 
the truth was, though great estates Imd been gotten by 
farming that and other branches of the King’s revenue, 
yet I never intended to interest myself in it, for no man 
was beloved in his country that did ; and being a justku; 
of the peace, and having often punished those concerned in 
the collecting of that duty for transgressing the law in the. 
method of it, I thought I should be censured if I should 
then make myself of that number. 

About this time I had fresli coniplainls from the 
smiths of Hallamshire of new demaiulH of hearth-money 
for their forges. Upon my representing it again to my 
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Lord Treasurer, and laying the small profit it would bring 
in to the King, and the great poverty of those smiths, he 
confirmed his order to the farmers and officers not to dis¬ 
turb those people any more in that pai'ticular ; by which 
means they were at quiet a long while after, though those 
sort of smiths paid for their forges in all other parts of 
England; and my lord mayor of York and two justices 
of the peace of Nottingham were sent for up before the 
icing and Council for maintaining that such forges ought 
not to pay, where his lordship received pardon for recant¬ 
ing his opinion, but the two justices were put out of 
commission. 

I heard that my Lord yarmouth w^as one of those 
that had begged my estate upon the story of the Moor, 
and that he was come to town. I presently went to find 
him at his own house, where I had some difficulty to be 
admitted, for I had never seen liim, and asked him the 
question if it was true, saying tliat I had reason to believe 
that those that were so forward to beg my estate had been 
as busy to make the story. lie forswore very bitterly that 
he had never asked it of the King, or knew anything of 
it, furtlier than that one Wright, solicitor to the lord 
Henry Howard, did come and tell him there was likely 
to be such a forfeiture, and advised him to use his in¬ 
terest with the King for it, but that he did absolutely 
deny to hearken to it, saying that he would not be richer 
for tlic misfortunes of others; that it was he believed 
malice against me, and that he would serve me all he 
could to find out the authors of it, I made him give it 
under his hand that he wms no party to the begging of 
my estate, or otherwise interesting himself in that matter. 

The same day I found out Mr. Wright, and threatened 
to bring my action of scandal against him, upon the in¬ 
formation I had from my Lord Yarmouth, except he 
would tell me the whole intrigue of it. He did ingenu¬ 
ously confess that both Bright and Chappell before 
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mentioned Lad given Lim an account of the Moor’s death 
by that means, with all assurance of the truth of it; and 
that he, telling my Lord Henry Howard, his lordship sent 
him to my Lord Yarmouth to ask of the King iny estate, 
which he had begged accordingly. I was very niueh sur¬ 
prised to hear two noblemen make their honour so clump 
as to deny with oaths and asseverations what was true; but 
I considered that stirring further in it would but makt^ 
more noise of so foolish a story in the world, and that it 
ought to be sufficient to me that, as a sign of their shanu; 
and repentance, they had both of tliem given them¬ 
selves the lie. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Yorkshire Matters—Koresby dines with the Cutlers nt Sheffield—Meets 
with an Accident—Barnsley and Leeds Sessions—In London again— 
Alliance with the Prince of Orange—Warm Debates in the House- 
Desire for a War with France—Sir John’s Seat again threatened—Sir 
- William Wentworth of Wakefield—Sir Godfrey Copley and his Son— 
French Successes—111 Counsellors-Conversations with Charles and the 
Duke—The Governorship of Burlington —Charges against the Duke and 
Danl 3 y_A Quarrel at the King’s Play-house—Wentworth’s designing 
Conduct—Royal Influence used for Reresby—Anecdotes of the King 
and the Duke—Foreign Affairs—The Commons’ Opposition to the King’s 
Advisers—Prorogation—The Peace with France—Sir Solomon Swaile 
—Wentworth’s Folly—How Elections were managed—York Assizes— 
Improvements at Burlington—The Popish Plot—The King’s Speech to 
Parliament—Debates and Examinations in the House on the Plot—The 
King’s disbelief of it—Coleman’s Letters—The Duke of York and the 
Test Act—Montagu’s charges against Danhy—Incensement of the Com¬ 
mons—Danby’s Defence—Articles against him—Ilia Impeachment- 
Opposition of the Lords—Parliament dissolved—Canvassing at Ald- 
horongh—Rereshy again rotnmod. 

June 13. Having taken leave of the King and Duke, 
I returned to Thrybergh. As soon as I arrived, the cor- 
];)oratioii of cutlers sent their master and officers to thank 
me for the good offices I had done them at London -with 
my Lord Treasurer, and would have made me a handsome 
present, but I refused to accept of it. 

About the beginning of July, my lord Duke of New¬ 
castle—the old duke being dead—sent to desire me to 
accompany him into Stafibrdshirc, where he was to see 
his estate, which I promised some clays lifter. 

July 10. I attended the sessions at Rotherham, and 
went soon after to meet some otlier deputy-lieutenants to 
settle the militia at York. 

August 13. The Earl of Burlington, lord-lieuteiiant 
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of the West Eiding, came and lay at Thrybergh one 
night. 

August 25. I went to dine at Sheffield at the Cutlers’ 
Feast, being invited by the corporation, where I was re¬ 
ceived by the Master and his assistants in the street with 
loud music, the shouts of the rabble, and with ringing of 
bells; and, being after conducted into the Town Ilall, 
was entertained with a very good dinner and great i)lenty 
of wine, 

August 27. I met the Duke of Newcastle at Chestc'r ■ 
field, and accompanied him as far as the High Peak in 
Derbyshire; where, talking to the duke, ajid the way 
bemg very strait, my horse was forced to go upon a 
slippery stone; so that all his legs Hying at once from 
under him, he fell flat upon my right log and put my 
knee out of joint. The duke leaped from liis hors(‘, and 
helped to carry me into a little ale-house hard by, where 
I prevailed with him to leave me with my servanls, aiul 
two of his gentlemen, who all went several ways to find a 
bone-setter. At the last they found four that pn^t.ench'd 
to be versed in that art, but so little understood i(, (hat 
they put me to a great deal of pain to no ])iirpose, for 
they set my knee wrong (as it inovcd afterwards). After 
three days’ lying in much pain, I ventured liome in tlu; 
Earl of Kiitland’s horse-litter, which I boiTowed; and at 
Thrybergh I sent for another bone-setter, who ])ut me to 
as much pain as the former, with as littk; su(!C(‘sh. Yet 
soon after I found one Middleton, who, by God’s nicsrey, 
did reduce it indifferently well, tliough not perfectly, (hti 
cap of the knee being broken. This was a gresut atllic'- 
tion to me, the other knee having been disjoin (t'd wlum 
very young, and never well reduced ; but it was (hc! will 
of heaven, and I deserved it for iny sins. IIowcvct, l)y 
God’s mercy I had very good use of both after all thik 

I lay seven weeks by this accident,, during which timr» 

I was visited and enquired after by all my ueiglilKiura, 
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especiiilly the Duke of Newcastle, who came witli my 
Lord Ogle to see me three days after my return, 

October 19.. I was so well that I went on horseback 
to Barnsley sessions, and soon after to Leeds, where my 
Lord Ftiirfax, Sir Henry Goodricke, Sir John Kaye, and 
myself, settled the militia of that division. I was there 
particularly invited by the mayor and his brethren, for 
some services done that corjjoration a little before with 
the judges, concerning their being excused to serve upon 
juries at assizes or sessions out of their own limits. 

At this time was the marriage agree.d on between the 
Prince of Orange and the Lady Mmy, first daughter to 
his royal highness, which gave great content to the 
nation, mid abated the fears of popery that she was mar¬ 
ried to <a Protestant prince. My Lord Danby, lord trea¬ 
surer, believed to be the adviser of this match, got a good 
reputation by it, 

October 25. Much company (‘amc to my house; 
amongst others, my Lord Clifford and ray Lord Castleton. 

October 26. The Parliament that was to meet the 
3rd of December was declared by proclamation intended 
1.0 be jn'orogued to the 4th of April; but notwithstanding 
the said proclamation, the business of the nation so requir¬ 
ing it, the Pradiament was appointed to meet the 15th of 
January, so that I set forwiixd for London on the 4th, 
before I had ended Christmas, which I had kept with 
entertaining my neighbours and tenants, as I had done in 
other years. 

im. 

January 10. I anived there in company with Sh 
Henry Goodricke, in whose coach I went up; the day 
after, the Parliament being adjourned for fifteen days, I 
informed myself of afiliirs. 

January 12. I dined with my Lord Treasurer, who 
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received me kindly; the next day I kissed the King’s 
hand and the Duke’s. His highness told me, among other 
things, that the reason of this short adjournment was 
because the King could not so fully acquaint both Houses 
with the cause of calling them at this time till lie had a 
more perfect account of a treaty which was now framing 
with Spain; and after some other discourse of jaiblie 
concern, I gave him seme assurances of duty and respec't., 
desiring him not to harbour any thought of what he had 
formerly said he had been told I should discourse con¬ 
cerning him and my Lord Treasurer. 

January 15. The Houses met, and were further ad¬ 
journed to the 28th. Sir Solomon Swaile, my ftllow 
biugess of Aldborough, being likely to be put out of the 
House for suspicion of being a papist, I gave my intercHt 
there to Sir Thomas Mauleverer to succeed him, he being 
recommended to me by my Lord Treasurer and others. 

January 28. The Parliament met, and the King, in 
his speech to both Houses, said that he was cnlerc'd into a 
strict alliance with the Prince of Orange and with the 
United Provinces to oppose the growth of the Frcuich 
king and the progress of his arms in Plauders, c^c., and 
desired money to carry it on. The Commons voUal 
thanks to the King, to be presented to him by way of an 
address, for the care he had expressed of the ProtesUmt 
religion in nianying his niece to the Prince of Orange'; 
but that they could not give him any supply Ibr that war, 
except bis Majesty and his allies would engage not to lay 
down that war till the Pyrenean treaty was performed, 
and till that king was reduced to the condition as he (heri 
stood; for without this, neither this kingdom nor the rest 

A /NT • 1 O *«*V. 

01 Christendom was safe. 

January 30. The Commons voted tlle sum of si'ven ty 
moused pounds to be given for tlic royal intermc'ut of 

&ng Charles the Martyr, and for making a monument 
tor nun. 
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Supping tliat night with my Lord Treasurer, he said he 
fully intended to solicit the King to do something for nie 
but had not yet found anything tliat was proper for me- 
but, if he really meant it, I know he might have done it 
before then. 

February 4. We had an answer from the King to 
our address, whereby he pressed the giving of money to 
carry on the war; and to invite us the more to it, made 
the IIousc acquainted with what alliances he had made. 
Tliis so wrought upon the House, that it being put to the 
question, it was carried by forty-two votes to assist his 
Majesty in that war, and to consider of the way to do it; 
but it being late, the debate was put off till the next 
morning. 

February 5. Waiting on the Duke of York that 
morning, he spoke a good while to me concerning this 
matter ; and being the night before with my Lord Trea¬ 
surer, the scjlieme was laid how to proceed the next day. 
There had happened many warm debates as to this affair, 
and the reason of the great opposition it found was a 
desire in some to oppose the Crown, though in the very 
thing they wished for themselves (for tliis nation was 
always desirous of a war with Trance); and a jealousy in 
others, that the King intcmhid to raise an army, but never 
designed to go on with the war; and truly some of the 
King’s party were not sure of the eontrary. Soon after, 
it was voted by the Commons to give money for the rais¬ 
ing of twenty-six regiments of foot, four of horse and two 
of dragoons, with a navy of ninety men of war, for a war 
against France. 

Upon this occasion of war, having notice that it might 
be possible to repair the fort at Burlington, I apphed 
myself to my Lord Treasurer to get me the command of 
it, if it should be done ; but he told me that would not 
be thought necessary, that coast lying more to Holland 
than France. Soon after I ap))li(>d myself to the Duke 
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therein, who told me it might be of use, and that he 
would promote it for me all he could. Having told my 
Lord Treasurer what the Duke had promised, he also 
assirred to speak for me to his highness and to assist to it. 

The 23rd of March was appointed by the House for 
the hearing the cause of my election before tlui c‘,oin- 
mittee of privileges, and my Lord Treasurer promised to 
speak to Sh William Wentworth for me in that eoiiccrn, 
which he did in the lobby of the Lords’ House in my 
hearing; where like himself, he promised my lord vi'ry 
fair, but did nothing.^ 

The same day I told the King and Duke some tliing.s 
which had passed in the House of Commons,* and tin* 
doubts that some had expressed there wliether the rutifi- 
cation of the peace betwixt us and Holland was yc;t. 
passed. The King said that the league offensive and 
defensive was signed by the States, so that they could 
not go back; but the ratification was not yet hcuIckI, the 
several provinces having not yet confirmed the act. of 
their deputies, and of the council of eight wJio liad 
received it. 

February 15. I dined with my Lord I’rensurcr, wlio 
said that he had a long discourse with lluj King and 
Luke on my affiur at Burliuglon, and that he Imped i(. 
would succeed. 

February 18. The business of giving an aid to the 
King came in debate in the House of Commons, wh(*re it 
was controverted, and many difricultics and mistrusts of 
the King started. Amongst otliors, I siiokcj and sliowed 
the necessity of a trust in this iiarticuhu', and liow im^ 
possible it was (though there might some ground appt?ar 
for it) to recede at this time of the day. 

Febraary 18. I had die news the siinie duy uC i|ie 


.T ' was a aepliew of tho {?roat J^arl of StrafTord. Ho livial .1 

orlhgale Head or Haaeldau Hall, in Walreliold, his father havi,,^ mllld 
he danghter and heiress of Thomas Savile, of that place. ^ 



an express to speak to my Lord Treasurer (who was his 
relation) to be continued in that office for the remaining 
part of the year. I was in the House when I received 
the letter, but .went presently to Wallingford House and 
found his lordship was gone to Wimbledon. I was forced 
to stay to watch his return till ten at night, and prevailed 
with his lordship to go that night to the King, lest others 
should get in before us. We found the King at the end 
of the long gallery at the Duchess of Portsmouth’s, ancj 
the King presently granted our request; and the next 
day the patent for the high sheriff was got out for the 
son, before it was known that the father was dead. For 
which trouble I had afterwards but a very inchfferent 
return, as the sequel will manifest. 

The same day the Commons voted the grant of one 
million to the King, to enable him to make war with the 
French King, for the preservation of Flanders. 

February 19. The Duke of York told me that as to 
the government of Burlington I might depend upon it to 
be granted. Several gentlemen had regiments given them, 
as Sir Hen. Goodricke (whom I called brother from an 
entire friendship there was between us) and Sir Thomas 
Slingsby, both of this country ; but I was every whit as 
well content with my government, the King by the 
Duke’s means granting me a salary of 200/. per annum, 
and an independent company of one hundred men to 
reside in the garrison. 

February 27. Came news that the French King had 
taken Ghent and Bruges, and that Ostend was besieged ; 
whereupon the King caused sixteen hundred men to be 
presently drawn out of the Guards and his other forces 
here, and to be sent immediately to Ostend, under the 
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command of the Duke of Monmouth, amongst whom my 
brother Edmond, captain in the Guards, was one. This 
news of the Erench success gave a great alarm to Flan¬ 
ders, England and Holland. The same day the Commons 
upon this news grew very warm, and began to i‘cflet'-t on 
the Ejng’s ill councils, that had not advised him to tliis 
war sooner. They named no man, but it was v(‘ry 
plain they pointed at the Duke of York and my Lord 
Treasurer. 

February 28. Attending at the King’s Icvdc, the 
Eng told me and some other Parliament men then 
present that except the money voted to be given tolevkss 
was dispatched, it would come after the French King had 
done his work. His highness said that morning, too, that 
his friends would have a hard task upon them that day, 
for he was informed that some in the House resolved to 
renew the debate concerning ill counsellors. I said it 
was not very likely, for I was told the day before l)y a 
leader of the anti-Court party that it was not now a time 
to raise differences at home, when wo were in war abroad ; 
and it proved as I said. 

March 2. The news came that Ghent and Brugt‘.s 
were not taken, as had been reported; and mortioven* 
that Monsieur de Eiivigny was coming, on tlio part of the 
French King, with offers of peace to our King, The 
Commons grew jealous that they would bo accepted. 
However, our forces went forward on their march to 
Ostend. 

The same day, waiting upon the King at the Due.hasH 
of Portsmouth’s, the Duke and my Lord Treasurer he.ing 
in consultation witli his Majesty there about giving out rjf 
commissions, that affair being over, his liiglmess before L 
could ask him if he had pleased torcmeml)or my busiiu-as, 
informed me that order would bo given for the drawitur 
of my commission; my Lord Treasurer assured me of U 
,at the same time. 

K 
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March 4. The bill for raising money, by the way of 
poll, was perfected, and the King and his royal highness 
discoursed very much of that war, but it was suspected 
that they thought more of a peace. 

March C. Being near the Duke in Whitehall, as he 
and my Lord Treasurer were whispering together, the 
Treasurer, looking upon me, spoke again to the Duke, 
whereupon his highness came to me, and asked me if I 
had my commission. I answered no. ‘ But,’ said he, T will 
give order concerning it to the &cretary; ’ and accordingly 
as I stood behind him the next day, as ho dined with the 
King, he spoke to the Secretary (pointing to me at the 
same time) which the Secretary told me was concerning 
my commission, which was scaled some days after. This 
was a commission for raising an independent or unregi- 
mcaitcd company of foot, to consist of 100 men, 1 
lieutenant, 1 ensign, 3 .sergeants, 3 corporals and 2 drum¬ 
mers. The King and the Duke were so Idnd as to let me 
name my own officers; so I chose one Mr. Adams of 
Woodlathcs for my lieutenant, and my wife’s only brother 
for my ensign (who, poor gentleman, died afterwards at 
Burlington). 

March 10. I desired his highness to remember the 
commission which he had promised to get for me for 
governor of Burlington. Ilia highness discoursed many 
things with me at the same time concerning the garrison 
to be formed there. 

He told mo further that he was informed of a design 
in the House of Commons to fall upon him and my Lord 
Treasurer, and desired me tp oppose it. My Lord 
Treasurer assured me of the same thing and to be done 
that day. That amongst other tilings they laid to his 
charge a treaty between the King and the Prince of 
Orange, which was printed, as being the adviser of it. 
But that it was a forgery, for there was really no such 
treaty; nor if there were did he think it at all to the 
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disadvantage of England. Another of his crimes would 
be for advising the King to make peace, which he never 
did; though it was not impossible tliat such a thing might 
be; and if it were, it was from nothing but tlic King’s 
own judgment, who was very much inclined that way (if 
it were lawful to say so). 

March 14. Several speeches were made, of jealoinsies 
and fears, and particularly of the army win cl i was now 
raising; as if it were rather intended to set up absolute; 
monarchy than to make war with France. Complaints 
were made of the counsels and of the chief ministers that 
gave them, but nobody was named. This long debate 
ended in voting an address to be made to the; King, to 
desire his Majesty before that they proceeded to give any 
more money, he would please to declare war against 
France, and withcall his ambassador from the French 
Court. It Wiis very stiffly debated that it should have; 
been added to the address that his Mfijesty would plt;ase 
to put away those evil counsellors from about him, 
who had given him advice to adjourn the rarliameiit 
in May last, and had hindered a war with Framu; all 
this tune. At last it was put to the qucslion whether 
it should be part of the address or not, and it was 
carried in the negative by five votes’ only. Thu saint* 
night, being with the Duke, he asked mo several ({ueHlions 
of things that passed in the Lower IIouso. He spoke 
kind thmgs of me to the Duke of Momuontli, and 1 
kissed his hand for the commission received the; day 
before. I was with the King at the Ihcndi play (hat. 
night, where he talked to me a gi’oat while. 

March 16. By the Commons it was rcsolvtid iJuit a, 
day should be^ named to take the state of the kingdom 
into consideration in relation to ]) 0 })ery. 

March 19. My Lord Treasurer having sent for 
several members of that House, and me amongst others 
to the Treasury chamber, told us that it became ul! 
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good subjects to withstand such motions and proceedings 
as much as might be, which were only offered to perplex 
and disturb the ■|)ublic peace, and to give jealousy to the 
government. The Duke told me (as a ridiculous thing) 
tliat amongst other matters it would be moved that aU 
popish recusants should be disarmed. 

This day in the afternoon I had a quarrel at the King’s 
playhouse U]ion this occasion. As I sate in the pit a 
gentleman wliosc name I afterwards heard to he Mr. 
Symons, came and placed himself next to me; and not 
content to rest there, after a while desired me to give him 
my seat, or to exchange with him, pretending he was to 
speak to one of his acquaintance on the other side. I had 
no mind to quit my scat, which was better to see than his; 
besides, he having been drinking, his manner of asking was 
not altogether so grateful, insomuch that I denied it. 
lIerciq)on he said I was uncivil, and I told him he was a 
rascid; upon which words wc were both prepared to 
strike one another, had not a gentleman that sate near ns 
(one Sir Jonathan Trelawny) jmt his hand between ns to 
prevent it. After a little while, when I saw nobody 
observed us, I whispered him iu the ear to follow me out, 
telling him I would stay for him at the out-door. But 
before I got thither, one that observed my speaking to 
him and going out upon it, acquainted the captain of the 
giuuxl, who was accidentally at the play, with what had 
passed; and tliat wo should certainly fight if not pre¬ 
vented ; who sent one after me, and another to him to 
secure iia by a guard; till being the next day brought 
before the Duke of Monmouth (who acted as general), 
he made us friends, who had not been long enemies, for 
I had never seen the gentleman to my knowledge before 
in my life. Nor scarce after but once in the street that 
he desired to give me a bottle of wine, and told me he 
was veiy sorry that he had the misfortime to have a 
dispute with one of whom, he heard so good a character, 
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- March 25. I found that Sir William Wentwordi 
played a deceitful game with me as to my election in 
Parliament. I complained to the Duke of him, who, ac¬ 
cording to his promise, spoke to him to deal more fair in 
the matter. ‘ But,’ said the Duke, ‘ I did not well imderstand 
his answer, and the truth is, his sense was not always ho 
clear as to be well apprehended.’ His highness tlien asktid 
me if I was sure to come in Sir Solomon SwailoVs ])]ace in 
case he quitted his session in Parliament; (for being a 
papist, he only stayed till he should be put out of the 
House, or receive the Duke’s commands to make; liis 
exit). I replied I hoped that I was. ‘ Then,’ said lie, ‘ I 
will send to him upon your account that he comono more 
into the House.’ 

Sir Solomon went out of town soon after, and I ob¬ 
tained of his highness to speak to Sir Allan Apnley, Iuh 
paymaster of the household, father-in-law to Sir William 
Wentworth, to speak to his son, that I might now have 
no more trouble. The Duke did it, and told me Sir Allan 
answered that it was to the interest of Mr. WontworLh’.s 
family that the election should be made after their u.sual 
manner, and if that were done they had no mind to put 
me out of the House. He bade me speak to Sir Allan 
myself. 

March 10. Having some private intimation that one 
Bellamy, a Spanish merchant in London, was in danger to 
break, that had some effects of my brotlier’s in St)ain in 
his hands of great value, I found him out after two dayn’ 
search; and, upon condition that I could obtain of my 
Lord Treasurer to release a debt which he owed tlio King, 
obtained an assignment of oils of him for my brother h 
use worth 2,000/. My Lord Treasurer prevailed with 
his Majesty to release part of his debt to bellamy. Tim 
next day he broke for fifty thousand pounds, and my 
brother lost 3,000/., besides what I saved for him, which 
put him much back both in his credit and tjude. 
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March 11, The Parliament met, there having been 
a short adjournment to that day. The Speaker not being 
very well, and my Lord Treasurer and he not very kind, 
he got another soon chosen into the chair. The Houses 
were further adjourned to the 28th of April. 

March 12. My Lord Treasurer had obtained of the 
King for me to be governor of Burlington, and my com- 
mission was signed, and I had a privy seal granted for 
a salary of 200/. per annum out of the Exchequer. 

A great part of my time was now taken up to solicit 
my friends that were members of the Lower House to be 
present when my cause came on at the committee. 

March 14. I told the Duke that I now despaired, 
since his highness’s intercession could not prevail to 
])reveut the Wentworth endeavours to throw me out of 
the House, of any composure of that matter. It must 
come to trial; and I desired he would command his 
servants that were of the House to assist me therein. 
He called for Sir John Worden, his then secretary, and 
bade him, with the rest of his servants, to attend the com¬ 
mittee, for he would not lose me, right or wrong. Not¬ 
withstanding this order from the Duke, and one to the 
same purpose from the King, many of the Court did not 
appear; and Sir William Wentworth underhand, under 
colour of a family right, managed the thing to his utmost 
against une. It was a great fault in our princes, that 
though upon request made to them they would grant and 
give orders for the thing desired, but took little care 
how they were obeyed therein, which proved of ill effect 
to them, sometimes in things of greater moment. 

March 21. At the Duke’s levde I desired hini'to order 
his people once more to attend the committee that after¬ 
noon (it being the day of my election). The Duke of 
Monmouth, to whom I had made an application, told 
me he had already ordered all the officers that were 
Parliament men to be there, for lie then was declai'ed 
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general. The King was so zealous for me that he had 
charged some of his servants, with some threats, to attend 
the trial, as *1 was told, not being by, and himself con¬ 
firmed it to me as he came out of his bedchamber. My 
Lord Treasurer told me the same, and carried me with 
him in his coach that day to the House, ordering two of 
his gentlemen to be at the lobby door to speah to Parlia¬ 
ment men as they came in. In the afternoon the c-aiusc 
came on, and after a long debate, and the question ])ut, 
I lost it by two votes only, there being upon a division of 
the committee 94 to 96. This was absolutely lost by ihe 
remissness of the Court party that did not attend, for tho 
cause was the clearest for me that could bo. Bui, lliut 
would not prevail with the adverse party, who, as iht‘y 
were more diligent, so they were also more violent jigainst 
those they opposed than the other. 

The next day my Lord Treasurer* coin])lained with 
some bitterness of several that the King hiinsc'If had 
spoken to who were absent; that all the King’s business 
was hke to be lost the same wuiy, and that he nevt'r saw 
his Majesty.more concerned in a thing than lie was in 
this; but concluded that cm'c sliould be taken to numd 
the matter, if possible, when the report was to btt nmde 
to the House. 

The King that afternoon came to mo as soon as he 
saw me at my Lady Portsmouth’s, and expressed his e.uu- 
cern for my disappointment, and smd with an oath that 
he would lay aside such servants jis had disobeyed him in 
this matter. I humbly begged that nobody might autler 
for me, but if he pleased to make some examples upon a 
more deserving occasion, it might prove of usci jo his 
service. He bade me not be discouraged. It was not for 
my own sake, but for his, that I mot with so many 
adversaries in that House ; for he heard that my cnimwim 
the justest in the world. Xlic Duke eo.uiug in hoou nticn-, 
told me particulai-ly what he had siud to several lo persuade 



136 


THE MEMOIES OE 


them to be for me, who had promised, who had failed, who 
liad attended, who had not; and knew all particulars of the 
trial as if he had been u])on the place. I replied that his 
liighness did engage all the world to his service hy that 
great industry whicli he used where he was pleased to 
concern himself. But that my adversaries had made me 
more considerable than I deserved to be, not only by the 
great opposition they made against me, but by giving a 
lialloo in the House by way of triumidi, when they foimd 
I had lost it. ‘ Well,' said the Duke, ‘ be not discouraged; 
if you go out of the House, we must malce use of you 
in some other station more considerable.' I heard that the 
King when he was aciquainted by somebody that the oppo¬ 
site party had given this kind of halloo (or noise of joy) 
when I had lost it, did stiy ‘ Those that would halloo him 
out of that Houses would halloo me out of the kingdom.’ 

Tlie King had condescended so far as to acquaint the 
Commons with the heads of the treaty he was then to 
make with the confederates to have their advice upon it; 
but the auti-Court i)arty smelt the design, and would have 
evaded meddling in the matter, knowing that would engage 
them to give money to carry on the war, which they 
would not believe the King designed in earnest. Instead 
of that there were many warm H])ee(‘hes against evil coun¬ 
sellors and ministers, naming no piu'tieular men, but they 
were well understood. 

May 4. However, it was carried in the House that a 
speedy address shoidd be made to his Majesty to enter 
into a league otTensive mid defensive with the confederates 
for abating the power of Franco. 

May 6. My Lord of Dmiby wrote to the Speaker to 
give me what assistance ho could in the report to be 
made of my cause from the committee to the House the 
next day. He also took a list of such as had been absent 
before, and sent to them personally to attend the House 
at the time of the report. 
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‘May 7. I had the gout seized of me but moderately ; 
and by good fortune my cause was not reported by reason 
of some heats in voting occasioned by the news then 
arrived that we and Holland were concluding a peace 
with Erance. One vote was that an address be made t.o 
his Majesty to lay aside those counsellors that did advise 
him to give those answers to the two Houses upon tluur 
late addresses to his Majesty for a war against France. 
The truth is this gave some credit to the other parf.y, 
several well-meaning men beginning to fear that the army 
now raised was rather intended to awe our own kingdom 
than to war against France (as was at first suggested by 
them). 

May 6. It being put to the question whether an 
address should be made to the King for the laying aaide 
the Duke of Lauderdale, of the kingdom of Scotland, 
horn all employment, it was carried in the negative by 
one vote only. 

May 10. The question was again put and carihul, 
that such counsellors as had advised the King to make 
such answers to the late address from his rarlinment., 
being betrayers of the King and kingdom, or to that 
effect, an address should be humbly presented to hia 
Majesty to lay them aside from his councils and tluar 
other employments. This address was presented, and his 
Majesty’s answer was this: that the said address was so 
extravagant he was not willing to give such an answi'r to 
it as it deserved. Lauderdale was particidarly naimal in 
that address. The same day it was carried, and but by 
one vote in a full House, that the King’s message lately 
sent them to consider of some means for a supiily (t> Im 
Majesty, for the paying off his fleet, should not he ob^ 


May 13. Tlie King being advised of thenr liigh 
poceedmgs, prorogued the Parliament t(Mho 23rd of tliat 
— (May), which cut off all their votes and proceedings 
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upon dl bills, and what had been voted in the, committee 
as to my election, the report not having been made to 
the House. 

Now it was generally believed that the peace was 
concluded between us, the confederates and the King of 
[France. We blamed the States for being so ready to go into 
it; they blamed the Spaniard, that was ready to make offers 
of wax, but had neither men, arms, nor money in Flanders 
to defend it, and both blamed the Parliament of England 
that, when it should be giving money and making other 
provisions for war, om 2 )loycd its time to quarrel at home 
with the government, and with one another. 

May 23. The Parliament met, and the King spoke to 
them more briskly than usiially, told tbem the peace was 
very near concluded between Prance and the confederates, 
which dis[)lcascd extremely. 

The Duke told me that day, though the army should 
be disbanded my government of Burlington should stand. 
My adversaries in my election prcfciTed a petition against 
mo in the House the same day. It was brought in by 
Mr, Herbert, which ])rovokccl me to declare to several 
])ei*sons (and some of the best qutility) that it was out of 
])rivate prejudice as well as ])ublic, he not having forgot 
since I threw a glass of wine in his face at Padua. 

May 24. The Duke sent for Sir William Wentworth 
to the prince’s lodgings at the Lords’ House, and com¬ 
manded him again to desist in his prosecution against me; 
and my Lord Treasurer told me he had so threatened the 
knight.that he promised to desist ju'ovidod Sir Solomon 
Swaile would leave the House and make room for his 
friend, which the Duke said he shoidd; the Diilm told me 
as much myself the next day at his levdc. 

This peace with France, when there was like to be so 
strong an union to reduce that proud and potent King to 
better manners, was veiy displeasing to England. The 
King, to throw the cause of it upon the Commons, told.ns 
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in his speech it was their voting that no money should bo 
given thl they had some security as to religion ; that they 
would not direct nor advise him concerning the war, nor 
assist him till he had changed his counsellors, and conse¬ 
quently the httle hopes the confederates could liavc of 
help from him, joined with the bad condition of Spain, 
that made them hearken to a peace. To this the sluggish 
motion of the Germans, the hard and tedious getting tluau 
together (their princes consisting of so many dilFerent in¬ 
terests), and the poverty of the Statcs-Gcneral, contributed 
not a httle. 


Our King-was chiefly condemned in this iiflair for de¬ 
ferring so long to enter into this alliance, which had lie 
sooner done the Erench King would never Iiave dared to 
proceed in the war, or at least have made so great a jiro- 
gress in Elanders, and have made so good an end for 
himself as he did by this peace. 

To this the King said he could not have believed that 
the Erench King was able to weather out a war ho widl aa 
he did against all Europe in a manner (himself and the 
King of Sweden only excepted, that sat neuterH). And in 
case the many enemies he had had humbled him, England 
had reason to be content to look on, to enjoy the whole 
trade itself in the meantime, and to reap the benefit of 
other men’s victories in the issue as well us thomselves. 

Ma^ 27. My Lord Treasurer made me a compliment 
about my speaking in the Hmtao of Com.uonH, and told 
me I should command his services for myself or rolalioim, 
ich made me cW a boon from him on the behalf of 
& TTOh feesby. He promised to apeak lo the 

n St the King im lie walked 

. less tffk.he told me ho had nec-onniuidalud llui 

ion r/t,l7f Weiitworlh about my ,.lee- 

b imself.so far for one so httle able to serve him, but I 






140 


THE MEMOIRS OF 


would make it my business to deserve it as mucliaslivas 
capable, &c. 

May 30, Notwithstanding all these engagements to 
the King and Duke, he had the impudence (I mean Sir 
William Wentworth) to prefer another petition against me 
as to my. election. I told the King and Duke of it botli 
in the park, who said he had acq^uaiuted them with some 
necessity to lodge a petition to preserve the right of the 
family’s chum, but not with the least design to give me 
any further disturbance. The truth is he managed this 
matter so very foolishly, both with the King and Parha- 
ment, that he became the cjontempt of both; and his father, 
Sir Allan Apsley, and some other relatives, were no less 
angry with him than others ; one that married his sister 
saying openly one day that though the King should 
ptmdon him he was lost for ever to the world. I was 
told the day after the Duke had written to Sir Solomon 
Swailc to quit. 

That day a vote passed in the Lower House for dis^ 
banding tbo army. 

June 2. Speaking to Sir Allan of his son Sir William 
Wentworth’s proceeding, he desired me not to disquiet 
him with it; that he was a fool, and that if my case came 
to be tried ho would himself vote against him in the com¬ 
mittee. Tlie same day I was served with an order to try 
the cose the 15th instant. The King and Duke were told 
hy my Lord Treasimer in the House of Lords. The latter 
sent for us both into the lobby, and told Sir William, ‘ Yon 
abuse both the King and mo by giving this gentleman all 
this trouble contrary to your engagement. But let him be 
quiet, or never more look me in the face ; nor will the 
King ever forget it.’ Sir William would have said some¬ 
thing in excuse of himself; the Duke would not hear him, 
hut parting from him in anger, told him he was governed 
hy a company of knaves, and was himself a fool. I had 
paid no kind of civility to Sir William for a considerable 
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time, be had acted so ill towards me, aiid yet durst not 
quarrel too far with him, the King and the Duke being so 
far possessed with the matter; but standing by when he 
was thus ruffled by his highness, he conics up to me, and 
instead of being angry that I was the cause of this ill- 
usage to him, supplicates me to assist him to get out of 
this business; promising if I would intercede for him (o tluj 
King and Duke he would do all that in him lay that I 
should have no more disturbance as to my election. I 
rephed that it was now more the King’s business than 
mine, since he had done me the honour to interc’st him¬ 
self so far in my election, and most his own; and thercdbrc'. 
he might act in this concern as he pleased for himscdl’ and 
that would be best for me; but I should not trouble the 
King or the Duke till I saw some cJTects of his endea-vours. 

I told him, moreover, that he had reflected upon Bir 
Edmxmd Jennings as a member of Parliament for sonu!- 
thing he had said in the committee in favour of me and 
my cause; that he had reason rather to take at mein (hat 
case, for I was ready to justify whatever my friends eitluT 
said or did upon my account. He told mo. he was very 
well satisfied in all that Sir Edmund Jennings had saitl 
or done. 

June 4. The Commons voted two himdrod tliouaiuid 
pounds to be given to the ICing for disbimding of thu 
army; but imder great restrictions, lost the King should 
take the money and employ it to otlicr uses. It wiu 
therefore tinder such penalties to the officers of (lie 
Exchequer, and such others through whose hm.ds it 
came, tliat they durst not employ it but to the right pur- 
pose. When it was so secured the money was very 
mhngly given, the nation ?uid its reprcscn( 4 i(ivcs drend- 
mg nothing so much as a standing army. 

Su Solomon Swoilo, who was now convicted of popery, 
was Men upon m the House of Comm,ms, and beirfg 
absent, was ordered to attend the House by ktlcr fr< 


rom 
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the Speaker on the Monday following, and that a copy of 
his conviction should be produced at the"* same time. 

June 8. Sir William Wentworth asked leave of tk 
King to go post into Yorkshire to his cousin Wentwortli 
of Woolley, to see if he could bring him to reason in my 
concern. That day, being with Sir Henry Goodricke and 
his lady (the finest woman, one of them, in that age), k 
seemed to take something ill from her and me as we were 
discoursing very innocently together; but it was too 
groundless to continue. 

June 13. One Mr. Tleimct, a member of the House, 
reflected upon my Lord Latimer and his family, speaking 
in the House. My lord stayed till the House rose, and 
then taking Bemiet by the shoulder (I being with his lord- 
ship), challenged him to fight the next day. I offered my 
lord my service in that matter, but Bennet was more valiant 
in words than deeds, and desired pardon. 

June 2O’. Sir Solomon Swaile was expelled the House 
for being a papist; and a vote passed at the same time 
that the House would not concern itself in matter of 
elections any more during this session. 

June 21. Sir William Wentworth returned, pretend¬ 
ing he could not persuade his cousin Wentworth to.desist. 
A new writ was obtained for the choosing a new member 
at Aldborough in the stead of Sir Solomon Swaile. My 
Lord Treasurer prevailed with my Lord Chancellor to 
bring it with him to the Charterhouse the 22nd, where I 
dined with their lordships; and it was given to the Under- 
Sheriff of Yorkshire, with this order from the Lord Trea¬ 
surer to execute it, and to make the return as I directed, 
and he would justify him in it. 

I desired his lordship to beg the King’s leave to go 
down, both by reason of that business and my own, having 
been so long absent from my wife and family. He desired 
me to stay one week longer, pretending it necessary for 
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the King’s service, cand that he was desirous to do me 
some service otherways before I went. 

There was fresh discourse of a war with Franco, that 
TTing and ours differing about the interest of the King of 
Sweden, which the French would have adjusted before 
they would deliver up the towns they had taken in 
Planders; but I thought it impossible by what I heard, 
and seeing the King, Duke, and French ambassador so 
often very merry and intimate at the Duchess of Iha’ls- 
mouth’s lodgings, laughing at those that believed it in 
earnest. 

June 30. Sir William Wentworth and the Under- 
Sheriff both came to me and put me in hopes tliat t)lcl 
Wentworth would now desist. My Lord Treasurer the 
next day gave me two letters, written with his own liand, 
the one to Mr. Wentworth, the other to the high sherilf 
The first contained reasons and entreaties to let me bc! no 
more disturbed, the second to desire the sheriff to oxecutci 
the writin favoim of Sir Thomas Mauleverer to bo olocht'd, 
the same way that I was, in Sir Solomon’s stead, except 
Mr. Wentworth would acquiesce. For his great design 
was to have the elections so made as to j)reserve, or 
rather create, the power of making them in his own 
family and as he pleased. 

I retui-ned safe to Thrybergh the beginning of July. 
Soon ^ter I was at Aldborough, where I had Mr. Went¬ 
worth s promise to rest undisturbed as to my own election, 
and where Sir Thomas Mauleverer was chosen instead of 
Sir Solomon Swaile. 

My lb. The aasizes were held at York, wlioro I Iiad 
atnalwith Mr. Bright, the knave that had been l.hci great 
agent m contriving and managing that iuveiilioii oriiic. 
Moor. I heard that he had said that I had tauiHod tias 
boys death, for.which words I brought my aclion, and 
recovered of him a hundred marks and, more tlian that, 
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my credit, all the world being convinced of the malice and 
falsehood of the inventor. 

Prom York I went to my government at Burlington 
where I found a very good company of a hnndred men 
and the inhabitants very kind to me; only some of the 
neighbouring gentlemen took it not so well that a gentle¬ 
man of another riding was preferred to that command 
before them. 

The fort was well repaired to the sea, and the platform 
with twelve guns mounted npon it in good order, and the 
governor’s house, where the gunner lived, newly fitted 
with a place for the stores, I stayed here but five days, 
and returned to Thrybergh, where I gave the Duke an 
account how I found the garrison. 

My wife’s only sister, that had lived with me since my 
mju'riagc, loft my house upon some discontent to five in 
another place, and roved from one relation to another, 
till at last going to London she renewed her acquaintance 
with a gentlemEin that never designed to marry hen 
(though ho had formerly pretended to her), was rohhal 
by him of the greatest part of her fortune, and at last, 
died miserably. 

Augmt C. The sessions for the West Biding was held- 
at Botherham, where I gave the charge. Most of the 
justices lay at my house. 

August 16. Game the news that the peace was con¬ 
cluded between the French and the Dutch, whereupon 
the King prorogued the Parliament till October 1st. 

August 22. I returned and carried my family to Bur¬ 
lington, where I stayed near three weeks. At my return 
to York I met the commissioners for the tax given the 
King to disband the army, where we did execute it for 
the West Biding. The Parliiiracnt was again further pro¬ 
rogued to the 21st of October by proclamation. 

October. The beginning of this month I was taken 
with an unaccountable disorder in my head, that I could 
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not tliiuk nor do anything witli ,saiisfn,o1i()n, nor could 1 
give any reason for it. Nobody, I tluink God, (idler 
being, or having reason to be, more satisfied in (.heir low 
condition than myself, and there were many in a much 
higher that had less cause to think tluanselves happy tiiaii 
myself; but I presume it proceeded from llie spleiai. ft. 
was some time ere I could recover mysc'lf, but I dia.nk my 
merciful God I was never so troubled before nor since. 

October 10. Now came the first news of the popish 
plot, or a design of the papists to kill the King, and of ils 
discoveiy. It is not possible to imagine wluit a hu'ineiil. 
the artifice of some, and the real belii'f and fi'ar of-olhers 
concerning this plot, put the two House's of FarUamenl. 
and the greatest part of the nation into. 

October 20. I got to London with my wifii and 
family. 

October 21. The Parliament assembled; at the open¬ 
ing of which the King told us in his spc'cch tliat he had 
kept the army longer on foot than by the Acl. for dis 
banding of it was allowed, but he had dom; i(. lo [H'esci’ve 
the rest of Flanders, which was vi'iy chargc^alile (o him ; 
that he was in a great deal of debt,; tluit his revemu' 
would not defray the charge of the Gow'rnnu'iil.; that lu* 
would inform them of it, by laying (he whole seJu'me of 
his income before them, and then doubhHl not but they 
would give him an increase of it; thn.t iJiere had bei'ii a 


design to take away his life by the Jesuits and their party, 
but he would not enter into pa.rticulai's of it, lest. some, 
should think that he said too litthi, a.nd othc'rs thal. laasaid 

too much; but he would leave the whole thing to (heir 
enquiry. 

The two Houses, especially the Commons, took fire 
presently at it, and voted an address, to be presented to 
the King, that all papists sliould be immediately si'iit 
ten miles from London. Sir Kdmundbury Godfrt'y a 
justice of the peace of Middlesex, who had taken soiiit' 


first discovery of this was by one Doctor Oates, who 
having, as he pretended, sonic jcuilousy of such a design, 
dissembled himself to be a, painst., went and admitted 
himself of the Jesuits’ College at St. Oincr, where he 
discovered the whole matter, and eommunicated it to one 
Doctor Tong, an English divine, who told it to my Lord 
Treasurer, and he to the King ])rivatidy, but so that there 
was no light nor discourse of it for a month after or 
thereabouts. 

October 23. Being with tlio King at the Duchess of 
Portsmouth’s lodgings, my Tjord Jh'easiirer present, the 
King told me he did iliink it some artifice, and did not 
believe one word of the ])lot. 

October 25. Mr. Coleman, scHuadary to the Duchess 
of York, a rigid pa])ist and an a,mbit ions man, being com¬ 
mitted and his papers seizt'.d somti days before, the King 
told me and some otluu's then wailing iqion him that 
they contained ])lainly a design to introduce popery; that 
there were amongst them sc'vtu'al Udt.c'rs to and from 
Father La Chase, the King of Fraiiecds confessor and the 
Pope’s nuncio at Paris ; to biamk t lui present Parliament 
as too firm to the Chinadi of England ; to get money from 
Erance to carry on the dc'sign, and some reflections on 
the King; that he often made use of his royal highness’s 
name, as not allogetlmT a st ran gem to the design, &c.; 
but his Majesty did not believe there was any design upon 
his life. 

The Duke of York seemed conc-erned at this impu¬ 
dence of Coleman’s, declarcal bis ignorance of his corres¬ 
pondence there, or of anything tlnit it treated of in his 
letters, and desired his fricuids of both Houses to declare 
it for him. The Couinions were very warm against 
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my Lord Treasurer for not making the ]dot sooner 
public, since the King might have been killed in the, 
meantime. I was the first that told my lord this news 
before the King, who said my lord was not in fault as lo 
that, for he had commanded him to keoi) it secret to 
discover the truth of it the bettor. 

To give a particular account of this ])lot is not (lu‘ 
business of this work ; the several naiTatives of (lui wit¬ 
nesses to it before the Houses of Lords and OominoiiH, 
the courts of justice, upon the trials of those that wcuai 
accused to be concerned in it, will show that Huflic.ienlly. 
Only in general Doctor Oates, Mr. .Bedloe, Dngdale, and 
many others, did endeavour to prove a design lo set 
popery in this kingdom by killing the King and the 
Duke of Monmouth, that so the Crown might williout 
competition devolve upon the Duke of York. Tlu^ King 
was to be killed by poison by Sir Gcorg(‘ Wakenmn, his 
physician (who was tried for it) ; the Queen privy lo it; 
then by stabbing; several dealt wilh lo do i(, and Hedloc, 
amongst others, who swore he attem[)t(fd it at Windsor 
upon the servant of Mr. Killogrcw, a bt.'dchaniber man, 
waitmg for the King going to bed, and did acliially kill 
him, believing it was the king. The truth is, such a 
person was stabbed upon a bed, wlua-e the King hud 
thrown himself a little before, coming from (hdaitch, 
but that was attributed to other cauHes. Tin; blow 
being given, an army of 50,000 papisls was imnu'dialcly 
to rise, headed by several persons of the popish ndgion 
of the first quality, who hud all tlunr several places of 
general, admiral, treasurer, chancellor, and other ofiict'rs 
of the army and of the Crown assured to them by e(jm- 
missions fi?om the Pope. Miielr ot wliieh appesared very 
improbable; hut such was the torrent then, tluit no doubt 
was to be made of what was said. 

October 28. Contrary to Mr. Wentworlh’s engagc'- 
ment, another petition was ])rescnicd lo the commitU'e 
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of elections to disturb my sitting and clioice as a Member 
of Parliament. I writ to liiin, and tlie slierilF (wliicb 
last was, I feared, a cons])irator witli bim, for all I bad 
obtained liim tliat office by means of tlic Lord Treasurer, 
as I liave declared before, upon the death of Sir Godfrey 
Copley, his father). My Lord T'rcasiircr, who was bis 
cousin, bade me write one for him also to the sheriff, to 
discourage the design against me, whicli I did, and bis 
lordship caused it to be transcribed, and signed it witbont 
altering one word. 

All the beginning of November was taken np in tbe 
House of Commons in bearing several witnesses as to tbe 
plot, who came in plentifully; the King, at the request 
of the Commons, giving indemnity to sucli as could dis¬ 
cover anything concerning it, lH)wever deeply engaged 
in it themselves, and allowing niaiiitenauce to them 
besides. After a little time it came to this vote in tbe 
Lower House, that the House was of opinion, from tbe 
evidence that appeared by Colemiin’s letters, the informa¬ 
tions of Oates and others, that there was a liellisb and 
damnable design to assassinate and murder the King, and 
to subvert the religion and government as estahhslied by 
law. 

Novemher 4. The House of Lords liaving requested 
his royal highness to wit!idraw himself from the King’s 
councils, he consented. The House of Commons was 
higher, and was for removing him from the King’s 
person. But some argued that to be dangerous, lest he 
might be persuaded to ])ut himself at the head of tbe 
popish party. Some moved that ho should he sent out of 
England The Khig and the Duke himself spoke to all 
their friends to oppose that, whi(ffi was done effectually; 
for no resolution being taken that day, the debate was 
adjourned to the 8th of November, However, though 
it was not voted, most of the Iloiise seemed to be of 
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opinion that the Duke’s being of tliat persuasion, was tlio 
main encouragement to the papists in those attom])ts. 

November 5. Came forth the proclamation for the 
banishment of papists ten miles from London. 

November 6 and 7. Several of Coleman’s It^ttm-s, 
which he had received from Jesuits in Dranc.c, Flanders, 
and Ireland, some directed to him, others to the Duktfs 
confessor, were read joublicly in the House {(lios(^ that 
were in French being before translated into Englisli by a 
committee appointed for that purpose, of which I was 
one, and translated six for my share). By sevcTal of ilitj 
said letters the design did plainly appear to intro¬ 
duce popery, and by means pernicious to the* King 
and government, but not so far as was prclendi'd. 
The 7th, being with my Lord Treasurer (us I hud 
been three times before that week with otluirs) to con¬ 
sider what would be the fittest to be c.om|)lied with to 
frame an Act to lessen the popish interest in this kingdom, 
his lordship told us the King would be conteut that 
something were enacted to pare the nails (to ust* his own 
phrase) of a popish successor; but that In*, would not 
suffer his brother to be taken away from him, nor the 
right line of the succession of the Crown interrupted, 
Nominber 10. Being Sunday, the Coiuiuoiih sat (ill 
four in the afternoon to examine Bedloe, who guvt* an 
account of the killing of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey by two 
of my Lord Bellasis’s servants. Two pri(*sLs in Bomcrs<‘fc 
House accused that lord of being privy to the design of 
killing the King, and confirmed many other particulars of 
Oates’s evidence. This Bedloe was the son of a cobbler 
in Wales, but had cheated a great many merchants 
abroad and gentlemen at home, by porsouaiiug my i',{,rd 
Gerard, and other men of quality, and by divers oth(*r 
cheats; and when he was taxed with it, he madi; it an 
argument to be more credited in this matter, saying no¬ 
body but a rogue could be employed in such desigms. 
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^ ^^Qveniber 12. I foiiiid soineiliing in one of Coleman’s 
letters whicli I had to translate which seemed to justify the 
Duke in something that he seemed to be an abettor of, as 
to this plot. I presently showed it to my Lord Treasurer 
and then to his highness, who made good use of it. 

A jealousy now appeared to arise between the Duke 
and my Lord' Treasurer. The Duke thought my lord 
promoted secretly the councils for his leaving the coiut, 
that he might have the King more absolutely in his own 
power; and my lord (that I believed endeavoured to 
serve the Duke all he could, though no friend to his 
religion) resented the Duke’s suspicion. Several ad¬ 
dresses wore now proBented to the King from the House 
of Commons; one for a eommiasion for the justices of 
the peace to olTer tlu; oa(.hs of allegi<ancc and supremacy 
to such persons as thc'.y suspec'.ted within ten miles of 
London, to try if they we.re papists. Another, which 
was twice oflered, that all persons who lodged at White¬ 
hall (whether servants or not to the Court) should he 
oflered the oaths, and be dismissed iu case they refused to 
take them. 

November 13. That great bill passed in the House 
of Lords to incapacitate the popish lords to sit there, if 
they refused the oaths of allegiance and supremacy; 
though my Lord High Treasurer said in my hearing 
the night before that he was sure that bill would never 
pass iu that House. Hedloc the same day desired the 
Commons to intercede to the King for his pardon, he hav- 
i[ig further matter to discover concerning a great man at 
Court, but would not riweal it till he had his pardon, 
wliich the King granted. 

The Duke of Holstein’s resident having, it seems, 
reported that my Lord Treasurer was the pensioner of 
Trance, or at least his lordship being so informed, sent 
for the said resident and for me to be present when he 
examined him about it, who did absolutely deny it. 
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November 18. I acquainted his lordship that Mon¬ 
sieur clu Cros, the said resident, had assured mo the day 
before, that the Commons would certainly fall u[)on liiin, 
and that it was in his power to ta.kc off the edge of one 
most violent agamst him, I told him more that I lioard 
from others, that my cousin Ealph Montagu, since Lord 
Montagu, lately recalled from being ambassador in France, 
and now member of our House, would accuse him there. 
My lord rejected both, saying, the latter durst not im¬ 
peach him, for he had letters to show from him, whilst 
ambassador, that made out how ciidcavouring he was to 
persuade him to accept tlie French king’s money, but he 
absolutely refused it. The Duke told me the same day 
that he expected to be attacked by tlie Commons, and 
hoped his friends would stand iirm to him. Sir Jos(‘pli 
Williamson, Secretary of State, was then committesd by 
the House to the Tower, for passing the musttu’s of 
some popish officers without offiering tliem the oath.M, 
though he had his Majesty’s order for it. 

JBedloe, being further examined before my Lord (-hief 
Justice, accused my Lord Carringlon and my Lord 
Brudenell to be privy to the plot; tlie former was theno 
upon committed. He said, therefore, that 10,000 Span¬ 
iards were to land at Burhngton, and to be c.ommanded 
by Sir Henry Tichborne as general and Sir Framns 
Eatcliffe as lieutenant-general; which was very improb¬ 
able, Spain not having men at this time to supply and 
defend its territories, either at home or abroad, which 
gave France so great advantage against it. 

November 21. His Majesty told me Bedloti was a 
rogue, and that he was satisfied he had given sonu' false 
evidence concerning the death of SirFdmuiidbury (Jodfrey. 

In preparing the bill for purging the House of Lords 
of such as refused to take the oaths, it was put to tim 
vote whether his royal highness should be excused from 
taking the said test. It was carried in the affirmative by 
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two votes only; if this had been carried against liim, he 
would also have been voted from the King’s presence. I 
spoke for the Duke in this debate, and had liis highness’s 
thanks when I waited upon him. 

My brother, Sir Henry Goodiicke, having then a 
regiment of foot in the army, one of his captains threw 
up his commission upon some disgust, and challenged his 
colonel. He accepted the challcjige and came to seek me 
to be his second; but not finding me at home, he took 
Sir Thomas Maulcvcrer, who ran ids adversary through 
the body; and Sir Henry 'vvounded and disarmed his. 

November 20. Dr. Oates being further examined on 
the plot, accused the Queen to be hirivy, and consenting 
to the King’s being to be killed by poison ; wlicn he had 
some days before taken his oath at the bar of the House 
of Lords tliat he had discovered all that he knew of the 
plot, and of any person of (tnulity concerned in it. 

The same day it was voted in the Lower IIoiisc that 
the army should be speedily disbanded. 

Mr. Hedloe did give evidence that there was a con¬ 
sultation at Somerset House, where the Queen, my Lord 
Hellasis, my Lord Powis, and four Prench abbots being 
present, it was agreed that the King should be poisoned; 
that the Queen wept, but at last did consent to it; but 
this he had only from Mr. Coleman. 

November 30. Was employed in taking the oaths 
and the test by the two Houses of Parliament. All 
the popish lords were banished that House by it, save 
three that swore. The Commons did generally take the 
oaths, &c. 

My wife and family came up to me to London. 

December 1. It was voted by the Commons that an 
address be made to the King from that House, representing 
the ill state of the nation, and the danger it was in, by 
bis Majesty rather following jnivate councils than those of 
liis two Houses of Parliament. My Jjord Treasurer was 
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struck at, and some others of the Cabinet Council, by 
this address. ’ This was carried by twenty-two votes, and 
some of the Court’s friends were for it; wliich made some 
je^iloiis that the Duke, being no longer in Council, was 
fearful my Lord Treasurer should have too much powtu’ 
with the King, and was therefore consenting that he 
should be thus removed. It was said, too (but unjustly) 
that some had persuaded the Duke that my Lord did 
persuade the King that there was something of probability 
in the accusation of the Queen, that he might hearkeni to 
a divorce, and marry another more likely to bring 
children to the Crown. 

The bills for the disbanding the army, and raising 
money for that service, and for the better ce)nviction of 
popish recusants, took up the time of both Ilouses, where 
happened many warm debates too long here to be niimc»(l, 
the Commons not siiffermg the Lords to alter a money bill. 

December 19. The King having caused Mr. Mojitagu’s 
papers to be seized, gave this account of i() to tlu^ Lowin’ 
House, that he, having been his ambassador at the French 
Coiut, had there treated with the Lope’s nuncio, without 
commission from him ; and that he had done this to find 
out the subject of that treaty. Montagu, on the other 
hand, declared in the House that it was my I^ord 
Treasiuer had wrought upon the King lo do this, know¬ 
ing that he had letters under his lordship’s own hand 
sufficient to ruin him, which he had used this artifice to 
get from him; and that notwithstanding most of his 
letters had been seized, yet he had secured the most 
material. One of them produced in the House, bearing 
date March 25, 1678, was to this pnrj)Ose—that lu; wii.s 
to acquaint that Court with the great difficultiiis he. met 
withal here to conclude a peace between us and (hem, 
for fear the Parliament should find it out. However, he 
had order from the King to bid him treat with them for 
a peace, as well between tliem and (lie confederules as 
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money from them for so long a time; that when he wrote 
back to the Secretary here of this transaction, he should 
mention nothing of the money, &c.—signed ‘Danby.’ 

This put the House into a flame, and it was presently 
moved that he ought to be impeached of high treason; 
for this was endeavouring to divide the Eing from his 
Parliament, and to make it of no use. One Mr. PoweU 
said further that it was to take upon him to usurp a 
power to the exclusion of other councillors, who had 
right to advise the Krug as well as himself; the very 
treason which was laid to the charge of the Spencers and 
the Duke of Ireland in Bichard the Second’s reign. 

To this was answered that it was not so great an 
offence to write this by the King’s own order, which was 
expressed in the letter itself, and would be owned, as 
supposed, by the King at this time. That the King had 
power to advise with which of his councillors he pleased; 
and if his Majesty saw that the confederates would make 
a peace, which we must follow, where was the harm to 
make what advantage we could to ourselves by it, and to 
spare at the same time the purses of his subjects? 

The second letter purported an assurance that there 
were inclinations of a very fair understanding between us 
and his Majesty of Prance; with advice to hasten the peace, 
because the Duke seemed every day more and more averse 
to it, with mention of some towns as conditionary to be 
dehvered up by the Prench to the confederates, upon 
concluding this peace, • Mr. Montagu declared in the 
House that the Prench King was willing to deliver up 
two towns more than he did in the former treaty; but 
that my Lord Treasurer was so earnest and pressing for 
money, that he made the terms much worse for the con- 
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federates; but could not aver that he knew of any money 
paid actually either to him or to our King. Otlier 
things were then laid to the Ijord Ireasiircrs cluiige i 
amongst them the mal-administration of his office and 
the lowness of the Exchequer. To this it was answered, 
by his lordship’s friends, that 600,000^. debt had been paid 
off since his lordship came into office, and no money was 
given ail that time to the King but what was ai)propiiated 
to the uses to which it was designed. 

He was further accused (his letter bearing date 25 th 
of March, 1678, and the Act by which money was given 
the King to enter into a war against Erance being pasHinl 
the 20th) with deluding the nation, first to advise, the 
King to take money to raise an army for war, and at the 
same time to treat for money from Erimcc to make a 
peace, which looked as if a standing army was designed 
to enslave us at home, not to make war abroad. Voted 
upon the whole that an inpeachment be drawn up against 
my Lord Treasimer, and a committee was accordingly 
appointed to do it. Mr. Montagu was very justly c.mi- 
siired in this matter, for disclosing these things which 
passed through his hands when a public ministtr, witliout 
the King’s leave. ^ 

I spoke for my Lord Treasurer in this del)ate. 

December 20.—My Lord Treasurer endeavoured to 
take away the credit of his accuser by writing to the 
Speaker and sending him two of Mr. Montagu’s letttirs, 
written from Erance, which were read in the House. In one 
he gave this account, that Monsieur de Euvigny was siait 
into England by the French king, hoping by his relul iou 
to my Lord Eussell’s lady to make an interest in that lord 
and the other anti-Court parties in our House, wlu‘rfby 
to make the King jealous and to possess him with a worse 
opinion of this Parliament. The second said that Iluviguy 
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lie knew it was to tlie King’s inx'juclice. It advised fiirtlier 
tkat if Eiivigny was but dLsa])poiiitt'd in gaining upon tlie 
malcontents of tlie IIouhi', the King might certainly get 
money from Kxance, and therefore it was liis Majesty’s 
interest to send liiin back with all speed, wliick would 
certainly raise the marked, for a peac‘.e. 

By these letters Montagu appeared guilty and active 
in the same ofTences of which he ac'Cused the Treasurer; 
but my lord bad so many eneinicB that the whole re- 
llexioii and violence was only against himself; infine, tie 
tide was not to be stemmed, and tlu^sc six articleswereread, 
debated and passed against bis lordsbip of high treason. 

1. That his lordship bad traitorously usurped tie 
royal power by treating with foreign ministers witlont 
tlie privity of other privy coumillors concerning a peace 
with Erance, contrary to an A(d, of Parliament. 

2. That he had traitortmsly endeavoured to subvert 
the ancient government of this kingdom by advising tie 
raising of an army under pretence of a war against 
France, and by keeping it on foot (umtravy to an Act of 
Pai'liament, whereby to create jealousies of the govern¬ 
ment in the minds of the peoiile. 

3. That he had traitorously endeavoured to alienate 
the heart of his Majesty frt)m his people and Parliament 
by treating with the French king to aupply his Majesty 
with a great sum of money, 

4. That he was popishly alTectcd, that he had con¬ 
cealed the plot to the hazard of the King’s life, and dis¬ 
couraged die King’s evideiicci in the disc.overy of it. 

5. That he had traitorously mis-spent the revenue of 
the Crown in passing privy seals for 190,002^., for pen¬ 
sions and private vserviccs in two years’ time, and in 
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.Averting one entire branch of the revenue to private 
ises. 

6. That he had obtained several gifts from tlie Aiiig 
of Ms ancient crown lands, contrary to all Acts of Tai’- 
liament. 

There was much debate whether all these (weec; 
they true) wo aid amount to higli treason, none of them 
being within the statute of Edward III. It was an¬ 
swered that that Act. of Parliament liipita only tlui con¬ 
struction of treason in other courts, not in Parlitimcnls, to 
make other things treason either declaratory, or by bill. 
This was denied as to making declaratory treason; for if a 
Parliament had that power, then what need was theriJ of 
a bill for the attainder of the Earl of Strafford P It was 
further argued for my Lord Treasurer that if ilic King 
had the power of making peace and war, ho had it also 
to command his ministers to treat of it, and no Ac.t of 
Parhament could take away that fundamental right of tin* 
Crown. That it was dangerous to extend the construe.” 
tion of treason too far; the more treasons tlu^ more* 
snares to us and our posterities. I s[)()ke twi(Hi in (lu's 
debate tliis day. At last, the question bedng put wlu'!hci‘ 
the impeachment of high treason, upon theses artiidc.s 
against his lordship, should bo carried U]) to the Houses of 
Lords, the House divided—the ayes were 179, and ihc^ 
noes 130. 

December 23. The impcaediment was e'arricd up to 
the Lords’bar, where it was presently dohatesd wlietlu'r his 
lordship shoidd withdraw. It was carried iii tins m‘ga- 
tive by 20 votes. Both Houses adjourned fesr Christnius 
Eve and Christinas Day only. 

December 26. The Houses met; the Commons 
heard some evidence concerning tire death of Sir Ed» 
mimdbury Godfrey, and quarrelled witli tins Lords cou» 
cerning the amendment they had made in the money bill 
for disbanding the army. I spoke that day both wllli 
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the King and the Duke, who both declared they would 
adhere to my Lord Treasurer. 

December 27. The Lords voted that his lordship 
should not be committed. The same day the dispute 
between the two Houses concerning the money bill was 
decided by a conference, and the bill passed both Houses. 
The King observing that the Earl of Strafford was violent 
against my Lord of Danby in the House (which indeed 
was from a personal pique he had to him for obstructing 
a pension which he had from the Crown), told me he 
wondered at it, since his father came to that unfortunate 
end by the same method of proceeding. 

December 30. When it was least expected, the King 
prorogued the Parliament to the 4th of February; some 
said in favour of the papists, others of the Lord Trea¬ 
surer, others in defence of his prerogative, which was 
more than one way invaded by the proceedings of the 
Commons. But he declared at the same time that he in¬ 
tended to disband the army, and to pursue the plot. 

1679. 

January 3. It was reported that Mr. Montagu was 
withdrawn, and true, for he was soon after discovered in 
a disguise at Dover, going for France. The same day 
both the Duke and my Lord Treasurer said the King de¬ 
signed to keep my company standing if possible; how¬ 
ever, if the Parliament should disband that with the rest 
of the army, he would give me some other employment 
of as.considerable value. Some murmurs were frequent 
in the interval of Parhament that the army was not dis¬ 
banded, and that three persons condemned for the plot 
were respited from execution. 

January 6. Being at a play where I sat near Col. 
Macarty, who was shortsighted, a gentleman in drink 
quarrelled with him, and drawing his sword passed at 
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him before Macarty was ready, or indeed saw it, and had 
certainly wounded him, had not I put by the sword with 
mine that was drawn whilst he recovered himself; but 
they were then parted without harm. Macarty was to 
fight him the next day, but I told the King of it, who 
caused them to be both secured and made friends. 

January 21. The Duke of Norfolk made me a vi.sit. 

January 24. My Lord Treasurer sent for me, and 
told me the King had declared that he would dissolve 
that Parliament, and advised me to make an interest as 
soon as I could in order to a new election, for another 
Parhameiit would be speedily called. This Parliament 
was loyal and firm for the most part both to the King 
and Church, which made that part which was otherwise 
desirous to get it dissolved, and tire way they found out 
for it (as was credibly reported) was to persuade the 
Treasurer to obtain it of the King, promising him if it 
succeeded there should be no further prosecution against 
him in the next Parhameiit; but they deceived him, as 
appeared afterwards. 

January 31. Botli the King and the Duke advised 
me to stand for the next Parliament; and both of them 
assured me of my government at Burlington, and of 
their assistance in case it came to a controverted election. 

February 4. The proclamation being then come out 
to choose a new Parliament; I took my leave of the 
King and the Duke. My Lord Treasurer carried me to 
his Majesty, and I thanked him for his promise to me to 
preserve my government. The King replied that I had 
served him faithfully, and that he intended to be kind to 
me. My Lord Treasurer wrote by mo at the Hame time 
to the high sheriff of Yorkshire .to be kind to me in the 
return. I then also took leave of the Duke of Monmoutli, 

February 5. I took room in a liacknoy-coach to 
York, leaving my wife and family in town. 

February 11. I arrived at York the 11th. At 
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Alclborough the next day, where five ancient burgesses 
of the nine offered to elect me and my partner, whom I 
named (Mr. Arthington), with little expense. My adver¬ 
saries, who stood upon another interest, which was that of 
Mr. Wentworth, were Sir Godfrey Copley, who was 
sheriff the year before by my means (as I have men¬ 
tioned), and one Mr. Wentworth. By my interest with 
the then sheriff I got the election put off till the 28th, in 
which time I went and disposed of my affairs, and saw 
my four youngest children at Thrybergh. 

There was great dispute as to elections all over 
England at this time, as men stood affected to the Go¬ 
vernment and to the then Minister, and as men believed 
them well-intentioned or otherways. 

I then met with the ill news of the death of my 
brother Brown, my wife’s only brother, ensign to my 
company at Binlington, a handsome ingenious young 
m^in. He w^as bred to the law ; but an airiness of spirit, 
an excellent voice, which usually makes men lovers of 
company, took him off from his studies, and drew him 
into some prodigahty. However, he left me a house at 
York worth 25/. per annum ; and to his godson, my son 
John, all the land he had in England, 500/. legacy to my 
wife, 500/. to his other sister, Mrs. Honora Brown, and 
made me his sole executor, which was worth 200/. more. 

I perceived by my neighbours that came to visit me 
in the country that it was very much poisoned with an 
ill conceit of my Lord Treasurer, as concerned in the 
design to bring in popery. 

February 26. I returned to Aldborough, where I un¬ 
derstood that Mr. Arthington (Mr. Wentworth, who was to 
be brother burgess with Sir Godfrey Copley being elected 
in another place) was also elected upon the interest and 
foimdation, whereon Sir Godfirey Copley was to be elected 
(which was by old Mr. Wentworth’s way of choosing), so 
that he was at the day chosen both ways, both by the 
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Lajority of the nine and by the freelioldcrB at hu'ge ; so 
lat my indenture and Mn. Arthingloii’s was signed by 

Bir Godfrey’s and his by 48. Mr. ShullIcworth was 
leii high sheriff, a timorous man, and muc.h iuclincHl (o 
jturn the indenture which had most nanie.s lo it rathcn* 
lan mine. Sir Godfrey had three lawyers attluj eh'eliou 
) plead the legality of it, and tlic danger of it lo lln; 
leriffif he refused to return it. I had nobody lo pltaul 
ly cause but myself, no lawyer nor assistaait, Mr. Ar¬ 
lington being sure both ways. But I so orderc'd the 
latter, that after a debate of almost two hours tlie sheriff 
ad his officers were convinced by niy reasons to return 
ly indenture singly, which was a providence, and gaiiu'd 
le some repute of p^lrl■s in jho 0})inion of IhrtH' hundrcal 
ersons then present, gentlemen and otht'rs. Most of tlu^ 
entry dined with me that day. The charge of this chio 
,on cost me about 40/. It cost Sir Godfrey Cojihy abov(' 
00 /. 

March 1. I returned to Thrylxu'gh. 

March?). I set forward for London, and ari'ived on 
ae 6th, 
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CHAPTEE YII. 

MeetiBf? of the New Parliament—The Duke sent to Flanders—The Choice 
of Speaker—Danhy driven to resign—Bitterness of the Commons against 
him—The Ring’s Indifference—Sir John moralises on the Uncertainty 
of Greatness—Danhy committed to the Tower—Discharge of the Privy 
Council—The Duke of Monmouth—Lord Halifax—Rereshy loses his 
geat—^Demonstrations against a Popish Successor to the Crown—Charles 
maintains his Brother’s Rights—Melancholy State of the Kingdom 
Shaftesbury and Monmouth—Disputes between the two Houses—A 
Rising in Scotland suppressed—^Reresby entertains Monmouth at Don¬ 
caster—Dissolution of Parliament-=^Preparations in Yorkshire for the 
General Election—^Ungrateful and mercenary Electors—Sir John Kaye 
—At Welbeck and Hardwick—^Polling at York and Pontefract—Quarrel 
between Reresby and Sir John Jackson of Hickleton—The Duke and 
Duchess of York journey Northward—The Duke of Newcastle enter¬ 
tains them—Reception at York—Monmouth in Disgrace—Formation of 
Cabals—Pretended Marriage of Charles—Conversations with the King 
and his Brother—County Matters—Trial of Papists at Yoi'k—^Mr. 
Tankard—Petitions of the Grand Jury—At Chatsworth and the Cutlers’ 
Feast—Tjord-Halifax at Rufford—Parliamentary Proceedings against the 
Duke of York—^The Yorkshire Petition—Fears of the King’s Desertion 
of his Brother—^The Duchess of Portsmouth—Great Debate in the Lords 
—Eloquence of Lord Halifax—Defeat of the Shaftesbury Party—Halifax 
in high Office—His Unpopularity with the Commons—He confides in 
Sir John—The Loyal Party in Yorkshire—Trial of Lord Stafford—The 
Commons’ Propositions to Charles—^Anecdote of the King—A Dinner 
with Doctor Oates. 

March 6. Parliament met that day, but a difference 
happened in the House of Commons, who would have 
chosen one Speaker, and the King did recommend another; 
so they refused to do business, and adjourned the House 
to the 7th, from that day to the 8th, and so to the 10th. 

March 7. I met the Kmg in his royal robes and his 
crown upon his head, as he went out of the House of 
Lords, who stopped to ask me if I was elected. I 
answered, yes; he said he was glad of it. I found, to 
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t]u> of nil iiii'ii, nl luy r(‘lurn, that tho King had 

coiuiuaiiiU'd llii‘ Duka lo init) Fhuulnrs. F'tnnc naid iho 
Tmisuna'hud obluiiu'd it to iho King to hiinsoir; 
otluTH nnid it wan to avoid tlu‘ violetuH' of both nouses 
against llu' Duki\ IVom lhc‘ snspioion of sonu' that, ho was 
of llu^ ])lot. Hut it was, I pnwinua ohiolly to voniovo all 
joalonsy from flu* rarliamonl, that his Majesty was not at 
all inlhu'iua'd by popish counoils—no, not his brotlu'r s, 

'riu* (’onuuoiis began to bo angry with the Troasiinn*, 
for llu* bpoakor tlu'y had a mind to being n'fn.si'd l)y tlu^ 
King, saying he was tlu' oeeasion of it, beianisc* lu^ was not. 
his lordship’s friend, d'he dis[mfi‘ ronliinied botwe.i'n the 
King uiul tlu* ('ommons, till at last tlu'y addnssHi'd the 
King, heH(*e(’hing him not to invade their imdouhted 
privilegi* to ehoos<' their Speaker. Tlu^ King still insiste.d 
upon it as his privilege to allow their ohoieo, without 
whieh he was nn Speaker. It was the opinion of all (ho 
inoderalo men in the House that sueh punotilios did not 
de.serve to oecaisitm delays, when then^ lay business of 
snrJi iniporianet* Indln't* them, but tlu* angry [>arly would 
not .submit ; so that Isy way of e.xpt'dii'nl flu* King did 
prorogue the I'arliamenI from the I Ith to the Ihth inst. ; 
(lu'U Serjeant Hregory was chosen Speaker, whieh all sitlos 
agreed to. 

And now the storm began to fall .so lu*avy upon my 
Lord Treasurer, that lu* was persuaded to Incdino to 
deliver up liis .Hlatb and witfi it hi.s odieo, hoping fo 
a])pi*ase both IIoiHe.s by it. I wa.s against it., I (’onh'ss, so 
long as hi* foinul the King .stick to him, mid .said it would 
rather he a meaiiH to inakt* hi.s (*nemi«'s moiu* liore.o.—tlu^ 
Lords would ft ur him the h'.ss wlu‘n lu* was out of power, 
and till* C’oinmons not love him the betti'r. Now ssw'oral 
perstais hail got into good employments, imt by my lordts 
kindne.ss so mmdi, by giving money to Ids lady, who 
had driven a seeret trade of taking brilH*s for good ofli.'.es, 
and not. without my lord’s knowledge. I knew it, hut 



164 


THE MEMOIRS OF 


had neither the face nor the desire to come in at that dooJ-'? 
which made me postponed to some that, as I though^’ 
deserved as httle as myself; hut those that were so a<l' 
mitted stayed not long in their places after his lordship ^ 
exit. 

March 17. The committee appointed to examine th*^ 
plot, heard Oates’s and Bedloe’s evidence, where the latteF 
accused the Treasurer with tampering with him to fly iH 
this interval of Parliament. 

March 19. The 11th of April was appointed by th© 
committee of privileges for the trying the election at tho 
petition of Sir Godfrey Copley, and it was ordered that 
the high sheriff should he sent for up to answer his 
making a single retium ; so severely did all things go with 
my Lord Treasurer’s friends. 

March 20. A message was sent to the Lords to 
desire that my Lord Treasurer might be committed, the 
Lords having voted before the same day that his lordship 
should have eight days to bring in his defence. 

March 22. The Commons repeated the former mes¬ 
sage to the Lords. 

March 23. The King coming to the House of Lords, 
in his robes and with his crown upon his head, told both 
Houses that it was by his particular order that my Lord 
Treasimer had written those particular letters to Montagu; 
and that it was not my Lord Treasurer who concealed the 
plot, since it ‘was himself that told it to Ms lordship, from 
time to time, as he thought fit. His Maj esty declared further 
that he had given my Lord Treasurer a full pardon, and 
he would, if need required, give it him again ten times 
over : however, he intended to lay him aside from Ms 
employments, and to forbid Mm coming to Court. 

Some would have persuaded him to have fled, and the 
two Houses would have been cohtent with it; for the 
Lords had a conference with the Commons about mak¬ 
ing a bill to banish him, but the Commons desired some 
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clays to consider of it, liopiiig lie would withdraw in that 
time. 

March 24. I saw my lord at midnight as he canio 
out of his closet, from advising what to do witli his 
friends. He gave me a great many thanks and good 
words, told mo he Inul recommended me to the King as 
a fit person to go envoy to Prance, and told mo where I 
was to apply myself in his absence, if I wanted anything 
with the King. 

March 25. T.he Commons fell into a great heat, 
denied to comply with the Lords, in their bill of banish¬ 
ment, as too moderate a punishment, but semt to demand 
justice of their lordships against the Treasurer, decduring 
that he ought not only to be punished in his own ])erson, 
but in his posterity, to be an exam[)le to others to behave 
themselves better in that place, lieforc this message 
came to the Lords they had changed their minds, {ind 
sent the Black lied for my Lord Troa.suna', but hci had ab¬ 
sented himself, and it vras then doubLed the King i)eg[in 
to cool towards him. 

It is very unha])py for a servant to sei've an incon¬ 
stant or unsteady j)riiicx‘, which was a litth^ tlui fault of 
our master. It is certain, if the Treasurer would but 
have used the best means he could for himself, he might 
have come olF better; but he resolved ratluir to Hulfer 
than to say what miglit have reflected on the King or 
others near him, as he since said himself. This gnuit 
change, I confess, made me scirionsly rcifhjct upon the un¬ 
certainty of greatness. It was not many inontlis ago 
that few considerable things passed or wcn'c giainUsl at 
Court, but with tlio knowledge or eonstsif. of this great 
man. The King’s brotluT, and favourite mistress, were 
glad to be fair with him, and the g(‘n('ral address of all 
men of business was to him, that was not only d’niasiirer, 
but Chief MinisUir ; that did not only kenq) the; purse, but 
was the first and greatest confidant in business. Now, 
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he became neglected of all, was forced to abscond, in 
dafiger to lose all he had gotten, and his life with it. 
Ancl his family, raised from private gentleman to mar¬ 
quis (for a patent was then passing for that honour), was 
now upon the brink of falling to less than yeoman ; in¬ 
asmuch as the meanest subject would scarce now have 
changed positions with him, whom the greatest envied so 
lately before. This confirmed me in the opinion that a 
middle estate was ever the best, not so lowly as to be 
trodden upon, nor so high as to be in danger to be shaken 
with the blasts of envy. Not so lazy as not to endeavour 
to be distinguished in some measure from men of the 
same rank by one’s own industry ; nor so ambitious as to 
sacrifice the ease of this life, and the hopes of happiness 
ill the next, to climb over the heads of others, to a great¬ 
ness of uncertain continuance. And I take this to be the 
fit and just care of a father of children, and of the chief 
of a family, so to endeavour to provide for the one, and. 
to improve the other, as not to endanger the ruin of both. 
It was my kindness to this, I confess (as much as anything 
in my own temper), which made me launch into the world 
at elder years, when I had passed my younger (and was 
fitter for business) more retiredly, as what I have given 
an account of heretofore will demonstrate; but when I 
had children as I had at this time, I resolved to make 
use of those few parts which God had given me to try if 
by any just and safe -means I could acquire something to 
mend their condition; which, by God’s mercy to me, I 
in some measure succeeded in. 

March, 26. I wrote to his royal highness, and gave 
liiin an account how afiairs passed liere. Several dis])utes 
happened between the two Houses in the case of this 
lord, the Lords adhering to their bill of banishment, the 
Commons to their bill of attainder, till at last it came to 
a free conference. This business, and that of the plot, 
took up the time of both Houses for a long time. It 
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was suspected tliis wliile that my Lord Dauby lay con¬ 
cealed at WliitelialL 

The King seemed not concerned at his parting thus 
with his brother and his Treasurer, nor what use tlic Par- 
liameiit would make of it; wliich it was ,suspe<'ted would 
be to get their own friends into ohh'u, and obtain S(.)me 
snip of the prerogative, in consideration of the monciy 
they gave to his Majtrsty. Such elecitions as were tried 
went against those that had any friendship for the Trea¬ 
surer, let their caiKse be never so just. Sir Jkliiuiiid 
Jennings, Sir Prancis Lawley, Sir CJliarles Wheeler, all 
put into good places at Court by means of his lordsliip, 
were displaced, aiul scivcu'al otlun's. 

April 17. My lord of Dauby liaving surroiuhu'od 
himself, wtis committed to tlic l\)wer, wlusni I went to 
visit him. lie appeared not nuicb concerned. 

April 18. I was a good while with the King, who 
promised to assist me by eommaiuling liis servants and 
friends that were of the House to atUmd tin*, committee, 
when iny cause came on. 

April 19. Idle ITivy Couiafil, consi.sting of fifty 
lords, was disdiargiul, and another called oi' choscui of 
thirty of those Lords and Commoners that had chiefly 
opposed the King’s interest as laftdy managed in both 
Houses, as my Lord Pussell, my Lonl Halifax, my Lord 
Cavendish, &c. The Admiralty was put into commission, 
and so was the Treasury. The Duke of Monmouth was 
believed to be at the bottom of these councils, and it 
was certainly here that he began to set up for himself 
April 23. Tlic time coming on for my ehuTion to be 
f tried, I solicited the Duke of Monmouth, the man then 

in power, to assist me by his friends in the trial of my 
election. He promised f.o do it, and the Duke ofAi- 
bennirle seconded me to him, telling him he would oblige 
him by it, it being for his cousin. The latter invitotl me 
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to dinner witli several Parliament men, and recommended 
me with earnestness to their assistance. 

April 25. My Lord Danby returned his answer to 
his impeachment to the Upper House, pleading the King s 
pardon. It was sent down to the Lower, where it was 
referred to a committee to be considered of. The result 
of which was that his Majesty had no power to grant a 
pardon in this case. The same day both Houses began to 
reflect on the Duchess of Portsmouth. 

April 26. The Commons resolved to sit the next 
day, being Sunday, to consider of the means for the pre¬ 
servation of his Majesty’s person ; and it was then voted 
that the best way was to prevent the succession falling 
into the hands of a papist; and that the Duke of York 
being such, was the reason of the late conspiracy against 
the King’s person and government, and the religion as 
by law established. 

My lord Viscount Halifax being now of the council, 
and entering into business, though a great enemy to the 
Earl of Danby, professed a kindness to me, and said he 
would befriend me as to ray election, no man having more 
interest with the Commons than he had; but whether it 
was fear to disoblige his party, I found he was not very 
warm in the matter. Most of the other lords and gentle¬ 
men of the Privy Council, though very great patriots 
before in the esteem of both Houses, began to lose their 
credit with them in some measure ; so true it is that the 
Court and country livery can never be worn together. 

Some lords that had been committed to the Tower, 
and my Lord of Danby—the former for the plot, and all 
for high treason—desired that counsel might be £issigned 
them; which was denied by both Houses, for it was 
resolved that counsel might be assigned in cases of felony 
or treason in a particular fact, but not for a general 
defence. 

May (. My cause came on to be heard before the 
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committee of clcctiouH, where all the adviTse party did 
muster strongly against me, and yt‘t 1 only lost it by two 
votes, which I looked upon as luilf a vicitory at that time 
of the clay. 

May 11. Was appointed to consider of his Majtcsty’s 
speech, as to that ])art where he told us that he was wil¬ 
ling to concur with his rarliament in i)aMsing a bill hn* 
limiting a popish successor, bo that lie should not be abU; 
to alter the Govcnmient and religion as now by law 
established, but he would not suller the succession itself 
to be touched. Against this day a c.ommittee had been 
appointed to examine Coleman’s hdhms, and to make a 
report to the House of wlnitever related lh(‘r<*in to the 
Duke of York. The coinmitlee reported that lh(‘y found 
in the said letters that the Duke laid written thrice to tlu* 
Pope; that Ids hrst letter miscuirriiHl; tins aeeoml gave so 
great satisfaction, to his holiness that tlie old man wept 
for joy; the third was to excuse his couHeuting to marry 
his eldest daughter to the Prince of Orange, tins nee-twify 
of affairs requiring it in that et)njun(‘ture (or to that 
effect); that in ilic treaticus whltli (blemmi managed with 
the PrcncihKing’s ('.onress(>r(Lt!(HiaHt*) lui used tlu* Duki's 
name and authority for promoting tlu; Catholic eaust\ 
and for setting that religion in hlngland; but tlau'e was 
nothing mcntionccl of the Dukt^’s being coneurned in any 
other part of the plot, or in the design of attempting upon 
the King’s life. 

Debate then began what method to follow, wlu*tlicr 
the House should proceed to franui a bill {ifter (In* methtHl 
offered by the King, or of exclusion from the Crown. 
Those that were for the bill of limitation said flint (he 
Government and religion ndght be as safely preservaal 
that way as the other; for hy that a small ri'vemu* might 
be settled upon a popish successor wliilst In* eoulitiued of 
that religion; the militia might In* settlefl out of his 
power; a raiiiameut should lie empowered to be called 
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or to assemble, whenever the present King died, and to 
sit six weeks to settle the kingdom, to appoint Protestant 
officers, military and civil, and to choose bishops, which 
the successor, if a papist, should have no power to 
nominate. 

To this was answered, this was to alter the very frame 
of the Government and of monarchy, to make it a re¬ 
public, nor would it prove of any use ; for the King was 
king by the fundamental laws of this land, the head of 
the three estates, insomuch that such a Parliament so 
called could do nothing without him ; that whilst he had 
the title of King, he would exercise the power of a king; 
that this was therefore not so safe a way to proceed as 
by utter seclusion. It was argued that this was worse 
than the other, for it was taking away absolutely his 
birthright, which the Duke had as much to the Crown, 
should the King die without issue, as any there had to 
his father’s estate ; that it was not likely that a prince of 
his spirit would be so easily disinherited; that whenever 
it had been formerly attempted in case, of the Crown in 
this kingdom, it never succeeded, but right prevailed at the 
last; that civil wars had formerly cost England dear on 
these occasions ; that success would reverse all attainders ; 
and should the Duke arrive that way to the Crown, both 
the overthrow of religion and the Government would be 
more to be feared, than whilst there was yet a probability 
of coming to it peacefully. 

May 12. I told the King my fate in the committee. 
He said he was sorry for it, but they should not stay long 
behind, except they used himself and his brother better. 
His Majesty promised me the continuance of the command 
of Burlington, with the salary of two hundred pounds, till 
a company fell, which I should have in lieu of mine now 
to be disbanded with the rest of the army. 

May 14. The King sent a message to the Commons, 
to think of raising money for setting out a fleet, and for 
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naval stores, wliicli were wanting in all tlie magazines in 
England. Upon taking the said message into considera¬ 
tion, it seemed to be the opinion of tlie Iloiise tliat no 
money should be given for any use wluilever till the suc¬ 
cession was changed, religion se<*ured, and all olPicers 
whom they disliked removed all over the. kingdom. The 
debate ran to this ellee.t, but no vote did pass, only that 
the further consideration of this matter slmuld be adjourned 
for eight days. 

The lords in the Tower for the plot, and my lord of 
Uanby, being shortly to liuve tluar trials, a ((uestion rose 
ill the Lords’ House wht;th(!r tlu; bisliops ought to be 
present in cases of blood. I'lie Commons thinking these 
spiritual lords would Ik! too fuvourabh*, took the cuu- 
sideration of it into thi'ir House, and were of opinion they 
ought not to be present. The Lords nwaited this from the 
Commons, saying this was a branch of tlu'ir judicature 
wherein the Commons had nothing to do to inh'rmeddle. 
At last the dispute grew vc'ry warm on both sides. 

May 15. TJie n^port btdng nnuhi from tin* commitkse 
of privileges by the (ihairnian to the House of the voidanee 
ofmy olee.tioigit was (amtiniKHl by the House, and 1 lost my 
session in rarliamont. I .spoke near half an hour before^ I 
went out, showing the unreasonahU'ne.sM of my adversaries^ 
plea, the justice of my own, and the, integrity of my prin¬ 
ciples both as to religion and the (lovermnent. The Duker 
of Albemarle carried me that afternoon to the play, which 
I had not leisure to takt* thci div(*rsion of Ibr .some tinun 

At this time, the staU* of tlu^ kingdom and govcTu- 
ment looked very melancholy. Tin; King was poor; (he 
ollicers of the Crown and tlu! lunisehold elainoriaiH for 
their salaries and wages, which had not h(‘en paid for 
some time. Sir Robert Howard, oik; of (he chief oflicerH 
of the Exchequer, said in the IbiUM* of Commons, that 
there was not momy sullieient for lu'ead for the King’s 
family; there were no sttu’o in iht; magazine.s, citlu'r 
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for sea or land forces; the garrisons all out of repair, the 
platforms decayed, the cannon unmounted; the ai my 
divided, some for the Duke of York, others against him, 
and the officers of State the same thing ; the Parliament 
or the major part in a ferment, glad of these public di¬ 
visions that they might the better clip the prerogative, 
lessen monarchy, and carry on their private designs ; the 
Eing and his brother divided, and so followed by the 
adverse party, who promised if he would grant to comply 
with them, and disinlierit the Duke, they would set him 
at ease in all other particulars, that he scarcely knew how 
to refuse. 

The Duke of Monmouth, whom the King personally 
loved very well, was manifestly in the councils against 
the Duke his uncle; for all his creatures in the House 
voted against him, and no men more in his esteem than 
the Earls of Shaftesbury, Essex, and other heads of that 
cabal. The reason qf this was, that though the Duke of 
Monmouth was very handsome and accomplished as to his 
outside, his parts were not suitable ; and Shaftesbury had 
persuaded him that were the Duke once disinherited, he 
had the fairest claim to the crown, either by the King’s 
declaring he was married to his mother, or by his being 
made legitimate by Act of Parliament. To obviate this, 
the Duke of York had obtained of the King to declare 
openly in Council that the Duke of Monmouth was his 
natural son, and that he was never married to his mother ; 
and yet there were many that did undertake to de¬ 
fend, that a witness was to be produced who was present 
at that wedding, and that there was a record of it kept 
in a black box in the custody of some of the Duke of 
Monmouth’s friends. 

May 21. The Lords voted that the bishops might 
be present at the trial of the Lords, and the Commons 
did commit the bill of exclusion. Upon the question put 
for the said commitment, there were 240 affirmative, 128 
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negative. My successor in the ITouhc, Sir Godfrey 
Copley, voted for the bill. 

May 23. I was at the King’s couclaic'. I wondered 
to see him so cheerful amongst so many troubkis ; but it 
was not his nature to think much, or to perpU'x hiuisdf. 
Iliad the fortune then to say something that pleased (lu* 
King. My lord Duke of Newcastle, oiu* of tlu' ])cul" 
chamber, being in waiting, his grace took this oppor^ 
tiinity to say some kind things of nu* tt) his Majesty ; th(‘ 
King came to me, reassured nu! of‘my (•ommand, and 
told me ho would stic.k to his old friends. 

May 20. The Lords having voted (hut lluydidpcn'” 
sist in their opinion that tin; spiritual lords shouhl lu* 
present at the trial of tlu* prisoners, esp(*cially of the Marl 
of Dauby, as to the validity of his pardon (whii'h was 
his plea); and the Commons having voted that the said 
lords should not be pre^sent, and that tiny would oidy 
proceed against tha(. Marl, and mit the ri'st of tlu* piL 
soners, though the. tinui a{)pointcd was come for the. (rial 
of them all; the, heat grew so great belAvei'U tlu* two 
Houses that his Majt'sty eame and told them, that lu; 
found not how they could anyways bt* re.t'oneiled, uiul 
therefore he prorogued them until tlu* Mtli of August. 
The city of Tjondon, where the anti (burt party had a 
great interest, seemtsl so angry at this {)rorogation, that 
some thought they would have risen ; but all, with much 
ado, kcf)t qui(!t. 

I fell ill that day of tlu* gemt in bfjth fi'ct, which I 
never had so generally before, ami it held me till tlu* I2th 
of Jhuo. 

The news eanuj of a rising in Scotland, to the mimber 
of 7,000 men; that tluy Inul burnt several Acts of Pnr- 
liament, such as the Ae-ts of HniformiLy and I'lpiseopaey, 
and that which took away and eomlemiuHl the covenant. 
They set forth a declaration which was for Jesus Christ, 
the kirk and llu* covenant, Stane I lumps being ordereil 
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to inarch against them, were routed. Some more troops 
were ordered to march against the rebels ; amongst others, 
two regiments of the Duke of Monmouth; and he was 
ordered to go post into Scotland to head the forces, which 
he did, and arrived at Edinburgh the 20th of June. 

June 22. The King told me he had an account that 
the two armies were but ten miles from each other, and 
that his army did not consist of above 1,200 men. The 
rebels were above 6,000 strong. 

I took leave of the King the same day, to go into 
Yorkshire. Pis Majesty gave me repeated assurances to 
keep his promise of continuing the government of Bur¬ 
lington to me, and of having the next independent com¬ 
pany that fell, 'saying that he knew my fidelity and 
loyalty not by my words, but by my services. 

June 23. Came the news that the rebels were de¬ 
feated in Scotland by the Duke of Monmouth, and that 
they made a very poor defence. 

June 24. I set forward for the Korth with my wife 
and nine servants; by the way I had a relapse of the gout. 
We reached Thrybergh on the 30th. 

July Is^. I received a letter fi'om my Lord Burling¬ 
ton, who succeeded my lord of Danby in the lieutenancy 
of the West Biding of Yorkshire, wherein he invited me 
to York with the rest of the gentlemen of that Riding, 
whom he designed to make deputy-lieutenants. He had 
not been formerly so kind to me as my former services in 
that office (as I thought) deserved; however, I waited 
upon him, and was prevailed upon to receive a commis¬ 
sion for that, as also for a troop of horse, which I had 
commanded under the Earl of Danby. He complimented 
me very much as to the benefit he pretended to have by 
my a^stance in that business; and all I found by it was 
the trouble of penning the orders, and to be called the 
best versed in business of that kind. 

Hearing that the Duke of Monmouth was to be at 
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Doncaster, post out of Scotland, I went to meet lihn, and 
sent half a buck and some cxti'aordinary serfs of wine to 
entertain him thoro. He cmne not in till midnight, when 
we expected him no more that night. I was got info th(‘ 
bed designed for his grace'.. Ih'forc I (‘.ouhl put. on my 
clothes the Duke came in with Sir Thomas Armstrong; 
they were glad to find something ready to eat. Tin* Dido^ 
sat up but a short time, and would not have, the sheets 
changed, but went into the same bed. The m*xt morning 
he borrowed my coach, that which he desigtu'd to gt‘t 
having but four horsi^s, to Ibiwiry. Sir Thoma.s Armstrong 
told me that the King had luiurd .some lies of I he Duke, 
and had scut for him out of Si'otland in ha.ste. It was 
found afterwards that afti'r tlu' victory lu* was laying 
foundation for the succewsiou in that kingdom, anil mak¬ 
ing him.sclf j)opular by tlu*. imlusiry of his agents and 
friends. 

At my return from Doneasler my son Willinm fell 
sick of the .snuillpox, and escaped the danger vt'ry uar 
rowly; but Qod reslori'd him, 

July 11. &V(!nd geiiflemeu of the e(Uinlry esuiie to 
bowl with mo; amongst otlu'rs Mr, 1‘Mmonds and Mr. 
Batty, the lieiitenuiit and conu't to my troop, who came 
to olTcr their conlimianee. in their fornu'r commmuls. 

July 12. I lu'ard that the present I’arllument was 
dissolved. I wrote pn'senlly to Aldhorougli, to give my 
friends notice that I intendecl to stand a.s llioir biirge.ss for 
the succeciding Parliament. 

July 22. d'lu! .Mc.s^ious being lu'ld jit lh»thcrlmm, I 
gave the cluirgi'. Oiu' l\lund(‘vile was imlicb'd hir speak 
ing treasonable words of tin* King, lie was a known 
adversary of mine; I was less .severe towards idm for it 
in that place. 

July 24. There cana^ twenjy4wt> gt'nllenien tt) bowl 
with mo. 

July 28. Tlu' a.ssizes held at V(a*k, where I attended. 
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There were great • factions for choosing knights of the 
shire. The competitors were the Lord Clifford, Lord 
Fairfax, and Sir John Xaye. The two first had been for 
the county in the former Parliament. I inclined to the 
first and last. 

July 30. I went from York to Aldborough. I called 
the burghers together. It cost me 20/. to entertain them, 
and they gave me hopes to choose me, saying it was a 
just return for being the author of this popular way of 
electing. 

August 7. The Master of the Cutlers of Hallamshire 
came and invited me to their feast. They promised me 
faithfully at the same time to give their votes for knights 
of the shire as I should direct them; but abused me in it, 
which I afterwards justly resented. 

August 8. I received commissions for myself and the 
officers of my militia troop. 

August 13. I met the deputy-lieutenants at Don¬ 
caster, to settle the militia of those parts. 

August 20. I went to Aldborough, the writ being 
arrived and the day of election being appointed by the 
Sheriff for the 25th of Augnst, where I found that several 
of my^pretended friends had receded from their promises. 
Indeed, in most of these httle boroughs, which consisted 
of mean and mercenary people, one had no man sure 
longer than you were with him ; and he that made liim 
drunk or obliged him last was his first friend. However, 
of 66 electors or voters for members of Parliament, there 
continued 37 firm to me; but the precept being got into 
Sir Godfrey Copley’s and Sir Bryan Stapleton’s posses¬ 
sion, who joined together against me, I found the return 
would be made in favour of them, and they would be 
the sitting members. I therefore contented myself with 
putting a public affront upon Sir Godfrey Copley, who 
had done unhandsomely with me in the management of 
this matter (which he put up with very patiently), and 
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turned my buck on further priitemlin^- to stniul for 
burgess for tlnit rarliuinciit. 

August 20. TJiose that stood for kiiiglu.s of the shire 
ill this Parliament were iny Lord Piiirfax, my Loi'd 
Clifford, and Sir John Kaye. The See.taric^s and Kaniit}<*s 
stood for the two lords ; amongst which my friends at 
Sheffield, who had been so miudi obliged to mt‘ upon 
account of their chimney money and otlitu' things, did 
assist, and in opposition to Sir John Kayts whom I had 
recommended as my friend; so nme.h at this day did 
faction prevail above fricndshii). After this I cone.eriuHl 
myself very little for the Slienieldians. This was the 
second time that town had provc'd tread kto us to this 
family; the first was in the beginning of the; laU^ civil 
wars, when my father being the next justice} of tlu^ peace, 
and very kind and iiKScful to theun (Ixdbre the bnudving out 
of the war), was the first afterwards whose house tiu'y 
plundered; and we rec-eived more injury from (hat 
quarter in the war time than from all the I’est of tin* 
Parliament’s army. 

At this time the Duke, wlio had been sent abroad, 
came home unexpectedly to see the King, who l.iad not 
been very well, as was pretended. Tim Duke of Mou 
mouth, who thought he had the King then cntiridy, knew 
nothing of it until hia highness came to Windsor. And 
there were not above four people knew of it till he 
arrived; so close could tlie King be where he found it 
necessary. My Lord Fevershain, who was the e.hief 
instrument in the Duke of York’s being recalled, told me 
afterwards the whole.story. 

September 4. I went to Welbeck, where the Dukt! 
of Newcastle kept me witli him four days,- though 1 
intended but a short visit. One day W(? went and dined 
with the good Earl of Devonshire a(. llardwie.k, where he 
enteitained us before and after diniu'r with excellent 
buck-hunting in his park. My Lord Oavemdish was 

N 



September 14. I went for York to choose knights of 
the shire, and had ordered my friends that went from this 
side, and would vote for Sir John Kaye, to meet me at 
Tadcaster. There appeared about 500 freeholders ; hut 
the whole number from several parts that accompanied 
him into York that day was believed near 6,000. Finding 
the next day that the polling of so many persons, as 
appeared on all sides, would prove very tedious, and most 
chargeable to Sir John Kaye, who stood single against the 
two lords who joined purses and interests together, I 
proposed that they should all return home, and the poll 
be adjourned to the next market towns that lay most 
convenient for them; naming four for the West Biding, 
two for the Korth, and two for the East, with certain 
days when to appear to be polled. All which was well 
accepted as well by the gentlemen as the freeliolders, 
whose respective occasions made them glad to be at their 
own houses, and to do their business nearer. 

September 22. Was the day named to poll at Ponte¬ 
fract ; my friends that went in with me stayed for me at 
Eingstone Hill a little longer than ordinary. 

That day Sir John Jackson, of Hickleton (the last of 
his family, and the fourth heir from its first being raised), 
came to me at Pontefract (there having been some cool¬ 
ness between us before), and told me I had affronted him 
in bringing in his tenants with me to vote for Sir John 
Kaye, when he designed to bring them in himself. I an¬ 
swered that I wrote to all (or sent to them) that I thought 
qualified to vote to come in without regarding wlio were 
their landlords ; but if he took that ill in his own particular, 
I was a man to give him what satisfaction he required. 
But I found him not much inclined to fight, for after 
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several words lie told me that he desired to court neither 
my friendship nor enmity. Then I told liim we were 
very equal in that particular, for I thouglit his friendship 
was very little to be valued, or enmity to be fc^ared ; and 
so we parted. 

September 23. I came home to Thrybergli, where I 
met a present of a wild sort of sheep (which I tiinuul 
into my park) sent me from the Duke of Newc.astUi, a 
great rarity at that time. 

September 27. The Duke of ]Srcwca,stl(i sent to me lo 
bear him company to Nottingham, to see his cnatle tlun'e, 
which was almost finished, but chiefly to receiver a trcnity 
of marriage which was offered by Sir William Clifton 
with one of his grace’s daughters. The next day the 
Duke and I dined at Clifton at Bir William’s invitation, 
and all seemed to be agreed ; but tlie mutdi broke off 
afterwards. Sir William went into France some! years 
after, and died unmarried, lieturuiug with the l)id<{! to 
Welbeck the day after, we had the news that tlu; King 
had taken away the Duke of Monmouth’s commission of 
general, and that he was gone for Holland, and that the 
Duke of York was gone for Flaiukirs; so that no man 
scarce understood how the King resolved to behave him 
self between his brother and his son. 

October 14. I was at the gciiieral (piarter simsions 
held at Barnsley, where 1 understood that Bir John 
Kaye had desisted from standing for knight of the shire, 
and that the two lords would now be chosen without 
competition. 

At this time, the Duke of York being only gono. lo 
fetch his Duchess, whom he had left tluire, rijiurned with 
his whole court to London from Flandtirs; and desiring 
the King that he might rather remain (if lie must be ab¬ 
sent) in some of his Majesty’s dominions, was sent into 
Scotland, 
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October 27. Their royal highnesses came in their 
way northwards, and lay at the Duke of ISTewcastle’s, 
where I waited upon them, and stayed there at his grace’s 
request to entertain the lords that supped at the second 
table till midnight, and then went home to receive the 
Duke with other gentlemen the next day upon his en¬ 
trance into the county of York, which I did with at 
least fifty gentlemen of the neighbourhood. The Earl of 
Strafford and my Lord Castle ton met him also, but very 
poorly attended. 

My Lord Shaftesbury was turned out of all councils, 
and the exclusionists began to despond. 

October 23. The Duke and Duchess lay at Ponte¬ 
fract. 

October 29. They went to York, where they stayed 
some days. 

There all the loyal gentry waited upon them, and paid 
them their respects ; those of another party were distin¬ 
guished by not doing it; and the city of York itself re¬ 
ceived his royal highness and his Duchess but very 
coldly, which lie never forgot afterwards. And one Mr. 
Thompson, who had taken the fittest house in town to 
lodge their royal highnesses, was hardly persuaded to 
quit his house, or to lend it them for so long, and when 
he did he took away all his furniture. 

I took leave of him at York, and my wife of the 
Duchess, at their going away, where they both thanked 
us for our respects towards them. Indeed, I had pre¬ 
sented his highness with venison and wines, and enter¬ 
tained some of his favourites at my house in York, but it 
was not worthy of his notice. His highness further 
assured me that at his return he would show me some 
marks of his friendship. 

November 5. Being the night before the Duke left 
York, he gave a supper, and made all those gentlemen 
that had attended upon him in his journey, and lords of 
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Ills own rotinuu, to sit clown witli liiin at t.lio table, and 
was very ineny. 

I was told that day by a gentleman wlio had been in 
com})any with Sir Jolin Jackson the day bdbre*, that I 
wa,s to pi\‘.})are myself to expeu-.t a challenges from that 
knight; for he had laid a wager with this genthsinaii of 
•a guiiicm, that he would send me one that day before 
three o’clock. This person lay that he durst not do it; 
but T presumes the gentlemau won, for I heard nothing of 
him, till some wetlcs after, when I was told he was dead. 

Soon after the Duke of Monmouth rcstunied out of 
Flanders, where he was sent by tins King, without his 
Majcisty’s leave, which extresmoly disph'ascsd the King, in 
so muesh as he divesstesd him of all his employments. 

Dece))iber 20. About this times the Parliament was 
prorogued to the 11th of Novembea* lusxt following. 

I kejst OhristTnas iit Thrybeugh, with the usual 
solemnity. 


KtWi. 

March. I rtsc.eivcsd ordisrs from ilu‘ Lord Lieuiisnaut 
to nuscst the rest of tlu' (leisuly-lKsulcMiants at PonUlVact, 
where we took sonus care to have' tlu' militiji put into 
scants ordtsr, It) be in more than usual readiness. 

Soon after 1 heard tin' Duke and Dutlu'ss were come 
to London, sent for from Sc.otland by the King; tliat the 
two brothers mcl vtay kindly, and that the King said 
that nobody should se[)arutc tlusm lioreafter. 

March 10. I went to Wtsibee.k, where tlic Duke of 
Newcastle gave nics a letter to ihcs Dukts of Albcsmarle in 
a matler of eontsern. T went from thesnee to UuH'ord, 
where my fjord flalifax was come from (lourt, iuul angry 
with the measures then laktsn. 

March 15. 1 was at York Assiztss. 

Llarch 10. I had a. lit of tlu' gout in my knee, 
whic.h lasttsd (Imee days. 




to hear or to assist Ms friends. iN or indeed was it then to 
be hoped to obtain the latter, the King being every day 
rather retrenching than increasing his charge; tliat he 
might have less occasion for his ParHament, which he de¬ 
spaired then to find in good humour if it should be called. 

There were great meetings of persons dissatisfied with 
the Court, where they laid their heads together to oppose 
that interest wherever the King’s occasions required 
assistance, were it in Parliament or elsewhere. These 
were called cabals. The Duke of Monmouth, my Lord 
Shaftesbury, my Lord Eussell, my Lord Cavendish 
amongst others, were the principal that assisted in these 
meetings, which changed from house to house for more 
privacy every night; the public outcry and pretence of 
fears being popery and the King’s safety. 

The King and Duke being at Windsor, came only to 
London once a week to council. I got some friends to 
speak to the King for me, but it had no success. 

April 26. I went to Sir Thomas Player and Sir 
Gilbert Gerard, two of the commissioners for disbanding 
the late army. They told me they had paid all the 
money, and had none left in their hands to satisfy my 
arrear; but I so ordered the matter with them, partly by 
fair means and partly by threats, that they paid me sixty 
pounds, and, as they pretended, out of their own purses. 

May 8. I went to Windsor, where I told the Duke 
a piece of news of a design laid by some persons to prove 
the King’s marriage with the Duke of Monmouth’s 
mother, and the way to obviate it; for which he thanked 
me, and told nle, without asking it, that he had spoken to 
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the Miustcr ol the Ordiuiuec in my busiiicyH. The King 
tlierc showed me a great deal of what lie liad done to the 
liouse, which was very fuie, and what he intended to do 
more; for it was tlien that he was finishing that excellent 
strnc.ture. Tlie King lived veay privately at this time; 
there was liltle rc'sort to him, and he jiassed his days in 
iishing or walking in the jiark; which, indeed, he naturally 
loved more tlmn to be in a crowd or in business. 

May {). 1 gave his highness a copy of the deiiosition 
which one had made eoncerning the business of the 
lung’s marriage with the Duke of Monmouth’s mother, 
and by inisiake I gave; him in tlit! same a bill of exchange 
for 148/. The next day (when I thought I had lost it) lie 
nitunu'd it to nu^ laughing, and said I had trusted him 
with that sum. 1 auswi'ri'd that I was very glad it had 
fallen into Hueli good hands. He spoke at the same time 
to my Lord i^undcnhind, 8ii'en‘lury of State, fur me, but 
that lord was not so kind to me as I hoped our old 
ac.cjuaintauce di'sm'vcHh He uiul the Duchess of Toiis- 
mouth liad at (hat tinu? great [lower witli tin; Iviiig, but 
the Duke (lie most of any. 

May 10. 1 (‘iime back to London. 4'lie Duke of 

Holstein’s envoy rt:lurne.d with me in my coach, i there 
understood that Mrs. Ifonora Brown (my wife her only 
sister) was ill of a dropsy, and that some bad acquaint¬ 
ance, who had got into her good opinion, and esl-ranged 
her from lier relations, had not only wasted a great jiart 
of her fortune, but had pm'-suadetl lier to sc'ttlc the 
remainder of it by will iqion tluan. 

May 15. I retunu'd to Wimlsor, and undersl.ood (hat 
my Lord Sunderland had spoken to the Kliig, ami 
that Ins Majt'sty laid rtd’c>rred the mat(.er of c.oiiliiiuiitg 
tlie government of liurlingtou, and jiaying the ui’rear of 
my salary of 200/. pia* annum, to the lords of the. treasury. 
I thanked the Duke and his lordship for this favour, but 
found the thing was very likely to be so Leiiious, and my 


power, i gave him my assurance oi all service ana ainy; 
and then told him I was desirous to be obliged to nobody 
but himself, and therefore begged that when he had an 
opportunity he would speak to the Kihg to send me 
envoy extraordinary to some Prince or Court, which his 
Majesty had formerly promised to do for me, provided his 
highness thought me fit for an employment. He replied 
that he believed that I was qualified for it, and that he 
would certainly remind the King of it. 

May 17. I took leave of the King, who had some 
fits of an ague, but was recovered. He laid his hand up¬ 
on my shoulder, and said that he was very sensible of my 
services, and they should be recompensed. I put him in 
mind of his promise to send me abroad, and told him my 
lord of Bath was present when he was pleased to make 
it. The King told me he remembered it particularly, and 
would perform it upon the first occasion. I still pursued, 
however, the continuance of my government at Burling¬ 
ton, but not successfully, the business of Tangiers—^viz., 
the sending over of men to defend it against the Moors— 
and the charge of the Mole, took up all the money and the 
statesmen’s thoughts at this time. However, I'continued 
my commission, but with no money. 

June 2. I took leave of my lord of Dauby in the 
Tower, where meeting my lord of Bath, my lord of 
Dauby’s brother-in-law, he engaged him to solicit these 
concerns for me to the King. 

The same day, being sent,for by my wife her sister, I 
went to visit her, and found her very weak in bed. She 
did not tell me how she had settled her portion, only 
desired me to lend her money, which I presumed would 
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never be reaterecl; buL, however, I did aecoimnudate with 
some guineas. 

June o. I began iny journey for Yorkshire in iny 
own coach, but before I writ this letter to his royal 
highness, which was delivered by a friend 

‘May it please your llighuoss, 

‘ Being proventtid of waiting ut)on your ITighness by 
my sudden departure to give you an ae.coiint of the es™ 
lablisliinents, as to gunners in other garrisons, I presume 
to do it tliis way ; and to acquaint your Koyal Highness 
that all governments (Burlington only excepted) have at 
tlui least two gunne.rs each. Tliis, Sir, makes me the 
more coidident, to desire that I may not meet with a parti¬ 
cular dise.ouragement l)y being denied tiie same establish¬ 
ment for that place, because the refusal of it may hissen 
the credit wliieh I am ambitious to preserve in the world, 
for his Majesty’s and your Highness’s service,; and of 
being yet thought worthy of continuing in that little 
comnuind that am, 

‘ May it [ilease your Highness, 

‘ Yours, J. U.’ 


June 8. 1 got home to d'hrybergli. T found all things 
there in older, by tlu‘ eoiiduet of a discreet wife. 

JuJ'i/ 5. We held a private sessions at Uotherluun, and 
that (lay I had news that my wife her sister was dead, 
that those that had preyed upon her whilst she lived had 
got as niiieli as they e.ould of her estate that remained 
aft(!r her dcxilh, and had obliged her to make a will and 
to dispose of it to tlumi. Hut with mueli trouble and 
suit afterwards, I got some HOC/, clear, besidi's eluirgtjs. 

Jnh/ 20. Tlie geiitn’al st'ssious was lield at Itothor- 
ham, where 1 gave tin; iliargc'. 
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July 23. I mustered my troop, and exercised it at 
Eotlierliam. It quartered there three days. 

July 24. The assizes were held at York, where there 
was a very great appearance of gentry and others ; some 
for business, but more for curiosity, several persons of 
quality being there, to be tried for high treason, for being 
of the Popish Plot. Many had been tried in London, and 
found guilty on the evidence of Oates, Bedloe, and others. 
And the persons to be tried here being of the coimty 
and of the place where it was said they conspired, were 
the Lady Tempest, daughter of Sir Thomas Gascoigne; 
Mr. Ingleby, a lawyer (since made a sergeant), Mrs. 
Presset, and one Mr. Twing, a priest. Sir Miles Stapleton, 
of Carleton, was to have been tried also, but was not 
tlien pro clefectajuratorum. 

The evidence against these were Boldron and Maw- 
bray, The one was taken a poor boy out of charity by 
Sir Thomas Gascoigne, brought up in his house, tlien 
made overseer of his colliery, and running in debt to his 
master, intended (for he had been evidence also against 
him) to pay him and his family this way what he owed to 
liim—an ill piece of gratitude. Though some had been 
found guilty in London upon this or the like evidence, 
yet it found so little credence in this coimty, that tliree of 
the four were acquitted, as also one Pickering, who was 
indicted for being a priest upon the same evidence. So 
that Twing only was found guilty of high treason—a 
priest being more his guilt, than the plot. 

One Mr. Tankard being of the jury, and appearing 
active to clear the prisoner, the judge reflected upon him 
in court, which, being a man of spirit, he was not able to 
bear; and complaining to me, I advised him to get some 
gentlemen of the county, his friends, together, and 
offered myself to attend them to the judge, to represent 
him another sort of man than he took him to be. There 
iiiet upon this occasion above twenty gentlemen, amongst 
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wliit'-li wore my I^onl Fairfax, and many otlicra of the 
first rank, wlio all agreed that I should speak for them to 
the judge. We went all in a body, a-nd I delivered their 
sense to the judge in such manner couc'.erniiig the gen¬ 
tleman’s worth and reputation, that the judge was will¬ 
ing to ask him pardon openly in Court tlie next day, 
whicli lie took for suiruaent rejiaration. 

A petition was ofiered this assizes to the grand jury 
from some of the anti-Court party for the sitting of the 
rarliaincnt, in the name of the whole county. ()ne Mr. 
Darcy being of the grand jury, instead of receiving the 
petition, tore it in |)ieccs ; and the lu^xt day tlun’c met at 
least fifty gentlemen who desired me to draw up some¬ 
thing to c‘X[)riKss an abhoiTcuc.e of such proceedings (the 
King being the only fit judge* when rarliaincnt ought to 
sit). I drew it, and all the gentlemen subscribed it; the 
judge was sent to, and made accpiainted with it by tlu! 
high slu'riir, and dt^sired to make it known to his 
Majesty, which he did accordingly. The King took it 
well, but we wm’c complained of for it. in the House of 
Commons the next session of Darliamenf., and got off very 
hardly. 

Au(jml\, T ref.urncul to 'rinybergh, and the same 
day I put the deer at large into the additional park. 

Anfjmt 9. I was at Doncaster by the direc.tiori of the 
Ciueen’s Council to take an examiuatipu of some persoim 
that had reflected on lu'f Majesty. I received a letter the 
same day from Bir John Worden, seendary to the Duke, 
of his highness’s thanks for the account 1 had given of 
the proceedings at the assizes at York. 

A}i(jiiHt 21. In my return from Iluxton, where I went 
on the eleventh for my wife’s health, I returned by Chals- 
worth, where the good Ijord Devonshire rec.c^ived me with 
great kindness. I sent my wife 1he direct way, and met 
her at Sheflield, where tlu* Corporat.ion of Cutlers, and 
some principal men of the town, hearing that i was to 
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that hath power must sometimes resent ill things, so one 
must sometimes forgive) to receive a treat they had pre¬ 
pared for me then; as also to dine at their feast a week 
after, or thereabouts. 

August 28. I went with my wife and family to the 
Cutlers’ feast at ShelField with some neighbours ; I took 
with me the number of near thirty horse. The Master 
and wardens, attended by an infinite crowd, met me at 
the entrance into the town with music and hautboys. I 
alighted from my coach, and went afoot with the Master 
to the hall, where we had an extraordinary dinner; but 
this was at the charge of the Corporation of Cutlers. In 
the afteniooii the burgesses of llic town invited me and 
all my company to a treat of wine at a tavern, whore we 
were very well entertained. So that all things seemed 
indifferently well over at this time. 

August 30. I went and dined with the Duke of 
Newcastle at Wclbeck, who met 'me upon the stairs in 
the court. He received mo with great kindness, and 
opened himself very freely to me in several c.onc.erns of 
his own and the publii*,. I lay that night at Kiifford, 
with my Lord Halifax. I fiaiiid his lordship more 
favourable than heretofore in relation to Court matt.ers, 
but not thoroughly rec-oneikid, and vesry im])lacablc to 
my lord of Dauby, whose friend be knew me to bo. 
But I sufficiently satislied liiin by some discourse I then 
had with him, that I was never so much that lord’s friiiud 
as to be less his. 

September 2. I had the news that one Bedloo, a 
])riiicipal evidence in the Bopish Blot, was dead. 

September 8. The Duke and Duehess of Neweaslle 
came and dined u( h’hrybergh. I entertained them the 
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best I could, and his grace liked my wine and drank 
freely of it. 

September 0. I went as far as Booth ferry, intcnidnig 
a visit to the Earl of Burlington at Lancsborough ; aiul 
having passed the ferry, as I was going out of the boat., a 
horse turning suddenly in the boat threw me down, so 
that I fell out of the boat with my elbow upon the', shore', 
and put my shouleler out e)f joint.. Tlu're happeneiel a 
bone-setter to live at T[e)wdeMi, wiu) [)re'HcntIy canm and 
reehu'.eel it. I lay a,t IfeJwelen that night, auel returneel 
homewarels the ne'xt day. It was lialf a ye'ar befe)re', it 
was perfectly well. No man hael se'urc.e me)re^ misfe)rtune's 
than I of this kind, yet it pleaseel (jle)el te) reste)re! me 
after them all. 

The last of kSeptember I wcnit for London by Cam¬ 
bridge to see my bre)tli(!r Yarburgh .Ueax'sby, fellow of 
St. Jolm’s; I pa-Mseul alse) by Newmarket, whesre the King 
them was. I went from theaice to Hury, to visit my aunt 
Monson, se) that it was the 14tli be'fe)re51 got to Lonelon 

Ortobe.r 1(5. It was again elise'ourse'.el tlial tlie Duke 
of Ye)rk was to eh'part l)efe)re‘ the; nu'eting of tlie^ Darliu” 
meait; some saiel (o obey the King, e)the'rs te) ave)id‘the 
violeueu' e)f be)tli House's; for it was plain that the'. pa])isl,s 
were very bohl, befmg Huppe)rteHl by the; Duke’s inteax'st 
with the King, a.nd he being at this time the chief 
manager anel dire!cte)r of afrairs. 

October 21. I'lu' Duke; and Diu'hcss te)ok their 
leave,;s of the King, anel be'gan their ve)yage by sexi for 
Scotland. The night be’fore their eleparture I kisscal his 
higlmessH hand, te)lel him 1 was se)rry some small pre'- 
tensions I was trouble'd with had sucea'celeal ne) be'.tter, 
but I elid not blame' his highness in the least, &e. He 
tedel mp 1 hael no reason, fe)r he; had de)no what he' ce)uld 
do lor me;, and wemld still elo so. 

October 22. The Parliaine;nt met. I'lie! King, amongst 
other {Jarliculars of his speeeb, told ihem (hat they shoulel 
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do what they could devise for the security of the Pro¬ 
testant religion, provided they did not offer to divert the 
direct line of the succession. 

October 28. My Lord Ogle, only son of the Duke 
of Newcastle, died, who, had he lived, would have been 
the greatest subject for estate of the kingdom, being mar¬ 
ried to the only daughter and heiress of the Earl of 
Northumberland, since re-married to the Duke of So¬ 
merset. 

This month and the next the Commons proceeded to 
frame a bill to exclude the Duke from the succession, 
notwithstanding his Majesty’s direction against it. And 
those gentlemen of Yorkshire and others, which had 
counter-petitioned or declared their abhorrence to the 
late tumultuary petitioning for the Parliament’s sitting, 
were voted betrayers of the liberties of the people and 
abettors of arbitrary power. A committee was also ap¬ 
pointed to inquire in that miitter, and after, the persons 
that were concerned in it; and two members of that 
House, both of Yorkshire, that signed that abhorrence, 
were convened before the committee; but I had penned 
it so carefully, that no great exceptions could be taken 
at it, and so they got off. 

I now took a house in Leicester Fields by the year. 

November 5. The Parliament pursued the Duke so 
violently, and the King was in so great want of money, 
that some believed he would abandon his brother. 

November 7. Attending at the King’s supper, I told 
him I was threatened by some of the House of Commons 
to be called to an account for writing the abhorrence, and 
signing of it with the rest, of the Yorkshire gentlemen. 
He answered me thus : ‘ Do not trouble yourself; I will 
stick by you, and my old friends; for if I do not, 1 shall 
have nobody to stick by me.’ Yet, a great many feared 
he would not, for the want of money was so pressing, 
and the offers of Parliament men so fair, if he would 
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relinquish his brotlier, that nobody seemed secure which 
way he would bend. That which made people the more 
jealous was that several that were well in the King’s 
esteem appeared for the Bill of Exclusion; and the 
Duchess of Portsmouth was known to incline to it, whether 
cunningly to gain the good opinion of that party (that 
were before her greatest enemies), or to comply with the 
French, whose tool she was—for they were for anything 
that would disturb us in England—is uncertain. 

November 12. Being at the Duchess of Portsmouth’s 
with the King, he was very free in his discourse concern¬ 
ing the witnesses of the Popish Plot, making it clearly 
appear that several things which they gave in evidence 
were not only improbable, but impossible. 

November 14. Was one of the greatest days ever 
known in the House of Lords, as the matter was extra¬ 
ordinary, viz. cutting off the lineal descent of the Crown; 
for the bill having passed the Commons, they had sent it 
up to the Lords. So was also the debate. There was a 
great party in that House for the passing of the bill; and 
great speakers, of which the chief was the Earl of Shaftes¬ 
bury. The chief manager against it was the Earl of 
Halifax, which was a great surprise to many, he having 
gone along with my Lord Shaftesbury and that interest 
for some years ; but this not being agreeable to his judg¬ 
ment, he opposed it vigorously; and having a great deal 
of wit, and both judgment, and eloquence with it, he 
made so fine and so powerful a defence, that he alone (for 
so all confessed) persuaded the whole House against it, so 
that after the debate had lasted ten hours, the question 
being put whether the bill should pass that House, it was 
carried in the negative. 

The King was so well pleased with this day’s work, 
that he soon after took this great lord (for indeed, con- 
sideiing all, he was the greatest in parts I ever knew) into 
business. And the Commons at the same time were so 
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angry at him, that though they could not regularly take 
notice of what any man said in the other House, they 
voted and sent an address to the King to desire that he 
might be laid aside, or removed from his councils and 
presence. They made his having advised the dissolution 
of the last Parliament the cause of this address, but the 
true reason was known. The answer his Majesty gave to 
this was, that if the Lord Halifrx had done anything con¬ 
trary to law, let him be prosecuted and punislicd accord¬ 
ingly ; but he was not satisfied that he had, and there¬ 
fore would not part with him, or to that purpose. One 
would think that so signal a piece of service as tl iis could 
never have been forgotten by the Duke ; yet, when he 
came to be King, he removed him from Lord Privy Seal, 
where he found him, to Lord President of the Council, to 
make room for another, and afterwards laid him quite 
aside. 

November 22. I was in discourse a long while with 
his Majesty. I told him, amongst other things, that I 
doubted much whether I should be taken notice of" in the 
list which the Lords had voted to be given in to them, of 
all military officers, there being at present neither (X)in- 
pany nor gunner at Burlington to make it appear a gar¬ 
rison. If I was, I presumed I should be put into the 
number of such as that House intended to ])etitioii his 
Majesty to lay aside from their employments, lie; an¬ 
swered, let them do what they would, but he would never 
part with any officer at the request of either IIouhcj; for 
his father had lost his head by that 0€)mpliancc, but as foi- 
him, he would die another way. 

November 24, My Lord Halifax told me that he had 
no ways deserved this heat of the Commons against him. 
I said he ought not to be concerned, for he had got moro 
friends by it than he had lost that would stick by him. 
He said he would venture his life with those friends. 
There was some tampering, but privately, to make a 
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divorce by Act of I’arlinmout between tlie King and tlu^ 
Queen; but I diirc say witliout the King’s approbabon. 

November 25. A geiitknian told me—one Eoinbal, 
tluit laid been consul in Spain—tluit lie could be a good 
witness in rarliainent to annul the marriage, should tliat 
matter come on ; for he c.nuld prove not only from repu¬ 
tation, but more notorious evidence, that her condilion of 
health would not allow her to have children when she 
was married to the King. 1 ])ersiuuh‘d him to give it in 
writing, which he did ; a,ml T confess I gave it to my liOi'd 
Clarendon (the Queen’s genth'uian of her house), that such 
})racticns might be prevented, and such authors of them 
discouraged. 

November 28. I went to wait on my Lord Halifax, 
who, after the gnait service he had lately done the Crown 
in casting out the Hill of Kxchisiouof the House of Lords, 
was looked upon as the rising man and first favourite, 
lie carried me with him in his coac.h to Whitehall; the 
next day he invited me to dimu*i‘ with him in private'. He 
told me it was to be feared some unhaptiy diHi'rt'nees 
might arise in the nation from these di.sjnites about the 
auceession ; and in c.iuse it should come to a war, it might, 
be convenient to foi’iu something of a party in one’s 
thoughls. He told me that he knew very well there was 
but one otluT and mysi'lf that had any considenible in¬ 
terest in my neighbourhood ; asked me my opinion how 
their inclinations stood. I told him I had an account in 
wilting of all men of not.e thereabouts, and would wait 
u])on him the next day with their names and (haraeters. 
I did so, and he did agree with me that tlm loyal int.ei'est 
was not only much more numerous, but consisted of more 
wealthy and active nu'ii ; and that those who were so bu.sy 
in rarlianiont against the Court, were men of little power 
or esteem in their country. 

November 30. began the trial of Lord Btan'ord by 
his peers in Westminster Hall, which was the most soleniii 



of impeacliinent by the Commons, and tliey chose this 
lord to try first, believing him weaker than the other 
lords then in the Tower for that crime, and so less able to 
make his defence. However, he pleaded for himself to a 
miracle. The three chief witnesses against him were Hr. 
Oates, Dugdale, and Turberville. The first swore he had 
brought him a commission, signed by the pope, to be 
paymaster of the army to be raised against the Eng; the 
second, that his lordship offered him five hundred pounds 
to kill the Eng; the third, that he had offered him a 
reward for the same thing, but at another time. They 
seemed so positive in this and other dangerous evidence, 
that myself that sat and heard inost of the trial knew not 
what to believe, had the evidence been men of any credit; 
but such incoherences, and indeed contradictions in my 
judgment, appeared towards the latter end of the trial, 
that for my own part I was satisfied at last of its untruth. 
However the party was so strong that pursued the cause 
against him more than the man, that he was voted guilty, 
there being 54 lords affirmative, and 32 for negative or 
not guilty. He heard his accusers, and defended him¬ 
self with great resolution, and received his sentence 
with no less courage, which stayed by him till he laid 
his head on the block, protesting his innocence to the 
very last. My Lord Halifax was one of the 32 lords, 
and the Eng, that heard all the trial, seemed extremely 
concerned at his hard and undeserved fate. 

The two Houses were now very busy : that of the 
Lords to form a Bill of Comprehension for all Protestant 
dissenters, but to bring them within the privilege of the 
law, by indulgence to tender consciences ; the Commons 
to frame an Act of Security greater than what the law yet 
provided against papists. 
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December 18. Being at my Lord Halifax’s house, I 
saw the French ambassador come in privately, which was 
some surprise, for he came after business, it being then 
unknown that his lorclslii]) set up for cliief minister. The 
same day it was asked of the Commons what they would 
do for the King after so long sitting to no eOlect in the 
matters the King recpiircid of them. It was answered, 
and by a vote of tliat House, that tliey would put Ids 
Majesty into a coruUtion to defend Taugiers, would pay 
off all his debts, put the fleet into good condition, and 
make him al)lc to assist his allies, provided he would 
grant their petitions in rclincpdshiug the Duke his 
brother, pass an Act for the more frecpient meeting of 
Parliaments, and change such oflicers about him as that 
Hoiiscj should nominate. Borne believed that the King 
wmdd be tempted to c.omply; but the next day my Lord 
Halifax told me there was no prohability of it, for that 
it was like offering a mau mone.y to cut off his nose, which 
a man woidd not suffer for a greater huui. 

The same day my Lord Hlafford came to the House 
of Lords, ami wius admitted under the hope; ilnit he; had 
something to dis(;over or eonfess of the Popish Plot; but 
instead of that he protested his iunoc.cuuu;, and ace,used 
my Lord Shaft(;sbiiry for keeping corri;spondeiic.e with 
the papists, and for sending him to the Duke of York to 
desire him to use his interest with tlie King to dissolve 
the long ParJiament., as the best thing to be done for the 
popish interest. 

December 22. The Duke of Ncnvcnstle si)oki; for me 
to the Duke of Albemarle, in a concern whi(;li had no 
effect. I dinc;(l tin; same day with Sir Paticuc.c Ward, 
Lord Mayor of London. 

December 24. I was at the King’s going to bed. 
There were but four present; and his Majesty being in 
good humour, spent some time upon the subjticst of show¬ 
ing tlic clieat of such as pretended to b;; more holy and 
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devout than others, and said they were generally the 
greatest knaves. He gave us several examples of them, 
and named some eminent men of the present age, and 
some mitred heads, which he proved not the best for 
passing for the most devout and pious. But these were 
some of them men that the King had no reason to love 
upon a pohtic account. He was that night two hours 
putting off his clothes, and it was half an hour past one 
before he went to bed. He seemed extremely free from 
trouble or care, though at a time one would have thought 
he was under a great deal; for everybody guessed that 
he must either dismiss the Parliament in a few days, or 
give himself up to what they desired. 

December 25. The Duke of Newcastle came to visit 
me; we had a long discourse of present affairs, and no¬ 
body could tell which way things would go. 

December 20. I received the sacrament at the hands 
and in the chapel of that excellent man, Doctor Gunning, 
Bishop of Ely. There came and received with us Doctor 
Oates, the famous evidence of the Popish Plot. We dined 
together afterwards at the bishot)’s table, where the 
doctor, blown up with tlie hot)es of running down the 
Duke, spoke of him and his fandly after a manner which 
showed himself both a fool and a knave. He reflected 
not only on him personally, but upon the Queen his 
mother, and her present Majesty, till nobody daring to 
contrachet him, for fear of being made a party to the 
plot, I at last did undertake to do it, and in such a 
manner that he left the room in some heat. The bishop 
told me this was his usual discourse, and that he had 
checked him formerly for taking so indecent a liberty; 
but he found it wuxs to no jmrpose. 

December 29. My Lord Stafford was beheaded on 
Tower Hill, where he absolutely denied the crimes for 
which he suffered, and after so convincing a manner, that 
all that saw him believed it. I dined the same day 
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with my Lord Halifax. He said to me, ‘Well, if it (‘.onio 
to a war, you and I must go together.’ I told his lord- 
ship I was one that was ready to follow him, whatovtu’ 
happened; but that if the King expected his (‘ih'iids to 
be hearty and steady to him, he ought to tnicouragi' (hem 
a little more, acquainted him with some of my disappoint¬ 
ments at Court after several promises, and told him I 
should be glad that his Majesty would send me tsivoy to 
some part of the world. lie replied, ‘ We must luivti 
you in business; we have need of such men as you nc'arer 
home.’ 


CHAPTEE YIII. 


The Commons proceed against the King’s chief Advisers—^Halifax’s privat 
Views on the matter—Danhy’s Opinion of the King— Laurence Hyd< 
Lord Kochester—The Doncaster Postmaster killed by Lord Eglinton- 
Conduct of Lord Halifax— A new Parliament—^Negotiations abou 
Aldborough—A Journey with the Duke of Newcastle—At Rufford— 
Halifax’s Opinion of Affairs—Pontefract and Aldborough Elections—Tb 
Duke of Newcastle’s Jealousy of Halifax—^Lord Elland—Yorkshir 
Petition against the Duke of York—^The Parliament at Oxford—Argu 
ments for and against the Bill of Exclusion—Impeachment of Fitzharri 
—The two Houses at variance—Dissolution—Threatened Seizure of th 
King—Reresby in high Favour—Bold Opposition to the Government— 
The just and gracious Prince—Reresby’s Illness—Promise of th 
Government of York—Lord Frescheville—Country Visits and Duties— 
A loyal Address from Sheffield—Popularity of the Duke in Scotland— 
With the King at Newmarket—Halifax on Public Affairs—Successes c 
the King of France—Anti-Court Influence in the City—Charles’ 
Remark thereon—^Nevison the Highwayman—Sir Henry Goodricke a 
Ambassador in Spain—Shaftesbury and tlie Ministers—Reresby mad 
Justice of the Peace for Middlesex and Westminster—Halifax and th 
Duchess—Shaftesbury set at Liberty—Rejoicings of the Rabble—Th 
Papists in Westminster—Disgrace of Monmouth—^Halifax on the Duk 
of York—The Earl of Argyll—Reresby seeks Employment abroad. 

1681. 

January 4. The King returned an answer to th( 
House of Commons, that he still persisted in the saim 
resolutioD, not to consent to disherison of the Crown, bu 
would have it continue in the same line. This angeret 
them so much that it caused them to pass some violen 
votes against such as they took to be the chief advisers o 
the King in this matter, as the Earls of Hahfax, Clarendon 
Eeversham, the Marquis of Worcester, and Mr, Hyde 
since Lord Eochester. The Parliament was proroguec 
upon this from the 10 th to the 20th of January; som< 
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thought it was in order to dissolve them, others lay 
wagers the King would let them sit at the time and pjiss 
the bill. The same day waiting on the Lord .Halifax, 
complained of the unjust severity of tlie CJoJumons against 
him in their vote, which was tliat lie was a t)ronn)ltT nl* 
popery and betrayer of the liberties of the i)t'oj)h!, Ih; 
said that were a man never so dimocent, it cojjiing from 
the representatives of the peoj)le, it was too heavy for 
any single person to bear ; tlierefore, he had thoughts (o 
retire from Court, but that he would go his own patu!, ami 
not just be kicked out wlieu they pleased. And in 
case the King should at any time have oecuusiou to ust* 
him in what was just, he should be ready to servi* Itiiii ; 
that as to my particular, if I would trust him, he 
would tell me when it was time to appear for the King s 
service; that I should run the same fortune with liim, for 
I was one that the Government ouglit to be glad to have 
in business, with very kind expressions more than I de¬ 
served. At the same time he complained of tlie unstmidi* 
ness of the King’s temper, that whilst lie si'emeti ttj 
approve the counsel you gave him, lie lunirkeiied (o olhor 
counsels at a back door, wldeli made him wavering ami 
slow to resolve. He promised, Jiowever, to obtain of llu? 
King to get a gunner established at ihirlington fort. 

Januanj 11. I waited on my Lord Danby in the 
Tower. He complained to me of the uiieertainty cjf tlie 
King’s humour. He said that though the Dukci of York 
had^ but httle power with liim as to liimself, yet any 
. minister would find he had. the most interest, as to any 
other person or concern; and that he defied any miaistor 
about him to find out when the rarliainent would .sii, 
what he would do when it mot, though they Hhould know 
what he said. The Huke of Howcastle told nns tlmt clay 
that he was to wait on the King the next day, and tlmt 
he believed Ins Majesty would wish him lo take soim; 
employment upon him; but he said the King did not 
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offer it at a better time, and he would not accept it in so 
dangerous a one as this was. This confirmed to me what 
my Lord Halifax said some days before, that the King’s 
changeableness and silence in affairs at that time made 
people fear to serve him. 

January 13. The city of London petitioned the King 
by their Common Council for the sitting of Parhament at 
the appointed time. The King’s answer was, that was 
not their business. 

January 15. The Duke of Newcastle told me that 
the King had spoken to him to the same purpose he 
imagined, and that he said he would speak further to him 
when Halifax and he were together. His grace told me 
further that he had been discoursing my Lord Halifax 
concerning me, and that he had told his lordship that he 
loved me better than he did. 

January 18. I dined with the Earl of Burlington, 
who told me this Parliament would bo dissolved, and a 
new one called to sit at Oxford the 15th of March. My 
Lord Halifax seemed averse to this dissolution ; but it was 
but a pretence, for he had no reason to wish that Parlia¬ 
ment long lived that had used him with such freedom. 
He was jealous also that my Lord of Hanby would come 
out of the Tower, and be received again into councils. If 
that happened, he resolved to retire, and advised me not 
to press to be in employment till things were upon another 
loot. 

My lord Duke of Newcastle acquainted me with the 
intended dissolution, which he had from my lord of 
Danby, which made him believe ho was yet in the coun¬ 
cils. His grace took it ill from my Lord Halifax, that he 
had said nothing of this matter to him, saying it was not 
using him like a brother. The truth was my Lord Halifax 
did so overtop the other in all qualifications of mind that 
he did not make him much his confidant in anything, or 
tliat his sense deserved it. When this dissolution hap- 



SIE JOHN EERESBY. 


201 


pened, it was believed my Lord Dauby would be releusc'd 
upon the King’s pardon. 

January 20. I told my Lord Halifax I‘ had con¬ 
sidered of his advice not to enter at present into public, 
employment as things stood, and that I had great 
deference for his opinion in all things; but I thought it 
might be convenient as to my private concern as soon m 
could be, and not of prejudice to me in relation to the 
public. For as to my own interest I was imdt‘r an 
obligation to be much in town, and had already tak(‘n a 
house there for the advantage of my children hi their 
education ; and the profit as well as cxedit of an employ¬ 
ment there would be of double use to me at that time. 
As to the objections that men of estates ran sonu'. haziu'il.M 
to take business upon them at this time, I annwered that 
danger did not appear at present, and it was time enough 
to retire when it did. And then there was some credit 
to quit an office from principles of honour and conseienee, 
and to show the world at the same time that a man was 
thought worthy to be employed and trusted in hi.s genera ' 
tion. His lordship said he was satisfied with my ri'usons, 
aucl would do me what favour he could to obtain it. 

January 21. I went and dined with him that day. 
He told me he was not at all (Iksatislicd with the King^ 
hut feared the Duke’s prevalency with (he King would 
carry things too far. 

For himself he seemed to hold his resolution to refin% 
but said Mr. Hyde (since Lord Hocheste.r), chief eomnd.M^ 
sioner of the treasury, and his particular friend, Hhould lie 
ready to serve me when any vacancy of value iiap|Mau‘(l. 

January 22. His lordsliip went the next day for thi‘ 
country. I waited upon him as far as Ilatfuild. 

January 23. I waited upon my LoiH Ilydi- (for ho 
was made so about this time), who said my Lord Hulifax 
had recommended me to him in so partieular a maimer 
that he would serve me in what he couhl, 1 ivturmH 



202 


THE MEMOIRS OE 


him my thanks, and owned the obligations I had to my 
Lord Halifax for doing me so great an honour. I assured 
him that if it was my good fortune to be received into his 
Majesty’s service by his kindness, or otherwise, I would 
perform it with all the faithfulness that could be; but 
that this would cost him a double trouble: first to find 
the employment, and then to gain it for me. He promised 
to use his endeavours for both. 

January 24. I heard one Maddox, whom 1 made 
postmaster at Doncaster some time before, was then mur¬ 
dered by my Lord Eglinton, a Scotch lord, that had run 
him through the body, upon a quarrel at play, as he was 
sitting in a chair. I went and desired my Lord Eeversham 
to beg his estate of the King for him and me, if it 
proved forfeited, which his Majesty readily granted, but 
he afterwards obtained his pardon both for life and estate. 

January 25. I obtained the postmaster’s place for. 
Jack Maddox, his younger brother, who was quartermaster 
of my militia troop. 

January 26. As I went with the Duke of Newcastle 
to visit the Duke of Albemarle, he said that he thought my 
Lord Halifax had done wisely to withdraw himself, for 
this would abate the odium conceived against him by 
Lord Shaftesbury and his party, when they saw the same 
measures pursued when he was not in councils; and 
that he had given him advice to do so. I confess I had 
advised him to stay; for if he went off not dissatisfied, 
but returned again to Court, the world would say that his 
counsels were followed though he was absent; and so 
he might bear the blame for counsels that were not his 
own. 

The discourse being now warm for a new Parliament, 
I asked the King if he would have me to stand to be a 
member of it. 

I showed his Majesty a letter at the same time from 
Mr. Tankard, whereby he promised his assistance at 
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Alclborough in that service. The King pressed me to go 
down to stand, but I told his Majesty the other gentleman 
would stand if I did not, who was an honest gentleman 
and much disposed to his service. Then he left it to my 
own choice. His Majesty then promised me a good living 
for my youngest brother, and a fellowship at Manchester 
when void, but neither succeeded. 

January 30. The King began to remove from Court 
some few officers that were in with the exclusionists ; but 
that lasted not long; for though he loved neither them nor 
their proceedings, it was not in his nature to do harsh 
things long ; though my Lord Adesbury, the chancellor of 
the exchequer, assured me it would go on. 

February 4. I had a letter from Mr. Tankard that he 
had no mind to stand for Parliament man this time, there¬ 
fore desired me pressingly to come down and accept of 
his interest, which at last I accepted. 

February 5. I took leave of Mr. Hyde, who promised 
me all the good offices he could as to what he had 
promised my Lord Halifax upon, my account. 

The same day the Duke of Newcastle spoke very 
kindly to the King of me. ' 

February 7. I took the opportunity of going down 
to the country with his grace, who desired my company ; 
and gave me room in his first coach with himself and 
Duchess, and treated me and my servants all the way. 
He travelled indeed like a great prince, with three 
coaches, and about forty attendants on horseback. He 
was too obliging to me in that journey in forcing me to 
accept the second chamber wherever we lodged, before 
his own daughters. The house being narrow the third 
night where we lay (for we were five days going between 
London and Newark), I stole out of the house and went 
to another inn ; but his grace came himself for me and 
brought me back, and sent out his own people. He un¬ 
bosomed himself to me in this journey. Though he was 
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a true servant to the Crown, he liked not the measures 
then on foot, and thought the times but slippery. 

February 12. At - l^ewark I took leave of his grace, 
where 1 had appointed a chariot to meet me from Thry- 
bergh, though I had brought a led horse with me all the 
way. I went by the way of Eufford, and stayed with my 
Lord Hahfax till the next day. His lordship told me the 
King would not call a Parliament so speedily as was 
believed; that the King was slow to resolve where any 
difficulty arose. That he intended to go to Parliament 
whenever it assembled ; but that afterwards he would 
leave the Court and business, except his Majesty 
would be advised to do such things as were for the public 
good, change some officers about him, and take such in 
their room as would act according to the present coun¬ 
cils'. For it would ruin all if his Majesty continued to 
advise with those of one interest this day, and hearken 
to those of another to-morrow; nor could his ministers 
be safe under such uncertainties. And if he would be 
advised, it was in the King’s power to make all his 
opponents tremble. In fine, he told me a great part of 
his thoughts, and made me many professions of friend¬ 
ship. 

February 13. My lord, though he was brother-in-law 
by marriage to the Duke of Newcastle, yet thought it 
fitter to treat with him by a third hand in the affair of 
marrying his eldest son, my Lord Elland, to ray lady 
Catherine, the Duke’s third daughter, and therefore 
desired me to recommend it to his grace. I did so upon 
the terms my Lord Halifax desired, which was to have 
15,000Z. portion with the lady. The Duke was not 
averse to the match, but to the conditions ; he would not 
part with ready money, but was content that his estate 
should be divided amongst his daughters at his death; 
but that pleased not the Earl of Halifax, so that nothing 
was agreed on at that time. 
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February 15. I went for Aldboroiigli, and in my 
way tliitlier at Ferrybridge I met an ex])reBS sent by the 
borongh to invite me to come over, with a promise', 
to choose me for one of their burgesses in rarliumeiiL 
I stayed there that night, being sto[){)ed by the wah'rs ; 
and the next day I was at Pontefract, wliero Sir John 
Pawnay, Sir Patience Ward, and Sir John Kaye weri' 
candidates for Parliament men there, and that, llu* day 
of election. The two first were chosen, and tlui last wan 
outvoted. 

February 17. I came to Aldboroiigli, wlii'u I found 
Sir Godfrey Copley, who stood by Mr. Wentworlli^ 
interest. He had been very pressing to obtain (he piw> 
session of the precept, that they might go to elcclion, 
fearing I should setup some other to defeat liim ; bill (In' 
sheriff would not part with it till I came. Sir Kichard 
Graham was then high sheriff of the county; my par 
ticular friend, one that I had been intimate with both in 
Pi'ance and Italy. 

February 20. The election was made of Sir t hulfrey 
Copley and me for burgesses in the tiiisuing Parliuim'iit 
without any competition. The charge of it in treating 
electors, and several gentlemen that came to see me, vu2 
me 437 

February 21. The next day being Huiiday,* 1 wt'nt 
and lay at the High Sheriff’s, wlio lived not far from A hi * 
borough. 

Fehmary 23. I roturned to a'liiyborgli, wlicrc I 
found my five fine boya in goal Jicalth ; t.wo indeed w.mv 
at Eotherham sefiool, tlie throo otliers at Iioitie, .s,,,,,,. 
days passed m looking into my biwinass uiid inking my 
accounts (wkeh I always endeavoured to < 1 (, e.\-aelly) in 
making and receiving visits from my iieiglibourH, (ke 
day ten gentlemen came and dined with mu at oiii'e; that 
day we made a debauch. 

Februaiy 25. I received coiigratuliitioii.s by lellers 
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from the Duke of Newcastle and the Marquis of Halifax 
upon the subject of my election (my lord, I think, was 
then made marquis). 

March 5. I went towards London, taking Welbeck 
in my way. I found myself ill three days before of. a 
cold, which did end in a pain in my right side, hke a 
stitch. I apprehended a pleurisy, for which I let blood, 
and was better after it. The Duke entertained me with 
telling me all his concerns, and by some part of his dis¬ 
course I discovered that he was jealous of my lord Mar¬ 
quis of Halifax, in the particulars of getting a better in¬ 
terest in the country than himself, and of having a better 
at Court also ; for he had lately obtained of the King to 
make Sir John Dawnay a Scotch viscount, when his grace 
had been labouring to obtain that honour for his brother 
Cheney without success. He showed me a letter at the 
same time from my Lord Sunderland, wherein he com¬ 
plained in divers respects of my Lord Halifax (for though 
the latter married the sister of the other, they were at 
variance), and particularly for cheating him (as he called 
it) of 25,000/. ; for Sir John Dawnay (then Lord Downe) 
had promised him to get him his patent, by tlie hand of 
my Lord Halifax, which he obtained to pass by another 
interest, and kept the money to himself. But my Lord 
Halifax gave a different account of it. When I took 
leave, the Duke desired to know if I wanted anything by 
his means to the King, that he would interest himself 
there for me the best he could. As to the business of 
giving his daughter the Lady Catherine to my Lord 
EUand, I found him infinitely averse to it, upon the sub¬ 
ject of paying ready money for a portion. He told me 
his Duchess was more averse to it than himself. I spoke 
to her of it myself, and found it very true. However, at 
the last he told me the thing might not be impossible in a 
little time, if my Lord Halifax would take 9,000/. of bis 
money, and an assignment of 6,000/. due to him from the 
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King; but lie would first see my Lord Elland, for he 
heard he was very debauched. 

March 6. I weut that day to Eufibrd, where I ac- 
qiiaiated the Marquis with what had passed, only in 
general that he might know how to govern himself 
better with such a man. But he told me that the Duke 
was of so changeable and jealous an huinoiu: that it was 
not possible to keep friendly with him. I told my lord 
nothing of what my Lord of Danby had written to his 
grace concerning my Lord Downe, for that would rather 
have improved their enmity than their friendship. My 
lord told me some began to question whether or no the 
King would continue constant to his brother, or take part 
with the Duke of Monmouth, who was now treating to 
make his peace. 

March 7. I went to hlottingham towards London, 
where I took the stage-coach for myself; my servants 
rode on horseback. 

March 11. I reached London, where I found all 
well under the care and management of a prudent wife. 

March 21. Having settled some affairs there, I went 
to Oxford. 

March 22. I kissed the King’s hand, who received 
me kindly. I acquainted him that I had directions from 
several gentlemen of the county that they had no interest 
or part in the petition offered to the knights of the shire 
of Yorkshire at their election, to prosecute the Bill of 
Exclusion against the Duke of York; and that it was 
only six or seven factious persons that had managed that 
business, though it passed for a more general thing. His 
Majesty answered that he had received some short ac¬ 
count already to the same purpose, and bid me return his 
tkanks to those that did not interest themselves in that 
concern. 

March 23. The Parliament met. The Court was at 
Christchurch. The Commons sat in the schools, but were 
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much straitened for room, there being a very great ap¬ 
pearance of Parliament men. His Majesty’s speech to 
both Houses was very gracious, endeavouring to heal a 1 
differences and to remove all jealousies as to rehgion,&c., 
and offering all ways or means to secure the Protestant 
religion except that which former Parliaments had so 
much driven at, viz. the utter exclusion of his brother 
from the name and power of a king. The first thing 
that was debated was, whether or no, notwithstandhig 
what the King had said to them, a Bill of Exclusion 
should be framed and brought in. It was voted that the 
security of his Majesty’s person, and of the Protestant 
rehgion, should be taken into consideration the 26t]i 
instant. 

In the meantime, there was not much passed of 
moment, only the impeachment was ordered to be pre¬ 
pared against Mr. Fitzharris. The occasion of it was not 
to hang him, but to preserve him, and the reason of it 
this:—This Mr. Fitzharris had been a witness for the 
Popish Plot, but before that had been taken framing a 
very scandalous libel against the King and the Govern¬ 
ment, set on, as was reported at Court, by some of the Duke 
of Monmouth’s party, for the which he was committed in 
order to his trial. But the zealous part of the Commons 
pretending or suspecting it was an artifice of the Court to 
prevent his further evidence in the plot, impeached him 
only to keep off his trial at the common law in case that 
a dissolution or prorogation should happen ; for when the 
Supreme Court is possessed of a cause, civil or criminal, it 
supersedes all proceedings of inferior ones in that par¬ 
ticular. 

The cl'iief argument used for the bringing in the Bill 
of Exclusion in that debate was' this — that nothing 
could effectually secure us against popery but that. Now 
for the better understanding the rest of the reasons, it is 
necessary to know that it was universally agreed by the 
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vvliolc House, that poi)ery was lo be kept out; the (lifli- 
.uilty was only iu the means. Tlie Kin^ had oflered, jus I 
iaki before, at the opening of this session, that he would 
.(gree to anything whereby to ([iiiet ihe minds of his 
Dcople iu that [)artieular, exee()t exeluding his brother, 
[t was moved, (liert'fore, by Sir 'Pliomas Littleton (oiu^ 
.liat had been a tieree man of that party, but now gained 
jy the Court), that a Hill of Hi'enrity for the rroie>lant. 
,‘cligion should be brought in, and to (tonsist of tlu'se 
leads, without absolute exclusion of tlu' Duke—that tin* 
Duke should have only tlu' name, and the Hriuee.ss of 
drange the rt'geney or tlu* ptiwer; that if a I’arliiimt'ut 
ivere iu being when tlu* prc*s‘nt King died, it should In* 
impowered to sit—tlu* judges and all otlu*r o(Hei*rs of 
;he Crown to eontiniu; till religion and property wert* 
iccurc'd; and if tlu*re was no Hurliament, then that one 
ihould asst*mble of course Ibr that purpose, atul to pre- 
,'ent the Lukc'S tampt*ring to lniul(*r this, that by the 
ianie Act lic^ should be* banished fiOO niih*s fVom Knghnul, 
lot to r(*tiirn so long ns this King livi*d, d’o this it was 
uiswcu'ed, the name and power of King could not be 
ioparated in Knghnul ; that the father woidd st»on find a 
vay lo divest his duughti*r of that power; that regency 
,vuB never known but in ease's of lunacy or minority ; and 
he Duke was not of a temper to In* so easily goveriu'd. 
d was replu'd again as to that, that regeneit’s had been 
illowed, and some wi*re at this day in casi* of other in- 
'apaeities lK*sides lunacie.s, as fornu*rly in France and now 
n Portugal; that princes wen* seldom so ceinplimenlary 
0 one another ns to givi* up (a* resign kingdoms, tluuigh 
.0 a father. Ami as to tlu* authority (tf a I’arlianu'nl to 
lo this, no cpiestion but tlu* sanu* power that ctadtl alter 
:ho government could also nuMlify it. Hut exclusion was 
,he word. Some .seven or eight dlsohligcrl lawyers and 
ihle speakem in the House, with .se\erul ca hens, who had 
jeen .so active in lids mutter, that they thought, .should 
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the Duke ever come to the throiic, lie would never forgive 
them, prevailed so far that it was voted a bill should be 
brought in to disenable James, Duke of York, from suc¬ 
ceeding to the imperial crown of tliis realm. Some 
made so bold with the Duke in this debate that they re¬ 
flected on his courage and honesty, and spoke very un¬ 
suitably of his merit. 

The Lords refused to receive the impeachment car¬ 
ried up by the Commons against Ditzharris, saying that 
he being already indicted at conuuon law, and in a way 
of trial by his peers, as Magna Charta did direct, they 
saw not how their House could take c’.ognizance of his 
offence. The Commons werci very angry with the Lords, 
and voted that this proceeding of the Lords was a stop to 
justice, a breach of privilege of I’aiiiament, and a hiii- 
drancG to the further discovery of the Doiiish Llot; and 
that for any inferior c.ourt to proceed tluu’cfni was a high 
breach of the privileges of Parliament, whilst an im¬ 
peachment was impending. The heats grew very great 
in both Houses upon this account, and tlnit of the Hill of 
Exclusion, and the Commons did really believe that the 
King would have yielded to it, ho liaving jutdded so far 
to them already, and being in siudi gresat want of money ; 
■besides many who desired it, that were miiir the Kiiig, 
gave them hopes to press him still to it. .‘Hut upon the 
28th—when the King had appointed the theatre! to be 
made ready for the Commons to sit in, they having com¬ 
plained of the straitness of the schools to recuiive them 
—the Black Eod came and commanded the Commons to 
attend at the bar of the House of Lords, who being come, 
the King being in his robes, told both Houses that ho found 
there was a difference between thein, which might pro¬ 
bably increase if they sat any longer, and therefore it was 
his pleasure to dissolve tliat Parliament. This blow was 
so little expected, that some were of opinion there would 
have been some stir^ or risings in Loudon upon it. 
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It was obstTvcnl that iimiiy uf llu' discoiitauU'.tl iiuaii- 
ors of both Houses caiiu' arnu'd and inort! tliau usually 
bonded; and tliat lliore was a design to have, seized the, 
jiig, and restrained him (ill he had granted their peti- 
ons; but if any siieh design was, they lather wanted 
3 iirage or time to (‘xeeiite it, for the King went in all 
)ccd away for London tlu' sanu' day, my .Lord Halifax 
)r the Kortli, and L for London. 

Ills Majc'sty was vtay kind in taking Bev(‘ral oppor- 
mitles to speak to me, whilst 1 stayed at Oxford. I wa.s 
[so tlierc vmy mueh obliged U> the Duki' of Neweastks 
lid my Lord Halifax toll nu' liis thoughts with gri'at 
‘cedoni. His lordship was, 1 found, as mueh in eoinieilH 
3 before', but he would not be known to b(' so. When 
c took h'ave of the King, lu' reeommended nu^ to his 
lajesty, speaking more <jf my eapaeily and readiness to 
ji’ve him lliaii 1 deserved. 'PIk' King laid both lii.s 
aiids ujion me, thanki'tl me 1‘or my eonstaney to lii.s 
iterest, and bid me la* assured of his alleeiiou. 

When the 1 )iike of N eweastle waited the same ilaytm 
10 King to lake his leave, 1 was present. Ills graee 
)oke very favaairably of nu* to him, and said that In* had 
uihing to ask his iMnJtssty but that he would pknise 
) be kind to iiu', whieli he should eonsider us ilone to 
imself. Ikith tlu* Luke of Newcastle ami my Lord 
lalifax pre.sented nu* (he, .same tlay to my Lord Hyde, 
10 greatest favtuirite in appearance <»r (he Kings a! that 
ay. It was jdain hy this tlissolution, as well us what I 
ad from my laird 1 lalifax and otlu*rs, that the King 
amid not reliiupiish his brother, and did not think of 
ailing another l‘arliamenl of a hmg time, '{'he Irulli 
aiH that the ({ne-sUeai was no! lunv whether (he Duke 
loiild siteei'ed or not, but wlu*lherit .dmidd be mnnurehy 
r a I'omnumweallh. »S»nu* td* (lie parly bad blabbi'd it 
1 the Hoii.se that (his was not the only niaterkd bill 
licy intended .should puss this .wH.sioii, to seeure the 
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people of England from falling under popery and abso¬ 
lute government; that it was necessary tha.t both the 
military and civil power should be put into other hands, 
and that the present olTiccrs of both ought to be ex¬ 
amined and changed, insomiu'h as the .King was told lliat 
if he quitted the Duke, it was but to be a sttq) botli to quit 
all his friends and servants alhu*wards, and to fall entirely 
into the hands of people whom he had rc'ast)u to think 
were not so well affected to his person and govmniment. 

Before iny Lord Halifax "wcnl., he wi'ote to my Tjord 
Hyde, or rather Mr. Hyde (for he had not that honour 
conferred upon him, I remember, till afterwards, and by 
this token, that he sat with us in the House of Commons, 
and cried in a speech which he made there in dcffence of 
the Duke and of his own religion, somebody having re¬ 
flected upon him for being })opishly imdined), Lhe (‘on- 
tonts of that letter were to desire Mr. Hyde to be. mind¬ 
ful of me, and to obtain some phiee for nu'. I gave him 
the letter when I came to Loudon, but I found no gnsat 
warmth in his Avay of receiving i(.. I gave my Jjord 
Halifax an account of it, who wrt)l'(^ to uit'. iVom llufford 
that I should visit him and ])ress him in it, and that I had 
free leave to make use of his name where I saw occ'usiou, 
for he did iiot desire I should be fed with vain hn{)es, 

April 20. I was at the King s going to bed (as I 
was three times in one week), llis discours(i was gciui- 
rally of the impossibility of such a thing as thci Popish 
Plot, and the contradictions of which it was framed ; that 
_ he intended that Eiteharris should come immediately to 
his trial, but in all these affairs the laws should have tlu'ir 
course, and whatever his own })riva(.e opinion was, lie 
would govern himself according to them. Indeed, it was 
a great happiness to his people to live under so just and 
so gracious a prince ! 

April 26. I heard of some dangerous words, amount¬ 
ing, as I thought, to high treason, spoken by a. pe]\sou ol 
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110 mean ([iiulity. His I'xamimilions luul bi'cii taken by 
a jiislice of (lu' peace in tlu' eoniilry, who sent tluan up 
to me. I showtsl lliem (o tlu^ King and the {seert’lary. 
The King gave orders that (he parly should be prose,culed 
the next assizes. 

I begged at (he same liuu' (lu' estate of my wift.'s 
sister, whic*h, ns 1 said l)t'lbr(‘, slu‘ had bequiaithed to oiui 
Mr. Hamilton ; but In* lu'ing a papist, and since convicted, 
by my endeavours, he was not capable to be anc*xeeutor, 
nor any other in trust for him. His Maje.sty gave it me 
very freely when I told him the particulars, but the tliOK 
cully of it was how t«) fnid a great part of it, which 
Hamilton had gotten and concealed. 

April 2S. d'hc* King and (ht^ whole Court imrted for 
Windsor. 

His ]\Iaje.st\'’ had, .‘•iinei* tin' dis.solu(ion of the la-st Par¬ 
liament, put forth a declaration full of fair promises to bis 
people, assuring them of bis intentions to govern nc'cord- 
ing to law, c'vc. d’his gave great sutisfuetioii, and be rc’- 
ceived the' thunks of the City of Ltnidon by the I su’d 
Mayor, and of several other eounlies and corporations in 
England, so that all things begun to look fair and (‘ulm. 

J/(p/ 4. Mr, KitzhaiTis I’ame to be arruigm*d at the 
Kings Bench bar, whert*, by his eiainsi*!, be rt*fu.sed to 
])leud, saying that he was impeaelunl in I’arliament for 
the; same crimes tor wldt'h he .stood there to la* indieled, 
but imuilioned no particular IrenHous m the indit‘tment 
did. Tlu? eouusei for (lie King rt'pbed that his plea was 
evusivi*, lu'eau.se it tlid not mention what those treasons 
were, and therefore it appeared not whether they wi'n* 
the same or not : and so lioth .sides clemtirred. 

Map 7. It wa.H argued at the liar, but the ease being 
so (‘Xtraordinary, linlli of its own weight and the .severe 
vote of tin* (‘omnnms u( Oxford, the jinlges tiusk time to 
eoiiHider of it, and upon (he eleventh day they passi*d 
judguuftit for the King. 
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May 15 . It pleased God (o visit me willi a rluuima- 
tism, which first began like the gout’ in niy loot, and 
after seized on one part, of me after anotlu'r, that. I luid 
scarce any part of me fj’ee. I kept, my Ix'd jor onci 
month, and was so weak that I was not ahh^ to turn 
myself without help, so tluit I des[)aired ol recovca'liig; 
all means and care of mo by my wih‘ and tlu'. best, 
physicians, affording no relief; till, by taking asses’ milk 
first, and cows’ milk afterwards, I recoverc'd to a miracle. 
Though I paid dear for the expm'ionce, I must own a 
great deal to Providence for llie disc.overy of this meilicim'. 
milk, which agreed so perfcc.tly well with my body (Ijcaiig 
purgative) that I must own a more perleel, liealth than I 
used to have for many years since, to it. only ; by drinking 
a pint of it every morning new from the. cow, -wliuih was 
both my breakfast and physic. My Lord Halifax cunuj 
to town about this time, and visited n\v. thri(‘t‘. in that weak 
condition. The last 1.11110 that he caune he told mo that 
he had desired of his Majesty to ])romisc‘, me tlu; reversion 
of the government of York, my Lord Fresehcvillo being 
then governor, but of great years and infirm, which the 
King had promised his lordship to give mo in ease he 
died, with a company of foot. Tliis was, I confess, an 
employment that both for the honour and convtmie.ncy ot 
it (being in my own coimlry), I had reason to bo very 
pleased with, as I was, had it been in presc;nt. ihit tliere 
were two hazards in it—one was tlu; uneerlaiiily of its 
fall, and of the salary his Majesty would give with it, it 
not being reasonable for me to hope lor die same with 
my Lord Prescheville, wlio had sufrerod very much in his 
estate for the Crown in the late wars, and had more te 
support the honour of a peer of England, which his 
Majesty had lately conferred upon him. In this time 
Eitzharris had sentence of high treason passed upon him, 
and was executed accordingly. My Lord f^ludlesbuiw 
and Lord Howard were clapped into the Tower, and my 
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Lord Halifax told me there would be euoiigh. produced 
against tliem to bang them both. 

June 12. My eldest daughter fell ill of the small-pox, 
which I feared would not only ruin a fine face, but her life 
also, which troubled me to that degree tiiat I relapsed into 
my former distemper for some days ; but it pleased God to 
restore her, without prejudice to her features or complexion. 

July 7. I was presented to the King at Hampton 
Court in his closet by my Lord Halifax (who was become 
the entire favourite), to take my leave of him, being .to go 
speedily for Yorkshire. My lord spoke very kindly of 
me to his Majesty in many respects: of my capacity to 
serve him, and of my dihgence in business; and desired 
him to confirm to me the promise he had made to him, 
that I sliould succeed my Lord Frescheville 'in the 
goveniment of York. His Majesty did it very cleverly 
without the least hesitation, and gave mo his liand to 
kiss upon it, saying at the same time he knew how well 
I deserved of Jiim. 

July 31. I set forward for Yorksliire, leaving my wife 
and family at London. She had behaved herself with 
care of me in my sickness, but we liad a falling out at our 
parting, which gave me some trouble. 

At Grantham there was a great entertainment given 
by th'e Emd of Lindsey, Lord Lieutenant of Lincolnshire, 
to the deputy-lieutenants, justices of the peace, and other 
gentlemen of that county. I went to wait on his lordship 
only to see hun en passant (being very well known to 
him), but he kept me so long to be a witness of his feast 
that I suffered by it in my health some days after. My 
journey was some addition to my illness, which increased so 
fast that the day I got home I fell again into my rheuma¬ 
tism, ke]')t my bed fifteen days, and took no nourishment 
but milk for a whole month, which restored me perfectly. 

August 1. I was at the general sessions at Eothei- 
liam, where there appeared nine justices of the peace ; 


21G 


THE ME]\rOIES or 


some of tliem (two of wliicli were! Sir Thomas Yarhnrgli, 
my cousin german, and my uncle Thomas Yarbnrgh, of 
Campsall,) came and lay at my house, 

A Parliament was held in Scotland at this time, where 
the Duke of York was High Commissioner. A. great 
many gentlemen went from the Korth of Ikigland to wait 
npon him. I excused myself to him that I did not (by 
Mr. Darcy and others), by reason ol my sickiujss. 

August 15. I had a letter from the I'jord Halifax, 
whereby I understood I was in his thoughts, and that he 
was concerned for my illness. 

August 18. I waited on the Duke of Newcastle at 
Bolsover. As soon as he saw me upon the terrace, where 
he was walking, he ran down stairs to meet me, and was 
very kind and open to me; but I candd not gain upon 
him to give 15,000^. to his daughter Catherine with my 
Lord Ellaiid in present; but he said ho might possibly 
do it in a year or two’s time, if he coidd get money ; but 
if he would have her u])on the possibility of her share of 
his estate when he died, or so much money as he should 
leave her, then he was content. I gave my Tjord Halifax 
his answer, but it did not please him to marry his son 
there upon those terms. 

August 19, I returned home. My lord duke would 
needs come with me four miles in my coach on my way, 
and gave my coachman ten shillings, and five shilliiigs to 
the postilion. He also presented me with a book of the 
‘ Antiquities of Nottinghamshire,’ written by Dr. Tlioroton, 
wherein he often takes notice of my family. 

August 22, I went to York, when^ I caused a monu¬ 
ment to be erected for my wife’s father in Coney Street 
Church: an eminent man of the law in his time, and ever 
reputed a very honest lawyer, which is not very usueiI; 
and to get an estate too, being but a younger brotlicr, 
wliich he did. I made some visits during my stay tliere 
to my Lord Burlington at his house in the country, and l.o 
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Mr. Moyner, my fatluT-iu-law, lo stv my br^tluT, liis only 
son by my molher, wlioiii I had not socii sint'c li(‘ was a 
cliilcl; ho was llu'u twoiily-ono yc'ars of ajj^t', and a liojJC- 
fill young man. d’hoy Hvod thou al Ik'Vi'rlny. 

21h dlio Marl of Dovonshiro aiait (o mo (o 
desire mo to oomo and .st'c' lilm a( (thatsworlli, whioh 1 
could not obey him in, designing soon for London. 

Scptonhfiv 1. 1 was invilml to tlu' (iulUa's .Fiuast at 

Sheffield, whore my Lord Darcy and several other giaith'- 
men of the otmntry appoureil. d’ho King having [)Ut forth 
a very gracion.s declaration to all Ins subjects for the 
which most coimtic's ami corporations of Mngland laid 
returned their thanks to his iMaji'sty by way of addrc.ss, 1 
advised them of Shetlield to do the* same. They reipiired 
time to consider of it. 

Scpft'inlx'f' 2. d’ho Duke of Newcastle .scait nu' two 
pied diH'r and a wild tup for my Tark. 

Scpteniber 5. My troop mustia'cd at Doncaster, whma* 
I entertained my officer.s and llu' company at dinner. 1 
returned the same tlay. 

Stptcniln'r 9. I'ht* blaster, wardens, and town clerk of 
the Corporation of tditlers in llnllamsliiri* came to my 
housis told m{‘ they tlid think it convenient h# pre.si'ut an 
address to the King as I liad advi.Med them, anti bnnight 
me one signed by oaO hamls, di’siring nu‘ to carry it and 
otTer it humbly to his Majesty, when I went up, wlii«’h I 
acccjited. 

September IH. I went towanls NewmarkiH, when* the 
King then was. I carrital my two elde.st sons with ims 
intending to put them to selund in tlie Houtli, tlnditig tliey 
improved but little in tlu‘ country, d'lu* face of things 
began much to alter iti Knglund at tliat (imm d’hc Duke, 
that was in Bi'otland, was textrmnely courted by that king¬ 
dom. 'Phe I’arliamcnt calleil there* eotilinmsl the sue 
ceBBiun ami unilbrmify of religion, in op|Kisiti(m to 
pop(»ry and fanutudsm, which were two extraordinary 
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acts at such a time, and had a groat iiifl-Lionce upon 
England, and much discouraged the anti-Court party. 
My Lord Halifax was chief favourite and minisler at thivS 
time. 

September 15. I lay at Cambridge in St. John’s 
College, at my brother’s chamber. lie entertaiiuid ine 
and my sons there three days. I saw Stourbridge iair, 
which was held there at the same time. 

September 19. I went from Cambridge to New¬ 
market, where I first waited upon my liOrd Ilyclt', de- 
smng him to introduce me to the King to present him 
with an address. About twelve that day he appointed 
me to attend in such a room, where the King came, 
ordered me to read it, and afterwards taking it of im‘, 
gave me his hand to kiss. Afterwards I waited of the 
King into the room, where he asked me many questions 
of the situation and extent of Hallamshire. 1 (old him 
it was a body of hardware men, or makers of c^dge tools, 
incorporated by Act of Parliament; and it extended five 
miles round in compass from Sheffield, being a veay 
populous place. My Lord Hyde took me that day to 
dine with him at my Lord Conway’s, then Scc.retary of 
State. 

September 20. I went a hawking with the King, 

, where I hacl opportunity to speak to him a good while., 
and to tell him some things relating to his service. I 
complained to him of a neighbouring justice of the jieacc, 
who refused to sign the address, though he lived witJiin 
the compass of Hallamshire, and was discouraging otliers 
from doing it. The King told me lie should not stay long 
hi the commission ; but I had some reasons that ])revaile(l 
with me not to pursue the business so far. 

That afternoon I went to Bury, to see my Lady Moii- 
son, my aiuit. 

September 22. I returned to Newmarket, went to 
hawk with the Khig in the inornhig, and m the afternoon 
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set forwurcl liOiuloii, wIkh-i- I arrivi'd Side tlie next clay 
with iny HODS. 

^eptcuilx^r 29). 1 (biiiul my wile iiiul lamily wc'Il id 

TjOikIou. 

^^iptenilx'r 20. I weni to wiiil on my Lord Iltdilax, 
whodc'sirc'd me to write hy ilu' tirst post to l!u' Duke- of 
Newcaistle, tlad, liis lordship did now think no mon' of the 
])r()l)osed iiiiiteh beiwt'eii his son iind llic‘ Duke s tkniehter. 
I had reec'ived ti letter from his ejmee the: day l)eft)re. 
upon tlad. subjeel, which I showed my Lord Ibddiix, 
which ga\'e e;i-tnind for it. d'lie siiiiui chiy his lordship 
told iiu'. the Kino resolved to iiudce. some new levies of 
dragoons, sind tlud I sluaild have' jl troop if 1 desired 
one; which 1 sjiid might do well to caititle me the b{‘tter 
to the rm'ersioii of the government of Ytaic. 

Octoher 7. I tlined evith the Lord Mjiyorof [jondon, 
one of the taction, where, some* reflection being east n()on 
the Cbnrt, L aiiswt'red it the best I could. One cannot 
inuigine how (‘Vtay little fellow undertook to eensun* the 
King and his [iroceedings jit ilnd, time. 'I'lie .same day I 
heard that the Karl ctf Halifax was eensureil litr accepting 
(with three nan’e) of a commissien from the King, to dis- 
])o.H(; of all ('cclesiasfical livings (as Vicars geiu'ral) in the 
King’s gift. It was calleil a kind of taking a braneh of 
the royal autlnu’ify to tliem.si*lvcs, (u* a .scrcmiing of Ma* 
jivsty^ that ought to transfer its own bounty to the subject. 
Tliere was no ctdour for this eomplaiiil, there being 
})reccHlents in the ease; aiul partieidarly when King 
Henry tlu; Kighth did vt‘sl ilu'same uulliorily (with muiL 
greater extent) in the .single person of my Iiord (‘rtanwell. 
When I told my lord of it, lie Iniiglmd at their nadiec-. 

Oetoln'i 1 # 'The King relurianl to Loiahm fnan New-’ 
market. 

Octoljfr 1‘k My hml told me that my laird Hhaftc'.s- 
bury had written to the Kitig that if lu* wtadd please, to 
release him out of piisim, lu; would eiigagi; to go toChru' 
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lina (a remote plantation), never more to return into 
England; that the King had refused him, and was re¬ 
solved to leave him to the law. He further told me that if 
it were not for the King of Erance’s interest here, he did 
not question but to put England into a very ha 2 )py state 
and condition in a short time. But there was now no 
hopes of a Parliament, except that King should make 
some new attempt upon Elanders, and an emergency of 
that kind might reconcile all things. 

This occasion liapj)ened soon after, for news came that 
the French king had taken Strasburg, whereby the com¬ 
mand of the Ehine would fall into his hands, which woidd 
so cut off the commerce and trade of the Low Couiitiics 
with Germany, that it must engage them to submit to 
France, except we entered into a league with the Low 
Countries to defend them against France; this tliey did 
very earnestly solicit. But our King could afford them ]io 
help without a Parliament to supj^ly him with money, 
which it was feared the present jealousies would either 
prevent; or if they gave him money, would not trust him 
with the disposal of it. Tlie King of France knew this, 
and made an advantage of it, so that the good my Lord 
Hahfax expected from this occasion did not a])pear very 
probable as yet. 

October 19. One Eons, a servant to Sir Tlioinas 
Player, chamberlain of London (a great ffnatic and o])- 
poser of the Court), being indicted at Guildiiall for high 
treason, the sheriffs of London packed a jury that ac¬ 
quitted him, for all there was plain evidence by six wit¬ 
nesses to prove the bill of indictment, yet the said grand 
jury found it ignoramus. Tliis was looked upon as the 
rnore irregular, because a grand jury ouglit to find the 
bills upon probable evidence, since that opens but the 
way to the second jury that is to find the prisoner guilty, 
or to acquit him, according as matter of fact sliall be 
proved against him. But so great was the anti-Court 
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interest tlicn in tlie City, that the juries would seldom find 
for the Xing. 

The same day my Lord Halifax going in my coach to 
Wliitehall, I desired liiin to speak to the King that I 
might be put into commission of the peace for Middlesex 
and Westminster. I thought it might give me an oppor¬ 
tunity to serve the King, and to make myself known to 
him in a province which I had diligently studied a great 
part of my life. His lordship at the same time said that 
he should be glad to see me in more considerable busi¬ 
ness than that, and believed that ere long an envoy or an 
ambassador would be sent to the Emperor, and that he 
would use his interest with the King to choose me for that 
service, but not except I desired it, and behoved the 
government of York would not fall veiy soon. I replied 
that my Lord Ercscheville was of great years, and not 
likely to recover to live very long. However, I left my¬ 
self entirely to his lordship’s disposal, and was willing to 
serve the King in such a station as he thought the fittest 
for me. 

The King talked to me a great while that evening in 
St. James’s Park, and at the Duchess of Portsmoutli’s. 
The subject was mostly of the late unjust verdicts and 
]n'ocecdings of the juries in London and Middlesex, as to 
which ho used this expression : ‘ It is a hard case that I 
am the last man to have law and justice in the whole 
nation.’ 

October 20. His Majesty went to see a new shijo 
launched at Deptford, in his bai'ge. I waited upon liiin 
to die Avater side, whore lie seeing me called me into the 
barge. Ho that was named to be captain gave the King a 
great dinner, where his Majesty commanded all the gen¬ 
tlemen to sit doAvn at the same table. He Avas very 
serious that day, and seemed more concerned than the 
greatest business did usually make him. 



broken tlie gaol at York and escaped, lie would be pleased 
to grant a reward of 20Z. to those that would apprehend 
him, and to make it known by issuing out a proclamation 
to that purpose. The truth was, he had committed 
several notorious robberies, and it was with great en¬ 
deavours and trouble that I had got him apprehended at 
the first; and since his escape, he had threatened the 
death of several justices of the peace, wherever he met 
them (though I never heard that I was of the number). 
The king’s answer (my Lord Halifax being present) was 
this, that a proclamation would cost him 100/., but he 
would order 20/. to be paid by the sheriif of that county 
to him that took him, wdierever it was ; and that it sliould 
be pubhshed by the Gazette^ which was the same thing. 
The rogue was taken not long after, and hanged at York. 

I had begged of tlie King some money tliat I had dis¬ 
covered in the hands of a convicted papist, whicli be¬ 
longed to my wife, her sister. My Lord Halifax spoke to 
my Lord Hyde, first Lord Commissioner of the Treasury, 
that dined there that day, to befriend me in the getting 
of it, which lie promised me, for it might first be for¬ 
feited to the King, before I could pretend to it, and then 
only of the King’s gift. 

October 29. A new lord mayor of London was 
chosen. The King behig invited, did him the honour to 
dine with him at Guildhall. The show and dinner were 
very great and splendid. I dined that day at the table 
of my lord mayor. 

November L I was to see my lord of Lanby in the 
Tower. He was not in charity with the then ministers, as 
appeared by his discourse, seeming to reflect upon them 
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as inclined too liivouraljly to the. Earl of Shaftesbury, and 
in other particulars. 

Novemher 5. 1 told the King the story of Sir Idenry 

Goodrickci, then ambassador in Spain, -whoni I culled 
In’other, of whom I had received a, late acH'ount, that 
going out to shoot some miles from Madrid, in liis return 
home he liglited upon some thieves that had set upon a 
coach full of hidies, with an intent to rob them; but 
before they could eili'ct it. Sir Henry a.ud his followers 
attacked them, wounded some and dispersed llie rest, and 
rescued the ladies. 

Noiwnher 0. I acquainted my Lord Halifax with 
what Avas the remark of my lord of Dtmby and others-— 
viz., that flui minisf.crs seemed more moderate in, the ease 
of my lord of Shaftc.sbury than henaoforc, mid that they 
treated Avith liim to li't him go at large. Itis ansAViT Avas 
that ])eoplc‘. Avm’c. too ready to pass their judgment; but if 
it Averc. so, Avhat could the King do butterp lie laid as good 
be sot at liberty upon terms as by a jury, Avhieh Avould be 
sure to acquit him should he be brought to tria,l, though 
never so guilty. Nor could lu> do tlu' King that ir.inu if 
he. Avere out, as such an act of mercy and li'gality Avould 
do him good, 'Hie same day one. of the under secretaries 
told me that the King Avould prosec.iite him to the utmost, 
and that there avus sidlicient matter against him. 

My Lord Jlalifax had spoken to my Itord Olmneellor 
to i)ut me into commission of the ])ea,cc for Middlesex, 
but he answered (as his lordsliip told nn^) that day, that 
he could not admit, me bt‘ca.use I was no freeholder in 
that comity. 1 ansAViU’cd that avus no reason ; for I could 
name several that had no more* freehold tha.n I, and yet 
Avere in commission, 'fhen said my Ihord Jlalifax, I Avill 
speak to liim again, that it. is fit latluT those should be 
put out or you accepted. His lordship did so, and my 
Lord Ohaucolior tlum thought it reasonable to name me 



lacctiiig witli some rubs by this diflorence;. Ho' 
King made them .frieiids tluit day ouiwardl 5 r 
tl 10 rouglily, for tliat was im[)ossible, they going; 
so diflerciit interests. 

November 28. The King resolved that 
SliafLCHbury should be brought to Iriul, to whiol 
a (X)mmis.sion of O}^!’ and Terminer was issued 
most capital tilings against him being coin 
London, the jury Avas returiUKl there for tlie 
tlie bill, and though there Avere eight AviUx< 
swore (o the bill, and a ]):iper Avas produced c 
matter of liigli treason, Avhieh Avas sworn to 1 
found.among the papers in his closet by a Se 
Btate, yet such Avere the times that the grand jur 
it in i'liioravim. 

Novein/xv' 28. He Avas enlarged upon ]:i 
corpus, and because the rabble in the City had r 
iires the day of the hill against liim lieing fom 
viur, the justices of the peace in London and i 
laid orders to prevent the like disorders tlia 
sending the constables and beadles to disperse s 
ings. A great many wi're jiailous considering 
Halifax’s relation to him, that he was not sor: 
Avas e.ome out of prison; and that which made 
it the more Avas, that waiting on his lordship a li 
I lound one of my Lord ShafLc.sbury’s gentlemen 
lordshi[). lEowever, my Lord Halifax denied it t 
SGiiously, and said he Avould speedily convince 
of the contrary by his demeanour in this partici: 
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November 29. It being tlie King’s custom, as he re¬ 
turned from his walk before dinner from St. James’s Park, 
to discourse thcj foreign ministers, who usually attended 
to meet ium in the ante-chamber, he did it that day 
upon the subject of the hard measure done him by my 
Lord Shaftesbury’s jury; and it lull to my share to ex¬ 
plain several things in French belbre his Majesty ndatiiig 
to that matter. 

December 1. A ])arti(ailar private sessions was ap- 
])ointed to be sat at Westminster to takci a return made 
by order of the King and Council of the number of all 
papists (foreign and others) residing within that liberty ; 
but the return was so dt'fective that upon my motion the 
constables were sent back and ordered to intike another a 
week after, and to give it in u])on oath. Matters ran very 
high at this time against tluit interest, 

December 4, Was at the sessions at Hick’s Hall for tin; 
county of Middlesc^x, where I assisted. Tlui same', day 
tlic King declared his displeasure against the Duke of 
Monmouth in several ])arl.iculars, but t!si)ecia]ly upon his 
ofToring to be bail for my Lord Shaftesbury, dllui next 
day lie disposed of the Master of the Horse’s place to the 
Duke of Eichraond, Ins sou by the Diuhess of Portsinoutli, 
and gave the command of one of Ins regiments of foot 
guards to the Duke of Grafton, his second natural son by 
the Duchess of Cleveland. The King, to coni])ly with thcj 
times—^Ibr everybody suspected itwa.s not his inedination 
—sent for the justic.es of the peace of Middlest'X to ap])ear 
before him in Council, wliere luj gavtj tlumi a scwcrc^ 
reprimand, for so remissly eiupiiring afttu tlu^ numbc.r of 
papists, and the pr'osecution of them. Ih* si)okii not him¬ 
self, but did it by my Lord Chancellor, and dirc‘c.t(Hl t.luit 
strict care should be had and taken about it for the time 
to come. 

The same day, coming from visiting the Duchess of 
Portsinoutli, my Lord Halifax took me Jiome with him 
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from Whitehall. I acquainted him on the way that the 
general report was that he opjDOsed the Duke ot York’s 
interest with the King, and his return into England from 
Scotland, which the Duke pressed extremely. He replied 
that it was well if the Duke’s being too hasty in that 
matter did not tmm to his injury ; that he had a sort of 
hungry servants about hun that were still pressing his 
return, and would never let him alone till, out ot interest 
to themselves, they put him upon that which would turn 
to the prejudice of their master by the ill-timing of it. 
The truth was, whilst the Dul?:e was near the King, every¬ 
body believed him led most by his advice, and conse¬ 
quently that popish counsels were most prevalent; and 
he did a great deal of good in Scotland by his influence 
and watchfulness in that mutinous kingdom. However, 
other causes were found out by the papists and the Duke’s 
creatimes for his stay there—viz., that it was to give 
better opportunity for his enemies to work him out of his 
brother’s good opinion ; and that tlie ministers might 
have the King to themselves, and guide him by their own 
influence. 

My Lord Halifax said at the same time Ihere was 
great partiahty in the judgment of men as to his particular, 
for in justice they should as well take notice of things 
done to the advantage of the Duke as wliat a])pGared to 
be otherwise; but nobody commended the ministers for 
getting in the Duke of Eichmoncl to be Master of Ihc* 
Horse to the prejudice of the Duke of Monmouth, which 
would prove a great bar to his return iicar the King, and 
the greatest service one could do to liis highness was to 
prevent the Duke of Monmouth’s coming to Court. 

December 10. I sent one Mr. St. Jolm to the gaol 
for wounding another gentleman whom he drew upcm, 
being drunk in the street. The poor gentleman that was 
wounded died the same day. 

December 12. My Lord Halifax said he had spoken 
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to the King of me, ami lliaf lie now hoped T slumld be 
sent abroad ypcH'tlily wi(h a very hoiiounilde eommlssiou. 

J)ece)nl)er 10. Tlu‘jusliee.s of (he peaee of Middle¬ 
sex, at Iliek’s Hall, resolved, in obedieuec' (o ilu' lawn and 
His Majesty’s eoinniamls in C’oiuudl, to put the laws in 
execution again.st rrote.^tanl di.ssenters and eonventiele.s. 

Deceinher IB. flaving wrilUm to my Lord llalitax 
to (hank him fur his late ussuranee that I wu.s in his 
thoughts, he (old me. (hut day there was .sonu* slop us to my 
being sent abroad, but that he would .slip no ojiportunity 
to do me a kindness either in that or some other thing ; 
ho found the King hud a good opinion of me, and was 
sunieieiitly dispo.sed to show m(‘ his favour. He told me 
further that had theri' been any eon.sidendde salary with 
it, he inleiided to have made me (Hit* of the klu.Mter of the 
Horse’s place for the Duke of Itiehmoml, who was too 
young to execute it in per.son, and therefore did it hy 
de])Uties. 

December Hh Came* the iiew.s of the Hurl of Argylls 
(‘ondeiimution in Heotlund, whieti mtieh diMeouragetl the 
rresbyteriuu interest botli tliere and in Hngland. 

December 20. Seven jiwtiee.s of the pem*e attemlinl 
the Bishop of lamchai to treat with him liy ortler of «e.S’ 
sions eoiieeriiing ueeommodating soun* Hreiieh rrofestunts 
with lodging in tluar great worklnnisi* at C'lm-kenwell, till 
they eould he .settled elsewhen*; ainoug.st whom I was 
ajipoiiiled to mamige that trt'Uly with the said bisliup, us 
proloeutor. 

December My Lord Halifax meeting me at tlu' 
Secretary’s, eurrii'cl me to dinnc*r, ami told me, by the 
way, that he. did belie\e that the diflieuliy wliifL had 
boeu started a.s to my being .soul abroad .semmal now to 
be removed in .sonu' measure, and tisul the King (who 
laid spoken kindly of me lately upon that oiTusitai) wiiuld 
send me in the quality of Hnvoy Hxtraordinary to the 
Court ofiJemuark, from vvdsenee my Jau’tl iiudeJiham was 

H 
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not long before recalled. This week no less than ten 
several duels were fougbt in London. 

December 25. Came news of the Earl of Argyll’s 
escape out of prison, at which the King seemed concerned, 
and of the King of Erance’s laying claim to the country 
of Liege. I received some days before some assurance 
of being elected burgess of Aldborough, in case of a new 
Parliament; but my Lord Halifax advised me to make 
no answer to them, till he saw more as to the su23posecl 
voyage. I that day, being Christmas Hay, received the 
sacrament at the Bishop of Ely’s chaj^el. 

December 28. My Lord Halifax directed me to be 
at Whitehall at the rising of the Cabmet Council, saying 
the King might possibly think fit to speak to me concern¬ 
ing going to Denmark; but he said nothing to me either 
then or before at the Duchess of Portsmouth’s, where 
his Majesty discoimsed with me ujoon other matters. 

Afterwards, my lord told me the King first intended 
to name me in Council for that embassy the Sunday 
following, but that I might depend upon the King. 

December 31. The Earl of Huntingdon, my Lord 
Elland, and some others, dined with me, where we ended 
the year in a more than ordinary debauch, which God 
forgive me, it being neither my custom nor inchnation 
much to do so. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

At Court—Mr. Thyirne and Lady Northumberland—Anecdotes of Halifax 
—Dauby in the Tower—An A)uba$sador from Morocco—Transportation 
of the six Priests—City Address to his Majeatj'—Lord Lumley—Great 

Bloods— Disagreement between Ministers about calling a Parliament_ 

Murder of Mr. Thynne—Political Importance attached to it—Reresby's 
Activity in investigating the Matter—Capture of the Murderers—The 
King’s Anxiety—Arrest of Count Coningsmark—Attempt to bribe 
Reresby—The Trial—Lord Erescheville—Prospects of Sir John’s 
succession to him at York—Sir Thomas Slingsby—Journey with Halifax 
—The Duke of York and Halifax—Charles’s Pursuits at Newmarket— 
Death of Erescheville—Reresby Governor of York—His Opponents— 
Pamily Troubles—Shipwreck of the Duke of York—^hlonmouth’s foolish 
Conduct towards Halifax—The Irish Lieutenant—Halifax’s Erankness 
in public Affairs—Reception of the new Governor at Y'ork—Conference 
with the Lord Mayor there—Hallamshire Smiths again—A Quarrel at 
Rotherham Sessions—Lords Halifax and Sunderland—Lieutenant Batty 
killed—Lord Elland and Lady Catharine Cavendish—Jealousies at 
Reresby’s Preferment—York Garrison—Disgrace of Lord Mulgrave— 
Entertainments at York—Alderman Ramsden—The Corporation threat¬ 
ened—Conditions of Submissiorr—Characters of York Citizens—An old 
English Christmas at Thryborgh. 

1082. 

January 1. At evening I met my Lord Halifax at his 
return from tlie Cabinet Council, who told me there was 
some stop as to the time of my going for Denmark, but 
not as to the thing, and if I stood in the King’s way 
he might possibly speak to me of it himself. Soon after 
the King came out into the withdrawing room, where the 
Queen was at cards, and seeing me there, told me in my 
ear that he expected some further account from the King 
of Denmark before he intended to send to that Prince, 
but whenever he sent he had pitched upon me for that 
service. I replied that his Majesty reposed a great trust 
in me, and one very honourable. I wished my capacity 
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miglit answer my desires and endeavours to serve aim, 
and tlieii I doubted not but I should bo able to elFect it. 
The King was pleased to answer that he made no doubt 
of that. 

My wife and eldest daughter being that night at Court, 
the ghd was taken notice of for handsome. 

January 2. I was to attend the French ambassador 
to give him an answer to a query he jmt to me the day 
before, how a French footman that had robbed his master 
at Paris might be taken and jmnished here, whore he had 
refuged himself. 

I dined that day with my Lord Halifax at my Lord 
Conway’s, Principal Secretary of Slate. I acquainted 
the King and my Lord Ilaliftix at the same time with 
an affidavit made before me, as a justice of the peace, 
the same day, concerning a ])re-contract between Mr. 
Tliynne and Mistress Trevor, before his marriage with 
my Lady ISrorthiunbcrlaud. For there were endeavomrs 
to null the said marriage, it not having been consummated, 
and my Lady Northumberland having fled from Mr. 
Thynne into Plohand. At all which the Court was not 
dissatisfied, the husband being one that had opposed its 
interest, and engaged himself in that of the Duke of 
Monmouth. 

January 3. I gave the King a copy of the affidavit, 
which he had commanded me to ])rcpare the day before. 
I was a long time that evening in discourse with the 
Duchess of Portsmouth, who was ill of a distemper, which 
she had long suffered under by fibs, and declared that 
night she would get leave of the King to go for cure of to 
the waters of Buxton. 

January 4. I carried a gentleman, one Mr. Grant, 
a great man of the fanatic party, to wait u])Ou my Lord 
Halifax, who acquainted him with several treaclieries 
committed by some great men and in good employment 
at Coiirt against his lordship, and that had been instru- 
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mental in exasperating the House of Commons against 
him in the late Parliaments; which my lord took as a 
service done him, since at the least he knew thereby how 
to avoid and beware of them for the future. The same 
time I brought a gentleman to my lord to ask him 
pardon for some things that he had been reported to have 
said of his lordship; and the truth is, not only from 
policy (which teaches that we ought to let no man be our 
enemy when we can help it), but from his dis])osition, I 
never saw any man more ready to forgive than himself, 
and I remember his expression to him was this : ‘ Sir, if 
3 roii have not said the words, I am very glad of it; if yon 
have, I am so too that you find enuse to be of another 
mind.’ In some ])rivate discourse at the same time, his 
lordship told me that those that belonged to the Duke of 
York made him mad, for that there were few amongst 
them that had common sense. He then spoke that a 
Parliament was not hir off. 

January 5. I went to see my Lord of Danby at the 
Tower, where he told me several parthmlars of my Lord 
Simderland’s railing against my Lord Halifax (tliough his 
brother-in-law). I found he spoke this Avith some satis¬ 
faction, being himself no friend to that earl; but I prci- 
siimed to tell his lordslhp, that as I was a friend to them 
both, I wished that ho, as a ])riHoner, would forget all 
thnigs of animosity against, one in ])owcr, as my Lord 
Hahfax was, for when a Parliament (‘.ame his lordshi]) 
might need the assislunce of liim and liis friends. 

That evening I was invited to a club of aldermen of 
the City, and some nuin of ([iiality at Court, that met to 
consult for the King’s servici^, and tluna'. found that daily 
the King’s interest iinjmovcKl within llui limits of London. 

Upon the 11th the Moroccai ambassador had his 
audience, who was receivc'd with a inorci than ordinary 
ceremony, the King bdieving that a comnu'rce between 
that Emperor and this kingdom might prove of great ad- 
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vantage to us, we Iiaving so fit a place for a staple and 
storelionse of our own commodities upon their continent 
as Tangiers. That aiiibassaclor’s present to the King was 
two lions and thirty ostriches, which his Majjesty laughed 
at, saying he knew nothing fitter to return for them than 
a fiock of geese. 

January 19. This day I was at the Old Bailey, 
where the sessions began. The sheriffs of London had 
some days before been blamed by the King in Council for 
not obeying his Majesty’s order for the transporting of six 
popish priests, wliich they had exemsed themselves in, as 
not having his Majesty’s public- directions or order before, 
and pretending some defect in the warrant they had re¬ 
ceived ; but they did then promise to obey it. However, 
this day they made new scruples what to do in that matter, 
telling all the judges then present in sessions that they 
durst not deliver up the said priests, being condemned per¬ 
sons, without either having a pardon from them, a habeas 
corpus^ or an order of that court, and desiring the judges’ 
opinion at the same time; but tlieir lordships refused to 
give them directions therein. All which matter I gave 
the King and my Lord Halifax an account of that night. 
The same day I inoved the justices of the peace for Mid¬ 
dlesex, at the adjournment of the sessions at noon, to this 
purpose—that the first address of thanks to the King for 
his gracious declaration had been offered by them, and 
since followed in all parts of England ; but that the jus¬ 
tices of the ]:)eace for the counties of Dorset and Somerset 
had now antienpated them in another address to his 
Majesty, whereby they did express their detestation of an 
association discovered by the trial of my Lord Shaftesbiuy, 
proofs of it being found in his closet, containing abso¬ 
lute rebellion and subversion of the government; hut 
that I hoped they would follow at least the example of the 
said counties, by tlie like application to his Majesty, which 
they unanimously consented to, and ordered Sir William 
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Smith, the then chairman, to draw up an address accord¬ 
ingly. That night I waited upon the King in the bed¬ 
chamber, where I told him what I had done, desiring to 
know his pleasure if he approved it, to the end I might 
therefore advise the justices to proceed as they had re¬ 
solved, or to desist, the day following being the end of 
oim sessions. His Majesty replied that when the late 
addresses had first begun, he was not much satisfied with 
them^ but when they began to increase he was glad to 
find them so numerous, and that he was of the same 
opinion in this particular, and should be pleased that this 
abhorrence of the association might prove as general as 
the former addresses. His Majesty, amongst several other 
expressions to me at the same time, said these words : 

‘ that he thanked me for my endeavours in this and other 
particulars of his service, that whenever I had a mind, 
that I should freely have access to him, for he had a kind¬ 
ness for me, and a good opinion of my judgment.’ The 
intended address being drawn up and communicated to 
the justices for their approbation by the chairman. Sir 
William Smith, I made some objections against the 
form, it being too severe, and reflected upon the jury that 
had acquitted my Lord Shaftesbury, and upon his lord- 
ship, it not being our business to arraign persons over 
again, or to censure men but the thing of the association ; 
whereupon it was referred to Mr. Eridgeman and me to 
alter, winch we did to the satisfaction of all the gentle¬ 
men. We went that night to present it to his Majesty, 
who received it very graciously, assurmg us he would 
ever govern accordmg to the known laws. 

January 22. I dined with my Lord Lumley at my 
Lord Feversham’s, when my Lord Lumley declared his 
speedy intentions of quitting his place of Master of the 
Horse to the Queen, which he had thus long enjoyed as in¬ 
independent of the Master of the Horse to the King. The 
Duchess of Portsmouth had prevailed with the King to 
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alter his patent, and to make him an officer under the 
Duke of Eiclnnoiid, contrary to his promise. And, indeed, 
the duchess was sometimes to blame in things of this 
nature; for she, to show her power with the King (which 
was very great) and her friendship to some, would often 
make the King break his engagement to others, which 
was not to his honour. And yet his Majesty was not at 
this time to be charmed with her. I found this day that 
one of the three ministers was recomnling himself to a 
great man that was no friend to my Lord Halifax, which 
I acquainted my lord with, lest it might prove to his 
disadvantage, which he told me would be of good use to 
him. That night I discoiused with the King a great 
while at my Lady Portsmouth’s. 

January 28. Came the news from Flanders of vast 
damage done to Ostend, Antwerp, and other parts of that 
country, by the greatest inundation that ever was known. 
Holland also suffered so vastly by those floods, that the 
greatest part of Zetland was laid imder water, several 
towns and villages, with their inhabitants, were drowned, 
insomuch as it was believed that to repair the losses would 
cost ton millions sterling. The levels in Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire were by the same fate laid under water. 
The continual rains of this winter had occasioned those 
floods wliich were almost without intermission, nor was 
there any frost longci' than for one night, or any snow all 
that time, till the beginning of February. 

How was the great ex})octatioii whether a Parliament 
would be called or not, the Ministers of State not agreeing 
ill the thing. My Lord Halihix argued for it for these 
reasons—that all Christendom desired it, France only 
excejited, and nothing ought to discourage it at home, hut 
the fear that they might fly upon high points, which, if 
they did, the King might dismiss or dissolve them when 
he pleased, and show the world that it was their fault, 
not his, that he endeavoured to give satisfaction to his 
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people by frequent Parliaments. But if the King and 
they agreed, his Majesty would tlien gain the great point 
to be united at home, and formidable abroad. Seymour 
and Hyde, that were more in the Buke’s interest, 
were against it, feaiing that not only the succession, 
blit themselves, might be attacked in die next Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Fehrmhj 4. I received the sacrament in ordt'r (o 
the taking the oaths as a jnstic^e of the ])eacc, which I 
performed at the King’s Bench bar on the 5th. 

February 12. There haptiened the most bmiiarous 
minder that had taken place in England for some time. 
jTr. Thynne, a gentleman of 9,000/. a year—lately married 
to my lady Ogle, who, repenting of the match, had fled 
from him into Holland before they were bedded—was set 
upon by three ruffians, and shot to death us he was 
coming along the street in his coach. He being one 
deeply engaged in the Duke of Monmouth’s interest, it 
was much feared what construction might bo made of it 
by that party—the autliors escaping and not known. I 
was .at Coint that evening, when tlie King hearing the 
news, seemed much conc.erncd at it, not only for the horror 
of the action itself, to whidi his good nature was very 
averse, but also apprehending the ill constructions which 
the anti-Coint party iniglit make of it. 

At eleven o’clock the same night, as I was going into 
bed, Mr. Thymic’s gentleman came to me to grant a hue 
and cry, and soon, after the Duke of Monmouth’s page, to 
desire me to come to his master at Mr. Thynnefs lodging, 
sending his coacli to fetch me. I found him sumninded 
with several gentlemen and lords, fricinds to Mr. Thynne, 
and Mr. Thymic nioiially wounded by five bulkits, which 
had entered his belly and side, shot from a blunderbuss. 
I granted immediately several waiTunts to search for per¬ 
sons suspected to be ].)rivy to the design, and that might 
give some intelligence of the ])artics that had acted that 
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murder . At the last, by intelligence from a -chairman 
that had the same afternoon conveyed one of the ruffians 
from his lodging in Westminster to take horse at the 
Black Bull, and by a woman tliat used to visit that gen¬ 
tleman, the constables found out his lodging in West¬ 
minster, and there took his man, a Swede, who heino- 
brought before me, at last confessed that he served a 
gentleman, a German cai')tain, who had told him that he 
had a quarrel with Mr. Tliynnc, and had often appointed 
him to watch ]jis coach as he passed by ; and particularly, 
that day, so soon (is the captain did know the coach was 

gone by, he had booted himself, and with two others_a 

Swedish lieutenant and a Polander—gone, as he supposed, 
in quest of Mr. Thymic on horseback. By this servant I 
further iiiidorstood, where X) 0 ssibly the captain and his 
two friends might be found; and after having searched 
several houses with the Did^e of Monmouth, Lord 
Mordaunt, and others, as he directed us, till six o’clock 
in the morning, having been in chase almost the whole 
night, I ]')ersonally took the captain at the house of a 
Swedish doctor in Leicester Fields, I going first into the 
room, followed by my Lord Mordaunt. I found him in 
bed, and his sword at some distance from him upon the 
table, which I first seized, and afterwards his person, 
committing him to two (ionstables. I wondered to see 
him yield iq) himself so tamely, being ccrtamly a man of 
great courage, for he api)earcd imconcerned from the 
beginning, notwitlistanding he was very certain to be 
found the chief actor in the tragedy. This gentleman 
had not long before commanded the forlorn hope at the 
siege of Mons, where only two besides himself, of fifty 
under his command, (;amc off with life. For which the 
Prince of Orange made him a lieutenant in his guards, 
and the King of Sweden ga-sx* him afterwards a troop of 
horse. 

Several persons suspected for accessories and the two 
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splices—viz., the Swedish lieutenant and tlio Polander 
names were Stern and Porosky, and the eaptaiids 
\ IVatz)—were soon after taken by (‘onstabUvs with 
^arrant, and hroiiglit to my liousi', wIuto, ])t‘rore I 
^ finisli all the examinations, the .King sent, fur me to 
h him in Council, wliich was called on |)iirj)ost' for 
occasion, with the j)risoners and papers. Hi.s 
,^ty ordered me to inform him of my proci'eding in 
-piatter, both as to the way of the pen’sons’ a.j)prc'lH'u- 
and their examinations, and tlien (‘xnmiiUHl lliem 
^If, giving me orders at the rising of the CV)inicil to 
^^hathad been said there into writing and fi>rin, in 
j; to the trial. This took me u]) a gix^at piirl. of the 
though I desired Mr. Bridgc'nnin, one of (lui elcnks 
yO, Council and a justice of the peace*, to assist me in 
matter both for the dispa,tell and my siHuirily, the 
-y of the thing requiring it, as will appear liei’cafter. 
i^ehruanj lb. The Council meeting again, amongst 
things to examine the governor to young (Joiiiit 
ugsmark, a young gentleman nisident in Monsieur 
^ert’s academy in London, sui)i)osed to hi* privy to 
ouirder. The King sent Ibrhiin to attend tlu> Coimeil, 
t-e he confessed that tlio oldest Count Coningsmark, 
had been in England some months bt'fort^, autl hacl 
e addresses to my lady Ogle iHibri' slu* laid married 
Thynne, had ten days before the murder come 
^nito into England, and lay disguised till it was (*.om- 
ed. This gave great cause of suspicion that (he said 
it was in the bottom of it. Whereupon his Majesty 
manded me to go search his lodging, which I ikt- 
led with two constables, but found he was gom*, llui 
after the deed was done, betimes in the morning ; of 
-'h I presently returned to giv'o th(\ King an account. 

I several times after this attended the King, botli 
fitely and in Council, to inform liim from time to 
-5 as new matter did occur. Ujion the. wliolc we dis- 
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covered, ])artly by tlie confession of the ruffians, and b 
die information of others, that captain Fratz had hee 
eight years a companion and particular friend to Com 
Coningsmark, one of the greatest men in the kingdoi 
of Sweden, liis uncle being at that time governor ( 
Pomerania, and near being married to that King’s aunt 
that whilst ho was here in England some months befor 
and had made addresses to the Lady Ogle, the on 
daughter and heiress to the Earl of Northumberlan 
married after to the now murdered Mr. Thynne, the sa: 
count had resented something done towards him as f 
affront from the said Mr. Thynne, and that the sa- 
c.a])tain, out, of friendsliip to the Count (but as he tin 
pretended not with his privity), was resolved to be r 
venged of him. To which intent he, with the assistan 
of the said Stmu and Borosky, had committed this i 
liJirbaroiiH act, by obliging the latter to discharge a hlu; 
derbuHs u])on him in his coach, the others being preser 
I was glad to find in this whole affair that no Englii 
])crson nor interest was ('oncerned, the fanatics havii 
biizzc'.d it culready abroad that the design was chief 
aejainst the Duke of Monmouth; and I had the Kim 
tlianks oftener than once, my Lord Halifax’s also, and 
sevinal othins, for my diligent discovery of the true can 
and oc.casion as well as the authors of this matter. L 
truth is tlic Duke of Monmouth was gone outof thecoa* 
from Mr. Thynne an hour before; but I found, by the co 
fession both of Stern and Borosky, that they were order 
not to shoot in c.ase the Duke were with him in the coac 
It was miudi susjiected all this while that Cou 
Coningsmark was not yet over sea; and on the 20tli 
was found by the Duke of Monmouth’s servant disgiiis 
at Gravesend alone, imining out of a sculler, intending t 
next day to go aboard a Swedish ship. The King havi 
notice, called an extraordinary Council to examine h: 
that afternoon, at which I was present. He appear 
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before tbe King witli all the assurance imaginable ; was a 
fine gentleman of his j^erson ; liis liair was tlio longest for 
a man’s I ever saw, for it came below bis waist, and bis 
parts were very ciuick. His examination before tbe King 
and Council was very superficial, but lie was after that 
appointed tbe same day to be examined, by order of the 
King in Council, by tbe lord chief justice, Mr. Bridgeman, 
the Attorney-General, and myself. It was acxiordingly 
done, but he confessed nothing as to his being cither 
privy or concerned in the murder, laying his lying here 
concealed upon the occasion of his taking physic for a 
disease, and therefore was unwilling to discover himself 
till he was cured ; and bis going away in a disguise after 
the fact was done, upon the advice of some friends, -who 
told him that it would refiec't on him were it known he 
was m England, when a person that ^vas his friend was 
under so notorious a suspicaon for (!ommitting so black a 
crime; and therefore did eudciavour to get away, not 
knowing how far the laws of this hind might for that very 
reason make him a party. 

February 21. This night I was with the King at his 
going to bed, where, discoursing as to this matter, I found 
he was willing Count Coningsraark might come off. 

Sir Thomas Tliynnc tolling my Lord TIalilax that I 
had taken a groat deal of ])ains in this mattiir, liis lordship 
bestowed a greater c.ompliment iqmn me (being then 
present) than I deserved, saying, ‘ He doth not only behave 
himself well in this, but in all other things which he 
undertakes.’ 

February 25. The King being to go wSpeedily to Kew- 
market, and it being re]:)ortod that the Luke of York was 
to come from Scotland to make a visit to his Majesty 
there, I pressed my Lord Halifax to fix the government 
of York, which the King had ])romised me, lost it might 
likewise be desired by his highness for Sir Thomas 
Slingsby, who was well in the Luke’s favour, and who 
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having some time before ^mrchased the Lord Fresche\dlle’s 
troop of horse, was very desirous to succeed him in that 
government also, either by purchase or favour. 

February 26. A gentleman that kept the French 
academy in London, one Monsieiu: Faubert, came and 
desired me to direct him, if there was any method to be 
followed, for the saving of Coimt Coningsmark’s life, in¬ 
sinuating at the same time that as he was a gentleman of 
a vast estate, he was sensible he could not lay it out to 
greater advantage than to support his innocence, and to 
secure him against the danger of the law in a strange 
country. I told him that if he was innocent, the law 
would acquit him, though he were a foreigner, as well as 
if he were a native ; but that he ought to be careful how 
he made any offers of that kind, it being rather the way 
to make a man of honour his enemy than to gain him for 
his Mend. This was one of the first bribes of value that 
ever was offered me, wdiich I might safely have gotten 
without discovery, and without doing much for it; but I 
always believed that money so gotten was no addition to 
what we possess, but rather the cause of its waste —wale 
parta male delahuntur —and therefore I denied it as I 
ever did, and I hope shall be able to resist temptations of 
that nature. 

February 27. The bills against the three murderers 
of Mr. Thymie had been found against them as principals, 
and against the Count as accessory at the sessions at 
Ilicks Hall, which had begun on the 20th of February, 
and ended on the 28th; all the rest of the persons appre¬ 
hended or boimd over for that offence being reserved as 
witnesses till the trial. On the 28th they were tried at 
the Old Bailey, where, after a trial that lasted from nine 
in the morning till five in the afternoon, and a very strict 
prosecution by the relations of Mr. Thynne, the three 
were brought in principals of the said murder, and re¬ 
ceived sentence of death accordingly. The Count was 
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aciiuil.ted us not lU'C'cssory by t.ho suuio jury, it being per 
Diedietateui uecordhig to t.ho privilege of struiigers. 

I earned the King the news the first of this, who was not 
displeased to hear that it had passed in this inaiuuT. The 
party of the Duke of Monniouth, who all ap])eared to 
countenanee the proseiaitioii, were extremely concerned 
that the Count did esi'.ape. 

March 2. I told my Lord Halifax that, the better to 
secure the govermiieut of York, 1 was willing to purchase 
the present possession of the govermiieut, if my Lord 
Dresclieville would quit it for a reasonable rate, which it 
was not unlikely he would do, considering Ids age and 
hdirmity. llis lordship told me he tliought it not so 
prudent to venture to give money upon it, considering 
my Lord Fresc.hcville s age; but if I desired it ho would 
speak to the King, anti ()bt.alu leave to treat with him 
about it. Thti same night his lordship carried me to his 
Majesty in the betlchamber, there being no person pre¬ 
sent but we three.. His Majiisty told me I had leave lo 
buy the ])resent possession of that command, if Fresche- 
ville and I could agree on the price ; liiit he advised me 
against it, saying it was imjiossible his loixlshij) could live 
two months, being burnt down to the socket (as his 
Majesty termed it) or quite' wasted ; but that he left it to 
my own choice, assuring me of this, that if I survived 
him I should certainly succeed him in tluit comnuind ; 
that neither Bir Lhomas Blingsby nor otliers should de- 
])rive me of it, tliough the Dukis himself should intercede 
fortliem; and that I should liave the first independent 
company that fell, though siicli a vac.ancy should fall out 
before the government. M.y Lord Halifax told the King 
tliat he should be glad to see me ac.tually in some place 
of credit in lus service, for that nobody deserved it more 
or was better able to servi' his Majesty than myself. Tlie 
King rc])lied tluit he knew it. j\I 1 .1 saiil was, that 
though I could not pretend to merit the character his 
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lordship had given of me, yet I should ever make it my 
business to be as faithful and diligent in any post where 
his Majesty should please to place me as another. I 
desired time to consider what I should do as to the pur¬ 
chase, and that his Majesty would please, liowever, to 
continue me governor of Burlington, and tlie salary 
belonging to it of 200^. a year (which the Commissioners 
of the Treasury were endeavouring to retrench), which 
his Majesty did perfectly promise me. 

March 3. I thought it was better to try the con¬ 
tinuance of my Lord Frescheville’s health a while longer 
than to purchase; especially hearing that he was not 
likely to live very long; and the truth is, I rather did 
this to fix the thing by getting a re-assurance of the King’s 
promise on that particular, than out of any design to buy, 
from the beginning. My Lord of Halifax this day ob¬ 
tained from the King for me, that I might put in caveats 
in the office of both secretaries to prevent the obtaining 
of the next independent company that fell by any other 
person. And the King, at my own request, was pleased 
to promise me that when a vacancy did happen among 
his pages of honour, tliat he would take my second son, 
Tamworth, into that place, of which I was glad, believing 
that he might prove very fit, by reason of his quickness 
and apprehension, for a court. There was nothing to be 
said against so considerable a preferment for a younger 
son, but the vices of the place (to wliicli youth is more 
apt to incline than riper age); but God’s grace is sufficient 
to steer and direct men in all places. 

This afternoon I went in the barge of the Duke of 
Albemarle with his grace and the ambassador of Morocco, 
to the bear-garden, to see the baiting of bulls and bears 
for the diversion of his excellency. 

March 4. The King and Queen went to Newmarket; 
the Duchess of Portsmouth went the day before for 
France. 
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MctrcJi ] 0. 4'he captciiu and the otlier two, that were 
guilty of Mr. Tliynno’s luurder, were lumgcd in the aame 
street where it was committed. The captain died without 
any expression of fear, or laying any guilt iLj)on Coiuit 
Coniiigsmark. Seeing me in my coach as he passed by 
in the cart to exec.ution, he bowed to me with a steady 
look, as he did to tliose he knew amongst the spectators, 
before he 'was turned olf; in iinc, his whole carriage, 
from liis first being ai)[)rehended till the last, relished 
more of gallantry than religion. 

IClio part I had in the discovery and jirosccution of 
this murder made me geiuu’ally known in the new cm- 
])loymeiit of justlc-e of the iieace for Middlesex and West- 
iniiister; and there ]iap[)eiUHl anolher thing that assisted 
to it in some measure, which was the setting up of a 
manufacture of wool for the maintenance of the j)oor in 
St. Martins parish, which was very mucli oppressed with 
them before, and to which niy endeavours did muc-h con- 
trilmte. 

]\favcJi. 12. 1 (is highness tlie Duke of York arrived- 
at Newmarket from Scotland, which he had long en¬ 
deavoured to gi't leave to do, some advising the King 
against it. 

Df/urli IG. My ford Halifax told me I must gtj 
with him the next day in Ids own coaeli to Newmarket, 
which I accepted of as a great lionour done to me. lie 
(‘oinplainod to me the same da.y of some hardships ho 
lay under in the. administrat ion of jmhlio concerns from 
the great indiscretions of some near the King; whom, 
notwithstanding the King very well knew and laughed at 
in jirivate, yet entrusted in great affaii’s. 

'Mavc.k 17. J'ixeept myself, tluTe bthig nobody in the 
coach with his lordship, he diseoursed with me concerning 
his son, several other private mattm's and some public, 
expressing in all h(> said the wonlt'd goodness, honour, 
and discretion, with which he always both apoko and 
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acted ; foi' certainly there never lived a man in the world 
of more wit and judgment than himself. Amongst other 
things lie was saying how free he had been with the Duke 
of York in the point of changing his religion : for he had 
written to him, that except he became a Protestant, his 
friends would be obliged to leave him, like a garrison 
that one could no longer defend ; and that his highness’s 
answer was that then his case was more desjierate than 
he understood it to be before, for that he could not alter 
his principles. However, he doubted not but his highness 
would receive him with kindness (as lie did, and in truth 
had great reason to do), for it was his lordship’s industry 
and arguments in the- House of Lords chiefly that 
stemmed the tide as to the Bill of Exclusion in that 
assembly. 

March IS. We arrived before noon at Hewmarket; 
that day I was jiresented to the Duke by my Lord Hali¬ 
fax, who was very kind to me in his expressions. I 
received an a(;(;ount there of my Lord Frcscheville’s being 
desperately ill, aiid my lord thought flt to ])iit the King 
again in mind of his jiromise to me of the government of 
York, lest Sir Thomas Slingsby, who had a design to get 
tliat reversion (liaving bought my Lord Ereschevillc’s 
troop of horse sonui mouths before with that intent), should 
st 0 ]) in before mi', lie having just at that time brought up an 
address to his Majesty from ihe grand juries and Ihe gentry 
at the assizes at York,in abhorrence of the association found 
in. the Earl of Shaftesbury’s closet. My lord stayed there 
till the 26th. I lay in the same lodging with his lordshi]), 
and was ’presented to his royal highness by my lord, who, 
after great outward expressions of respect and kindness 
to his lordship, and a long private audience given him, 
received me also very obligingly. The King was so much 
])leascd with the country, and so grea,t a lover of Ihe 
diversions which that ]jlace did aflbrd, that, he let himself 
down Ifom Majesty to the very di'gree of a country gi'iitle- 
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man. He. mixed himself miioiigst the crowd, allowed 
every man to speak 1o him that ])leased; wtait a-liawking 
in the mornings, to cock-matclies in llie afternoons (if 
there were Jio horsc'-races), and 1o plays in tlu; (wenings, 
acted in. a harn, and hy very ordinary Jlarllenunvrair 
comedians. My Lord nalifax was not only pleascal lo 
jiiake me the (‘()m])anion of his journey, but lo own iiu'. 
in all com])a.ni('S, and take, me with him to all ])hices. 
We commonly dined, during his lordship’s stay (here, 
e.ither at my Jjord Conway’s, llu^ hreuch Ambassa,dor’s, 
or the Duke, of All)emarl('.’s. Tlic c'rowd was so grcait 
here by reason of the Duke’s lirst arrival tlau'e, of every¬ 
body coming to wait upon him, and of scwciral abhoiTenees 
brought up and presented lo the King from all pa.rls of 
England, that there were not bc^ds for tlui company. My 
Lord IlaliCax renewed his rcupu^sl. for mi', to the King 
concerning the government of York, lest otluTs might 
have it. Ilis Majesty said Iic' might rely upon his word 
in it. 

iVfardi 27. At our return to Loudon, I found his 
lordship Eresc.heville could not. live, many days; and hi', 
being de.ad tlii' 2ud of /\pril, 1 vi'tiirniKl to Newmarki't. 
with my Lord Halifax’s letti'i' to (lit; King. 

April 4. Ilis lordship showed me thi' letter bi^rorii it. 
was sealed, and there weri' in it tliese kind ('Xpri'SHlous : 
that hi', did ri'commend mi! to his Majasty for tlu^ employ¬ 
ment he. laid proiuisi'd UK', (my .Lord Ereschevilli' l)eiug 
dead), which he. did thi^ rather be.causii he had heard 
him express his good opinion of me so often, and that he 
knew I was abli'. to serve his hlajesty in (hat or a. gri'ater 
employme.nt; for his own private friendship should iievi'P 
prevail with him to oiler any pi'rson to his service' that, 
was not in his judgmiiut. fpialitled for it, i.kc. 

His Maje.sty Inning read the letter, (old me (hat my 
hol’d Halifax uee.ded not. liave written so muih in iiiy 
commendations, for that he did very well rmuember hin 
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promise, and was as read}" to perform it from liis own 
disposition to be kind to me as from his lordship s roeoni- 
mending of me. 

At my leaving London I had endeavoured by my 
Lord Halifax’s interest with iny Lord Hyde (who was 
Chief Commissioner of the Treasury) to obtain Ins consent 
that I might petition the Ivmg for the same allowance as 
governor as my Lord Frescheville, which was five hun¬ 
dred pounds per annum. But his lordship pleaded the 
King’s poverty, and would not consent to it. However, 
I presumed to ask it of his Majesty, Avho did gi'aciously 
bestow not only that upon mo, but all the privileges and ad¬ 
vantages that his lordshi]) formerly enjoyed as governor, 
as the use and benefit of the King’s house, there called 
the Manor, &c.; for upon the first promise I only ex¬ 
pected 300/. yearly salary. And here I have reason to 
praise Almighty God that, considering I had no great 
relations or friend to assist or help me, but those God had 
raised up to mo by my OAvn industry ; no extraordinary 
parts, and a very mean figme or person; he Avas pleased 
to gwe me so honourable and profitable an pmplopnent, 
Avhen men much exceeding me in quahty, merit, and in 
service to the Crown, Avere ready to starve for bread. I 
had considerable rivals in this pretension, the Earls of 
Huntingdon, of Scarsdale, and of Bmlington, aa4io being 
lord lieutenant of the West Eiding, opposed mo in it, 
looking upon it as an encroachment upon his command. 
My Lord Conyers was another that expected it. Sir 
Thomas Slingsby and others; but the King stood by me 
against all pretenders. 

I afterwards acqumnted the Duke Avith it, who told 
me that the King ever expressed himself kind towards me; 
that he Avas very Avell pleased Avith it, and that he Avas 
glad it was in so good hands. 

I had for some days much trouble in this business, 
and chiefly by the means of my Lord Burlington, Avho 
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hearing that tlic (‘.omnnnid of tlie militia within the city 
of York was givcni to mo by my commission (he being the 
lord lieutenant of tha,t pLice), opi)oscd my having that 
power; but the King ordercnl it tliut when they were 
tlicre as part of (lu^ garrison, they should be (.'.oinmanded 
by me; or in case of tumults, insurrections, or other 
occasion, wliorc I slioidd Jiavc need of them, for his 
Majesty’s stanic.c', 

April 20. His liiglnu'ss laid a, s[)lcjndid entertainment 
by the Arlilhivy Company of tlui City of London, of wliich 
I was that day made* frc'c I)y liis liiglmcss the Duke ot‘ 
York’s command. 

April 2.-). I had tlie gcmeral congratulations of my 
accpiaintaiua^, which was very great amongst all sorts of 
])eople by reason of my being so long known at Court, and 
my laU'. acting as a. justice' of peace in Middlesex, when? I 
had behaved myst'If in some remarkable coiic.erns with 
all the diligence and iiUc'grily I was al)k? to express. 

0.iiis day his Majesty and the? Duke*, with the Queen, 
went to eoiitimu' at Windsor. 

April 20. My Lord Halifax told nu; sonu? of my 
adversaries, or rallic?r eoni|)e(i(ors Jis to my lati? cmiploy- 
meiit, had eiideiivourc'd (o n'presmit me. as not having any 
considerable inh'rest in my country, which his lordship 
know, he said, to 1 h‘ malicious. 

April 25. His l()rdshi[) dc.'slred me to go with him 
and my Lord Hyde to dine with my Cord Mayor ; when? 
their lor(lHlii[)S wen'e? reec'ivc'd with gr(?at re,Hpeet. After 
dinner, we. drank more' healths than was usual. 

April 28. I went to Windsor (several more ji.ist.ices 
of tin? peace? for Westminster following the. day after), 
to present an address to llu? King from the gi’and jury for 
that liberty and tlumiselves; wlii(’.h the King (and e-spe- 
eudly the Duke of York) reeeive’d very kindly, there 
being SOUK? expiussioiis thert'in of thanks to llu? King for 
his love and care of his brother; and his highness told 
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me in particular that he ever expected my assistance in 
that kind where it came before me that hiinself should be 
concerned. 

There happened an accident here in which I was con¬ 
cerned ; for my boy, knockhig at the door of a gentleman 
where his lodger was sick in bed, tlie servant of the gentle¬ 
man that was sick came out and ofierecl some affront 
by language for the boy’s knocking so hard. Another 
gentleman’s man came out upon the alarm, and after that 
a third, giving me very ill language, and fetcliing each of 
them a stick, threatened to strike me if I would not de¬ 
part, and upon my taking hold of one of them were as 
good as their word. At the last I was forced to retire, 
and soon after returning with my friend to learn the 
names of their masters, to make them give me satisfaction, 
they proved to be two of her Majesty’s priests. Tiie 
next day the priests sent their servants to be dealt with 
as I should appoint, which was all the reparation to be 
expected from persons of their function. 

April 30. I returned for London. 

May 3. The Duke of York returned for Scotland by 
sea, and I went with my Lord Falkland, my Lord Lexin- 
ton and others, in iny lord’s barge down with the Duke, 
till he went aboard his yacht. He then proposed to 
return, and bring the Duchess in a month’s time. 

I found at this time that my only sister, who was then 
about forty years of age, and had lived with the reputation 
of a discreet woman, finding that no better fortune did 
offer itself (for she was not handsome), was very near 
being married to an Irishman, who bad raised himself 
from a common soldier to the degree of a lieutenant in 
the French army, but had little or no estate, hut the pay 
of a reformed officer. I did all I could to prevent a mis¬ 
fortune of this kind both to herself and licr family; and 
by threats of what I would do to her, and by disparage¬ 
ments of her gallant, I thought I had prevailed with her 
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to think of him no more ; when tlic next day I found (by 
his sending a gcntlcinaii to enquire of me, and my brother 
the captain, who it was that liad informed ns of sucli 
reports to liis prejudice) slie iield a corrcs])ondence yet 
with him, and told him what we had said of liim. AVe 
told him we were not to name authors, but should be 
able to prove both his meanness of estate and his once 
having been a common soldier, and that I ■would never 
consent to her marriage with him ; and the same day I so 
far prevailed with her as to leave her lodgings, and to 
come and protect lu'.rsclf in my house. After this I 
hourly ex])ccted to hear from him, for the man was bra.ve, 
and had killed a geutlemau in a duel in hrance—one. Ilud- 
som At the last he, wrote several letters to her ; in one 
of which, that ca,mc to my hand, he said he knew how to 
resent it from those that should liinder his seeing lier; 
however, he never took that ('ourse, {ind I prevailed with 
her to go with me into Yorksliire. 

May 9. I had a long dis(’()iirs{‘ with my liiord 
Halifax as to several concerns. I Ibund he was veuy 
steady for a rarliament, and thought (hat the ,l)uk(‘ had 
gotju) advan(,age in the King’s good opinion by liis jouriuy 
into Itngland; nor indeed wcux' the King’s own friends 
much pleased with it; but his scTvnnts, that gained by his 
being here, ])ut him upon it. 

May 10. Came the n(^ws that liis highness had like 
to have been cast awa,y in his joiirmy to f)Cotland. 'I’he 
ship was .lost by running upon the sands in Yarmouth 
Beads, and several of the passengers lost; but tins was 
soon after contradicted. 

That day I took the oaths as govermm of York, and 
justice of the ])eace wilhiii the liberty of St. Ik'ter in 
’York. I was in all the.se commissions at that tinu‘, viz.: 
as governor of York, governor of Ihirllngl.on, captain of 
a troop of horse in the West Biding of the c.ounty of 
York, justici'. of the peace for that riding, for Middlesex, 
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for Westminster, and the liberty of St, Petor within the 
city of York; as also deputy lioiitonaiit for the West 
Eiding. 

The same day, going to dine with tlio Karl of Ailes- 
biiry, my wife and eldest daughter being in the coach, 
the perch broke, and two footmen behind it fell under the 
coach, and were in danger of being killed ; but by God’s 
mercy sustained no great harm. 

May 12. Came account tliat tlie ship called the 
‘ Gloucester,’ a third rate, in which the Duke went for 
Scotland, was cast away on Yarmouth sands, a,nd that all 
the passengers, save the .Duke and about IGU persons, 
were drowned. Among those tint were lost were my 
Lord O’Brien and Lord Eoxburgho, Mr. Hyde, my Lord 
Clarendon’s brother; all which proved too true. 

The envy of my being prehirred to tlie government 
of Y'ork showed itself by several little insimiatioiiH of 
those that ap])rehended themselves for it, whic.h my Lord 
Halifax told me he had received from third hands; but 
(which was as great an obligation as his first endeavours to 
obtain it) he said he must ever make, a diHereuce of men 
by his own trial, and not by the opinions tliey had of 
themselves. 

May 12. Waiting upon my Lord Halil’ax, he told 
me that the day before, being Sunday, the Duke of Mon¬ 
mouth came to him after jirayers, and a.ski'd liiiii if the 
report was true that his lordsliip liad a.dvised his Majesty 
in Council that a proclamation .should be issued out for¬ 
bidding all people to kee[) him company ; that his lord- 
ship rc])lied he was not obliged to tell him whether lie did 
or did not; to which the Duke said that theu’e needed no 
proclamation to prohibit his keejiing his lordship coui- 
])any, and that if it were in another ])lace he would have 
said more to him; and so tlu'y parted. ddio Duke 
behaved Very foolishly in this, botli as to the wise and 
the gallant part; for it must needs disoblige llic King to 
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question a privy counoillor for tlic advice that he gives 
him ill Council; and if ho inteudod a quarrel, he should 
have chosen another phu'e to have spoken in, mid have 
said more or iiotliiug at all. And so I told his lordship, 
olTcriiig to serve him with my life, if any more happened 
upon it; but his lordship replied if that wore, he would 
make use of somebody lie esteemed loss than he, did me, 
but did not conci'ive himself obliged to fight upon that 
account, though he sliould be ready to defend himself, for 
he carried a sword by his side. 

j\[ay 21). '’J'lu're was a Council held at Ifamptoii 
Court, where my Lord Halifax told me, as soon a,s tlie 
Council rose, that an order had there jiassed to tills elFect, 
that forasmuch as the Duke of Monmouth had used some 
throatciiing speeches to a meirdier of that board, in 
relation to something said in Council to his Majesty, his 
Majesty did consider it as an unmannerly insolciuHi against 
himself, and did therefore clmrge all his servants, and 
such as had any dependency upon him, not to keep com¬ 
pany with, or lfe([uent the said Duke of Monmouth for 
the future. 

May 2(). Biuce the taking of my sister into my house 
to jireveiit lier undoing by marrying the Irish lieutenaiit, 
I had heard nothing from him, but suspected she did yet 
keej) a secret corresjiondeiice with him, in spile of her 
often rej)ea.|,ed iissiiranct'S to the contrary; mid what coii- 
lirmed me the inert' was, that ujioii this day at evening 
he was seen to come very drunk before my door, and to 
stand gazing at tlie windows for a sight at liis inistn-ss, 
Imt some ]Kirsoii in the. j-oom shutling the windows, he 
])ulled down some whilti rails that stood on one side of 
the door, and sti dt'paiied. At my reinrn home,I found 
my wife and iamily in disorder, fearing the due resent¬ 
ment I ought to ha.vt' of sueh an aetion ; for this foolisli 
behaviour of his was not tmly public, to tho family, hut to 
the whole street, and thc'refore sent my lirother to liim 
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to tell liim tliat wliat lie had done to my house I con¬ 
sidered as done to myself, and therefore expected Ifom 
him the satisfaction of a gentleman, which was to incot 
me, with liis sword and his friend, behind Soutliampton 
House that day, at two in the afternoon. Hut ho having 
changed his lodging, my brother coidd not Ihul him till 
near ten o’clock upon the 27th. When my brother came 
to him he would not own the hict, but said it I would 
have him to light he would meet me at the lime and 
place; but before we could meet, his carriages was so 
public that somebody gave notice of-it to ]ny Lord 
Marshal, who sent a sergeant-at-arms and semircd him 
at his lodging; and after some time found mo at ]ny 
brother’s, and secured me also. The next day ho denied 
that it was he that did the thing, for he was ashamed of 
it, such things (where a man hath a quamd) not being 
fit to be done to houses, but persons, not openly, Init 
privately; or if he did it, lie said he was drunk, not 
knowing what he did, and asked pardon. U])on which I 
owned I had sufficient satisfaction, and my lord took both 
oiir engagements to stir no more in tliat-mattcT. I made 
all the improvements I could of this so ill carriage of the 
lieutenant’s to my sister towards not only mysc'lf, but Iut, 
to lessen her kindness to him, which she then scanned lo 
resent. 

May 28. My Lord Halifax sent for me; lo go in the 
coach with him and my Lord Hyde to Windsor, but 
being under restraint (as before declared), I could not go 
then. 

May 29. Which was the King’s birthday, I followed 
after them, but the joy usually expressed on that day was 
much damped by the King’s being not well, of which he 
recovered in two days, to the joy of the nation. 

June 1. I took my leave of the King (intc-nding 
s]ieedily for Yorkshire), who was very kind to me in his 
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iii me :is iiiiteii as iiiiy of t!ie King’s subjects, iiiicl doiibte 
liot of iiiy re>|>ects towiirds liiiii. The duy after they weiit- 
lo Windsor. 

June 3. I had a long discourse with my -Lord Hali¬ 
fax, wliere I offered him my advice that I feared he was 
too fraiik with soine joined with him in business, and iia 
the Kiiig's favour, who did lx 3 tray him, and that he should 
keep himself under more reserve if |X)ssible, He answered 
he kiiew it, !)ut could not well avoid that freedom iu 
hiisiitess, but ho|>ed his integrity would support him. I 
liail sta'eral directions at the same time how to comport 
myself in the Xorth, not so fitting to be here inserted. 

June 12. Some days lx.4iig s|)ent to prepare for my 
journey, I went with nyy wife, sister, and my family to 
T!iryix?'rgh ; where, by God’s mercy, I arrived safely, 
Ixiiig met by some friends by the way upon the l6tli ; 
where I found my affairs in pretty good condition, and 
iiiy ncighlx)urs for the most pm*t well pleased with the 
honour his Majesty had done me in giving me the com- 
inand of York. I stayed there to settle my affairs till 
the 2Cth, when I went to take possession of iny govern- 
liieiit at Y<,>rk. 

Some gentlemen in the neighbourhood, as well as 
those* iiKtre rt-mote, hud sent to know if their accompany¬ 
ing me to York would be acceptable, whhdi as I refused 
from no gentleman, so I desired from none ; hut was 
much surprised when I found myself met upon the road 
by tlie high sheriff of the county and several gentlemen, all 
the borough men of Aldlx>rough and citizens of York, to 
the numlKir ofnear 400. At York there wms then but one 
c'omfMiny of foot, which wais drawn out of the town, and 
the cannon of Clifford’s Tower were discharged to receive 
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me. That niglit I treated a great part ot the comjiaiiy at 
Slipper, having sent some venison and made ])rc]iaration 
before in two houses. 

June 27. I went to Clifford’s Tower, to take posses¬ 
sion of it, with the high sheriff. Sir Michael Wharton, Sir 
Henry Marwood, and several other gentlemen, which I 
found in pretty good condition as to re})airs and stores 
(powder only excepted and cannon). I went afterwards 
to wait on my Lord Mayor, and to show liim my (com¬ 
mission. I told him I understood that in my Lord Fresehe- 
ville’s time the civil power had something entrenched 
upon the military, which I should not suffer for the time 
to come; that if the soldiers committed (capital crimes, as 
treason or felony, I was willing (notice being first given 
to me) to dehver them up to justice; but for less crimes, 
as batteries, quarrels, or smaller misdemeanours, I ex¬ 
pected complaint to be made to me, and to have the 
punishment of them myself; which his lords] lip confessed 
to be reasonable, though not long before he had bound 
the officer, that was deputy-governor, to kcc]) the ])cacc. 
I told his lordship further that I heard sevicral things 
were frequently said and acted to tlie ])rejudice of liis 
Majesty’s service, which I desired he would take care to 
prevent for the future ; otherwise I should lie bound 
to represent it to the King ; and tluit I tlioiight this the 
best method of dealing frankly witli his lordshi]), and of 
telling him what I designed to do to keep a good under¬ 
standing with him, with much more to the same eflicc-t. 

His lordship took all very well; told me he was 
obliged to me for my open and ingenuous proceeding; 
said he did take notice of my authority, and would pay 
all due respect to it; that what I seemed to insist upon 
appeared but reasonable, and that city was much obliged 
to the King for giving them a governor of their own 
county, (&c. The truth is that^ York was at tliat lime 
one of the most factious towns of the kingdom, and began 
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to fear (should tlic quo loarmnio siK'cced against the 
charter of London) that tlieir own was not a little in 
danger. 

I stayed at the Manor—where I nuide all the. prepara¬ 
tion so ruinous a ])lace wns capable of to receive niy family, 
which I designed to bring with jiie the lU'xt time—till 
July the 3rd. All tliosc days I retiiriu'd Iho visils of 
those that came to see me or to meet me at my coming 
to town, and kej)t a table for all Ihosci that did me the 
favour to dine -wilii me during iny stay thcn*e. 

Before my going to York the smiths of irallamshire 
came to desire iny assistance as to excusing them from 
payment of the hearth-duty for their smiths’ forges, whitfo 
the King’s officers began again to demand of them. TJiey 
said that in my absence llu'y liad up])lied {In'inscdvcis to 
other justices witliout succ-ess, and W(‘ 1 h^ N'eiy pressing 
that I would relic!V(i them as I had fornu'rly done. 
The truth is, though otlier gc'utlenu'u liad declined them, 
I was satisfied that tin* law was for tlunn ; but. for nu‘. 
to be active against tlu'. King’s onicers in tlu' matter of 
his revenue, wlieu others had desisted, I ('(‘ared iniglif. set 
me ill with the lords of the Trc‘asury, who might, rc'pre.- 
sent it ill to the King. Ilowc'.ver, thinking it just to help 
them, I wrote to my Lord Ibililiix, setting forth tlu^ jiisticti 
of their caiisci, and de.siring that as the King’s oflicers liad 
for some years forborne collecting the duty upon smiths’ 
forges within tliat ])reciuct, partly bei‘a,use tlui law was 
not very clear on that ])oint, and partly out of consider¬ 
ation of their ])overty, his lordship would ph'use to iut('r- 
cede to his Majesty that, they might still be (‘xciised. T 
used several other reasons to caiforce this, as the' repula,- 
tion it would he to Ids lordship amongst his countrymt'u 
to do no less than my .IauxI Danby had done before upon 
the same occasion ; t.luit it was bethu* they should luive tlu*. 
obligation of it to the King than to the j'us|,ic(‘s of the pea,ce, 
who perhaps might at the last be brought to relieve 
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tliein ; that it was but some 60/. yearly loss to the King, 
and the payment might ruin some hundreds of persons. 

Jaly 4. I received an answer from iny Lord Ilaliflxx, 
which gave me some hopes that some stop woidd be put 
to the collecting of this duty upon them. 

July 12. I made a visit to the Duke of Newcastle, 
who entertained me with great kindness for two days. I 
had some afhxirs to discourse witli him from my Lord 
Halifax, in which I received all satisfaction. lie gave me 
a mare and foal at our parting, of his own breed. 

July 15. His grace came with me to Hotherham, 
where we made also a visit to the Duke of Norfolk, lately 
come into the country with intention to^build at the col¬ 
lege there, it being his duchess’s jointure. 

July 18. Was our sessions at Eotherhain, where I 
gave the charge to the jury. The same day the Duke of 
Norfolk invited me and all the rest of the justices to din¬ 
ner. We were eight there in number ; viz., Sir Henry 
Marwood, Sir Michael Wentworth of Woolley, Sir Ealpli 
Knight, Mr. Edmonds, Mr. Blythman, Mr. Eamsden, Mr. 
Jessop, and in 5 "self. The laws having been ])Lit more 
vigorously in execution against nonconformists of late 
than heretofore, Mr. Jesso]) (a known fiivoiirer of dis¬ 
senters) made some scruple to join with us in that ])ro- 
ceeding. After a long debate in a private room to satisfy 
his doubts in that point, he cast some reflections on the 
proceedings of the justices in their former sessions as well 
as on those there present, declaring that all tlulr proceed¬ 
ings and warrants were illegal; to which I re])iied that 
it was something saucy to arraign so many gentlemen of 
quality concerned in the commission of the ])ea,c,e for his 
single opinion. He stood up and retorted with great 
insolency: ‘You axe very impudent.’ At which words I 
took up a leaden standish (he sitting behind a table, and 
at some distance from me), and threw it at his face, where 
the edge lighting upon his cheek cut it quite through. 
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Wc after this drew our swords, and I went into the middle 
of the chamber, but the company prevented his following 
of me, and afterwards reconciled us. 

I was sorry for this accidenrt,it happening at a sessions 
of the peace, but tlie provocation could not be [)assed 
over.^ At the same plac.e I acquainted the cutlers with 
the directions of my Lord IlalKiix, whic.h were to inform 
them that he had in some measure prevailed that Ihey 
should be excused from ]')aying the duty of hearth-money 
for their smiths’ forges, and that he would do them what 
kindness lay in his power, either in tiiat or in any other 
concern. 

July 21. I removed with my family to York, where 
I continued some weeks. The assizes began the 2()th, 
whore there was notliing very memorable that passed 
more than the \isual affairs of that time. I kept a table ; 
the high sherilf and most of tlie gentlemen of quality in 
town dined with nu;. 

Augiu^t 4. The judges wtmt out of town upon TVidny 
the 4th. The garrison was imuL out of ordt'r by I’eason 
that he who was (‘apta,in of tluj foot company there was a 
man of pleasure, and remiss in either doing duty Jiiinself 

^ A lotLor from Sir John to Halifax, writlon at 'I'lirjborf^li, July 19, 
among tbo Sporicor MSS., IoIIb much tho aamo alory, and addH tliat tho 
company ‘ mndo us frkmds, bo cunfesHing tlio jnstioos of tbo penco iu tho 
right, then drinking to mo, saying bo was sorry for bis paasiun, and I 
tloclaring that tlion I was sorry for miiui. iMy lord, 1 acquaint your lord¬ 
ship with this that you may not bo propossesaod by any falso story; for thus 
I have it agrood to by all tho justicc^s tlum proaoiit undor thuir hands, and I 
bog that no worso may bo niado ol it to las prcjudico oitlior by bis boing 
turned out of commission of tbo ponces or otherwise?.’ from a noto iu 
Ilimtor’s Lifo of Oliver Haywood it appoars that Ilorosby’s opponent was 
b’rancis Jossop, an early mombor of tbo Royal Socioty, and a c.uUivaLtir (it 
natural and abstract scionco; bo lived at Rruomball, in Shcdliold. Jossop 
was a frionci of Fisbor, tbo ojoctod vicar of Sliotliold, and had como into 
collision with his brother justicos by bis ontl(?avours to prolnct Bloom 
another ejected minister. Hoywood rolatos that Sir John was otily pro- 
vontod from attacking Jossop with his rapior by tho iutcrfcvoncci of tbo 
lattor’s son, a stripling of fiftcon. This youth bcicanio a distinguishod 
lawyer and mombor of rnrliamont. 
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or seeing it done by others. I went often upon the guard 
myself, caused a list of those that mounted the main 
guard, or that of Clilford’s Tower, to be daily brought to 
me. I took exact care in the locking of the city and 
castle gates, and brought matters to an indifTercnt good 
pass in a short time, both as to the repairs and furnishing 
of the Manor, as well as the other, though the latter was of 
great charge to me. 

I heard at this time tliat my Lords SundeiTaiid and 
Halifax were reconciled, which much surprised me, no 
two men having been more bitter the one against the 
other, the relation between them (for my Lord Halifax 
married the sister of my Lord Sunderland, and had issue 
by her,) softening, it seems, those hard opinions they had 
one of another. At this time I received the good news 
that my Lord Halifax, my good and excellent lord, was 
made Marquis of Halifax. 

September 7. The Cutlers had their animal feast at 
Sheffield, to which (by the industry of Mr. Jessop) I was 
not invited ; this he did not only out of private revenge, 
but for a public end, that he juight have a bettor oppor¬ 
tunity to persuade them that they had the obligation 
rather to my Lord ClilTord for their late deliverance from 
paying hearth-money lor their forges than to me, my Lord 
Clifford being there present, and being brother to my Lord 
Hyde, the chief lord commissioner of the Treasury. By this 
act he hoped to engage them to vote for my Lord Clifford 
and my Lord Halifax, should a Parliament bo called, in 
opposition to Sir John Kaye, who was my friend. Upon 
this I gave over being so uidustrious to help so ungratefLil 
a sort of people, and soon after came a letter that the 
said forges were to pay the duty as well as other hearths, 
only the poorest sort of cutlers were to be excused, which 
did not please them, they having been generally excused 
heretofore by my intercession. I returned to Thrybergh 
ffom York the 12th. 
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Septemher 14. I mustered and exercised my troop 
at Eotlierliam, wliere several gentlemen met me and dined 
with me that day. 

Septemher 25. I went to take leave of tlie Duke of 
Norfolk at Eotherham, who was then going for London. 
He parted with me very kindly, calling me his nearest 
and best neighbour. He told me some news of confidence 
from above which I had heard before, though I seemed 
not to know it. 

September 28. My Lord Halifax having written to 
me to sound my lord Duke of Newcastle if he was wilhng 
the former treaty between my Lord Elland, his son, and 
my lady Catharine should be renewed, I went to wait on 
his grace (carrying my wife to do her duty to the 
Duchess), whore I stayed till October the 1st. I found 
the Duke had a mind to the thing, but thought it fit 
it should begin without his declaring himself one way or 
the other, lest it might seem to be desired on the lady’s side'. 

The Duke gave mo tlie best mare and foal of his whole 
breed, which he had promised me before. Ilis grace 
went September the 80th to Nottingham, being lord 
lieutenant of the (iounty, to api)easc the disorders there, 
two mayors being sworn upon the grant of a new chartcjr 
from the King, the old one being delivered up, one by 
the factious party pretending the old charter was yet in 
force, the other by the loyal one. 

I received the sad news of an honesl, worthy, and 
brave gentleman’s death, the lieutenant to my militia 
troop of horse, and my particular friend; he had only 
this fault, that he was too subjecl to the bottle;; mid liav- 
ing been drinking with my Lord Castleton (there being 
some former falling out between them), the ])rovoc;ation 
was so great from the lord, that Mr. Batty (for so was 
his name) challenged him into my lord’s own garden, 
where they went and fought, and this poor gentle)nan was 
killed. 
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Octohev 5. I went to the sessions cit Wakefield, where 
we were ten justices of the peace, and I gave the (“hargo. 
Mr. Peebles (whom I had before recommended to my 
Lord Hahfax to be made a justice of the peace) accepted 
of being lieutenant to niy troop instead of Mr. Batty. 

October 7. In my return from Wakefield, by God’s 
mercy, I escaped a great danger, my horse falling with 
me upon the edge of a precipice; but I throwing myself 
from my horse the other way, got no great harm, and 
gave my horse the opportunity to recover himself, tliough 
his hinder legs were already off the side of the bank. 

October 8. I was godfather to Mr, TLirner’s first sou, 
chief steward to the Mmquis of Halifax, wlio lived at 
Wakefield. The child’s name was John. 

October 10. I received a letter of thanks from the 
Marquis of Halifax, as to the management of the treaty 
aforesaid with the Duke of Newcastle, though I c.ould 
not effect the setting of it on foot; howevta*, I sounded 
the Duke’s thoughts and inclinations in Idu; tiling as from 
myself, and in that manner tliat he did not in the least 
believe that I did it by any comniission from the Marcpiis; 
so that upon the whole matter I found the Duke would give 
nothing with his daughter in present, but declared she 
should be worth 60,000/. at his death or sei'.ond marriage, 
ill case he survived his duchess and married again ; but 
this did not satisfy the Marquis, and yet he was pleased 
to find the utmost of what would be done witliout being 
seen to ask it, as appears by his lordship’s letter to me in 
hcec verba : ‘I am to give you such tlumks as are due to 
one that acteth not only as a kind friend but a wise one, 
in everything that is recommended to you. Tlie part 
yon lately undertook was of such a nature, both so nice in 
itself, and in respect of those you had to di;al with, that I 
know very few besides yourself that are cupable of handling 
it in such a manner; but, after tliis, I must tell you that, 
let the thing in itself bo ever so advisable, the means of 
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attaining it are so uncertain, and the parties concerned 
(to use no harsher term) so wonderful, the incomparable 
mixture of hot and cold, kind and jealous, so very extra¬ 
ordinary, and to me so extremely discouraging, I (who 
seldom have thought anything an equal price for a diffi¬ 
culty) cannot allow myself to pursue it any further,’ &c. 

I now began to be sensible that though theni were 
few in the West Eidiiig that applied tiiemselvos to the 
doing of the business of the (county, either as the dciputy- 
lieutenant or justice of tlui peae.c;, with more dihgence 
than myself, it was hard for one to give the same 
satisfaction, now that I liad so great a mai'k of the King’s 
favour as the go\'ernment of York, as heretofore. My 
superiors were secretly displeased that I liad got that 
whicli they tliougl.it they deserved before me ; my equals 
were so too that I had got before them by having the 
honour of that command, and both were jealous tluit 
whatever business was done whore I was present would 
be rather attributed to my conduct than theirs ; and my 
inferiors (es])Oc.ially those that were not iVkauls to the 
Court) were jealous, though I acted with the saine in¬ 
tegrity between the King and the country, that I too 
much inclined to that interest. At the same time, I had 
intimation from a privy councillor abovt' that the Court 
was jealous that I too much adhered to the interc'st of the 
country in some matters of the King’s revenue, whicli 
were judicially brought before me ; and I was chidden 
softly by my Ijord Halifax in a letter for the same thing. 
So that, finding it very difficult to steer an even course 
amongst so many several and diffi'renl. jiersons a,nd in¬ 
terests, I resolved first to keep the honour of my enijiloy- 
ment and the good opinion of my master and friends 
above (both for my own advantage and that of others 
that sought to mo) as long as I justly and honestly eould ; 
and at the saaiie time to do couuLry busiiu'ss, but only 
defensively, and as it was brought to me acccirding to my 
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conscience; declining, however, to seek for it, or to rival 
those, in their ambition, who had no greater than to c 
esteemed leading men at a country scssioiivs. 

October 17. Being at Doncaster with two other depipy- 
lieutenants, to settle some matters, and to hear com])laints 
relating to the militia, I received a letter 1 roni^ Colonel 
Legge, Master of the Ordnance, intimating that bir Cluis- 
topher Musgrave, Lieutenant of the Orduane.e, Wiis 
ordered to come down to York by the Iviiig to take a 
view of the condition of that garrison, which occ.asioncd 
iny speedy journey to that place. I got thithci eaily the 
next day, and waiting upon the lieutenant, he took the 
dimension and situation of the tower and castle, by the 
help of a surveyor brought with him to that purpose; 
took an account of the stores and aininuuition in Cliffords 
Tower; and told me the King iiitciidcd we should be 
better supplied, and that his Majesty would bo at the 
charge to repair the defects of the tower (especially the 
parapet which was too weak), and to bring the river 
about it. 

October 19. I returned home to Thrybergh. 

November 20. I returned to York. 

My Lord Mulgrave was now disgraced al Court for 
making some applications to my Lady Anne Stuart, tlie 
Duke of York’s daughter, and on suspicion of adhering 
to the Duke of Monmouth’s interest. He had groat em¬ 
ployments at Court, which were disposed of after this 
manner: his bedchamber’s ])lace to the Earl of Fever- 
sham, his government of Hull to my Lord Windsor, his 
lieutenancy of the East Eiding to the Duke ol* Somerset, 
and his regiment of foot to my Lord Chesterfield, &c. 

The sheriffs of York being then chosen, I w'as invited 
to their feast, with ray Lord Mayor, the aldermen, and 
their wives, with a great deal of other comjiany. My 
lord and I sat at the upper end of tlie table and the ladies 
below us. I did endeavour upon this occasion to deport 
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myself witli all the good humour and civility to the 
citizens that was possible, the former animosities between 
the town and the garrison before my time as well as a 
difference in principles having made them strange the one 
towards the other. In which I so well succeeded that I 
did not only obtain groat expressions of kindness from 
them that day, but some effects of it afterwards. 
Indeed, the conjunction of aflliirs at tliat time did in 
some measure liclp towards it, the King’s influence in¬ 
creasing every day, both in London and the ('.ouutiy. A 
loyal lord mayor was this year chosen for the city of 
London, and two very good shcrifls. My Lord Bhafl.os- 
bury stole over sea into Holland, and the charter of 
London was likely to stoo)) to the quo toarrauto broiiglit 
against it. 

Some few days after iny Lord Mayor invited nu' to 
dinner, and my offic'crs, witli what company I would 
bring with mo, and gave us a great entertainnumt. 
Several aldermen and tlu', Itcc'-order did also invite me. 

November 28. I invited the sherifi' of the city, souu'. 
aldermen, and the militia officers there to dine witli me,, 
where I gave them a good dinner and ])lenty of wiiu^ at 
the Manor, with music, which was very excellent in that 
town at that time. 

At my first being governor of York, the oflic-ers of 
five companies of foot within that place, of Sir Thomas 
Slingsby’s regiment, were so angry that Sir Thomas was 
not made governor, that some of them said, when they 
heard that I had the command of the militia (whiiL they 
were) within York, as well as of the slaiiding force,, that 
they would rather laydown their commissions than la* 
commanded by me. At this time, being bet ter ac([iiainU'( I, 
they changed their note;, professing openly that they did 
desire nothing more than an opportunity to vinitiire theii* 
lives under me. And I heard after that, when they met 
at their club, which they did onc'e every week, they 











THE MEMOIRS OE 


2G4 

always drank my health before their colonels, and. woio 
kind to me in their discourse. 

The city of York had been more remarkable than 
most in England for height of taction, but finding lhat 
some of the leaders were willing to come oil, I had upon 
the 4th of December some private discourse ^vitli Mr, 
Alderman Eamsden, one of the most wit ot the whole 
fraternity. I set the danger so well before him (except 
they made some speedy signs of repentamte tor their 
former carriage), that he confessed he was scaisible of 
then* errors as to many particidars—^viz., in choosing so 
often the same representatives in Parliament, when tliey 
knew how ungrateful it was to the King ; in their un¬ 
handsome reception of tlie Duke of York when lie jiassed 
through the city ; in petitioning for a Parliament, but in 
neither addressing nor abhorring. But that being done*, 
he feared their olFence was too great for pardon, exee[>t 
they obtained it at the price of their cliarter, which tliey 
were not willing to surrender. I asked him wluit he 
thought the city might be persuaded to do less tlian thai . 
He said three things, if they would bo acicepted, 1. 'il’o 
lay aside Alderman Edward Thompson (a peevish anli- 
monarchical fellow) from being their lord mayor, (o 
whom it came in course for next year, provided his 
Majesty would command it by letter. 2. To choose a 
new high steward, and to offer it to his royal highness, in 
place of their old one, the Duke of Buckingham, whom 
they would put out; or to Lord Halifax, should his high¬ 
ness not accept it. 3. To elect better members of Parlia¬ 
ment for that city, when there should be occasion. These 
things, he told me, were feasible would they be received ; 
which I presently wrote to my Lord Halifax conc.’crning,^ 

undated paper, in ReresTiy’s liand-writing, among the Sponcor 
Mbb., must have been drawn up about this time. It runs thus :_ 

• ' inferior to the factious. Tlio first cun- 

sis s 0 tbe gentry, clergy, officers, and dependents of the church, militia officerH 
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December 7. I returned from York, a place tlicii full 
of company (iiiy Lord Carliale and many other lamilies 
being come to winter there), to keep Cliriatmaa at Thry- 
bergh. 

December 1 o. Ilearbig the sad news that, the Diieliess 
of Albemarle was gone distrac.ttul (eldest dangliler to the 
Duke of Newcastle), I Avent to condole Avith him at AYel- 
bcc'.k, where I found him very sensibly alllicted for so 
great a mislbrtuue. 

December 20. I received a letter from tlu' Marquis 
of Halifax, Avlu'rein he gaAA'. me his thoughts that though 
ho a])])roved the laying Alderman Thompson aside from 
being lord mayor (as had been ])ro})os(!d), yet In^ thought 
it not safe, to venture the King’s letter upon it to the 

ftud soUlioi’fi, and atout ouc-fourlli part na is computod of Iho citizeiiEi, TIio 
second of tlio mayor «ud wliolo luutfiatvacy (‘(avo aldonnon only oxcopted), 
tlio shovillH and nioaL of tho coniinou council, with Iho roBi of tliat city. Not 
that this nunibor so much oxcooda tho former by reason of principles uh 
intluenco, Lhoro over being a grtsnt many in auch a body that oithor from 
foar or interest join with tho atrongcat, and acsvoral Ihi'ns haws confessaed 
that thesy daro not act atscordisig to their judgnusnla (viz. for tho Qoversi- 
mont) for foar of boing nndono in tlieir trado. It ia now como to that, that 
thoro ia not tsniy a aoparation of iutovoata, Imt few dcs buy (sf, or hav(>. any 
conxraorco but witli tlibao of tlusir owss priisoiphs. And lliia nice dinbronco 
lias besen eontrivod by eight or ton persona of that city and thia county— 
viz,, Sir Henry Thompson and Sir Jo. Ilowloy, tho lato burgcaaoHof York; 
Ed. Thompson, nklorman (adoao aonaiblo follow); Alderman Waller, a rich 
attorney, very Bpit(sful hut open, that put up tho inscription in tho church 
(tho memorial againat the papiala); and which the eshancolhsr tella me Iso has 

now order to talce down j.one Rookalsy, a lawyer rich and well voracd 

in hia culling, that atoora them iis tlioir proceedings as to poisits of law; Sir 
John Brook, who nuirrio.d Sir AVilliani Wallisr’a daughtesr, has hcon twico 
bnrguaa for Jksronghbridgo, one of litths judgment and loaa courage., but tbo 
only cburchinnn among them j Mr. Stockdnlo and !Mr. Ihuilina, who arc only 
called to adviao aa (smorgency re.quiroa; with aomes few otbora more inferior. 
I fear tboro ia little to bo liopcd for from tkeao kadors; tho only way to 
gain others will bo Us poaauas tbemthat whilst they that av(s tho magiatratea 
auITor thoinaolvoa to ho so governed hy men for llsoir parlienhir advantage, 
who can newer oaaenllally aisrvo them, they oxpoao thcsnsaelvoa to aisvos'nl 
hazards, and whiesh ia (Iks gi'oateat (both aa to interest or reputsitiosi), Isia 

Majtsaty’a diapleaaure. My Lord I’airfax, it ia thought, will nsst 

stand for knight of the ahirc, nor Sir Jo. Ilowhsy for burgess of York.’ 
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corporation, except the success was absolutely certain; 
and the rather because affairs went so well above 
(especially that of the quo loarranto against the City 
charter), that all other corporations would truckle; and 
should the King’s letter not bo (ionsidered, it would re- 
bound in the face of the Court, and be an encouragement 
to that party. As to the second, which was the choosing 
his highness for their lord steward, he did judge it unfit 
for him upon several accounts ; but for himself (if it were 
so done as that it should not seem to be desired by his 
lordship, and that it appeared, should the thing miscarry, 
that he had a considerable number of friends for him 
therein,) he was content to attempt it, and would put 
himself and the management to mo; using this compli¬ 
ment, that he knew himself to be in very good hands as 
to this affair if I undertook it. 

I returned him this answer, that I would not under¬ 
take it but under such cautions as his lordship directed, 

December 24. I kept Christmas at Thrybergh, which 
it was formerly the custom to observe with groat mirth 
and ceremony, but was much leS)Seued, few keepkg up 
the custom of it in .those parts at that time but myself, 
when I was at Thrybergh. The inamier of it for this 
year was thus :— 

Sunday being Christmas Eve, I invited all the poorer 
sort of my tenants of Deiiby and Ilooton, being nineteen 
in number. On Christmas Day the poorer sort of Thry¬ 
bergh, Briusford, and Mcxboroiigh, being twenty-six. On 
St. Stephen’s Day all the farmers and better sort of tenants 
of Thrybergh, Brinsforcl, and Eotlierham, being in all 
fifty-four. On St. John’s Day all the cJiief tenants of 
Denby, Hooton, and Mexborough, being in uuinber forty- 
five. 

On the 30th of December there were invited to dine 
with me eighteen gentlemen and their wives from several 
parts of the neighbourhood. On the 1st of Janiuary 
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were invited sixteen more gentlemen; on the 3rd, twenty- 
others ; on the 4th, twelve of the neighbouring clergy, 
and on the 6tli, seven gentlemen and tradesmen of 
Eotherham and other places. 

There lay at my house upon these several daywS Sir 
Gervase Cutler; Anthony Francland, Esep ; Jasj)er Elyth- 
man, Esq.,justice of the peace; John Peebles, Esq., a 
justice of the peace; Mr. Turner; Captain King, an 
officer from York; Mr. Eigdeii, morcliant of York, and 
his wife, a handsome woman; Mrs. Blythimin and lun' 
daughter; Mr. Belton, an ingenious clergyman, but loo 
much a good fellow; the cornet and quarter-nnister (o 
my troop, with others. Eor music, I had two violins and 
a bass from Doncaster that wore my livery, thu(. played 
well for the country; two bagpipes for the common 
people; a trumpeter and a drummer. The expcnise of 
liquor, both of wine and others, was considerable, as well 
as of other provisions; and my friends ap])Garod wcB 
satisfied. I dined two days from home this Chrisf.mas; 
one day at Sir Gervase Cutler's, another at my Lord 
Strafford’s. Though such remarks as thes(i may sc'.em 
frivolous to others, yet to i)Osterity of one’s own family 
(for whom this work is chiefly designed) tiny may appc'ar 
otherwise; that sort of curiosity Ixiing as well pleased 
with eiiquhy into less things sometimes as gre^atcu'. 



2G8 


THE MEMOIKS .OF 


CHAPTEE X. 

Halifax and Lord Koeliester—The missing Heartli-monoy—The Duke of 
York and his Favourites—Opinions in the City—Despondency of Halifax 
—Court influence used against him—Danhy still in the Tower—The 
Duchess of Albemarle—The Duke of Hichmond supersedes Buck¬ 
ingham as High Steward of York—Celebrations there—The Bye ITouse 
Plot—Alarm in Yorkshire—Activity of the Justices—Lord Burlington 
—The Scotch Pedlars—The Doncaster Corporation—Dispute in York 
Minster with Sir John Brook—Archbishop Dolben—Afl’airs in London 
—Monmouth surrenders himself—Charles’s fondness for him—Jealousy 
of the Duke of York’s Party—The Lord Mayor of York summoned 
before the King—The Duke of York and Halifax—A Duel by Moon¬ 
light. 

1683. 

Fehruary 9. I set forward for London, as my Lord 
Halifax had directed, in the hackney-coach, and on the 
14th I arrived there. Waiting on my lord, he said 
these things to me in return of my thanks for his ex¬ 
traordinary kindness to me, that so long as he had 
power to serve any man, I might be sure he would not 
decline the serving of me. He told me the steps and 
progress of his late dispute with my Lord Hyde, now 
made Earl of Eochester, the First Lord Commissioner of 
the Treasury, occasioned by his lordship’s telling the King 
of 40,000^., part of his revenue of hearth-money, being 
converted to some private use of which the Lord Eochester 
could not but know, and was grossly suspected to have a 
share; besides some other miscarriages in the manage¬ 
ment of the revenue, which no man had the courage to 
inform his Majesty of, but my Lord Privy Seal. Pie told 
me they had first a dispute about me, which he could 
not forget. Lord Eochester being angry at my being 
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made governor of York, when he encleavourcd to get it 
for my Lord Burlington, and wliicii his lordslii}) told nw. 
was the root of their endeavours to throw me out ever siiux;. 

He told me further that he had lately hrouglit in niy 
Lord Sunderland to be secretary, by eugagiiig llu'. Dukci 
of York for him, who now seemed kinder to tluit lord— 
who had done all he could against him in the lat(5 rar- 
liaments—than to his lordshi]), wlio did all lu! could 1o 
serve him, and had most considerably o])|)Osed the passing 
of the Bill of Exclusion (with some other disag])oinliu(mLs 
of the same kind from that quarter). Eor all this lie was 
very well with the King. It was not in their power to rt'- 
move him, though all the other interest engaged against him. 

February 16. My Lord Ilalitax told me some hard 
usage he had received from my Lf)rd Hochester, contrary 
to their mutual engagements of c-onfidencc and fihmdsliip 
one towards another when he first euU'red into business 
atCoint; and that when he had a jyromise to be Iford 
President or Lord Privy Seal (which should first happen, 
as the Privy Seal did), the Lord Hochestcr undenhand did 
endeavour to obtain it for Mr. Seymour, rather than 
for his lordship; that the King gave him flum the honour 
of marquis, which he never desired, ho])ing that it should 
satisfy him instead of Privy Seal, but. that his lordship 
would not decline the other also, and so got. both, which 
occasioned Seymour’s leaving the Court as (lissatiaficd. 
That however, the King commanding it, he w'ould live fairly 
with Eochester, but he must give him some asHiirances of 
his being more his lordship’s'friend than my Lord Sun¬ 
derland’s, ere he could much confide in hum That he 
would keep in his corner, and hear what was oficiaal for 
the King’s service, and not be afraid to dedarc'what he 
heard to his Majesty’s disadvantage, whoevi'r was con¬ 
cerned ill it; and whenever he had jiowi'r, lu* 'would 
distinguish between his friends and those that were not so, 
February 19. The fraud concerning th(‘ 40,000/. 
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lost to the King, in letting off the duty of hearth-money, 
by my Lord Rochester, and the other Lords Commis¬ 
sioners of the Treasury, came to be argued by coimsel on 
both sides before the King; where it did appear that the 
King did actually lose so much of what he might have 
had from others. Yet so great was my Lord Rochester’s 
interest (being supported by the Dnhe of York, my Lady 
Portsmouth, and my Lord Sunderland), that little notice 
was taken of it for that time ; only whereas some of 
that lord’s friends did reflect upon' my Lord Halifax, 
as too busy in making that discovery, the King’ justified 
him so far as to say openly that day in Court, upon the 
trial, that his lordship had done nothing in that affair 
but by his order and approbation. 

February 20. My Lord Halifax told me I had 
formerly mentioned some desire to go envoy extra¬ 
ordinary, and if I bad the same inclination now, he 
durst imdertake to get leave for me to be sent in that 
quality to the King of Sweden. I told him I heard 
ambassadors were but ill-paid by the King, and that being 
now in another station I had no mind to take an em¬ 
ployment of that kind. 

I kissed the Duke of York’s hand, who seemed very 
civil, but Iris smiles were not always real, though I never 
did anything to deserve them otherwise. 

February 21. My Lord Halifax told me this was not 
the only matter that would appear, as to the ill manage¬ 
ment of the King’s revenue; that the anti-Court party 
courted him at so great a rate, he feared it might occasion 
a jealousy elsewhere. 

February 24. The sessions of Middlesex at Hick’s 
Hall, which had lasted five days, ended the 24th of 
Pebruary, where the most considerable business was in 
punishing such as resorted to conventicles. The town’s 
discourse was generally concerning the clifierence of the 
two lords, where my Lord Halifax, who had discovered 
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the cheat, had the general applause. That day my lord 
told me the Duke made it his business to clear himself 
from being concerned in the least on cither side, and that 
his highness should come to him before his lordship would 
apply himself to his highness in that adiiir. Tliat his 
iShip had been the day before with the King, and was 
two hours in private with him, where he took notice of a 
report that my Lord Eochester was to have the white 
staff of Lord High Treasurer given him ; but his lordship 
hoped it was not intended, because at that time it would 
look ill in respect of the difference between the two lords, 
and seem to throw the right on that side where his 
Majesty bestowed so great a sign of his favour ; that, (he 
King said that he should not be Lord Treasurer tlio 
sooner for what had lately boon done by my Lord 
Eochester in that concern ; and was angry with my Lord 
Halifax that he gave credit to any such, rumour. 

February 28. My Lord Ilalihix told me the. 3)ukt^ 
had assured him that he was not concerned in ilu‘. least in 
the difference between him and my Lord Eoclu'ster. My 
lord rephed he was sure his highness Avould nevcM' do an 
ill thing towards him ; and if he did, that Ids lordshi[) 
would never do anything to o])poHe him, but he could 
not serve him with the same zeal, and lu^ might at some, 
time repent he had lost his servic.o to the degree he desired 
to use it for him; that he had done in all this no mow. 
than he was commanded to do by th(‘ King, and who W'us 
there so great in the kingdom to be displeased with a 
man’s acting according to the King’s command F that lu* 
found they had a mind, meaning Eochester, to lx; rid of 
him, and would possibly endeavour to make liis station 
uneasy, but they should not remove him; first, bt'causc! 
he would stay to serve the King, and sec'ondly, to dis^ 
appoint those that endeavoured to contrive liis absence; 
that ah his lordship had attem])tcd to do in this matim’ 
was to save the King’s money, and coidd there be a greater 
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service to his Highness in future than that; that the King 
had made him a bigger man than he deserved to be, but 
he "was a gentleman, and that his highness ought to con¬ 
sider tliose that had escutcheons as well as those that 
had none (three of the Duke’s chief lavourites, viz., Legge, 
Churcliill and Hyde, being scarce gentlemen). Dor bis 
part, that he would never say anything but truth to bis 
highness; but though it might look a little plain, yet 
nothing could carry more respect in the bottom than 
truth, with much to the same effect. To which the Duke 
replied, that whatever he said did seem very reasonable; 
that he was sensible of great obligations he had to his lord- 
ship, and would never forget tliem, but would serve him 
in what lay in liis power, and his lordsliip should find it. 

The same day his lordship said he had spoken to my 
lady Duchess of Portsmouth, and told her, upon some 
discourse, that he found, in case of need of his Majesty’s 
favour, he was not to expect many friends from that side 
of Whitehall; that she replied, that some that had been 
much his friends came thither sometimes (meaning 
Eochester), and she hoped they would be so again. His 
lordship replied that lie doubted much, however, of lier 
intercession in such a strait, and hoped he should avoid 
coming into the danger of making use of it; at which 
she blushed, and seemed to be in some confusion. He said 
further that were he as young as he had been, he could 
bo as well with her as others. 

The Court and the whole town seemed infinitely 
divided upon this matter. Those that had any depend¬ 
ence upon payments out of the exchequer durst not but 
seem to side with Lord Eochester; those that were think¬ 
ing, serious men, who were independent and wished well 
to the Government, commended the zeal and courage of 
iny Lord Privy Seal, who would not see 40,000^. of the 
King’s money misemployed, and who durst complain of 
it, where so great a man with his dependents were made 
enemies by it. The Whigs (as they then called them) 
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or the anti-courtiers commended Lord Privy Seal not only 
for the thing, but as hoping to gain him by this quarrel 
to more moderation. 

March 1. At this time all Christendom seemed lo be 
in danger of a war, the rebels of Hungary having called in 
the Timks to assist them against the Emperor; and, one 
or two excepted, all the princes of the Empire, tlii' kings 
of Spain and of Sweden, joining in defence of the', ICmiurc; 
against the Turk on one side, and the Erencli King (likcdy 
to fall upon Planders, or some of the princes of Germany,) 
upon the other; whilst we enjoyed a ha[)py p(;ace at home, 
and which was the more likely to make it last, was the 
death of that so busy and factious Lord S]uiftesl)ury, who 
was fled not long before into Holland. 

March 5. I dined with several wcaltliy citii^ens in 
London, as I had done twic,c before since my coming to 
town. 1 found it the most general opinion tin'K; (hat tlu; 
exchequer was not managed to tlio King’s advantage as it 
ought to be by the commissioners, and tliat my Lord 
Privy Seal had done a great scrvic,e to the Crown to reveal 
the late fraud, wondering that tlie King took no more' 
notice of it. I told my lord tliis, with sonui circ.mnsiances 
to the same purpose, who said it was necessary for liim to 
estrange himself from my Lord liocheslcr, lest lu; miglil. 
be thought to be privy, if not a party, to some things of 
which the other was suspected. 

The King’s revenue came now to about n(),00()/. per 
annum, and there was a project on foot to farm i(, and 
offers were made of it accordingly at ld0,000/. per mmiim 
by sufficient persons, and 500,000/. was oflered lo Ix^ paid 
beforehand as a security, and not to I)e dediicled (ill (he 
last half-year ; this farm to continue for thr(!('. years, hly 
Lord Privy Seal was beheved to be the chief ])romo(.er of 
this, which my Lord Eocliester as much uiiderliand dis¬ 
couraged, inasmuch as he sent to some of tin; richc'sl. 
citizens, desiring them not to concern their esLuti's in this 

T 
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project. This one Hornby, a banker, worth 80,0007 by 
reputation, confessed to me. It was much admired that 
any one durst withstand so great an advance to the Crown 
for liis private interest. My Lord Privy Seal thanked me 
for this discovery. 

March 20. My Lord Privy Seal and I went to Hyde 
Park. He told me he hoped I did not repent of my 
coming up at his request, since I could not have been so 
well satislled how ahiiirs went, both piibhc and private, 
without being there ; that he knew not how long he 
should keep his station (being driven at so fiercely by 
soiiu'); but he did think he had the King his friend, and 
could not believe that lie would part with him for having 
coimnitted no fault, exc-cpt it were one to obey his com¬ 
mands, assuring me that he would ever use his interest 
so long as it continued to serve me, and in that particular 
especially of tlie government of York. Put, said he, times 
may come, if the Court should fall into French councils, 
when some other station may be fitter for you than that; 
and if that come to pass, I must quit mine also, for I have 
greater endeavours against mo from the other side of the 
water than from lionie. 

I told liis lordship that either he must continue, or be 
laid aside. If the first, he must rise higher to some greater 
post; and if he should arrive to any place where was 
room for nu! under him, I would quit any other employ¬ 
ment to serve him. If he went out, I cared not for 
staying in; and if I did, ho might be sure it should 
not be longer than I could act upon safe and sure prin¬ 
ciples. 

When I came into the country he bade me turn the 
ri'port of his disgrace into raillery, till he gave me notice 
of his reiri^at, wliicli lie would do early it he found it 
was not to be avoided. 

March 22. I went to see my Lord of Hanby in the 
Tower. I found him speak much more obligingly con- 
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cerning my Lord Privy Seal than before ; and amongst 
other things he said his lordship had taken a prudent 
course to declare himself for a Parliaiuc'iit, and ho was 
■glad of it upon a private account ; for lie des^iairod of 
coming from thence till there was one. lie said tliat 
Eochester and his party might support theinseba's for 
a time, but the interest they went upon could not last 
long. 

Marc/i 23. Seeing my Lord Privy Seal, and tolling 
him what had been said by my Lord Dauby, I found my 
Lord much abated as to his enmity with that lord, lie 
told me he had enemies enougli besides, and that his dis- 
pleasiyre against him was now ceased ; but he \vcm!d 
not make more enemies by being his friend, as he had 
formerly done by being his enemy. So that I found 
my Lord Privy Seal making up his interest on one side, as 
my Lord Eochester was endeavouring on the otluir ; for 
he had also sent for Mr. Seymour to return to Court, and 
had promised to be Ins friend. My Lord Privy Seal told 
me that Seymour had made some iiroposals to eh.we with 
him, and that a reconciliation was endeavoured by 
Eochester’s friends between tlie two lords, 1 told hi.s 
lordship that, in my poor opinion, he Jiad better Htaml 
upon his own interest than join witli either, for he had 
now gotten a national interest by what he had done, in 
opposition to Eochester. In case he closed there agmin, 
he might lose that; and if he could support himself 
separate, he might keep both; or in case he fell, the 
King would find the want of him so muc.li, ho e.ould not 
be long spared from Court. lie said it would be hard for 
him to continue there witli these mca, for it was tlu'ir 
interest to remove him. They would be Ujit (o play 
tricks for their own advantage ; and kne^v so long as lie 
was 111 a station to be informed of such carriages, he 
should ever reveal them to his Majesty. lie said further, 
that if they should get the King to themselves, they could 
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not long keep kim, for he had one quality that would 
preserve him from being very long in ill hands, whicli 
was he would hear all persons, and admit of informations, 
by the back door, when those that seemed favourites little 
dreamed of it. He lamented the interest that the Duchess 
of Portsmouth had with the King, she betraying him to 
Prance, not only as to his councils, but in liis affections. 
He said the King was too passive in these things, and 
that it was his greatest fault that he •would not be per¬ 
suaded to resent some things which he clearly saw, as he 
ought, and keep up that height which belonged to his 
dignity. As to my particular, he told me I had enviers 
as well as himself, and that when I came into the country 
I might endeavour to demean myself so as to gain as 
much as it was possible. I said it would be hard to gain 
people in the post I was in, their envy I hoped being 
more against my preferment than against my person; 
but I would follow his advice in that as well as in all 
things else that I could ])Ossibly. I took leave of his 
lordship that night, and set forward for Yorkshire the 
23rd day of March. 

Upon the whole matter I perc'.eived my Lord Privy 
Seal had the better and most a])proved cause, and my 
Lord Eochester the better interest. The first weighed 
more in ])arLs, in his 'lainily, estate, and his reputation in 
the nation ; the other weighed more, though undeservedly, 
with the Duke of York, the Duchess of Portsmouth, my 
Lord of Ormond, and most of those at Court, who de¬ 
pended upon the King’s purse, of which his lordship was 
the chief dispenser. And the fear was that the diligence 
of these so near the King might work upon him, so as to 
relinquish my Lord Pri\'y Seal, who depended upon no 
other ]icrson nor interest but his own ; and those services 
that he not only had performed, but was best able to 
render the Crown. 

March 2G. I arrived hat)t)ily at Thrybergh, coming 
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tlmt clay from Stamford, where I found my wife and. 
family well. 

April 7. The Duke of* Norfolk, being then (^.omc to 
Eotherhani to build at the college, came to vi«it 

April 9. My lady Duchess came to see my wife. 

April 10. I went to wait on his grace the Duke of 
Newcastle at Welbeck, where he seemed so coneenmed al. 
the report of the government of York’s reduction, that 
he offered to write to my Lord Eocliester, and the other 
ministers above, how necessary he thought it to be con™ 
tinned, and that he would do the utmost lie ('ould to 
effect it. He asked me if I was to go a.mbasaador for 
Spain, for he had heard from the Duke of .Norfolk and 
others that it had been offered to me. I told him it laid 
been proposed to me to go abroad in that quality, but not 
for Spain. However, it was not improbable but if I liad 
desired that station or province (the last envoy, Sir Ihmi^y 
Goodricke, being returned), I might liave attained to it 
as well as others; but that now I was grown (oo old lo 
think of leaving my own country, though for so honourable 
employment. He told me a secret relating to his family, 
that his daughter, the Duchess of Albemnrhi, had rect'ived 
and concealed a love letter, which lier lord knew of, 
which had made her dissemble herself dislracled ; bul (1ml. 
she was not disordered, as she ])reionded, and (hat bo(h 
the one and other were great misfordnu's lo him ; ytsl ho 
had rather she were guilty of the letter tlmn the di.slrac^ 
tion, because it was an imputation on the, rest of hi.s 
children. He told me several other coiK*eriivS of his fumilv 
too tedious and not very pertinent in this phaas anil 
showed me several letters from some grc'at mem, a.nd om* 
frommy Lord Eochestcr, wherein we.re scnn'ral pi*or(wi()n.s 
of kindness for himseff and assiiraiu'es of (hi‘. like from 
the Duke of York towards his grace. 

11. I heard tlic city ol Yevk had made clicio- 
ol the Duke of Eichmond for their high air-ward, whieh T 
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was not sorry for as the alTairs of tliat city then stood, 
and the interest the Duchess of Portsmouth then had 
with the King, my Lord Privy-Seal Iiaving declined it out 
of respect to the Duke of Buckingham, who was to he 
put out before any other coidd be admitted. The Duchess 
took this very kindly, and u])oii receipt of the patent, for 
that office, which the city presented the young duke with 
in a gold box, her grace sent my lord mayor a letter of 
thanks, wherein she said the King was well pleased that 
the second city of England had made choice of her son 
into that office, and assured him and the corporation of 
her utmost services. The Duke of Buckingham took it 
as.ill on the other hand to be put out, and wrote a letter 
whereby they might easily know he did so. The Duke of 
Buckingham was then very well with my Lord Privy Seal, 
so that I was at some loss to know how to behave myself 
between those two interests in that matter ; however, I 
thought it fit to write a letter to Colonel Oglethorpe, 
chief commissioner of the Master of the Horse’s place for 
the Duke of Eichmoiid, wherein I desired him to acquaint 
the duke and the Duchess of Portsmouth that I was glad 
that the place where I liad the honour of being concerned 
in such quality had expressed its loyalty by making so 
good a choice of a lord high steward, though it received 
a much greater favour by it than it conferred ; and that 
every person that had any concern in that city would, I 
hoped, for the future endeavour to show their zeal for 
the King’s service in the first place, and next for his 
grace’s. 

17. The general sessions was held at Ponte¬ 
fract for the whole West Biding, where appeared seventeen 
justices of the i)eace ; but the business was chiefly man¬ 
aged by my Lord Downe, Sir John Boynton (the King’s 
Serjeant-at-law), Sir Jonathan Jennings, and myself. 

23. I went for York with my family. Hay 
by the way at the house of Sir Philip Hungate, ‘who had 
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lately married my cousin german, Mrs. Monson, dangliter 
to the Lord Monson, one of the imfortuiiatc judges of the 
late King. 

May 29. Eeing the King’s birthday, Ihc sherilT of 
the city, three aldermen, Mr, Chamaillor of the Court 
of York, and several other gentlemen dimal wi(h nu', 
where they were entertained with what ])ro\'isi(.)n the 
place afforded, and with music, the great guns from the 
Tower, and at night the common. peo])lo luid wine and 
ale at a bonfire, which was made belbre the Manor gate. 
Dining my stay there I was entertained at diniu'r by 
several of the citizens, with my wife and I'amily, and re¬ 
ceived great civilities from them; only my Lord Mayor 
(brother to Sir Henry Thompson, who died at that tinug 
both very anti-monarchical persons,) I had no coniiuerco 
with. 

I received at this time a letter of assurance from my 
Lord Privy Seal that he continued in the, siuiui degree; ol* 
favour mth his Majesty, Jiotwithst.anding many Hying 
reports to the contrary ; and because it was noised abroad 
that he was not advising to the match tluai transacting 
between Prince George, third brotlu;r to tin; King ed’ 
Denmark, and my lady Anne, second dangliter to iht; 
Duke of .York. 

June 16. I returned back to my own house at Thry- 
bergh without any accident. God lie jiraist'd ! 

June 26. Came the report of a dangerous conspiracy 
against the life of our sovereign lord the .King, laid liy 
the anti-Court party, comjmscd of such as had lmn\ di.s 
appointed of preferments at Court,, and of iToI.e.Mlaiit 
dissenters. It was also against tlu; Duke of York, and 
intended to have shot the King and the Duke c.oming 
firom Newmarket in their c.oaeii, the certain ilay of liis 
return being known, by forty iiieii well armed, who, after 
the blow given, were to fly to London, mid to rejiorL that 
t e papists had done ih In London there were a Liody of 
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men ready to rise, to 
City and Tower, and cons<3d'tU>' 
—the Prince of Orange : 

heir to the Crown), and tliG I 
ready to head the rebels. 

This was most miracul^^'^tal 
pening at PTewmarket, 1 

of the town, caused the ^ 

days sooner. It was aftcrWC^X'clH 
and the Duke as they cam© d 
was also disappointed by d) 

King, their design being eitlaot' t< 
and the like disappointmeiaC^^ p 
of the melancholy conspira-t'orn 
phrase, was against them ll 

him to go and reveal it, u.s h 
this, several of the contrivcnns i 
mouth and my Lord Grey, ‘W’’ 
being taken. Sir Thomas Ai'm 
were taken and committed to 
Esses, Lord Howard of Esci’ieh 
others. At the same time I J'cm 
Leoline Jenkins, Secretary ol* S 
to be made for one Mr. Ci< 
Helthorpe, two supposed to I)c 
said accoimt, by sending Wcii-'ra 
and cry to several places. 

June 28, I went to York 
diligence, and got my Lord IVEiiy 
his civil power, he granting ino 
constables to assist my soldioi'.s : 
very ready to give me what iihi 
K ing’s service in that particular 

Jime 30, I had several t; 
pected persons, and to exam in ■ 
thought dangerous, from tiro 
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Seal, and Lord Lieutenant. I med wliat diligence I could 
in this affair, and gave an account above every post of my 
proceedings. 

July 3. My Lord Burlington acquainted me tliat lie 
had appointed the deputy-lieutenants to meet him at 
York, and desired me to be there. It was there that 
such as we supposed to be disaffeeded and dangerous to 
tlie Government should be disarmed. 

My Lord Burlington was under these circumstances at 
that time, that he was looked upon above as a cautious 
man, that had no mind to venture too hir for fear of his 
great estate, and so seemed to carry fair with all parties. 
This made him now more free than usual, that lie miglit 
not bo suspected to incline in the least to that faction; 
wherefore he courted mo at a groat rate, wrote to mo 
every day, advised with me sometimes by letter, some¬ 
times by meeting me in the middle way be,tween Ijanes- 
borough and York, in all direc.tions wdiich he recadved 
from above; desired me to join with him in the forming 
and signing a (‘ongratulatory address to the King for his 
escape from this danger; and desired me to iranuj a, letter 
for him to the de])uty-lioutenanta, thcTO being mori', ])re- 
sent that understood the method of thesci ihings better 
than myself, though he pa.ssod this compliment upon me 
before them all, that no man was better in that sort of 
composition. 

July C. I was invited to dinner to my Lord Mayor, 
who gave me a very handsome entertainm(‘nt, jind dc'- 
dared his great desire to kec^j) a fair correspondence with 
me, owning how much the city had been obliged to me, 
but showed the King’s command for it from the SecTotary 
at the same time. 

Six Scotchmen being stopped at Kerrybrldge by direc¬ 
tions from the Secretary, coming from London towards 
Scotland, and being but slightly examined hy the justice 
of the peace, I caused them to confess imieli more to me, 
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wliicli I transmitted to the Secretary, as also the examina¬ 
tion of another of that nation, who was sent to York 
Castle, and proved a very dangerous rogue. These seven 
were sent for up by habeas corpus to the King and 
Council, and gave evidence above as other Scotchmen 
did upon their examination, that the conspiracy was 
general in both kingdoms amongst the discontented and 
fanatic party; and that several being, or j)retending to be, 
Scotch pedlars were emissaries from thence to Iceep 
correspondence with that party here. XJpo.ii this I wrote 
up above to offer if it might be seasonable to cause a 
strict search to be made for all Scotch petty chapmen 
or pedlars, and to cause such as were found dangerous 
upon their examinations before the next justice of peace 
to be secured, the rest to be wlhpt and passed according 
to the statute. This was very well approved, and at our 
next sessions at Leeds and Itotherham many ’were taken 
and examined, amongst which some of them proved dan¬ 
gerous, and declared it their oihniou that in some eases it 
was lawful to take up arms against the King, especially in 
that of conscience. 

July 12. My Lord Burlington desired me to go to 
Leeds to promote this searcli after Scotchmen and the 
disarming of the disaffected, which I did with the appro¬ 
bation of all tlie deputy-lieutenants • and justices of tlie 
peace, there being some fifteen in number. 

July 13. I came to Thrybergh, where I found my 
tliird son, John, very ill, 

July 17. The Tuesday after I went to Eotherham 
sessions, where I pursued the same work, and caused strict 
watch and ward to be kept in that division. 

July 19. I designed to return to York the next day, 
but was prevented by the unhappy death of my poor boy, 
a very hopeful and witty youth. This was a sensible 
grief to me and his mother. 

In this time I received six letters from Mr. Secretary 
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Jenkins, in one of wliich tliere was tliis expression : ‘ I 
see bow diligent and zealous you have been in his 
Majesty’s service and in the faithful disclmrgc of it in 
all things relating thereto, &c. I would* encourage you 
to go on in his Majesty’s service as you have constantly 
done, which hath justly gained you ray esteem.’ 

September 11. The mayor and aldermen of the cor¬ 
poration of Doncaster, with several other members of it, 
made me a present of two runlets of white wine and 
claret, and sent word that they would dine with me the 
next day, whicli they did, and received such entertain¬ 
ment as gave them satisfaction. 

September 18. I mustered my troops at Doncaster, 
where I entertained the mayor, some aldermen and 
several gentlemen, to the number of eighteen, at dinner 
at my charge. 

September 27. The mayor of that corporation sent 
to invite me to dinner, it being the feast at his going out 
of his mayoralty, which I accepted, and sent him a buck, 
and was very well entertained. My Lord Castleton dined 
there the same day, whom I liad not seen to converse 
with him of some years. ITo surprised in calling for 
wine and drinking to me as soon as he came into the 
room. 

I about this time received a confirmation of the bad 
news that sister, notwithstanding all my endeavours 
to prevent it, and her often repeated vows never to do it, 
had married one Burke, before mentioned, a fellow that 
had raised liimself from a common soldier to be a lieu¬ 
tenant of foot, but neither of parts, person, fortune, nor 
extraction, and at that time out of all employment. It 
was a great trouble to me, 

October 4. I went to a meeting of the dcjmty lieu¬ 
tenants at Doncaster. 

October 8. There was another day appointed for the 
same service at Barnsley, wlierc I was likewise. 



which I desired to have, that I might be near the King 
at a time when I thought he would take new measures as 
to the scheme of affairs, officers, and other public concerns 
for his own and the nation’s security, after the late hellish 
conspiracy. 

Octoher 23. I went to my command at York. The 
Sunday following, being in the Minster, I found the 
cushion whicli used to be in my seat removed into the 
next where Sir John Brook was to sit (a person that I, 
with other deputy lieutenants, had thought fit to disarm 
in our iate search for arms). This person rising at the 
psalms, I took up the cushion and replaced it in my seat. 
Service being ended, Sir John asked mo if I had the 
same commission to take his cushion tliat I had to take 
his arms. I said I took it as my own, as I should always 
do when I saw it misplaced; and if he took his being 
disarmed ill from me, he made choice of an ill place to 
quarrel in, and that lie durst not say those things in any 
otlier. The next day I expected to hear from him, he 
seeming very much disturbed with this treatment; but 
not sending to me for reparation, the next morning I sent 
the captain that then commanded a company in York, to 
tell him that I had stayed some time at home, thinking 
to hear from him, and believed the reason why I did not 
to be the character I bore in that city, and did therefore 
now send to him to tell him, that if he had any resent¬ 
ment either for my taking his cushion or arms, I was 
ready to give him satisfaction as a private person. He 
returned me this answer—that he was most concerned at 
my taking away the cushion, because it did prevent liis 
giving it to me, which he intended, but that for satisfaction 
he thought what had passed between us did not oblige 



I could have been very well content that no occasions of 
such disputes had offered themselves, but when they do. 
I have found that the best way to prevent them for the 
future is not to seem too backward in seeking reparation. 

I waited one day on Dr. Dolbeii, late Bishop of Win¬ 
chester, and now lately translated to the diocese of York, 
who received mo with great kindness and respect; and 
afterwards on niy Lord Mayor, with whom I dealt some¬ 
thing freely in matters which he had lately done relating 
to the King’s service; but we ])artcd very fair. I returned 
to Tbrybergli the 30th. 

After settling my affairs there, though much inter¬ 
rupted by the visits of many neighbours to take their 
leave of me, I set forward for London, October the 14th, 
with my wife and family, where I arrived without any 
accident, on Saturday, the 19th. 

By visit to iny Lord Privy Seal, I found him still in 
the King’s good esteem ; that the Duke was not so grate¬ 
ful to him as tins services done by him deserved ; that the 
differences between him and my Lord Eocliester lasted 
still, and ■with more acrimony than before. Waiting 
upon the Secretary of State, Sir Lcoline Jenkins, he told 
me the King liked my carriage in res]’)cct to his service in 
the country very well; that the Lord Mayor of York was 
sent for up, by order of Council, for some 'words he had 
spoken, and asked my opinion of him, in which I spoke 
according to my judgment. The King received me 
graciously, and the Duke seemed kind to me, and my 
Lord Kochester the same, to wliom I paid a visit. 

October 21. Mr. Sidney, one of the conspirators, 
was tried for his life, and found guilty of high treason. 

I found the hopes of a Parliament a great way off. 


come over, and observed to be very kind to the Duchess 
of Portsmouth, and she to him, gave so great a jealousy 
to the King that he sent him avfay, and ’twas suspected 
the duchess would not stay long behind, which few people 
seemed sorry for. 

I had heard from a great man that something would 
shortly happen that would give great mortification to the 
Duke of York and that party. And it seemed to be ex¬ 
plained on the 24th, when the Duke of Monmouth, sus¬ 
pected to be fled into Planders or some other part of the 
world beyond sea, for tlie conspiracy, surrendered himself 
to Mr. Secretary Jenkins at Whitehall, where (the thing 
before concerted) the King and the Duke went to liim, 
and after an hour’s discourse allowed him to go to his 
lodging in the Cockpit, attended by his own servants, and 
under no other restraint than that of one sergeant-at- 
arms. But what was said or done might be conjectured, 
but not known. This was a great surprise to all people. 

October 25. Waiting on my Lord Privy Seal, he 
told me that he doubted not but the Duke of Monmouth’s 
admittance to the King and the Duke (for that day he 
had kissed the King’s hand, the Duke’s, and the Queen’s), 
would have various interpretations and guesses by whose 
intercession chiefly it came to pass. I told him the 
report of the world was that the Duchess of Portsmouth 
and my Lord Sunderland had done it, and that it was 
pubhcly kno^vn that the King liad said in Council the 
day before, that it was at the request of the Duke of 
York, to whom he had made submission and disclaim of 
all competition to the Crown. My lord said that was a 
mistake, for the Duke of York and his interest had opposed 
it to the last; and did own that himself had chiefly 
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aboured in it, and brought it to cfTect. He gave me 
everal reasons as well public as private for liis so doing, 
.ot so fit here to be mentioned, lly this it appeared 
hat, notwithstanding the great interest against this lord, 
le reserved a groat power with the King. I found by 
lis lordship tliat the Duke of Mouinoutli had confivssed 
lie truth of the late plot to the King and Duke, but would 
lot give any public evidence against the conspirators. 
3ut ’tis certain whatever interest it was that efiected this 
aatter, the King himself had a great hand in it, who had 
L paternal kindness Ibr tlie Duke of Monmouth, and 
iould not contain himself from giving open and i)Liblic 
expressions of it wherever lie met the duke; and the 
hike, on the other liaiid, showed all the respect and 
liligence imaginable in attending upon and following the 
iCiiig. 

November 28. dlie wiiolc Court began now to dis- 
iover, that though the Duke of York seemed c'onseiitiiig 
,0 the Duke of Monmouth’s re-admission into the King’s 
avoiir, it was not freely, but from nee.essity, the King de- 
daring he would have it so ; lor the Duke was not made 
mivy to it above two days before it came to jiass. 

November 20, TJie King then, UvS lie came Iroin my 
Lady Portsmouth’s, ask'd me, Itiuniiig ujKni my arm, if I 
mew sufficient matter for bringing a. (jiio 'warrcaito against 
he charter of York. I answered, No, but would en- 
leavour to inform myself. I said I fc(ared‘ I could not 
lo it so well at this distanec as if I were upon llie 
dace. The King replied, ‘ I only recommend it to ytni.’ 
.VCy Lord Mayor of that city had denied leave to a mounte¬ 
bank, that had the King’s own ree.ommendation, to erect 
lis stage in iJiat plaeu, wJiieh lie, having eom[)lained ol^ 
lis Majesty gave me order that it might be suffered with- 
)ut my Lord Mayor. 

December 4. My Lord Mayor being come up, came 
see me, and desired leave, when he came before tlie 



tlie coimtry, wMch I gave him leave to do. I knew that 
the Duke of York, who thought him accessory to his once 
ill reception at York, wished his punishment. However, 
I did the man right to justify him in what I might, and 
to carry liim to my Lord Privy Seal, who promised to 
assist him at the Council; for I knew there was some 
private animosity in the complaint against liim, and hoped 
it might be a means to make him a thorough convert to 
the Government, if he was hut mercifully handled in this 
matter. 

December 5. Being at my Lady Portsmouth’s, the 
King told me there was a new complaint against my Lord 
Mayor of York, and that he feared he was but a bad 
man. I said that I was obliged to acquaint his Majesty 
with this truth, that he was very ready to give me his 
assistance in York at' the time of the plot, but that I had 
nothing to say in his defence for any new matter laid to 
his charge, and which might be committed since I came 
from thence. 

December 6. The Duke of Monmouth, having ob¬ 
tained his pardon, refused to sign a public declaration of 
his knowledge of the late conspiracy, for which tlie King 
seat to discharge him from coming into Whitehall. My 
Lord Privy Seal said to me that the manner of doing it 
was something hard (as it was required), but he ought to 
have submitted entirely to the King in it. I found his 
lordship was concerned (as he had reason to be, being 
looked upon as his friend in the matter of his admittance) 
that he was so obstinate. The same day, Mr. Sidney was 
executed on Tower Hill, as one of the conspirators, but 
said nothing before he suffered, only left a paper with the 
sheriff, which I heard the King say was very treasonable 




sliowed it not openly, that he was not consulted on the 
affair of bringing in the Duke of Monmouth ; and it was 
my Lord Privy Seals expression that the Duke would 
never forgive him it. But the King being the chief in¬ 
strument of it, it did not appear that his lordship lost any 
interest with him, though the Duke of Monmouth per¬ 
formed not what was expected from him. 

The confederates in Spain, Holland, Sweden, &c.,that 
were now preparing to resist the French, and to preserve 
Flanders, were very angry with us that we still continued 
in our neutrality, and, as the Spaniard said, contrary to our 
league with him ; but our King said his own affairs were 
in so ill a posture at liome, that he "was not in condition 
to come into tlic war. This conlirmed the jealousy of 
our adhering to the French interest, and of a private 
commerce with them, by the means of tlie Duchess of 
Portsmouth. 

December 11. It was much reported in town that 
my Lord Privy Seal was not well with the King u])oii the 
late affair with the Did<e of Moiiinouth, and that he met 
with discouragements at Court to so great a degree as to 
make him leave business. My lord told me, upon my ac¬ 
quainting him witli this, that he had met with discourage¬ 
ments from some, but not from the King, for he was as 
well there as ever ; and that there would be a further 
production of affairs, in a little time, than was expected, 
and so pointed at. the thing that I guessed what he 
meant. 

December 16. Being with the Duke of Albemarle, 
he told me he was sorry to find that my Lord Privy Seal, 
only out of design to outdo his adversary, my Lord 
Eochester, should have so great a hand in bringing in 
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my Lord Privy Seal Lad no friendship for h 
being the King’s brother, he might have told 
design, and not have brought in Monmoul 
acquainting him with it in the least; that he c 
forget the former services done by my Lord 1 
but he took a method to bring it to pass were 
for to his knowledge he was yet labouring to 
King and the Duke of Monmouth. 

The Duke of Albemarle said his highnes! 
own relation to my Lord Privy Seal, but his 1 
respect to his highness were more valuable tc 
all that, and he hoped my lord designed no d. 
him in that affair; with much more to the s 
his grace seeming to lament my Lord Privy Se 
in this concern. 

I told his lordship these paidiculars, to 
made this answer, that this complaint from 
looked as if he had a mind to be upon better 
with him ; but that he had not seen the Duk( 
mouth since he last went from Coimt, and th 
acting in that affair by the King’s commands, 
acquaint the Duke with it when his Majesty 
allow him to do it; but said on Wednesday af 
to dine with the Duke of Albemarle, and shou 
better able to demean himself in this matter, il 
to him in it, by knowing of it before, for 
thanked me. His grace had told me further. 
Privy Seal would trust him, he could tell hin 
be too hard for Kochester, ■without using such 
this to effect it. 

December 18. Dining in the City with six 
of quality, coming away with two of them af 


cjlosed. By this time I got into them and broke one of 
their swords, and so they were parted. The one of them, 
-vvhich was Major Orbe, eldest son of Sir Thomas Orbe, 
of Lincolnshire (the other’s name was Belleugeambe, of 
the hlorth, the chief of that family), not thinking this Ml 
satisfaction, notwithstanding all my endeavours to make 
them friends, challenged Bellengeambe a second time; 
gincl taking coach, and I with them, bought new swords 
“by the way, and came towards Hyde Park to fight. As 
^ve came by the way, I offered to be second, since they 
•%voiild fight, to either of them, and the other should look 
ont for another to be his. Mr. Orbe chose me, and bid 
iBellengeambe seek his friend. Bellengeambe said he 
never would make use of any second, but would decide it 
presently by moonshine, for it was nine o’clock at night 
and very light, and would confide in my honour to see 
fair play done between them ; which at the last I accepted 
at both their entreaties. By the mercy of heaven, missing 
one another’s bodies as they passed against one another the 
second time, and closing together, I came in to part them, 
and Mr. Orbe’s footman doing the same, we held their 
swords so as no mischief was done ; only Mr. Orbe had a 
slight prick in the thigh, ]\Ir. Bellengeambe had a raze 
on the forehead, and myself a slight himt as I came in to 
part them. After this we went all to supper, and parted 
good friends. 

The same day I received news that Sir Eoger Strick¬ 
land had a design to stand for Parliament man at 
Aldboroiigh, and that some gentlemen of the neighbour- 
Lood, formerly my friends, upon the rumour that I 
intended to stand at York, had recommended him to that 





and were reputed papists. 


CHAPTEE XI. 


Halifax’s Arguments to tlie King for a new Parliament—Lord Chief Justice 
Jeffreys and the Middlesex Magistrates—A hard Frost—Successful 
Elforts to release Dnnhy—His Reception at Court on leaving the Tower 
—Rereshy and the Duchess of Portsmouth—James’s Speech about 
Buckingham—Diversions at Newmarket—Rochester and his Friends— 
Lord Dartmouth—The York Charter—The King’s Birthday—Jeffreys 
at York Assizes—Sir John’s Entertainment of him—Conduct of the 
York Corporation—Changes in the Ministry—Triumph of Halifax—At 
Nottingham Castle—The French Interest—Danhy in the Country— 
Festivities at York—Reresby proposed ns a Member for the City— 
Christmas at Thrybergh again, 

1684 

January 2. I learnt from a great man that no Par¬ 
liament was near, and that some near the King were de¬ 
signing other measures than those of Parliaments. He 
lamented, at the same time, that now when the fanatic 
party had nothing to say or argue against the Govern¬ 
ment, they must have some colour of complaint given 
them by this and some other things in agitation. 

January 10. My Lord Privy Seal told me he had 
been very earnest with the King for a Parliament, but to 
no purpose ; that he had used for arguments that, though 
the King had slipped his opportunity of calling one soon 
after the last plot, when he could not have missed of one 
according to his own desire, if he feared not to have a 
good one now, the longer it was deferred the worse it 
would be, till at the last it might be used as an argument 
never to call one at all. That nothing ought to be so 
dear to him as to keep his word with his people ; that 
the law required a Parliament to be called every three 







such proclamation was that he intended to call another 
within the three years, and that he feared an ill construc¬ 
tion might be made of his not doing accordingly ; that 
though- the anti-monarchical party was very low and dis¬ 
couraged, yet this might raise discontent in another party, 
those which were for the service of the Crown, but for 
his Majesty observing the laws at the same time, espe¬ 
cially where they had liis royal word for it. However, if 
his Majesty thought fit to do it, he (Halifax) would not 
rehnqifish his service, but if he could find out any reasons 
as an excuse for his not doing so, Avould study to do it. 
So that there seemed no possibility of a Parliament, 
except we were compelled to it by a foreign cause; for if 
the war went on between Prance and Spain, we continued 
in danger that Spain and Holland would declare war 
against us. 

January 15. The sessions for Middlesex being at 
Hicks Hall and the Old Bailey, my Lord Chief Justice 
Jeffreys had reflected upon the whole bench of justices 
of the peace' of that county, by using general words, as 
he found fault with one of them, who indeed had acted 
not according to law for bailing a person that had com¬ 
mitted murder, saying the justices of the peace for Mid¬ 
dlesex did what they ought not to do, that they took no 
care of acting according to the law, or their duty, &c. 
Notice of this being brought to us sitting at Hicks Hall, 
and that his lordship had said this and more to the same 
effect in open court at the Old Bailey, I moved that 
some gentlemen might be sent to his lordship to require 
reparation, it being hard the whole bench should suffer 
in the esteem of the world for one man’s fault. This was 
agreed unto, and I, being one of the four sent, so laid the 



TT ciQ JCV.iJ.WYJ.JJLg 


- J -— J 

gentlemen. 

January 17. The King and Duke both comnaanded 
me to take care at this sessions that Scotch pedlars might 
be punished witliin the county of Middlesex, for which 
matter a very strict order was made, of which his Majesty 
had an account from me that night, as also concerning 
some commands Ire had given me before relating to the 
charter of York. 

' January 28. At this time there was so great a frost 
(which began about the middle of December), tha^t the 
Thames was frozen over below the bridge ; there were 
bull-baitings and horse-races upon the Thames, coaches 
went and passed there as in the streets. The salt water 
was frozen upon all the coasts above a league into the 
sea, so that we could liavc no commerce from any part of 
the world, no ships or boats being able cither to go out 
or come in. 

January 30. I was desired by the Duke of Albemarle 
to acquaint my Lord Privy Seal with his continued pro¬ 
ject to farm all the King’s revenue (with others engaged 
with him in it) at 1,575,000/. per annum, and to desire 
his lordship’s assistance in it. My Lord Privy Seal told 
me it would intrench too much on iny Lord Kochester to 
sufCer tliat to be clone, but that he wished the duke good 
luck in it, and would assist him what he could. 

The Duke of York'did now chiefly manage affairs, but 
with great haughtiness, yet my Lord of Danby was hkely 
to get out of the Tower, against the Duke’s will; for my 
Lord Privy Seal told me it would be done, that he was 
that lord’s friend in the thing, and that the King had 
made both the Didce and Lord Eochester content with 
it. For all this, it was strongly opposed underhand by 


Danby might join with Halifax to weaken their interest. 

February 10. Sir Thomas Shngsby, Sir Thomas 
Mauleverer, and some other gentlemen of Yorkshire, to 
show their diligence for the King’s service exceeded mine, 
sent up an agent, with some matter whereon to ground a 
forfeiture of the charter of the city of York. Of which 
having early notice from a friend, I first went and in¬ 
formed the Duke of York and the Secretary with it,*and 
used means to introduce their messenger myself to the 
Secretary, whereby I did prevent any jealousy at Court of 
my being too much a friend to that city, and them of the 
credit they pretended to have by it. And now it was 
resolved a quo warranto should be brought against that 
city, if the matter to ground one upon was sufficient. 

February 12. My lord of Danby was bailed from 
his long confinement of five years, with all the popish 
lords that had lain there since the first plot, excepting the 
two that were dead. 

The same day my lord of Danby came to hiss liis 
Majesty’s hand in the bedchamber, where I chanced to 
be present. The King received liim very civilly, and when 
the earl complained of his long imprisonment, told him 
that he knew it was against his consent, which my lord 
owned with thankfulness; but there was no discourse 
between them in private. My Lord Privy Seal came into 
the presence soon after, and the two lords saluted each 
other but slightly. The next day, going from the Privy 
Seal to wait on the earl, my lord bid me give him his 
service and teU him that he should have taken a more 
particular sort of notice of him, but that he thought it 
might not prove so well for his service. The earl said 
that it was for that reason he took so also little notice of his 
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would, but not upon that national foundation where he 
would only engage, declaring his aversion to a French 
or a popish interest. Fie told me further what had 
passed between the Duke of York and him at his late 
visit to him, after he had been with the King, whereby I 
found him disgusted with that prince ; and that upon the 
Duke telling the earl that he had heard of something of 
slight he had said concerning him, the earl had replied 
that it was true he had often been so unfortunate as to 
differ with him in opinion, and had not yet found reason 
to repent of it, but that he never said anything against his 
person, and if anybody had told him that, they were but 
whispers and lies, and should bo glad to know who were 
his informers. But the Duke evaded that. 

Fehruary 10. My Lord Privy Seal, at my instance, 
obtained leave of the King for me to buy an independent 
company, and to have it removed from Portsmouth to 
York. The same day, thanking the King for it, I had a 
long discourse with him of the temper and condition of the 
city of York, liis Majesty thanking me ff)r my care of that 
place, but concluding it necessary that a quo uuirranto 
should issue out agaiiist their charter. I desired of him 
at the same time a lease of the manor, which he bade 
me petition him for, and ho woiQd advise with the Lords 
of the Treasury concerning it. I bought the said inde¬ 
pendent cora])uny of Captain Howe for nine hundred 
pounds, but was not allowed to remove it for the present. 

February 20. I found by my Lord Privy Seal that he 
and my Lord Danby understood one another. 

February 22. I waited on my Lady Portsmouth 
(her son, the Duke of Eiclnnond, being Master of the 
Horse to the King, and under whom the pages of honour 






many, but she would speak to him concerning my son. 
The boy being then some twelve years old, was handsome, 
had good parts, and, I thank God, every way hopeful; 
and though he was lit in his nature and disposition for a 
Court, yet I long disputed with myself whether or no to put 
him into that way of education, which was more wicked 
and debauched at that time tha,n in former ages. But I 
considered it would prove a better provision for him than 
I was otherwise able to make, and that if he inclined to 
be ill, he might find opportunities for it in all conditions, 
and so resolved to place him there if I could. 

February 25. I drew a petition, which, without amend- 
]nents by my Lord Privy Seal, my Lord Burlington, and 
others, to whom I showed it, I presented to the King, 
which he received and sent himself to the Secretary to 
give it him with his own hands, ordering him to refer it 
to the Lords of the Treasury to report their opinions of 
it to him. 

February 27. My Lord Mulgrave told me that ho 
believed the business of my son’s being [i page of honour 
would succeed, for that he had accidentally heard of my 
pretension in that kind, and had seconded me in it to the 
duchess, who was serious in it, telling her several kind 
things of me and the antiquity of ]iiy family. 

March 1. The King went to Kewmarket. 

March 14. I went by Cambridge to see my brother 
Yarburgh Beresby, then fellow of St. John’s, and arrived 
at Kewmarket on the 17th. 

March 17. That night, waiting on his royal highness, 
amongst other discourse he was speaking of the Duke 
of Buckingham’s consumption of his great estate, and of 
some other of his qualities (for he did not love him), and 



The weather was very unseasonable and dirty, so that 
walking the town with his Majesty he observed I had but 
thin shoes, and advised me to get a stronger pair, to pre¬ 
vent getting cold, which I here mention as an example of 
that prince’s great goodness and care of those persons 
that came near liim, however inconsiderable. 

Hearing soon after my arrival that the Duchess of 
Portsmouth Imd spoken again to the King to accept my 
son as his page of honour, I thanked her for it, who told 
me she would present him herself at her return to 
London to his Majesty. She invited me the day after 
to dinner, where his Majesty, having dined before, sat 
by us all the wliile. The next day 

March 20, I dined with the Duke of Albemarle; 
the day after with tiie French ambassador by invitation. 
The same day that duke told me that lie had received a 
letter from the Duke of Newcastle to bo kind to me,^and 
bid mo when I wrote to him to assure him that he had 
commanded hiin a thing to do that he had as much a 
disposition to do as his grace to direct him to it. 

March 22. Doing mounted on a good horse of my 
own breed, bolH the King and the duchess commended 
him, but I had tlie ill-fortune to lame him as he came to 
London. That day the Court returned for London, and 
I went to Dory to see my Aunt Monson, whom I found 
in good health, though of great years. The next day I 
returned for Newmarket, and then to London. 

The diversions the King followed at Newmarket were 
these :—^Walking in the morning till ten o’clock; then he 
went to the cocdqiit till dinner time ; about three he went 
to the liorse-rcaces; at six to the cockpit for an hour ; 
then to the play, though the comedians were very indif- 



bed. 

March 24. I bad a.n account from York that some 
of the corporation -were for surrendering, others for de¬ 
fending their charter; and as that the consent must be 
general to do either, it -would prove of consequence that 
it would fall into the lung's hand by default of defence, 
which I acquainted the King and the Duke with. 

The war in Europe seemed now again to be likely to 
go on between the French and the Spaniards with their 
confederates, the French King having offered either a 
truce or a peace for seven years upon such hard terms— 
for he would keep whatever he had taken from the 
Spaniards or the Empire—that it could not be agreed to. 
The King of England seconded the Frencli King’s pro¬ 
posals, and recommended them both to Spain and the 
United Provinces as reasonable, and offered to be guarantee 
of the said peace or truce. 

April 2. My Lord Eochester’s friends were advanced, 
and Mr. Godolphin, one of the commissioners of the 
Treasury, was made Secretary of State, in the place of Sir 
Leoline Jenkins, who had leave to retire by reason of 
his great • age ; but this gentleman had the assistance 
of the Duchess of Portsmouth also in that promotion. 
My Lord Privy Seal told me the same day that though all 
these interests continued averse to him, the King was as 
kind to him as ever. Plowever, it was visible lie was less 
in business than before. 

April o. I waited on my Lord Eochester at his 
house, who was very civil to me, to desire he would come 
to some resolution in the business of my petition for a 
lease of the manor of York as soon as could be with his 
convenience. He promised me he would, but could not 
despatch it as yet. That day tlie Dudiess of Portsmouth 
presented my second son Tamworth to the King for page 




intended sale of York manor, and gave him some reasons 
why it should not be sold, which so far convinced the 
Duke that he told me he was of the opinion that it was the 
King’s interest to keep it. 

Apil 15. My Lord Dartmouth, Master of the Ord¬ 
nance, being now returned from demolishing Tangiers, 
and being better received by the King and Duke than was 
expected by his adversaries, each faction was ready to 
gain him to their side; but he told the King and Duke 
that he would join with nobody but himself for tlieir 
service, and stand upon his own legs. When I told this 
to my Lord Privy Seal, he said everybody had hot wit 
and strength to stand alone ; that it was true he had done 
so, which lie attributed to the King’s kindness to him, 
and liis good fortune, and to some measures (especially 
that of not seeking Ids own gain or profit) which his 
lordship, in his circumstances, was not so well qualified 
to follow, and tliat he had at the last this advantage by 
it, that he hoped ere long to find Ids greatest opponents 
court him for their friend (meaning Lords Eochester and 
Sunderland), for at this time it was given out that they 
began to disagree. 

Ap'il 19. Sir Henry Goodricke, brother to my Lord 
Dartmouth, told me that the said lord was under some 
intention to make himself the head of a third faction, in 
opposition to those of' Halifax on one side, Eochester, 
Sunderland and Portsmouth on the other, as the only way 
to bring things to a national bottom, which was the thing 
he contrived, being averse to fanaticism on tlic one hand, 
and to popery and a French interest on the other; and 
that himself liad told my Lord of Danby of this, who ap¬ 
proved it extremely, which woidd make him very great 



concern of the garrison of York. 

April 24. I had some heats with Captain Burke, 
that married my imfortiinate sister, and with Colonel 
Oglethorpe, at this time, but it came not to a quarrel with 
either. 

My Lord Eochester gave charge to the solicitor who 
managed my suit against the Scotch pedlars, or I’atlier 
defended it, that whatever the account of the expense 
were it should be brought to him, for the King would 
pay it himself. Waiting on my lord Chief Justice Jeffreys 
he told me I had proceeded legally in that affair, and 
that should appear when the cause came to be tried before 
him, and that he had given the same laws against Scotch 
pedlars as well as other vagrants in his late circuit, and 
by the King’s order. The Attorney-general was also of 
the same opinion. 

April 25. The charter of York being now likely to 
fall into the King’s hand by default. Sir Thomas Slingsby 
and Sir Henry Marwood, myself, and otliers, met to agree 
upon persons for bearing office in that city, -who were of 
best ability and loyalty ; and made a list, which we pre¬ 
sented to Secretary Godolphin, as the Duke had directed 
me, to which were added six gentlemen of the country 
for justices of the peace (though not freemen of the city), 
to be joined with them for the administration of justice 
within the same. 

April 26. I received the unwelcome neAVS by an 
express from York, that on St. George’s Day, when four 
guns had been fired, the tower was set on fii'c, and all the 
inside of it burnt; only the powder and some part of the 
arms were saved. This happened in the worst con¬ 
juncture that could be (my Lord Dartmouth, Master of 


till lie liad iirovidcd for me in some kind as beneficial. 
He promised the same on my behalf some days after to 
my Lord Privy Seal; but I continued, however, doubtful 
of the issue. 

May 1. My Lord Dartmouth told me that if I would 
accept of the lieutenant-governorship of Hull, witli the 
game salary the King gave me as governor of York, he 
would obtain it for me, the present lieutenant-governor 
being likely to be removed; but I told him I could not 
in honour descend from governor to lieutenant-governor. 
He replied it was as honourable to be the King’s lieutenant 
in so great a garrison as to be governor of a less. How¬ 
ever, I resolved to continue the command I had if it was 
possible. 

May 10. I went to Windsor, and. there meeting my 
Lord Privy Seal, he had a confirmation from the King 
that York should continue a garrison, and that my company 
should be removed Irom Portsmouth garrison thither; 
and die King was so just to his promise in this particular, 
diat of himself he gave orders that night at his couchde to 
the Secretary of War that an ()],'der should be drawn up 
against the next council day for his signing for the com¬ 
pany to march. 

May 11. This day the Duke of York was declared 
Lord High Admiral of England ; at least to have the 
power, the name and the jiatent not being given, because 
of the Act of Parliament for taking the oaths and the 
sacrament. However, this did dissatisfy some people. 

This day, the Queen being at dinner, the Duchess of 
Portsmouth, as a lady of the bedchamber, came to wait 
oil her, which was not usual, and ])ut the Queen into that 
disorder that tears came into her eyes, whilst the other 
laughed and turned it into jest 
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the key of Germany and Holland, as well as of Flanders, 
and might probably prove too great a setting up of the 
French. 

May 29. I went to Windsor, it being the King’s 
birthday, to wish him happiness and long life. There 
was a great crowd attending upon the same occasion, but 
not much gallantry of clothes. The Duke of York 
was'then declared to be of the Council, commonly called 
the Privy Council, from which he had been excluded ever 
since the making of the statute for taking the oaths ; nor 
did he now take the oaths notwithstanding his re-admission, 
which gave some occasion of discourse, as it was break¬ 
ing through one of the most strict Acts of Parliament. 

June 15. I took my leave of the King, who said to 
me that some that served him so carefully and so "well as 
I had done should be in his thoughts, and that I sliould 
find it. I waited then on his highness the Duke, and 
desired his commands for York. He told me that he 
doubted not but I would do what became me, in order to 
his Majesty’s service, and that as to his own particular he 
depended on me. I assured him I should never fail him 
in that trust; only desired him not to believe stories of 
me to my prejudice. For all counties had competitors, 
and that I could not hope to live without enemies, who 
had the honour to serve the King, before others of equal 
quality to myself, or of better, which did certainly create 
envy to me. 

June 16. Carrying my wife to see the Duchess of 
Portsmouth, she invited her and my daughter to dinner, 
said very kind thmgs to them, and desired me, whenever 
I came afterwards to Windsor, to make her table my own. 
That day I returned for London. 
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June 20. Sir Thomas Armstrong, one of those that 
were outlawed upon tlie late plot, and the debauclier of 
the Duke of Monmouth, being taken in Holland, was 
brought over and executed at Tyburn. 

June 22. I visited my lord of Dauby, wko told me 
my Lord Eochester was making an interest with those 
they called the Moderate party, not, I suppose, so much 
from inclination as art, to rival my Lord Privy Seal, who 
was suspected to have a better interest, and consequently 
better able to bear the shock of a Parliament, in case one 
should be called, than himself. But Parliaments seemed 
things very remote ; for it was that lord’s opinion that 
we were in a very straiglit conjunction with France, that 
had taken Luxemburgh, and was likely to be successful 
according to their own wishes. 

June 26. I sot forward with my family for York¬ 
shire, arriving happily at Thrybergh the 1st of July. 

July 8. I went for York, the assizes there being ap¬ 
pointed to be held on the 14th, and my Lord Chiel; 
Justice Jeffreys luiving clioseii that circuit. This gentle¬ 
man, first known by tlie name Lawyer Jeffreys, then 
knighted by the King by the name of Sir George, made 
Justice of Chester, then Eecorder of London, and last 
Lord Chief Justice of England (for his quick parts and 
boldness and zeal for the King’s service, more than any 
perfect knowledge of the law) had been so obnoxious to 
all the late Parliaments, especially that of the year 1680, 
which sat at Westminster, that they did address against 
him to the King, that he might be laid aside from his 
chief-justiceship of Chester, and from all other his public 
offices and employments ; but his Majesty would not 
consent to it. 

This gentleman, in whom the King and the Duke both 
much relied, I resolved to receive with all the respect I 
could, and the rather because I had been formerly his 
client, and he had ever been kind to me. The night 



tliem), set Mm two sentries at Iris door, invited Mni to 
dinner the next day, which he accepted, with his fellow 
judge, Mr. Serjeant Holloway, and several of the chief 
gentlemen of .the county, to wait upon him. Another 
night, several men of quality, who took that occa¬ 
sion of coming down with his lordship to see the Hortli, 
came and took a collation with me; and my lord him¬ 
self came to me incognito one evening, and being a jolly, 
merry companion when his business was over, stayed witli 
me over a bottle till one o’clock in the morning. 

The matter of the quarrel between the corporation of 
Doncaster and my company (which was left to him to 
hear and determine) was found upon enquiry to be as 
much occasioned by the fault of the soldiers as the mayor 
and his brethren. We thought it therefore the best way 
(my lord himself approving of it) to take the submission 
of the mayor, which, partly out of fear, and partly out of 
respect to me, he was willing to make, and not to- rip 
into the miscarriages of either, so both the mayor and the 
officers (especially the first) were reproved by his lordship, 
and so dismissed. 

The seizing the libei'ty of the city of York was also 
suspended, by order from the King, till his lordship 
arrived, who, informing himself of the temper of that 
place (winch he found not so bad as it had been re]irc- 
sented), and the Lord Mayor and aldermen subtlely sub¬ 
mitting to his lordship, and oiTering to give up their 
charter into his hands for the King’s use, his lordship was 
content to continue their privileges till his return to the 
King, and, upon their invitation, to dine with the city. 
This was disgusting as much as it was disappointing to the 
^Slingsby party (as it was then called), several of the new 






persons, knowing that to appear for or against the town 
was equally dangerous, as his lordship might take or 
represent it, either at Court or upon the place, and the 
triidi was the great prosecution against that place was 
more for private than public reasons. This manner of 
carriage contributed to make people of both factions very 
civil to me, so that I had more visits and respects paid 
me than I ever had before for the time I stayed, which 
was near one month. I saw my company here complete, 
and it was a very good one ; and having two companies 
in town, we made a guard of twenty every night. 

The archbishop, first sending his wife to see mine, 
made me a visit at the Manor afterwards himself. 

My Lord Chief Justice assined me at his going away 
that he would acquaint the King and the Duke how good 
service I did them in that place. 

August 2. I returned to Thrybergh, 

August 5. The general sessions for the West Eiding 
were held at Eotherham, by adjournment. 

AugiLst 27. I went to see my lord of Danby re¬ 
turned to Kiveton after his long absence and imprison¬ 
ment. At this time some alterations had been made 
amongst the great men at Court, of which my Lord 
Eochester was one, being removed from First Com¬ 
missioner of the Treasury to be President of the Council 
—a place thougli of greater precedence than the other, 
yet nothing so considerable either in point of profit or 
dependence, power always attending the purse. By this 
it was easy to guess it was not a thing of his seeking, 
but that his opponent the Lord Halifax had brought it to 
pass, which showed his interest was still good with the 
King. This was my Lord Danby’s conjecture, which 




h\ m power and advantage; and lie bearetli it witli so 
little philosophy, that, if I had ill-nature enough for it, 
there is occasion given me to triumph. You sec I cannot 
hinder myself from imparting my satisfaction to so good 
a friend.’ But the wonder was how the linger of my 
Lord Privy Seal was able to effect tins against the 
shoulder of the Duke of York, who continued Eochester’s 
constant friend. 

September 4. I went to the Duke of Newcastle at 
his castle of Nottingham, who lodged me there, though 
all visitors except near relations lay in the town. lie 
entertained me with the stories of Ihs daughter’s marriage 
to the Earl of Thanet, which was privately done some days 
before, I having been the first tliat proposed it to the 
earl. The Duke of Buckingham had been there not long 
before, who had given him a long sclicmc of affairs above, 
whereby it should seem that tlic Erench interest ])rcvailed 
still at Court. He told me Buckingham was angry 
with the Marquis of Halifax for refusing to admit of 
privo-te ■cominuiiicatioii with tlie Ercnch ambassador, 
when he offered to bring him to his lordship, and said his 
power would never be considerable because he was averse 
to that interest. In line I believe there was little whicli 
the duke knew of this kind that he concealed from me. 
All the nobility of that and the neighbouring counties had 
met there at this time upon occasion of a liorse-race, 
most of Avhom his grace entertained one night at supper 
and a ball. 

September 7. I returned to Thrybergh. 

September 20. I received a kind letter about this 
time from my Lord Marquis of Halifax and some others 
from several persons, by wliicli I understood a probability 




September 25. I went again to visit my Lord Danby, 
wlio was very ill of a quartan ague, and of his usual 
stoppage in his throat when he drank or ate anything. I 
founcl him in bed extremely weak, but he told me that if 
ever he lived to come into business, he would do me all 
the service that lay in his power. Two days after he 
sent his sons my Lord Latimer and my Lord Lumblane to 
dine with me at Thrybergh, and recovering, went soon after 
for London. 

November 19. I went with my family to York. The 
two new sheriffs did ride and treat their friends several 
days, according to custom. They both sent to invite me 
and my wife to dinner the same day that the magistrates 
were entertained; where I went, and my Lord Mayor 
being at London, soliciting the business of the new charter, 
the dejnity ma 5 n“)r would not take place of me, but made 
me sit in my lord’s chair, and, with the rest of tlie magis¬ 
trates present, used me with all the respect and kindness 
imaginable. Besides the magistrates there dined several 
chief citizens and many gentlemen, to the number of 300. 
One of the sheriffs entertained much better tlian the other 
in the merchants’ hall, where there were several long 
tables well served, especially that where I sat, with all 
variety the season would afford, and not inferior to some 
entertainments in London upon the like occasion. 

December 10. One of the leading and most intel¬ 
ligent magistrates, one Alderman Eamsden, told me that 
at a late meeting of the most eminent citizens there hap¬ 
pened a discourse concerning me which ended in this, 
that the city was so sensible of my respects to them, that 
in case a Parliament should be called I might ^certainly 
be chosen to represent them there, provided-1 would 




an occasion should offer, they thought me worthy of that 
favour, I should not only accept of it, but do the city the 
best service I could in that capacity. 

I stayed there till near Christmas, in which time I 
was visited by the Archbishop Dolben, and most of the 
best company in the town; many of them came to dine 
with me, and I gave the ladies a ball. 

December 27. I returned to Thrybergh, by God’s 
mercy, in safety, to keep Christinas amongst my iieigh- 
boiu’s and tenants. 

I had more company this Cliristmas than heretofore. 
The four first days of the new year all my tenants of 
Thrybergh, Erinsford, Denby, Mexborough, Hooton 
Roberts and Rotherham dined with me; the rest of the 
time some four score of gentlemen and yeomen, 'with their 
wives, were invited, besides some that came from York; 
so that all the beds in the house, and most in the town, 
were taken up. There were seldom less than four score, 
counting all sorts of people, that dined in the house every 
day, and some days many more. On New Year’s Ray 
chiefly there dined above three hundred, so that whole 
sheep were roasted and served so up to feed them. For 
music I had five violins, besides bagpipes, drums and 
trumpet. 
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1685 . 

January 15. An order being issued out from tlie 
lords of tliG Treasury for tlie collecting of the duty of 
hearth-money upon the smiths’ forges in Sheffield and 
Hallamshire, after having made me but bad returns for 
the favours I had done them before in that case (I mean 
the cutlers and corporation there), they came to me to 
desire my assistance, that they might- be excused from 
that duty, if possible, by my means and intercession. I 
told them it were much fitter they should apply them¬ 
selves to the interest they had done lately, for I should 



justice, the law was now niucli cliangcd since tliis matter 
was first in question, by reason of tlic opinions of the 
judges given in the case, and of several verdicts both in 
the Courts of the lung’s Bench and of the Exchequer 
concerning it. 

January 20. The general quarter sessions for the 
West Biding were held at Doin',aster, where there ap¬ 
peared as justices Sir Michael Wentwortli, Sir George 
Cooke (whom I had got put into commission, and who 
was there to be sworn), my uncle Yarburgh, Mr. Blyth- 
man, and Mr. l^ainsden, when I gave the charge. A 
quo warranto being at this time sworn upon that corpora¬ 
tion, they resolved to send u]i their charter, and not to 
make any defence agfdnst the King. I was suspected 
to have had some hand in this prosecution, but the true 
reason was a difTcrence aiuongvst the aldermen, who ac¬ 
cused one another. Those Avho informed designed some 
change in the constitution of that body, the other party 
hoped to get both men and tilings to be continued as 
they had bemi before ; and both parties desired my direc¬ 
tion and assistance in it, but I denied to be concerned 
openly on cither side. I only gave my Lord Privy Seal 
and my Lord Burlington some intimation how things 
stood, they being the persons to whom both sides intended 
to address above in this a/Tair. The justices desired me 
to write to the first of these lords, and to enclose to him 
a printed paper containing libellous matter against the 
magistrates (composed by one of those dissenters called 
Quakers), to the end the King in Council might be 
acquainted with it; which I did, and all the rest of the 


justices subscribed to it. 

February 2. I went to make a visit to my uncle 
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Yarburgli, of Campsall, and to my cousin Tindall, of 
Brotberton. It. was here wlicre I received the sad news, 
from the Earl of Burlington, that bis Majesty bad been 
taken upon tbe 2nd, about eight in tbc morning, witli a 
fit of apoplexy, tbougb they called it an epilepsy, and bad 
continued dead near three hours, till at last he was re¬ 
turned to life by blooding, cupping, vomiting, and several 
other applications and medicines. His lordship had 
order from the secretary to write to me to take care, and 
to cause a meeting of the deputy-lieutenants and justices 
of the peace to do the same, that no meetings or seditious 
assemblies should be made by reason of suck a rumour. 
My Eord Burlington had sent liis secretary with this 
letter, wlio came so fa,st that I received it upon tlie 4t,h 
of February, about two in the afternoon. That instant I 
began to write, and disperse letters by several messengers 
to so many gcntleimm, that wm had a mooting of the 
deputy-lieutenants and justices of the peace the next day 
at Doncaster before noon, wliere, receiving an account by 
the post that his Majesty recovered, we only granted 
out orders and warrants for the militia to be ready to 
appear under arms upon an hour’s warning, and that 
strict watch and ward slioxdd be kept in. every town for 
the stopping and apprehending of such as did appear 
dangerous. 

I wrote before to York, to my officers to double the 
guards, and to my Lord Mayor to be careful to keep the 
peace of that city. 

February G. I wont to York, where the news being 
arrived that the King continued better, there were notfiing 
but bonfires and signs of joy from one end of the town to 
the other. 

February 7. The high sheriff of the county, with 
many of the chief of the gentry, came to York to consider 
which way to take to secure the peace of the county in 
case of ill news. That night we sat up together till one 
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there present, resolved to do our utmost, should the King 
die, to obviate all things to the best of our povrer that 
should anyways obstruct the Duke of York’s just claim 
to the Crown; and considering that the safety of the 
county did most depend upon that of this city (for this 
they unanimously agreed to), they issued out orders that 
night for four companies of Sir Thomas Slingsby’s regi¬ 
ment to be raised, and to reheve one another, by way of 
additional guard to the garrison under my command as 
governor. 

February 8. Being Sunday, meeting the archbishop 
at the Minster, he told me he had an account that the 
King had been ill again, with an intermitting fever or 
some fits of convidsions, but that it was hoped he was 
out of danger, though my letters spoke in a different 
style. 

February 9. I ordered the mail to be brought un¬ 
opened to my house, so that no letters.could be dispersed 
till I knew'the true state of the King. The letters came 
not in till four in the morning, and then they gave me an 
account of my gracious and great master’s departure out 
of this world upon the 7th, at night. I was up expect¬ 
ing the post when it arrived, and suffered no letters to go 
out till I had been with the Lord Mayor and the liigh 
sheriff, and had delivered their letters only to themselves, 
by which they had order, and myself also, from the Privy 
Council and the Secretary of State, to proceed immediately 
to proclaim the King, James the Second. So soon as we 
had prepared all things necessary for this ceremony, 
which was done before day, I gave leave for the dispersing 
of the several letters according to their directions, and by 
seven o’clock in the morning the high sheriff, met by the 
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arclibisliop and most of the gentlemen • in town, w’-ent 
towards tlie castle yard to proclaim the King there, whilst 
I caused all the garrison, except the nee.essary guards, to 
he drawn together into Thursday markel—viz., our two 
companies of the King’s foot, and t^w companies of ihe 
inihtia then under arms—to oj)pose any tumuli, or insur¬ 
rection that might happen on this occasion. 

February 10. The King was ])roela.imed by nine in 
the morning by my Lord Mayor, myself and the higli 
sherilF. The iirst did it in ihe usual pla(;es of the city 
for that ceremony ; I did it to the garrison, drawJi together 
in the Thursday market; and tlie liigJi shorin’did it in 
the castle yard for tlie county. Afterwards I causec I a 11 tl le 
great guns to be twice discharged, and several volleys of 
small shot, according to the oj’ders received fj'oin my Lord 
Sunderland. All this being done with every sign of 
peace and satisfaction that could be—not only in Yoj'k, 
but afterwards throughout tlui county, and, indeed, the 
whole kingdom. 

It was a strange enbet of power from above, tliat so 
strong a party as had not long before appenred in Taidia- 
meiit to exclude the .Duke of York from Ihe crown of 
his ancestors should submit to his now coming to il. with 
so great deference. Lut they knew well (he. dilVerence 
that there was betwc;en the H[)iiits of Ihe late and the 
present King, and tlioughl/ the ilrsl. would sooner be* in¬ 
duced, for peace sake, to ndiiKiiush liis brother, than that 
the latter would tamely rcaiouuc.e his just possc'.ssioji of 
three kingdoms, out of four of a war.’ That which in a 
greht measure did (piiet the minds and a,ppreh(ai.*^ious of 
people was the declaration made by King dames to the. 
Privy Council immediatc'dy after (he bi’eatli was out of the 
body of his brother, that he would delend the Govern¬ 
ment of England, both in Chmxdi and .StaU*, as by law 
established, that lie would follow the steps of the laic 
King in Idndness and lenity towards his people; and 




















constant accounts I gave him of tJic state of that city and 
of the West Eiding, and of iny diligence in preserving 
the peace of both, with-which his Majesty declared himself 
well satisfied ; from the Secretary of War, Mr. Blathwaite, 
and my Lord Privy Seal to the same effect. At the same 
time I had notice from the Secretary of State that I was 
continued in my command ; as, indeed, all officers what¬ 
soever were for the present. However, there began to 
be great changes at Court. My Lord Eochester was 
made Lord High Treasurer of England; my Lord Privy 
Seal, Lord President of the Council; but whether this 
preferment (though a degree higher in place) was desired 
or not by his lordship was a doubt, the trust and profit of 
privy seal being thought to be greater. At this time came 
the news that his Majesty intended to call a Parliament, to 
assemble in May next. After I received 1115 ^ letters I 
went to advise with some aldermen if they thought it 
probable for me to be chosen in York, which it was told 
me they did. 

February 16. I came home to settle my affairs at 
Thrybergh. 

February 23. I returned to York, where there was 
a great meeting of most of the gentlemen of the -whole 
county, to sign an address to the King to condole the death 
of his late Majesty, and to congratulate the present one’s 
happy coming to the Crown. It was accordingl]’- done, 
and sent up within a few days after. 

The same day I sent to my Lord Mayor to desire him 
to assemble all his brethren and the two sheriffs, for I 
had something to impart to them. Being met at my 
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Lord Mayor’s, I made a discourse to tliem of about lialf 
an hour, setting forth the King’s intention to call a Parlia¬ 
ment, and of mine to rejU'esent them as one of their bur- 
gessess therein; of my constant practice in my com¬ 
mand since I had it in that city to serve the King in the 
first place, and them in the next, and that I should do the 
same in Parliament as I had done there ; that I had an 
estate of my own to venture in that service as well as 
theirs, that I had had some experience in Parliament to 
enable me tlie better to perform it, with several reasons to 
the same puri)ose. Having done, my Lord Mayor desired 
me to withdraw whilst he and they took what I had said 
into consideration; and then, calling me in again in less 
than one (luarler of an hour, his lordship told me that by 
an iinariiinous (’.oiiscnt tliey had resolved upon me for one 
of their rejnvsentativcss for that ancient and loyal city; that 
I did them an honour to accept of it, tliough they looked 
upon it as liie greatest trust they coidd repose in me. I 
assured them I Avoidd never betray that trust, and returned 
them my hearty tlianks. 

Fehruan/ 24. I was invited to dine with my Loj'd 
Mayor and Sir Meteahe Eobiiison, one that had been 
member for the city in tlie Long Parliament, and whom 
they had ac(‘.c‘i)tcd for the other burgess in this ; and the 
same day my Jjord Mayor granted me the freedom of 
the corporation, and obliged Sir Metcalfe Eobinson and 
me to join our two interests together, which he then 
promised. 

February 25. I heard tliat one Colonel Jenkins and 
Mr. Moyser, my stepfather, intended likewise to stand 
there, persuaded to it by a ])arty that was ever ready to 
oppose the choice of the magistrates in anything they did, 
for which reason there had btmn great feuds and difTerences 
betvrecn them. These were some of the most eminent of 
the Common Council of the city, 

February 20. Mr. Moyser came to me and told me he 


upon it by some people. I answered nobody could compel 
him in a tiling of that nature; that it looked very unkind 
towards me, that he could not but be sensible that those 
who engaged him did it neither out of friendship to him 
nor aversion to me, so much as out of crossness to the 
mayor and aldermen to cause a disturbance and heats in 
that city, when union and agreement were so desirable 
there as well as in the whole kingdom, &c. At last he said 
if he knew but how to disengage himself without too rudely 
breaking with his party, he would study to do it. But 
hearing that he still pursued what had been begun (or 
his friends for him), I engaged my Lord Mayor to deny 
the granting of freedom either to him or Colonel Jenkins, 
and without it ’twas conceived they could not be chosen. 
Whereupon they endeavoured to procure a mandamus 
to be made free. The writs for elections being expected 
speedily, I continued to strengthen my friends and to 
increase them every day. 

March 2. It being in a man’s power in point of law 
to be chosen in several boroughs, and having been in¬ 
vited by my friends about Aldborough, I went thither ; 
and calhng the borough men together, after I had spoken 
to them, setting forth the obligations they had to me and 
the promises they had made me to choose me for the next 
Parliament, with such arguments as I was able to use to 
persuade them to it. They unanimously, one only ex¬ 
cepted, promised under their hands to give me their votes, 
to the number of thirty-nine; all the electors for that 
borough being sixty-four. But being men of low rank, 
subject to change, and much importuned by others for 
that service, how they will acquit themselves is the 
question. 

It was now out of doubt that the King was a papist, 
for he went publicly to mass; but he ordered the chapel 
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at Whitehall to be kept in the same order as formerly, 
where the Princess of Denmark went daily. The King 
repaired to the Queen’s private chapel. 

March 5. Having some occasions at liome, I came 
forThrybcrgh leaving my Lord Mayor in the firm resolu¬ 
tion to deny freedom to Mr. Moyser and Colonel «Tcnkins. 

March 9. I returned again tn York and took my 
wife with me ; but was sinprised at my arrival there to 
hear my Lord Mayor, contrary to his word, had been 
wrought upon to give those gentlemen their freedoms or 
enfranchisements. That ])ight I went to Iiis lordship, wlio 
told me it was looked upon as a partiality in him to be¬ 
stow it on one and to deny it to others; that the judges 
(who were then arrived, it being the time of asskes at 
York) had advised him to it, as wcT as some letters from 
above ; and that he could not avoid tlu'. doing of it in c.ase 
a house (consisting of himself, the twcslvci aldcu’inen, the 
sheriffs, and the twenty-four commoners) advisc'd him to it. 
This put me in some heats, taxing his lordship with bri'acli 
of promise, and urging the ill couseqiKinces tlnit might 
happen, not only in disobliging nui by it, but the most of 
his brethren, who were still positively bcait to deny tluiir 
freedom; but all my arguments could not bring him back 
to his first resolul ion. 

March 10. I went to the. judge's and told them that 
the reason why my Lord Mayor had taken this measure 
was only to prevent conUnition in the, city and ojiposition 
to-the magistrates by a sort of pc'ople who only t'lidea- 
voured to set up those', pc'ople for burgesses because the 
magistrates had apjiroved of others ; that should those 
gentlemen be now admitted into a ca])acity of' being 
elected, whjit heats might be occasioned by it wt're very 
doubtful, or what breach of the peae,e ; and if sue,h things 
should happen it might reflect upon tlu'ir loi’dships, since 
my Lord Mayor secmu'.d now ineliiu'd to do if, and, as lu' 
pretended. By their advice. They answered indeed iny 
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(ioncern of this weiglit, desiring ino to go and tell 
lordship so much from thciii. I did so immediately; ] 
lie having summoned a house, was not to he altered, t 
the issue at last was that it was carried by one vote o 
that they should be made free. Tliey having gained t 
point, I found I was to use all diligence and to spare 
charge, if I exjiected success ; and therefore went ab 
the streets from house to house (the aldermen attend 
upon me) to ask the votes of the citizens ; and on the 1 
I made a general enterhiinmeut tliroiighoiit the to^ 
viz., in three or lour houses in every street, for those 
entertain themselves with good lietuor that had proini 
to be for me; thoiigli my competitors had begun t 
custom long before, to gam IVic.nds. 

March 14. I had used means above by my L 
President to get the writ to be sent to me ; it arrived t 
day, and was to be executed on the iGth, it being 
next county court day in that city. 

J/arcA 1C. All the candidates went into the stn 
to gather their party to them, wliere it was presently.s 
I had a greatm’ niimbm- of followers than any of the i 
At eight of the clock the poll began at the common 1 
and lasted till six at night, when the books being cast 
there appeaixsl that"Sir Metcalfe Kobinson had po 
781; Mr. M.oyser, 770; Colonel Jenkins, 502; and 
John Ihiresby had polled 1)37. Bo that the sheriffs]: 
lished me and Bir Metcalfe llobinson duly elected 
burgesses to serve in tlui next Parliament Ixm that ( 
Tlic charge I was at in this election came to 350/., tlio 
it cost them more that lost it. It was believed. in 
town that my interest was the least, insomuch that 
Metcalfe, who had promised to join his with mine. 
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ceded from it, and Mr. Moyscr durst not do it either, 
believing his own interest the better; whilst Sir Thomas 
Slingsby’s friends (who were against me) had written 
letters above before tlie day of election that I must cer¬ 
tainly lose it, which made the victory the greater and very 
seasonable to me upon several accjounts. 

March 20. My Lord Clifford came Iroin London to 
be chosen knight of the shire, with Sir John Kaye; 
there were none stood but those two. 1 paid my lord all 
the respect I could (knowing how welconui it woidd be 
to my Lord Eurlington), by Giitertaining his lordship at 
dinner at the Manor, making liiin a guard at his coming 
up to town and at his going out, and giving him the great 
guns on the day of election for the county, which was 
upon the 23rd. That day I received the King’s orders 
for Captain Sterling’s company to march from York to 
the garrison of Scairborough, commanded by Sir Thomas 
Slingsby, which looked like an ill ])i’esage to what was 
then discoursed, that the King intended to dis-gurrison the 
city of York. 

March 25. The young men and appreutic.es of the 
city of York came and pe.titioned me in writing, that, 
whereas there had been formerly a custom there for the 
youth to exercise themselves in arms some days in every 
year (especially tlnit of tlie coronation), which liad, how¬ 
ever, been discontinued for some years, that 1 woidd 
])lease to allow them to use the same liberty agaiJi, that 
they might thereby sliow their loyalty and gain exj)eri- 
Guce to serve the Kiiig ; desiring of me at the same time 
to be their colonel, and to appoint them such oflicers and 
captains as I tlioiight fit. I told them tliat I would 
acquaint the King witJi it, a,nd give tliem notice of his 
Majesty’s pleasure therein ; whieli I endeavoured to do by 
writing on it to my Lord IVesideut by the nt‘Xt post. I 
was not, I confoss, sorry for this application of tlieirs, it 
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sent me word that they would choose me one of their 
burgesses, if I would come over, or any person that I 
would recommend to them. But being chosen ah'eady I 
gave them leave to make then: own choice, which was 
cast on Sir Michael Wentworth and Sir Eoger Strickland. 

May 26. I returned to Thrybergh. 

April 1. A servant going into the lofts of Thrybergh 
Hall, discovered that a fire had been not long before 
begun there, occasioned by an end of a beam fixed in a 
chimney, which took fire from the heat, and was burnt 
down and all the ends of the spars whicla rested upon it, 
and yet by the mercy and providence of Almighty God, 
for aU the said wood fell down burning amongst other 
wood and lathes (which made the roof of the rooms) it ex¬ 
tinguished of itself and went no further, nobody knowing 
either when it began or when it ceased—a good omen ; I 
hope that it is God’s will that Thrybergh house shall yet 
stand. 

April 2. I had a letter Irom my Lord President that 
he had spoken to the King, and found no reason to think 
that there was any design to dis-garrison York. 

April 3. I received an address from York, signed 
by 440 young tradesmen and others there, which they 
desired me to present to the King as them congratulation 
for his happy accession to the Crown. 

April 13. I set forward for London, leaving my 
wife and family at Thrybergh. 

April 18. I learnt from my Lord Marquis of Halifax 
that he and my Lord Eochester, Lord Treasurer, con¬ 
tinued kind, that he used his constant endeavours to serve 
the King, and would continue them, hoping his Majesty 
would put no discouragement upon them by imposing the 
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Popish religion, which he seemed sorrowfully to appre¬ 
hend, though the greatest employments in the army of 
Ireland were now put in the papists’ hands. He told me 
several passages of the late King’s kindness to him, and 
certainly no man was in greater fixvour with him, when 
he unfortunately died, than the Marquis. 

April 22. I waited on the King, kissed his hand, 
and presented him at the same time with an address from 
the young men of the city of York, which his Majesty 
received kindly. 

April 23. I understood from my Lord Halifax that 
he had, in two particular and private audiences with the 
King, told him his mind with that plainness in relation to 
his service in point of government, that he wondered the 
King, considering his temper, look it with that calmness. 
He said some bills might possibly be insisted u])on to be 
repealed in the next Larliariienl', whicli would deserve to 
be first well considered of; and some otlier tliing.s not so 
fit for this time and place. 

The King was crowned, with the (iueeii, in the Abbey 
of Westminster, with all tlie ])omp and sjdendour imagin¬ 
able ; only thei'o was no cavalcade through the city as 
heretofore. The King and (iueen went privately to the 
Palace in Westiuinsier, where they, the nobility, and all 
the officers of the Crown, put on tlieir robes, and so went 
through the Palace Yard—railed in and prepared on ]^nr- 
pose—^in procession to the Abbey, where, tlie ceremony 
being ended, tlu'.y all returned to Westminster Hall to a 
most sumptuous dinner. Kow began the consideration 
amongst gentlemen of the House wliat would be asked by 
the Court, and what would be granted in. the ensuing 
Parliament, which consisted of a great many loyal gentle¬ 
men, and the gciieralit_y, however, good patriots and 
Protestants. Some things to be asked were such (so report 
said) as gave more countenance to Popery than tlie laws 
then in force did permit—the settlement of a constant 
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revenue upon the Oi-owii, suitable to that of the late King, 
and ready money besides for the King’s present occasions. 
The repeal of the law of habeas corpus was one wlnon J- 
found the great men opposed in them priTOte dis- 
course, as well as some of us. A toleration or i er y o 
conscience wliicli the Papists seemed to appre ent i' i 
were general, some seemed willing to grant, but reso vec 
at the same time not in any alteration to give a capaci .y 
to the Papists to come to any place or employment in tlie 
Government. In the affair of money, men seemed con¬ 
tent to settle a handsome revenue on the King, and to 
give money, but whether tliis was to be a constant revenue 
or only temporary, to be renewed from time to time, t lat 
Parliament might be consulted the oftener, was the ques¬ 
tion. In all this concern, I resolved to do my duty to t ic 
Crown, but yet with a good conscience to my religion 
and country, 

April 30. I dined with my Lord Mayor and the 
judges at the Old Bailey, where my Lord Mayor led me 
by the hand, being Sir James Smith at that time (my old 
acquaintance), and my Lord Chief Justice drank to mo 
publicly at the table the healths of our friends at York, 
which made me believe that he was not privy to a secret 
design which was carrying on by Sir Thomas SlingsLy and 
his party to put live aldermen of the greatest note in York 
out of employment, the charter not being yet passed, and 
intended as said by his interest. 

May 4. I took my sons from school at Kensington, 
and put them to another in the same town. 

These things were told me in discourse by Mr. Ililliurd, 
Sir Koger Martin, and others, at this time gentlemen of 
interest amongst their party, the Papists—that the King 
would expect the taking away of the sanguinary laws, 
and the allowance of the practice of the Koman Catholics 
religion in private for the Papists, from the next Parlia¬ 
ment ; and that they, or at least such as had served the 
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Eoyal Euniily in llu^ warn or otlicrwisc, might be made 
capable of cmpleynieiit, uiulcT him; that his Majesty 
would give satisliU'lioii (o Llie luitiou in Parliament, as to 
llu', pri'.serving their religion and propertii's, but it reason, 
would notsi'rve, he knew what he had to do; that the 
King would lU'ver divide his ri'gal power by iidmittiug 
that of lh(^ Pepe lu're, he loved ])ower too wc'll himschf, 
and therc'lbre his atlheriiig to the Clnireli of .England was 
but a. good reason to the Pope not. to [U’eteud to urge, him 
to athnil of his su[)remnev ; that it was reasouabU'. oCthe 
King to insist upon tlu‘ re-ealling of the most seveut', penal 
laws against the Papists, else! if lu' should (Ku*, lu'. should 
leav(^ them in as ill a eondifion as lu' (bund them. Such 
arguments were not. wise.ly urgi'd at this time. 

j/f/// 7. I tliinnl with the archbishop, who w'as very 
free' with me in .sonut things he laid discoursed with the. 
King, aiul in otliei’s lu* had said to my la>rd lUirliiigton, 
rc'lalingtt) his not being so active as it. lu'came him to bc'. 
ill preventing ilu* turning out of .some of the magistrates 
of York. Hi' then said for all my laird Chii'f ilustii’e 
was to he a baron, he was not inthat ravourwith the King 
as formerly; but it proved otlu'i’wisi'. 

Mdij H. I waited on the King in his hai’ge from 
Whitehall to Somer.set Hon.se to the (liieen Dowager, 
d’his was the day that- Doctor Oates, the grt'at, evuh'uee, 
in the popish ])lot, was convicted of perjury, it lieiiig 
proved that he was at St. Omer on the ‘i llh of Api’il, 
I(I7H, when lu' .swore he wa.s at the Whitt' House d'avern 
in the Strand, where I’iekering,( troves, Irt'laml, and other 
.leHiiilH .'sigtietl till' death of King Oharh's 11. h’lu' King 
suitl indeed there wa.s a meeting of the .lesihls on that day 
which all the .selatlurs of Pt. Omer knew wa.s to be, but. 
it was well Hoetor (hitt's knew no belter where it wa.s, 
for it was held in t^t. .hune.ss, where the King tlii'ii dwelt; 
fur, said the King, if that luul In'tai umler.stotKl by Oates, 
he would ha\e made ill work ftn* me. 1’lie King .said uiion 




bouglit up and conveyed from Holland for Scotland, and 
that my Lord Argyll, Lord Grey, and some said the Duke 
of Monmouth with 400 men, were gone either with them 
or after them. 

May 19. The Parliament met at the usual places in 
Westminster. We did nothing that-day but take the 
oaths, and choose Sir John Trevor speaker, whom the 
King accepted. The two next days umre also spent in 
swearing the Commons and taking the test. 

May 22. The King spoke to both Houses, giving 
them assurances to support and defend the Church of 
England, whose members had showed themselves so loyal 
in the worst of times, in the defence of his father, and the 
support of his brother; and to support the Government 
both in Church and State, as by law established; and 
that as he would never depart from the just rights and 
prerogatives of the Crown, so he would never invade any 
man’s property; desiring suitable returns from them in 
the setthng of his revenue for his life, as it was in the 
time of the late King. He closed with an account his 
Majesty had received that day from Scotland, that Argyll 
was landed with men and arms in the western islands, 
and that he had published two declarations, in botli 
which the King was charged with tyranny and usur¬ 
pation. 

The Commons returning to the House, voted his 
Majesty’s speech to be speedily taken into consideration, 
and were so well pleased with the solemn security tlie 
King gave them as to their religion and property, that 
■they voted him the same revenue for his life that the late 
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King luul. 'riu'ii llicy voUmI tliut tlio lung hIiouIcI be 
lhanki'd for Ium Hprcfli by tin- whole IfoiiHo in a body, in 
whieh tlu‘ lonln joiiunl, and it wan ai-eordingly done the 
iit'xl day. 

j/f/// 23. Tiiey \t>tc'd an address to Ills Majesty to 
staiul by liiin witli (heir lives ami forUines agaiusL Argyll, 
his asdslunts ami all otlua* trai{t)r.s whatsoever. This was 
presentinl («» (he King tht‘ same day in (he. banqueting 
lionse, win) retarmnl this answer, that he. ('xpeeted as 
iniieh (’iHau a Parliament so wi'll eom[)ose(l as tliis was of 
nionai’ehieul ami t'hureh of Knglaiid meii, and Unit ho 
(cnired no mieuiii's (hat In* either had or might have, being 
thus assisted. As (In* King w'eiitoiit, eoining near mo he 
(old me that I ba<l eontributed to (his good work (for I 
had spoken in the House for (he settlement of his 
revenneh and he hopeil I would persevere. All tilings 
seemed iiow to look \ ery aiispieious, the King not giiiiig 
the h-a.*-! token to tdiuiig)* tin* religion, but much the 
eoatr try. 

Matj 2 t. A sidtseription was obtained by the industry 
of t^ir Thouia.s Slingsby, the high .sheriH', and otlu'rs to 
the niiiuber of i*ighteen gentlemen of (he eouidy, eiaii- 
fyiiig nolorious eiinies of flu* the aldermen of York, and 
wars presented to tin* King in order to their (urniiig out. 
Tin* arehhishop seenied nosv cold in tin* eu.se, my Lord 
Purlington tin* same, when my Lord Halifax, hearing the 
King speak it and knowing my obligations to lliem, 
inti*rpo.sed and desired that .•'inet*gentlemen did Homoihuos 
sign sueh papers upon credit, and (hat. sineo iioitlier the 
nrebbishopH hamh (In* lord lieutenant’s, nor the go¬ 
vernors was there, it was (It tin* matler should ho made 
known («) them and tln^ thing ln*urd before they should 
he displaeed. Further, (hut good lord w'as so mueh cou- 
eerned for me that, Ihnliug Sir Henry Cloodrieku’s hand 
to tin* suhseription, In* fell into a great pa.s.sion with him 
for doing so, without aerpiainfing me with it, pretending so 
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strict friendship and correspondence with me at the same 
time, that it had like to have made a difference between 
Sir Henry and me. But Sir Henry protesting to me that 
he intended no prejudice to me by it, and fearing to 
be under my lord’s jealousy of betraying his friendship 
with any man (lest he might think him capable to do the 
same thing to himself), he prevailed with me to set him 
right in my lord’s good opinion in that particulai.^ My 
lord was very warm in telling me of this afFam, He said Sir 
Henry had done ill to nie in it; this was to make a cipher 
of the governor, and he reflected on Sir Henry Goodricke s 
understanding in general, and of his foolish carriage m 
Spain when ambassador there. The prosecution against 
the aldermen having met with this rub, I stirred in it the 
more confldently, but all to no purpose, for these gentle¬ 
men pressed tlieir .complaint so home and with tliat 
earnestness that the King declared in council the 29tli 
of May that they should be turned out without being 
heard. 

May 25. A motion was made in the House that 
something ought to be done to please the peoj)le, as well 
as giving of money, meaning to secure.the Protestant 
rehgion. Upon which a debate arising, it was referred to 
the committee of religion. 

May 26. It was voted in that committee that the 
House be moved to pass a vote to stand by the King, 
with their lives and fortunes, for the defence of the re¬ 
hgion of the Church of England as by law established ; 
secondly, that an address be presented to the King from 
that House, to issue out his. royal proclamation, that the 
laws be put in execution against all dissenters whatsoever. 
These votes passed the committee, which was very full, 
nemine contradicente. 

May 27. These votes being reported to the House, 
a great debate began whether the House should agree 
with the committee or not. The arguments against agree- 
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mg woiH'. : that thin wan to put the King in mind of a 
n(‘gl('(‘t oi Ills duty ; that the IcUilt was in tlicjnsticGs of the 
peact! that tlu' laws wta-o not ('xc'eutod ; that these votes 
wouhl nlann the kingdom, and express a jealousy of the 
King, vlum lie had positivi'ly deelanal to defend our 
religion; that llu' King had told us the way to keep a 
good understandiiig betwinai him and his Parliament was 
to use him wc'll, hut he could not resent this well from 
us ; (hat this might eneourage the rebels already in arms 
in K^eolland, I'C'c, {)n the other hand it was argued that 
it wmiild look ill to the nation that we, being Church of 
Kngland men, alba* having b('giiu to take care of our 
religion, and having nuuUi siieli votes in order thereunto, 
should let the mattm* fall and do nothing in it. At last the 
previous (pu'slitni w'as put, whether the (piesliou to agree 
with the eommitlc'e should be ])ut or not, and was carried 
in the negative, 'rhen the whole matter ended in this 
vole, that an address should he made to the King by that 
lloust', (hut it <lid entirely rely and rest wholly sa.tislied 
in the King’s din-laraliou to them, to defeiul and seeurc 
the reformed religion of the Church of England as by 
law established, which was nearer and dc'aror to them 
than their lives. 

*29. Came news that Argyll had got into his 
own (m-ntorii's In the North of Meotland with 3,000 men, 
and was fortifying himself there. 

Mai/ no, *1’he King came in his robes to the House 
of Lords, uutl passed the bill for the eoiitimmncc of the 
revenue of excise' and customs for his life. 

Wlu'u lu' had pusse'd the bill his Majesty ^f[)()kc to 
lioth Houses, thanked them for their cheerfulness and 
readini'SH in passing the sunu', said that the disjiatefi of it 
was UH uee'cptahle to him as the bill itsell, but at the same 
time' di'siri'd an exlrnonlinary supply for the stores of the 
navy and ordimuet*, for paying llic lute Kings debts to 
jiis servants and family, and lor defraying ilic charge the 
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rebellion in Scotland was likely to put liim to. He further 
recommended to them the care of the navy, which was 
the strength and glory of the nation, assuring them that 
he had a true English heart, and was jealous of the 
honour of the nation, pleasing himself with the thoughts, 
by God’s blessing, and their assistance, to carry the repu¬ 
tation of it yet higher in the world than ever it was in 
the time of his ancestors. 

Upon the consideration of which speech it was voted 
in the committee of the whole House that a supply should 
be gi’anted to his Majesty for the uses expressed in his 
speech. It was then moved that part of it should be laid 
upon wine and vinegar by way of additional duty on those 
commodities, which I did speak to promote, being desirous 
it should be laid upon anything rather than land. 

Colonel Jenkins, one of my competitors in the election 
at York, had attended from the beginning of the Parlia¬ 
ment to find some member of that county to prefer his 
petition to the House against the election of me there, 
and could not find one to charge himself with it all this 
time, till at last Sir Hugh Chohnely presented it. I being 
then in the House, opposed its reception, and was 
seconded by Sir Henry Goodricke, that it should be 
thrown out for some reasons then ofiered. Put it was 
admitted and referred to the Committee of Elections, 

Junel. There wms further given towards the ex¬ 
traordinary supply an imposition upon sugars and 
tobacco. This was much opposed by many members of 
the House, who had either themselves or their friends an 
interest in the plantations ; and they argued that as the 
French were now endeavouring to encourage the planting 
of those commodities in their plantations, this imposition 
might put a discouragement upon ours, and cause our 
servants and slaves, who would iiot be so well paid by 
us, to run over to them. To this I answered that if the 
rates imposed should be so great as to raise the rates of 
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those coininoditics hero so liigh that they would be less 
sold, Avluit they seoni to urge was reasonable. But if they 
sold as much as formcnly, it could neither prejudice our 
plantations or navigation ; besides the Act was to be only 
temporary, and if it was found ])rejudiciaJ, it might be 
repealed and something c'lse given the King in lieu of it. 
Scn’t'i’al spohe to tlu^ same, puipose, and it ])assed that 
()(/. ])er lb. should be imi)osed upon B])anish tobacco, and 
3(/. ut) 0 u that of A'irginia and of other places ; that Id. 
should ])('. laid ipjon white powder sugar, one halfpenny 
on Miiscavado, and so ])roportionably on other sorts that 
should be consumed at home, and to be ])aid by the 
buyt'.r. I spoke three times on this e.oncern, and was told 
by my lord presidiuit and others that I had considerably 
assIsUid to the work, which I had several reasons to pro¬ 
mote a.t. this time. 

June 11. Came an express from Lyme, in Dorset¬ 
shire, to the. King, whihi brought news of the Duke of 
Mouinoulh’s b(h)g arrivcul therci, being hinded not far off' 
with oiK'. boat, of thirty-two guns, and two less boats 
bringing arms for 20,000 men, several oflicers and soldiers 
to the mimlaa' of about 200 ; that several ordinary people 
llocki‘d ill to him from that factious country ; and that 
he declared himself the ])rolcclor of the IVotostaut re¬ 
ligion and against Popery. Ohe King sent down the 
Duke of Albemarle with all siieed, being Lord-Lieutenant 
of the county of Dorset, to raise the militia, and after him 
some eom])auu'S of the st.audiiig foot and six troops of 
horsi! and dragoons. Lyme is naturally strong, so that 
not above three abreast can enter the town, at once ; the 
Duke of Monmouth stayed there, tlie town heing at liis 
disposal, and belbri' the Mtli (.•ame notice that he was 
3,(H)0 strong. But llu' Duke of Albemarle had raised 
the militia, ami was marching towards liiin Avitli some 
8,()()() nieu. 

June 12. The King sent to the Commons the news 
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be liacl received of tlie Duke of Monmouth. Upon the 
receipt of it they voted his Majesty their thanks, and to 
50 to him to offer themselves in a body of the whole House 
to carry their own address, wherein they promised to 
stand by him with their lives and fortunes, against that 
ungrateful rebel James, Duke of Monmouth, and all others 
whomsoever. 

June 14. The King had an express that Argyll was 
come into his own country out of the island where they 
intended to block him up. The same day the Duke of 
Monmouth’s declaration, which arrived the day before, 
was sent by the King to both Houses, Avhich passed a bill 
of attainder against his grace that very day, and voted 
5,000/. reward to any that should apprehend the duke, 
and bring him to the King, dead or alive. This declara¬ 
tion charged James, Duke of York—for so it styled the 
King—with the burning of the city, the death of Sir 
Edmondbury Godfrey, the murder of Colonel Sidney and 
my Lord Eussell, with poisoning the late King, and.tear- 
'ng his crown from his head ; with being led by popish 
councils, with packing the present Parliament (it not being 
one freely chosen); and he (the duke) came to revenge 
these things upon the King, and would never c'ome to any 
terms.or accommodation till it was done; tliat he would 
give no quarter to those who opposed him, and therefore 
desired all good people to come in and assist him. He 
urther declared that he had a just title to the crown, but 
he would not claim it till he had called a parliament, 
which he would fully satisfy in that matter, promising that 
parliaments should sit every year, and not be dismissed till 
all grievances were redressed ; that he would give liberty 
of conscience to all persons, even to papists ; with mucli 
more to this or the like purpose. 

June 14. An express brought word that the Duke 
of Monmouth had marched out of the town with 200 foot 
and 100 horse, had lighted .on some forerunners of the 
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ro nnlitia and killed some persons of note, as 
U.rungway’s brother, and some others, and taken 
oiu'i'S; but that advancing to the main body they 
illed, put to llight, throwing away their arms and 
lie inisoners. 

17. An additional supply was voted to the 
urds the defraying of tlic war against the Duke 
oulh and the rebels; and the House resolved 
nmittce of ilie whole to consider of the manner, 

3 it Avas voted, 1 st, tiiat it should be laid upon 
foundations as had been built upon within the 
of the bills of’mortality since the year 1G60, 

■ the late general fires in the City of London and 
gh of [Southwark; 2ndly, that it be laid only 
rents of sucli houses for one year; 3 rdly, upon 
clations as are now laid ; 4thly, that a clause be 
n to prohibit any more buildings Avithin the said 
hly, tluit the House be moved to order that a 
tmght in to the said intent. In all which the 
ls with the e.onimiU.et;. 

>ke thrice in this debate, first in answer to the 
i that, said this was laying a tax for a public use 
pitu'c of a (H)unty and upon private persons, to 
'eplied that this one county drained all England 
.pie, especially the North, our tenants all coming 
ntling by experience that they could live here 
a cellar or a garret lluiii they could live iu 
ry on a farm of 30/. rent; that hereby tliis little 
‘Ingland had laid a tax in a manner upon all the 
.iglaiul, and Avas a nuisance to all the rest; and 
it Avas not so improper that it should be taxed 
3, uiul thii rather because it Avas never taxed 
V but ouc.e very little. Borne moved that it 
! laid fur one year and a half; but that I opposed, 
:l tlu're were soini', few fouiidationa taxed in 
ime, and that tax Avas laid but for one year iu 
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the worst of times, and therefore we ought not now to 
lay it for a longer period in good times. It was moved 
that more money might be laid upon brandies towards 
this supply to the King; but this I spoke against, saying 
it was fit this should be computed how much it would 
arise to, before another fund was encumbered or more 
money voted to be raised. 

June 18. The King sent to desire the Commons that 
they would vote him credit upon some fund, for such a 
sum as they should think fit to give him, towards the 
suppression of this rebellion in the West; and that they 
should so prepare their business as to be in a condition to 
adjourn for some time, within a few days. They resolved, 
upon this, into a committee of the whole House, and 
voted the sum which was to be given to the King as it 
had been debated the day before to be 400,000/., ap¬ 
pointed a committee at the same time to inquire and to 
bring in an estimate of what was one year’s valpe of the 
rents of new buildings upon new foundations. 

Kow the Court seemed more concerned at the-in¬ 
crease of the Duke of Monmouth’s forces, which were 
reported to be 4,000 foot, and four troops of horse, with' 
the which lie had marched towards Taunton, a populous 
and factious town, and made himself master of it, two 
regiments of the militia that were in the toivn running 
away Avhen they heard he came near tlie ])lace. The 
Duke of Albemarle had orders all this while not to 
fight him till the standing troops came up to him, wliich 
were expected to join him on the 20th. 

June 20. Some 2,500 men of the guards, horse and 
foot, marched to reinforce the troops sent before to the 
Duke of Albemarle, commanded by my Lord Feversham. 
Several new troops were ordered to be raised at the same 
time, tliree regiments to be commanded by the Earl of 
Peterborough, my Lord Ferrers and my Lord Dartmouth, 
with four independent troops of liorse commanded by Sir 
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Thomas Mauleverer, Mr. Fairfax, son to my Lord Fairfax, 
and others. The same day the Commons -iinding tluit 
the fund of the new foundations would prove tedious to 
raise the tax upon, laid the tax upon Frcneh limai, 
brandies, and East India calicoes, linen, and wrought 
silks, according to several rates from all parts, and ordered 
a bill to be brought in to that ])urpose. 

My Lord Halifax took ill from me tliat I liad bcwii 
active in the House in the debate of taxing lunv buildiiigs, 
he having a deep concern therein ; but I hdd him it was 
my judgment, and that if my fathers interest wtu'o in it 
I should have done the same thing. However, it was 
my great trouble that he of all men sliould disapprove of 
anything I did; but we presently understood one anoLlun', 
and he said he was sorry he had said anytliing to disturb 
me. This was the only time we seemed to diller, and it 
was soon over. 

June 22. His Majesty received tliis news from Hi-ol 
land—that the Earl of Dumbarton, Conniiandei’-iu-Chief 
of his Majesty’s forces in Scotland, luiving noti{!c^ fliat (lie 
rebels had passed the river Leven above J)unibar(oii, 
marched from Glasgow to Stirling and ovei’Look thoin 
near Killearn, where they intended to (all upon them, but 
that night prevented and gave the rebels opportunity to 
steal away and to got into Eenfrow. The Earl of T)um» 
barton pursued them with his horse and dragoons, and on 
his way understood that they were running away in 
great confusion. The same day, which was tlie !8lh of 
June, three servants belonging to some gentleman of 
Eenfrew, found the Earl of Argyll running away in ilu' 
habit of a countryman, witli a blue bonnet on lii.s lu'ud. 
They asked him who he was, but he refused to tell liis 
name, or to render himself, till, being wounded in Mto i'ral 
places of the head, and fearing to be killed, lu^ e.onh'ssed 
he was the Earl of Argyll. Whereupon tlu'y took him 
prisoner and carried him to Glasgow, where he wan (;om- 
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niitted. The King sent to give an account ot this to the 
Commons, who returned their thanks to his Majesty for 
it by the members of the House who were privy coun¬ 
cillors, The King returned this answer to the Commons, 
that he was every day more and more satisfied of then 
loyalties, for which he returned them his tlianks. 

June 23. The King received notice that the Duke 
of .Monmouth had written to the Duke of Albemarle by 
the name of his trusty and. well-beloved cousin and coun¬ 
cillor, Christopher Duke of Albemarle, charging him upon 
his allegiance to come in to his aid ; so that now he took 
upon him the title of King; that he was marched from 
Taunton towards Bristol with about 5,’000 men and boys, 
and that the duke was following after him. 

June 24. I dined Avith Sm James Smith, Lord Mayor 
of London, whom I had formerly known very intimately. 
He was of a club with some other loyal aldermen of the 
City, where I used to go, when the fanatic plot was in 
contrivance. He told me tliat he had the title of Lord 
Mayor, but my Lord Chief Justice Jeffreys usurped the 
power; that tJiey had no access to the King, nor any 
message or direction from him as to any business but by 
tliat lord ; that Avhatever was well done in the City was 
attributed to his influence and contrivance ; that himself 
and the aldermen were but looked upon at Court as his 
instruments ; and that upon all occasions his lordship used 
them contemptibly, and not according to the dignity of 
the City. In fine, he said my Lord Chief Justice rvas to 
be pitied, for his haughtiness would undo him, and that 
he intended to acquaint the King with these things; but 
that this was not a fit time for it, because it might look 
like mutiny. 1 told him the King knew his services and 
integrity too wmll for that; and, in my opinion, it was the 
fittest time to expose a man in that credit at Court, because 
it would be most regarded now. I was sorry to see so 
good men dissatisfied in any particular; but I was not so 
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to see this proud man so uuderstood, for lie had used the 
city of York as scurvilyas that of London, in contributing 
underhand to the putting out of five aldermen, •when lie 
had engaged at York to keep them in, and had assured 
them of it afterwards, and that too without allowing them 
to be heard as to the crimes of wliicli tliey stood 
accused. My Lord Mayor said he had done the same 
thing several times in London, and that many wore 
laid aside from employments, not being sufTcred to make 
their defence. I was informed also by one of the 
lieutenancy of the city, that should the Duke of Mon¬ 
mouth give a blow to the King’s forces, he niueli haired 
there would be a rising in London by the hictious parly, 

July 1. I received an account from my lirolher 
Edmond that commanded a company of the guards, witli 
the army then at Bradford, that the several’parties which 
had been sent down against the rebels were now Joined, 
that the Duke of MoiiinouLli had been near Ihith wi(h 
the army, and had sent to summon the town, my Lord 
Fitzhardinge being governor, but that Iidiig rc'fu.sed 
entrance, and the army belonging to the King to the 
number of 7,000 being drawn out of thii town, he drew 
oif his men and marched bac^k towards Groom. The 
King’s forces intended the next day to follow him. This 
letter was dated the 28tli of June, lie further said that 
Monmouth’s army was betwixt 7,000 and 8,000 men, of 
which 500 were horse. I told the King of this at supper, 
Avho said his account was much to the same purpose, and 
that he had since received another from my Lord Fever- 
sham, who said tlic ordnance and the carriage's witli their 
tents were now got up to them, so that they lioped to lie 
near the rebels and to bo in a condition to give a good 
account of them speedily. 

A bill for naturalising all Frondi Frolc.stautH and 
strangers held a long debate in the House of Corumous, 
whether it should be committed or not. I spoke for the 
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committing it, provided they would confoma to the 
liturgy of the Church of England, and that those who 
did not should lose the benefit of theii’ naturalisation. 
The Court was not for the bill; however, it was at last 
committed. 

I had a letter from my wife, whose fear that a man 
was -less safe for having several commands made her not 
satisfied with the last the King had done me the honour 
to bestow upon me; a woman’s kindness being sometimes 
so mistaken as to wish a husband’s safety before his 
honoiu or preferment. The truth is few things are pur¬ 
sued in the world without hazard, and Providence suffers 
sometimes those men to fall into it the soonest that avoid 
it the most. 

July 2. Both Houses attended the King in the 
House of Lords, where his Majesty passed five bills and then 
ordered the House to be adjourned till the 4th of August, 
which was done accordingly. The fears of all those that 
loved the Government improved as the hopes of tlie dis¬ 
contented, by the increase of the Duke of Monmouth’s 
party, which was now swelled to an army of 12,000 foot 
and near 1,500 horse, moving from place to place in the 
West—^in the hilly and enclosed country—^where, though 
the King’s army kept pretty close to them, yet could not 
fight them. That army of the King nearest to Monmouth, 
commanded by my Lord Feversham, did not consist of 
above 3,000 foot, and 500 horse, but these (or the most of 
them) were of the guards. 

July 4. The King had notice that the duke was got 
into Bridgwater, intendmg to fortify hmiself there whilst 
he refreshed his army, and that my Lord Feversham was 
following hmi very close. 

July 6. The duke being informed that my Lord 
Feversham lay encamped at three miles from Bridgwater, 
that his army was small, and that three English regiments 
and three Scotch regiments from Holland, as also some 
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horse from London, were upon their march to reinforce 
his lordship, stole out about one o’clock in the moriiing 
with his whole army, towards the camp, but -with that 
silence that the King’s forces knew nothing of their aj)- 
proach till they came to the sentry, whose fire gave them 
the first notice. The Duke of Monmouth marched at the 
head of the foot, my Lord Grey led up the horse and 
brought them cannon within pistol-sliot. Our men got 
into order as soon as they could, and received them as well 
as they could, but were so outpowered in numbers that, till 
my Lord Grey ran away with the horse, being frightcnedby 
our cannon, we were in great danger to lose the day. The 
Duke of Monmouth stood, however, till a great jiart of his 
foot was cut in pieces and then made his escape, but so 
narrowly that his coat, papers, and secretary were taken. 
Farquison, that arch Presbyterian pric'.st and rebel was 
killed, and my Lord Grey take] ithreti d.aysu.flcr, in disguise. 

July 7. I received a letter from my brother, a. 
captain in the Duke of Grafton’s regimen of guards, 
who sent me particulars of tliat ac'Iion l)y tlie exprc'.ss which 
came to the King, and wrote more fully a.s lo sonic', llnng.s 
than my Lord Feversliam had writtem lo his Majc'sty in 
that disorder. I showed the King my lirotlicr’s letter, wlio 
said that the foot fouglit very well, as indeed they did, 
my brother saying that they were either killed or woundecl 
on both sides of him, tliougli he luijijiily ciscajied. I 
showed his letter the same day lo my laird d rensnrer, to 
the Prince, and to my Lord President. 

The Duke of Monmoiitii from the beginning of tin's, 
his desperate attempt, had shown the conduct of a grc'at 
captain, insomuch as the King said himsell^ he had no( 
made one false step. And thus this great storm, wliicli 
began from a little cloud (for the niunbcir of men wliich 
he brought ashore was not above 150) was rorUimiU'ly 
dispersed; for had he got the day, it was to be feared tlic^ 
disaffected were so numerous that they would have risen 
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ill several parts of England, to the very hazard of the 
Crown. The number of the slain on the enemies’ side 
was computed about 1,200 ; on our side near 300 killed 
a,nd wounded. Wo took about 600 prisoners. 

July 9. To complete the King’s good fortune came the 
news of the Duke of Monmouth’s being taken in a wood 
disguised, by a company of country icllows Imnting aftei 
him, with one Count Horn, who was first lighted upon 
in a bush and who said the duke was not hir off. The 
sauui day the Duchess of Monmouth and her two sons 
were sent to the Tower. When the duke was taken he 
was almost .sptmt, having not been in bed of three weeks. 
He had no arms, nor made any defence, only he carried 
a watch in liis ])Oc,ket and 300L in gold, which was 
tlu‘ oidy UK>nc‘y he had left. Ills Majesty, as he had 
retisou, was very well ])1 eased with the news, though he 
W'as of a tem[)er so cupial as not to appear transported 
upon any occasion; for he caiuld not have a greater thai 
lids, to sc‘e the rebellion thus pulled up by the roots, anc 
hiin.self the faster on tluj throne by this endeavour to cas 
him out. 

When the duke came to town the King saw him a 
his reipiest at Whitehall, where he expressed some detest 
at ion of what he had aUcm[)ted to do, and laid the faul 
on my Lord Argyll and Mr. Earqiiison, for -advising liiii 
to it, diselaimetl any title to the Grown, and said he wa 
pul upon taking tlie title of King, believing it migli 
make men of (piulity repair the more to him. This ! 
lieard the. King say, hut wliat he further confessed wa 
not then known, lie ended all with desiring pardon am 
his life, of the King upon his knees; and so continued t 
do by letters t.o the two Queens, till be was executed b; 
his head being cut from his body (at live blows) u ])0 
Tower Hill When he c‘ame to clie he submitted to i 
iiiieoneerncd, disowned all pretence to the Crown, an^ 
impiously disowned lus duchess, that brought him, liavin. 
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nothing, 10,000^. per annum ; saying she was given him 
for wife in his minority, but the wife of his own choice 
was the Lady Henrietta Wentworth (the only daughter 
and heiress of the Earl of Cleveland, whom he debauched), 
with whom he owned he had lived according to the rules 
of his convenience, though not according to the laws of the 
land, for two years last past. lie further said he was 
sorry for the effusion of blood of which he had been the 
cause, but would not name it a rebellion in his whole dis¬ 
course. There were taken in his pocket, books of his 
own handwriting, wherein were charms or spells, to open 
the doors in case he should be in prison, not to be wounded 
in battle, &c., songs and prayers. 

July 29. I set forward for Yorkshire. I got to 
Thrybergh in my own cuach, the 1st of August, where, 
by God’s mercy, I found my wife, children, and family 
very well. 

August 5. I went for York where the assizes were 
then held. 

August 8. That day c;a,me down the charter of York 
renewed, and the five aldermen changed as was before 
mentioned, whieli the fdends of my opponents did much 
rejoice at, and did cast about a discourse as it their stand¬ 
ing so firmly by me in my elcudion wa,s the reason of their 
being put out of. commission. This was some troulde to 
me, but there wa,s no remedy at that time. I returned 1o 
Thrybergh the same day. 

September 5. I called at Ilolsovcr in my return to 
Thrybergh to dine with the Duke of ISTewcastlc. The 
Duke of Albemarle had not long before quitted all his 
employments at Court. lie.' commanded the King’s first 
troop of guards, was Lord-Lieutenant of two counties, 
Chancellor of the UnivcM’sity of Cambridge, with other 
employments. Tlie reason was the Lord Eeversham had 
power to command him by his commission in the late 
rebellion in the West; and at their returii his lordship 
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and my Lord Churchill were made major-generals, when 
his grace thought that by his quality and his family’s 
service to the Crown, he deserved it as well as they. This, 
with the Luke of Newcastle’s believing himself neglected 
when last at London by the Ling, made him free of his 
discoimse in relation to affams at Court, and declare 
positively that he would not repair thither any more, and 
should be glad to be out of all manner of public, 
employment. 

September 22. I had an account of the breaking 
of a goldsmith in London who had 700/. of mine in his 
hands. 

October 14. I went to the muster of my militia troop 
at Wakefield, where several gentlemen of tlie town and 
country came and dined with me at my quarters. 

October 16. I returned home and met tlie news that 
I should recover 500Z. of the 700/. which I feared to lose 
by the breaking of the goldsmith. 

As I rode late between Barnsley and Wakefield I lost 
my sword out of my belt, and not discovering it till I 
came to my jommey’s end I was troubled at it, because it 
was reputed unlucky for a soldier to lose his sword. But 
it so happened that as I returned to Thrybergh two clays 
after, my men foimd it close to the road side, though many 
persons travelling that way passed very near it, yet did 
not find it. 

October 22. The Luchess Dowager of Norfolk and 
my Lord George Horvard came to pay us a visit at Thry¬ 
bergh. She had been a woman of ordinary extraction 
and of a worse course of life. My Lord Chesterfield told 
me that he kept her sister as his mistress for some years, 
at which time this woman being a child lived with her 
and made her fires. When she came to years she followed 
her sister’s trade, and was common about the town; at 
the last she fell to the share of my Lord Henry Howard 
(afterwards Duke of Norfolk), who had some children by 
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her whilst he owned her as his mistress, and many more 
when she was his wife. 

There seemed to be a strange fatality to attend that 
family at this time in relation to their wives. The young 
Duke of Norfolk, eldest son of the said Lord Henry by 
a former wife—Lord Marshal of England—married the 
only daughter and child of the Earl of Peterborough, and 
had lived with her in very good understanding for six or 
seven years; when, being told she was in league with one 
St. Germain, a Dutch gentleman, he was not willing to 
believe it till pretending to go from Wiiulsor to Win¬ 
chester with the King this very summer, he returned the 
same evening and surprised them so near that St. Germain 
was forced to leap out of the window to save himself, and 
the Duchess was found in all the conliision that so black 
a guilt coidd occasion. However, the Duke had the 
temper not to hurt her, but sent her some da 5 "s after into 
a monastery in Prance. 

October 24. I had the ill news of the death of my 
good lord and friend the Earl of Ailesbury, Lord Cham- 
berlai]! of the Household, but that whicL was much 
more afflicting was the acc'ouiit that my Lord Marquis of 
Halifax, Lord President of the Council, was in dishivour 
witli the King, and dismissed the Privy Council, wlio had 
been ever a true and kind patron to me, a man of 
extraordinary parts which made nu‘. tin; more concerned, 
fearing that the public miglit sulTer as well as his 
friends for want of so able a person in all business; but 
it being the King’s pleasure it bec,ame all good persons 
to submit to it. 

October 28. I went to meet my Lord Archbishop of 
York and Sir Henry Goodricke at Doncaster, in their 
journey up to the Parliament which was to sit tluj 9th of 
November next. They told me it was true the King’s 
having laid aside the Marquis of Halifax from all business, 
but that he had assigned no cause for it. I found also 
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tlu'.y W('ro very jealous that tlic King might offer some 
thing iu l^irliameiit this session in tavoiir of Popery. 

Noreinber 9. I set forward tor London wdth m 
family. I jirrivc'd there the 13th and found the Horn 
of (\)nimous had atljourned the taking into consideratio 
the King’s s[)ei‘eh, wliieh luiliad made to them on the da 
uftlieir meeting, till the 13th. The House of Lords ha 
vc»ted liis Maj(‘sty thunks fur it, but being moved to I 
done also in the House of Commons, it did not pass. T1 
King in this speiuh told the Houses that lie was glad i 
meet ibi'in in bc'ttiT times than -when he parted with the 
last; that the. rebellion was now perfectly qiia*shed, th 
tlie ({ovc'rnment was liable to such attempts by reason th 
tlu' militia of the kingdom was useless, and that the stain 
ing forei' was so small that, he had now raised it to 
grealei* iiiimlua’, which would be a double ehargo iipc 
liim to maintain, and tberidore he desired aproportionab 
aid to support it and pay hie officers; that ’twas tn 
then' wau'c' .smu' Popisli oOicers iu the army, but he hope 
that would enuse no niisimderstauding between him ai 
hi.s Parliament. Although they 'were not (pialified by la' 
yet thi'y wau'e siu'h as bad shown their ])rinei])lcs by the 
loyally; and that Iu‘ had had experience of it, and won 
not expose tlu'm to shame by parting—or to this effect- 
nnd would vi'iitlire his life, for the true interest of tl 
nuticiii. 

AhrewAr 13. The Commons voted a supply to ^ 
granti'd to tlu* King for his extraordinary occasions ; b 
would neitht'i’ eoiisi'iit to name the quantum nor the ii 
to whieli it was to be given, viz., to the support of t 
army. It was a long debate and ended in a question, ( 
whkh the. House divided, the noes being 250, the ay 
W('iv Imt 125 for that use. It came afterwards the sai: 
day to another division, upon the question whether tli 
House shonld llrst proceed iiiiou the supply to the Kii 
or upon tile second paragi’aph of his Majesty’s spee^ 
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concerning tlie Popiali officers in tlie army ; and it was 
carried for postponing tlie supply by one voice only. In 
this division it was told the King that several of his 
servants and officers of the army, who were of the House, 
divided against him. 

November 14. I waited upon the King to kiss his 
hand, wiio asked me when I came to town. I told him 
the night before. He said he was sorry for that, for if 
I had been there sooner, he had not lost the vote the day 
before for one vote, which he said was hard, and the 
more so because he lost it by his own officers ; which I 
thought was offered by way of admonition to me. That 
day the second part of the King’s speech was debated, 
and the result was that an address should be made to the 
King, to represent to him, that the receiving of Popisli 
recusants into the army was contrary to law, and to 
desire that they might be removed from the same. A 
committee was appointed to draw up this address, and to 
frame a bill at the same time for the indemnifying of the 
said officers for the time tliey had served, they having 
entered into that service in soinnninent a time of danger. 
My Lord Halifax told me the particulars of his being dis¬ 
missed from the Presidentship of the Council. He said 
he might have continued with gi'cater adviintages than 
ever, if he would have joined in some things which he 
saw were contriving to be carried on, which he could not 
agree to ; that the King parted with iiim with kind ex¬ 
pressions, did assign no cause for his dismission, nor would 
])ut any person in his place. Tliis lord was so generally 
looked upon as a wise man and a good subject, that the 
removal of him, especially at the beginning of Parliament, 
astonished a great many, and made them fear there was a 
change of councils as well as councilors. 

November 16. The debate of the aid to be given to 
the King came on. 200,000/. was first moved to be 
given, then 400,000/. by the country gentlemen. The 
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courtiers insisted upon 1,200,000/. for paying the new 
raised forces for five years. The House would not hear 
of that use for the money, lest it might prove an esta¬ 
blishment of a standing army, but would give it the King 
to be employed as he thought fit. At the last, 700,000/. 
was named and granted to the King. In this debate the 
usefulness of a standing army, till the rebellion, or rather 
the ferment of, it was perfectly quieted, was much insisted 
upon on one side—the danger of it and the inconveniences 
(especially considering the unruliness and insolence of 
soldiers, their ill example in the country, and the burthen 
of free quarters) on the other. Tut all this was com¬ 
promised in the declared intention of the House to 
make the militia more useful, until which time it was 
agreed as £l thing necessary that the army ought to be 
kept up. 

The address for tlie King’s dismissing of Popish 
officers for the army being prepared, was this day read 
and agreed to. A long debate happened upon this, 
whether the concurrence of the Lords should be desired 
or not in the matter. The Court party was against it, 
because the King might have a better excuse not to grant 
it when it came but from one of the two Houses ; the 
country gentlemen thouglit necessary to enforce it the 
more. In this vote I divided for joining with the Lords, 
or rather in asking their concurrence with us in this 
address ; but we lost it by some forty voices. 

November 17. The Commons considered of funds for 
tlie raising of 700,000/. before given, and after jiroposing 
the new foundations in the city of London, foreign salt, 
iron, and French linen, and several other commodities, it 
was voted to be laid upon the same sort of trade, viz., 
silks and stuffs from France, East India commodities, &c,, 
on which the former tax was laid in the last session, to be 
continued for five years longer; that is 400,000/. of the 
700,000/. was to be laid there, and the 300,000/. was laid 
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Upon Frencli wines at ■il. per tun more than was imposed 
before, for so long as that sum was run up. The same 
day the Commons went in a body to present the address 
to the King, he having appointed tliat time to receive it. 
His answer was this, that he did not expect such an ad¬ 
dress from such a House of Commons, having so lately 
recommended to their consideration the great advantages 
a good understanding between us had produced in a very, 
short time, and gave them warning of jealousies and fears 
amongst ourselves. ‘ I had,’ said he, ‘ reason to hope 
the reputation that God had blessed mo with in the world 
would have created and confirmed a greater confidence 
in you of me, and of all I say to you ; but however you 
proceed on your part, I Avill be steady in all the 
promises I have made, and be very just to my Avord in 
every one of my speeches.’ The King spoke this with 
great warmth. 

November 18. Was appointed to consider of a bill to 
make the militia more useful for thci future, but the de¬ 
bate was adjourned till the 21st day. Tlie same day it 
was moved by Mr. Whaiion, eldest son to the Ijord 
Wharton, that a day might be named to lake the King’s 
answer to our address into consideration. It Avas seconded 
by Mr. Cooke, of Derbysliire, a gentleman of three thou¬ 
sand pounds per annum, and Avho used these Avords, ‘ that we 
were all Englishmen, and he hoped avc should not be 
frightened from our duticis by a Icav high words,’ This 
was looked upon as so indecent an expression to tlie 
King, though the House gejierally likcid the motion, and 
put it into such a flame that they sent that member to 
the Tower, and left the business sine die. Tliat day I 
dined with my Lord Treasurer, who was civil to mo. 

November 1.9. The Lords began to consider of his 
Majesty’s speech, Avherc it related to Popish commanders, 
and the debate was very warm, but was at last adjourned 
till the 23rd. The King was present as he was usually 
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con.Mlaul. ill tlui IIdusc of Lords, and was mncli coiicerne 
at tlio plaiiiiioHs wliiidi tlioy said was used in this debah 
Till' truth is it gave gnxiat dissatisfiction to see the la\\ 
invadiid in tliat particular; and tlic King’s ])ost frieiid 
with his domestic as wadi ns military ofTu'ers, except soin 
lew that wc'ro popislily adectod, were much alarmed £ 
it, and wi're very free in their discourses concerning it. 

Novciiilx’.r 20. The King coming in his robes, ac 
([uainted both Houses by my Lord Chancellor, that fc 
some wi'iglity reasons, his Majesty thought fit to prorogu 
this rnrliammit until the .lOlli of February next, and tin 
accordingly it. was prorogiu'd. Many were the conjecturG 
eonctnaiing ibis prorogation. Some said the King had s 
good a. ri'veiuu' and was so good a manager that he wont 
he abh‘ to subsist, and inaintaiu both his licet and hi 
army without more money, and therefore would scare 
havi' occasion for more i’arlia.ineuts; and the rathe 
bc(‘ausc lu' had refused 7t)(),()()0/. by this dismissior 
which the (lommons wiu*e preparing to give him. Other 
weri' of opinion that, the Houses would meet again at th 
time, anil tliai the King would find out some expedieii 
before then to give, them satisfaction in the only point c 
ditferi'iiee. bi'twecm them, which was that of the Popisi 
ollieers. In the meantime some of those gentlemen tha 
had inost remarkalily vot.i'd for the address to the Kin 
for laying tlunn aside from their employments wore for 
bidden the King’s prcisence, as Mr. Fox, paymaster of th 
army, LieulemmLOolonel Darcy, Major Webb, &c. 

'riie Popish party at this lime behaved theinselve 
with an hisolence which did tlicm a prejudice. The Kiii] 
of France coutiiiued to practise all the cruelties imaginabl 
towards the Protestants in France to make them tun 
PathstH, eommaiidiiig that all extremities should be usei 
but deatli, as seizing their lands, razing their temples am 
houses, taking all tlu'ir goods, putting them into prisons 
cpiartering dragoons with them to cat up their estates am 












SIR JOHN RERESBY. 


349 


to watcli them that they should not sleep till they changed 
their religion. Many of them fled into all parts as they 
could escape, poor and naked; for their estates were 
stopped and themselves condemned to the. galleys if they 
were taken attempting to fly. 

December 2. His Majesty this day declared that he 
had reprieved the Lord Brandon, who had his day set to 
be executed three days afterwards. This was a great 
act of clemency in his Majesty, he having been pardoned 
before by the late King for breaking a boy’s neck when 
he was drunk, which he had been condemned for as guilty 
of murder. 

The favourites of the Court began to differ amongst 
themselves. Lord Sunderland was made President of 
the Council, and continued Secretary of State. The 
Queen was artificially possessed by this lord, who was 
fallen out with the Lord Treasurer, that the relations and 
friends of the King’s first wife wore in greatest favour, 
and had the best places as Eochcster, Clarendon, Dart¬ 
mouth, and others, whilst the friends of her wlio was (|ueen 
regent, had none so considerable, and of which number 
were reckoned Lord Sunderland, the Lord Chancellor, and 
Lord Churchill; upon which they began to work secretly 
one against the other. 

I had seen so many changes and so many great and 
little men removed in my time, that I confess it began to 
cool my ambition, and make me think there was a time 
when every thinking man woidd cLoose to retire and to 
be content with his own, rather than venture that and liis 
conscience for the getting of more ; and a little left to his 
family in that way was better than more gotten by otlun- 
means. Hot tliat I found the King less kind, or despaired 
of making or preserving my interest, though my great 
friend was removed ; for could I have persuaded myself 
to have come up to the point that some did, I bad a 
fairer opportunity of raising myself now than ever; but 
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I was convinced that safety was better than greatness, 
and a good fomidatioii in all conditions the greatest 
happiness. 

December 16. Mr. Fox, paymaster of the army, 
whose employment was valued at 10,000^. per annum, 
Colonel John Darcy, grandchild and heir to the Earl of 
Holderness, having not pleased the King in their votes as 
members of the Lower House having been suspended 
the King’s presence since the prorogation, were now 
wholly laid aside from their employments ; and ’twas said 
that it was agreed in council that all persons who should 
hereafter offend so should be likeAvise suspended, which 
startled many. It was observed that my Lord Treasurer 
was more humble and obliging than formerly, which made 
most believe that the game went ill on his side, and so it 
was confessed by Sir Henry Goodricke, brother-in-law to 
my Lord Dartmouth, another of that party. These pre¬ 
tended to stand upon a Protestant interest; the Queen 
and hers upon the Popish. 

Several other gentlemen members of Parliament who 
had employments were laid aside for not voting as was 
expected by the King, as my Lord Willoughby, eldest son 
to my Lord High Chamberlain, with two Mr. Berties, his 
relations, who had, all troops of horse, Mr. Fitzwilliam, 
another captain of horse, brother of my Lord Fitzwilham, 
Mr. Cooke, before committed to the Tower by the House 
of Commons, captain of a company of foot, Mr. Kendall, 
brigadier in the Horse Guards, and others. This made 
it the more wondered at, because these were some of 
'them eminent men as to their families and services to the 
Crown. 

December 22. The Archbishop of York came to sec 
me, but not finding me, told my wife that he heard that 
my lord Marquis of Halifax, was coming again into 
business, but upon discourse with the Marquis the day 
following I found it was a mistake. 
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Veceinher 23. The Duke of Albemarle now told me 
some things in relation to the present aHairs, which sur¬ 
prised me extremely. Some gentlemen had been lately 
attempted upon in the street: one had a powder thrown 
hi his eyes, that made him lose his sight; another had 
his throat cut by two men ;—neither of those giving the 
least provocation ; and the Duke of Albemarle wa,s met 
by a gentleman and threatened as he passed in a chair. 

December 26. It was whispered that the King would 
prorogue tl\e Parliament till May, an.d ’twas certainly 
better so to do, than to let it meet at tlie time except his 
Majesty had resolved to comply in some expedient for 
satisfying both Houses in the matter of Popisli officers; 
which was so far from being done that some others were 
lately received into military emplo^nnent. The Bisho]) of 
London, brother to the late Earl of Northam])ton, and of 
the Privy Council, a sober and learned prelate, was put 
out of the said Council for a s])eoc]i he made in the Lords’ 
House the last session (concerning the Popish officers ; 
though I was told by the Archbisho;[) of York that lie 
spoke it with all the rcispect imaginable to tlie King. 
Others said the reason was his being industrious to 
preserve the Princess Anne of Denmark in tl\c Prol estaiit 
religion, whom there were some endeavours to gain to the 
Church of Eonie. 

December 30. I dined with my Lord Chancellor and 
complimented liim upon some civilities I told liim I hoped 
I had received from him, and ])articiilarly for the .King’s 
kindness to me, which I attributed to his eharaccier of me 
in some measure (though I was not very much persuaded 
he was my friend to tluit degree, but the way to make 
- friends at Court is to pretend you think them so already). 
He took it very kindly, said he had ratlujr do nne a 
courtesy than tcdl me he had done it, that he always 
esteemed me since he knew me, had always heard well 
of me, especially as to the King’s service, and had not 
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done me right if he had otherwise represented me. I 
replied I always had been firm to the Crown, and should 
so continue, and he might assure the King of it. He 
promised me he would, and desmed me to come and see 
him sometimes. 
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CIIAPTEE XIII. 

Reroaby’s Ohildren—Trial of Lord DBlainere--A.nocdote of Jeffreys—Lady 
Strafford’s Funeral at York—The now Countess of Dorchester—York- 
sbiretnen at Merchant Taylors’—Jeffreys’ drunken Freak—Parliament 
again prorogued—York Matters—Oatliolics in the Ascendant—Measures 
adopted by the King—Death of Archbishop Dolben—At Hounslow— 
Great Changes on the Bench—Chief Justice Jones—Eton School—Lord 
Feversham and Lady Margaret Cavendish—Papists in the Privy Council 
—Account of tho York Garrison—Family Quarrels at Welbeck—York 
Hospitalities. 


1686 . 

January 9. Not being very desirous tliut my daiigliter 
Frances, who was now near twenty years of age, should ap¬ 
pear often at Court, she had not been at that of the Queen 
Dowager’s till about this time since she came to town, 
when being presented with her mother to kiss the Queen’s 
hand, the Queen told her—calling her by her name—that 
she was grown very tall, and very pretty since she saw 
her ; and without parlisility she was then as handsome as 
most women of that time, liad a great deal of wit, and 
virtue and goodness with it. I began now to hope my 
eldest son William would })rove a scholar, having hitherto 
no other reason of dispute witli him, he and the rest of 
my children being, by God’s great mercy, very hopeful 
and dutiful. 

January 14. Was my Lord Delamere tried by a 
particular commission, ducctcd to the Lord High Steward 
and thu’ty other peers in Westminster Hall, for higli 
treason, viz., for conspiring to raise rebellion, and to sub- 
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vert the government,-with the Duke of Monmontli and 
other false traitors, &c. I was near the King during the 
whole trial, and the only chief evidence against him was 
one Saxton, an obscure fellow, who swore that about the 
time of the Duke of Monmouth’s landhig, he being recom¬ 
mended by the Lord Brandon to the said Lord Delamere, 
discoursed with him at liis house in Cheshire, upon- 
the 4th of June, Sir Eobert Cotton and Mr. Offley being 
present, concerning a rising there to aid the said duke; and 
that his lordship said he was engaged to raise 10,000 men 
for that service, but could not do it so soon as was 
promised, the money being not yet ready, &c. The 
evidence of all the other witnesses was but circumstantial 
and by hearsay; there were six or eight. Some said that 
the Duke of Monmouth had told them that he dejDended on 
the assistance of my Lord Macclesfield, my Lord Brandon, 
and my Lord Delamere, and that they would rise in 
Cheshke as soon as he landed. Others swore that the 
said duke had written and sent messages to his friends 
at London, to give notice to the said lords to be ready, 
for that he was preparing to come for England. In this 
trial a new piece of law was insisted upon by the Lord 
High Steward and the Solicitor-General, not practised 
before, viz., that if there were but one positive evidence 
to any one fact of high treason which was clear, with 
which other evidence, though it were but ckcumstantial, 
conciured, that was sufficient to find the prisoner guilty. 
As, for example, if there were one positive witness that a man 
heard another say that he did intend to kill the King upon 
such a day, and another swore that he saw the said party 
lie in wait to pursue that intent; this is sufficient evidence. 
But however the law is in the case, it was not applicable 
in this lord’s particular ; for he clearly disproved the main 
witness, producing very clear testimony that neither Sir 
Eobert Cotton, Mr. Offley, nor himself were there the said 
4th of June ; but two of them in London and the other 
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sixteen miles off. Besides, the prisoner urged tliat had 
this Saxton spoke true lie was not a legal witness, being 
then himself a prisoner and taken in actual rebellion in 
the defeat of the Duke of Monmouth, and might swear to 
save his own life. Upon the whole matter my lord was 
acquitted, every one of the peers declaring him not guilty. 
Some persons condemned the lawyers for advising the 
King to bring a peer to trial upon so slender evi¬ 
dence. Others said the King having jiut him in prison, 
it was fit he should have his public trial, lest it should be 
thought he had been detained without any matter against 
him. When the trial was ended I saw the King was 
very angry with Saxton, and he declared the next day 
that he should be first indicted for perjury and then 
hanged for high treason. 

January 18. I dined with my Lord Chancellor, 
where my Lord Mayor of London -svas invited and some 
other gentlemen. After dinner tlie Chancellor, having 
drunk smartly at table (whicih was his caistom) called for 
one Montfbrt, a gentleman of his that had been a 
comedian, an excellent mimic, and to divert the com¬ 
pany, as he called it, made him gi ve us a cause, that is, 
plead before him in a feigned action, whores he acted all 
the principal lawyers of the ago, in their tone ot‘ voice, 
and action or gesture of body; and thus ridiculed not 
only the lawyers, but the law itself, ddus, I c.onfess, was 
very diverting, but not so ])riident as I thought for so 
eminent a man in so great a station of the law; siiicu 
nothing could get a man more enemies than to deride 
those whom they ought most to sup])orl. 

January 21. I received notice from my lieutcuiant 
at York that the day the Countess of Strafford’s body c^anui 
there to be buried (being attended by several gentlcmcm of 
the country, and a guard out, of my com])any), tlui rabble, 
to tear off the escutcheons from the heiu'se, had made an 
assault upon them, when the soldiers endeavoming to beat 

A A 2 








THE MEMOIRS OF 


356 

them off were driven and pursued into the Minster, where 
the quire being himgwith black cloth and escutcheons, was 
plundered of them, several of the soldiers hurt as well as 
those of the rabble, so that a greater riot had not been 
known in that place. That he (meaning my lieutenant) 
had complained to my Lord Mayor of some of the leaders 
of this fray, and that he refused to punish them as he 
ought. At the same time I had a letter from my Lord 
Mayor, who complained of the lieutenant and the soldiers, 
and denied but that he was ready and active to indict 
such punishments upon the offenders as the law allowed 
in that case. 

January 22. I acquainted his Majesty with the whole 
matter, who gave present order to my Lord Sunderland to 
inform himself from me particularly of it. 

January 23. Being sent for by my Lord Sunderland, 
I gave him an account in writing of the riot at York, 
who bade me attend the King in Council the next day, for 
then it would be taken into consideration. 

It was now certain that Mrs. Sedley, who had been for¬ 
merly the King’s mistress, and brought him children when 
Duke of York, but deserted for a while- after he came to 
the Crown, was so much again in • his favour that lie 
created her Countess of Dorchester, and did visit her 
frequently. This gave great discontent to the Queen; 
but there was no remedy for the present. The Queen’s 
party and priests did so importune the King, set before 
him the sin, and the discoiu-agement which his amour 
with the new Countess of Dorchester gave to the gaining 
of converts to their church, that it was said he would 
abandon his mistress, and had sent her word either to go 
into France or he would withdraw the pension he gave 
her of four thousand pounds a year. 

January 25. I received the unwelcome news from 
Spain that my brother Jervase Eeresby was married there 
to a Spaniard of no great extraction nor estate ; and 
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which was the worst, tliat he was likely to fix himself 
there. I had a letter from him soon after to the same 
effect. 

February 9. Was the animal feast of Yorkshiremen 
at Merchant Taylors’ Hall, where the archbishop dined 
and most of the principal gentlemen of that comity then 
in town, and ivliere my Ijord Latimer, Sir John Kaye, 
and m 3 ?'self were chosen three of the steivards for the 
ensiling year. 

My Lord Chancellor had like to have died at this 
time of a fit of the stone, which he brought upon himself 
by a great debauch of wine at Aldennau Duncomb’s, 
where he and my Lord Treasurer, with others, drank to 
that height as ’twas whispered that they stripped into their 
shirts, and had not an accident ])rcvented, would iiavcgot 
upon a'sign-post to drink the King’s iiCcilth, wJiich gave 
occasion of derision, not to say more of tlic matter. 

February 10. Lcing the day to ivliich tlie Parlia¬ 
ment Avas prorogued, the membeivs of the House of 
Commons, as well as the Lords, did meet in their re¬ 
spective places. The Commons that a])t)eared Averc to 
the number of about one iumdrcKl and fifty. Leing sum¬ 
moned by the Black Hod to attend in tlic lloiiso of Jjords, 
a commission directed to my Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Treasurer, &c., Avas read, commanding them or any ot 
them to prorogue the Parliament till the lOth of May next, 
which my Lord Chancellor did accairdingly. 

February 15. Having had notice from Lieutenant 
Butler that two aldermen from York had drawn up some 
information against him as to his carriage in that garrison 
when he commanded in my absence, and would ])resent 
it to the King, and desiring mo to assist him therein, I 
went to his Majesty, acquainted him with that matter, 
telling him I could not excuse my lieutenant in all par¬ 
ticulars of his carriage ; that heluid been arbitrary in some 
things, but if his Majesty should put any disgrace upon 
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him at theix complaint it would seem to give a victory to 
the town and prejudice his service. He said I was in the 
right, and he would be careful in the doing of it. The best 
argument to be used with the King in these cases was 
from point of honour. 

FebTUfjLvy 17. I went to tell my Lord Sunderland 
(Lord President and Secretary of State) that the aldermen 
were come up with the intention and to the same effect 
as I had before told the King; who answered me very 
surlily, and said the King Avas the best judge when and in 
what manner to punish his officers ; that my lieutenant 
was not to escape any more than others in case he de¬ 
served it, which did something surprise me, his manner of 
speaking it being angry and haiiglity, 

February 21. • Dining with the Marquis of Halifax, 
we had much discourse concerning affairs as tlioy then 
stood. He advised me to accept of an embassy (if it 
could be exchanged) for the government of York, and told 
me -which way it might’ be obtained; but we did not agree 
in the proposal. 

February 23. The King went into Hyde Park to sec 
his two regiments of Guards mustered. He had seen 
some part of them some days before, and found fault 
with their being not full; he excepted my brother’s com¬ 
pany, and told him, both in the field and the next day at 
Whitehall, that it was the best company there, and bade 
the Duke of Grafton take notice of it that the rest slrould 
be as good; and for that reason he saw them again to 
know the reason of their being so defective, for lie was 
exact in these things. 

About this time the Duke of Gordon, a papist, was 
made governor of Edinbimgh Castle, and the Duke of 
Queensberry (who was adversary to my Lord Perth, Lord 
Chancellor of Scotland, and had lately professed himself 
a papist) was laid aside from his office of Lord Treasurer. 
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This declared favour to persons of that religion gave great 
disgust in that kingdom. 

March 1. The two aldermen (of York) were brought 
to the King by my Lord Preston. They endeavoured to 
excuse themselves and the rest of the magistrates as to 
the blame laid upon them for the late riot. The King 
replied that their town lay under an ill repute; that they 
had not behaved themselves well to suffer such a disorder; 
that as he would not have his soldiers misbeliave them¬ 
selves, so he would not have them abused; that he ex¬ 
pected more respect should be paid to his officers and 
ganison, and that they that were magistrates should per¬ 
form their parts. Ilis Majesty gave order, however, that 
the rioters should be prosecuted at the assizes. 

The brief for a collection in all parislies of England 
for some thousa,iuls of Prench Protestiints that had 
refuged themselves here ifom the barbarous prosecution 
against them at home, after a long stop did pass the Great 
Seal at last. 

Though it could not be said that there was as yet any 
remarkable invasion upon the rights of the Oluirch of 
England, yet the King gave all the eiicourageineiit h'e 
could to the increase of his own, by putting more pivpists 
into office, but cs])ecially in Ireland; by causing or allow- 
ing ])opish books t.o be printed and sold a,nd cried publicly ; 
by publishing some popish ])apcrs found in the late King’s 
closet, and the declaration of liis dying a ])a[)ist and the 
manner of it; with that of tlu^ conversion of the late 
Duchess of York, and her rtuisons for it, written by herself; 
by a letter or order to the Archbishop of Canterbury, to 
direct the ministers of his diocese to ])reach a good life, 
but not to meddle with controversies in their sermons ; by 
sending my Lord Oastleinaine upon a solemn tanbassy 
to the Pope, and many other such things; ^vhich made 
all men expect that more would follow ol‘ a greater 
concern. 
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March 28. I was robbed at York by some soldiers of 
my Lord Ferrers’ regiment, in their march to Berwick, of 
some wine; some stragglers getting into the Manor yard 
and breaking open my cellar ; but my servants took them 
and committed them to the guard. 

March 29. I was robbed at London, whether by 
servants or others was not discovered, of about 30/. worth 
of plate. Such accidents, I thank God, had scarce ever 
before befallen me in my whole life. 

The King adjourned his Parliament in Scotland, which 
should have met the beginning of April, till the latter end 
of that month, suspecting that things would Jiot go so 
clever as was first believed, the discontents seeming to 
increase, that the Chancellor and other great men that 
were turned papists continued in office, and had so great 
countenance at Court. The head of the other faction was 
the Duke of Queensberry, a great man of interest in that 
kingdom, and the Chancellor’s great enemy. 

April 14. I was fifty-two years of age, and thanked 
God for his great mercies to me during my whole life. 

Apo^il 16. I received news of the death of Dr.- 
Dolben, Archbishop of York, a man of excellent parts 
and piety, and much to be lamented for the loss the 
Chiuch had by him as well as his friends. I acquainted 
the King the same day with that news. 

I waited upon his Majesty to Hounslow Heath, who 
went to choose the ground where his army was to encamp 
that summer. He was afterwards entertained at dinner 
by Mr. Shales, the provider, in a httle house built near 
there for the conveniency of his business, where his 
Majesty was more pleasant and entertaming to all the 
company than he used to be. I rode a horse of my own 
breed that I was offered fifty guineas for that day. I 
asked seventy guineas for him. 

I discovered the party that had stolen my plate, by a 
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gilt cup that was pawned for 10s,, and clapped him in the 
gaol, 

April 22. Eeing the iirst of the term, there was a 
great change in Westminster Hall of the judges ; there 
was a new Lord Chief Justice of the Connnon Pleas, and 
another new judge there ; a new Lord Chief Laron ; in 
fine, four new judges of all courts. This made the greater 
noise, because several of tliosc turned out were knowing 
and loyal gentlemen, and their crime was only tins—that 
they would not give their o]anions,.as most of the rest had 
done, that the King by his prerogative might dispense with 
the taking of the test to Pom an Catholics. 

April 23. I was informed by Mr. Jones, son to tlic 
late Chief Justice, lately turned out, that his father told 
the King, at his dismission, that he was not sorry for himself 
to be laid aside, being old and worn out in his service, 
but that his Majesty should expect such a construction of 
the law from him as he could not honestly give; and that 
none but indigent, ignorant, or ambitious peo[)le would 
give their judgments as he expected ; that his Majesty 
replied it was necessary his judges should be of one mind. 
He told 'me further that Sir Pobert Sawyer, the Attoriu'.y- 
General, had been directed by the King to draw a warrant, 
by virtue of his prerogative, for a priest of the Church of 
Pome being put into a benefic.c, and for one Walker, 
master of a college in Oxford, and some more fellows of 
the same college, turned papists, to bo confirmed master 
and fellows, by 7ion obstante. The Attorney said that 
would bo against not only one statute, but all the laws 
since the time of Queen Elizabeth ; that he durst not do 
it, and desired the King would consider of it, since this 
sti'uck at the root of the Protestant Church, wliic.h was 
contrary to his Majesty’s late gracious promise, irho 
Attorney said further that as soon as one could be found 
that would do it, he expected to lose liia place. Sucli 
power had the council of priests over his Majesty. 
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' May 2. I went to New Hall, in Essex, tlie Duke of 
Albemarle’s house, the King having promised that duke 
to go and stay two days there', to hunt, which he, 
coming the day after, performed mTordingly. These 
two dayvS his Majesty killed two stags; he was iiidefatig- 
able at that sport, loving to ride so hard that he usually 
lost his company. The caitertiiiinnent which the Duke 
gave the King was very nobh'; the Prince was there and 
a great part of the Court. 

May 5. Mr. Finch, Solicitor-Gcneral, was turned 
out, and one Mr. Powis put in his stead, who did what 
the other refused, vix., to draw a warrant for the confirm¬ 
ing of Walker, master of University college in Oxford, 
and tlu’ce follows, and the' parson of Putney, in their 
respective bcmofKu-s and ]}hic.es, wliich uficu’ passed the 
Great Seal, notwillisiaiidijig their being ])apiHts. At the 
same time, most of thc'. officers that were Protestants in 
the army in Ireland were tiiriu'd out, and papists put in 
their rooms. ^ 

May 10. TIk'. Parliament met., and was prorogued 

^ Part of a letter to Ijovd Ilnlirax, among the Sponcor MSS., iu Sir John's 
hand, but eignocl ‘ 11. .1.’ thilod April 1)7, rnua thusI had it from those to 
whom tho Attornoy-Gcmoral told it, tliat Ihh oxpi'cled to bo turned out five 
days before it happcsTied, ho having denied his BlajoHty’a commands to make 
a warrant witli an ohafanU to nclmil a paratm now turned papist, and so 
dui'larotl, into a bonoficu; and for ctmiirming Dutdor Walker and his frater¬ 
nity in tlio niaslorship and hdlow.slnps of tlint collogo in Oxford. It is said 
tlu'ro is, or speedily will bo, some publioation that whosoever being now 
beneiicod shall becomo Komun (lathoUcs shall not for that reason forfeit their 
prefenneutri or livings.’ 

On May 11, 108U, tho same corroapondisut writoa ^Mr. Powia, the new 
attorney-general, has compliocl with what the (lata) attoruoy-gonoral re¬ 
fused, and has passed the seals. My lord proeidonb has relapsed, but is now 
better j and my lord Spencer not woll by the ill-uaage ho and tho rest of his 
company received from the constables and watch three nights ago, being 
upon a high ramble. Some, tliey say, complaining of it to my Lord Preston, 
he said it was pity it was not worse. Mr. Bucley was wounded in tho 
head with a halberd, and lias lost a piece of his lip in tho service. ... I 
met yesterday my Lord Thanet, who is jealous of a designed marriaga of 
tho Lord Feversham with my Lady Margaret Cavendish,’ 
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by commission till the 22nd of E’oveinber following. The 
King said that morning in his bedchamber that many of 
the politicians of the House of Commons were come 
up, fearing he should surprise them by letting the 
House sit to do business; but he would not do with 
them as they used to do with the Crown. I presented 
the King with six medals, or old Eoman coins, found 
at Aldborough, in Yorkshire, which he accepted very 
kmdly. 

May 13. Taking my leave of my lord of Dover (late 
Henry Jermyn, Esq., a pajhst and great favourite), he 
told me that the Parliament would certainly meet at the 
time limited, and if they did not comply with the King 
they might expect the issue. He told mo further that the 
King confided in my loyalty, and that if he c.ould serve 
me in anything I slioiild write to him. Tlie King Jiaving 
lately got a Jesuit for his confessor, went on 'faster than 
formerly in promoting the Eoman Catholic religion, 

June 10. I removed my two sons from Kensington 
to Eton School, where there were at least 300 scholars, 
and some of them men ; as well to improve their conver¬ 
sation by degrees (their schoolfellows at Kensington being 
little boys). 

June 14. I returned with my family from Epsom 
waters, with better health than I caiTied with me. 

June 21. I set out for Thrybergh with my family. 

This term an ac.tion was brought against {Sir Edward 
Hales, a professed papist, to whom the King had given a 
regiment of foot, upon the statute, for five liundred 
pounds, for having that employment, not, having taken the 
oaths and the test as that law requires. It was agreed by 
all the judges, Baron Street only excepted, that die King 
had power by his prerogative to dispenso with all penal 
statutes; that he was the only judge of the necessity of 
dispensing with the penal statutes. So Sir Edward, 
pleading the King’s pardon, had the bettei' of the cause. 
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This judgment was very surprising, and occasioned miicli 
discourse in the kingdom. 

June 26. I went to the Duke of iJ^'ewcastle, where 
(as I had promised my Lord Feversham) I took what 
pains I could to serve him with that duke, and got his 
good opinion, so as to think him a lit person to marry my 
Lady Margaret his daughter, and I found the only objec¬ 
tion that remained was that his estate in land, thougli in 
places and land together he had 8,000^. per annum, was 
not so much as was desired. I gave his lordship a 
particular account of his grace’s sentiments, and put him 
into the best way I could to surmount that difficulty. 

July 5. I went for York. When I came there I 
found tlie discourse Avas no less there than it was else¬ 
where, that my Lord Plymouth was put out from being 
governor of Hull and myself of York, and that two popish 
lords were placed in those commands; but I did not believe 
it at tliat time for the favours, &c., I so lately received 
from the King. At my coming to town the citizens Averc 
generally glad of my return, those that were not my best 
friends not being desirous a papist should be made 
governor there in my stead; and this they expressed by 
causing the bells to be rung, as well as by their expres¬ 
sions and visits. I found the garrison in good order, and 
the officer that commanded the company there a very dis¬ 
creet man. I stayed there five days, and then returned to 
my house at Thrybergh. 

July !18. I received the news that t]]e King liad 
sworn foim papist lords of his Privy Council, three of 
whom had been in the Tower for the popish plot, and 
had appointed a commission for my Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Treasurer, and some others, of whom three were 
bishops, to inspect and inquire of ecdesiastical affairs and 
persons. 

August 4. I went to Welbeck with my wife, where 
the duke and duchess received us with great civility and 
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entertained us three days. I found by him that he was 
sensible of the King s going on very fast in the promoting 
his own religion, but did resolve to be very loyal, and yet 
firm to his religion. He opened his heart to me in many 
particulars. 

September 2. The garrison (at York) I formed at 
that time into this method. The ten companies consisted 
of 500 men (besides officers), and the daily guards of 
eighty men, by detachments of eight out of every com¬ 
pany, of four sergeants, six corporals, and one commis¬ 
sioned officer. These met at the place of parade in the 
Minster yard between nine and ten every morning; at ten 
o’clock they marched off to relieve the several guards, 
which guards were in all six, viz., the main guard con¬ 
sisting of.thirty-two private sentinels, one drummer, one 
commissioned officer, one sergeant, one corporal; the other 
guards were kept at the several gates, which were five: 
at Bootham Bax there were eight soldiers, one sergeant, 
one corporal, one drummer ; that being next to the Manor 
th6 sentries at my door were reheved from thence. At 
Micklegate Bar there were twelve soldiers, one sergeant, 
&c. The rest were accordingly distributed to Walmsgate, 
Castlegate, and Monk Bar. The tattoo was beaten every 
night by five drums at ten o’clock, at which hour every 
soldier was to go to his quarters, or be punished if found 
after that hour in the streets by the patroller that went 
the round of the streets to see that good order was kept. 
JYo soldier was suffered (nor, indeed, citizen) to go out of 
the gates in the day time with firearms, dogs, or engines 
for the destruction of game, except gentlemen or officers, 
or such as had leave in writing from myself. I did not 
sufler any quarters to be given without my allowance, 
and where I found the magistrates did oppress, I relieved 
as I thought fit, and was impartial in that and all other 
matters; which surprised a great many, who expected 
that having it now in my power to oppress my opponents. 
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and to i-asi- my friamlH, I would liavc don 
im* tho gutul opinion of tlioHo that hud bee; 
iusomueh an neveral of them seat to mu to c 
nut leave the eity, but .stay there for their pr 
a ‘.naiilemaiu one Mr. Fairfax, that had buei 
enemy at iuy idec‘tu)u, and upon other accc 
me to forgive him and to receive him into fri 
hiH kmH‘H (a .suImuHHiou which I no way denii 
October 15. Came forth tin; proclamal 
roguing the Farliameni from the 22ud of Nc 
to the I4ih of Fel)riuiry. 
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himself in his single condition more happy than married 
into that family as things stood, or to that purpose; so 
fatal to famihes are those differences occasioned by the 
folly of husband or wife, or both ; and if the latter, 
though the man hath spirit (if he have sense with it), he 
will suffer in some degree the insolence of a woman rather 
than make it public to the prejudice of his children, 
especially daughters, who are seldom desired out of such 
families. 

December 1. I had an accoimt from my Lord Presi¬ 
dent’s secretary, that his lordship had moved the King (as 
I had desired) for a living for my brother, lately fallen 
void in his Majesty’s gift; that the King was very favour¬ 
ably mclined to do it, but was engaged six months before 
to another. 

December 2. I gave a ball and supper to the ladies 
of the town and the officers of the garrison. 

December 9. Mr. Pricket, Depiity-Eecorder of the 
city of York, invited me, my wife and family, with such 
officers and others as I should bring with me, to dinner 
at his house, where he gave us an extraordinary enter¬ 
tainment. 

December 10. Sir Stephen Thompson, merchant and 
alderman of York, gave me and my family a supper and 
ball. All the ladies of the town appeared there, and but 
few gentlemen besides such as I invited to come. 

December ll. Mr. Chancellor of the Province of 
York, Dr. Watkinson, came and invited me and my family 
to dinner, desiring that I would appoint the time ; but I 
was not very well, and feared the gout, so that I gave no 
answer to it at that time. I was desired by others to 
entertainments at their houses, but was hindered for the 
same reason. 
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OHAPTEE XIV. 

More Preferments of Catholics—York Assizes—A Case of Witchcraft— 
James’s Efforts to suppress public Feeling—Eereshy sounded by tho 
Judge—Captain Fairfax and others lose their Commissions—Further 
Prorogations—Liberty of Conscience—Feeling of Dissenters—^Bucking¬ 
ham’s Death—Old Custom at Eotherham—York Manor to be a Oatholic 
Seminary—The Pope’s Nuncio at Windsor—Lords Feyersham and 
Preston at Thrybergh and Welbeck—A Carious Courtship—Judge Ala- 
bon at York—Conduct of Protestant Justices—Hunting at Clipston— 
The King’s Progress—The eccentric Marq^uis of Winchester at Rufford 
—James’s Displeasure against the Church—^Doctor Hough, of Magdalen 
—^Progress of Lord Feversham’s Love Affair—The Duchess and her 
Daughter—The Doncaster Corporation—York Manor—The King’s 
Questions to the Justices, and their Effect—Displacement of Lord- 
Lieutenants. 


1687. 

January 6. I had an account that several gentlemen in 
this Eiding were put out of commission of the peace, to 
the number of nineteen, and ten papists put in their 
room; that my Lord Eochester, Lord High Treasurer, 
was laid aside from that office, and that if was put into 
the hands of five commissioners, of whom two were 
papists. 

January 18. The sessions of the peace were held 
at Doncaster, where Sir John Boynton, sergeant-at-law, 
gave the charge. There was no alteration then in the 
commission, nor did anything happen but according to 
the usual method and business of sessions. The mayor 
of Doncaster presented me with some wine and oysters, 
and my Lord Darcy sent me a doe. 
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January 30.1 went for York from Tlirybergh, leaving 
my wife there. 

Miy Lord Clarendon, Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 
was recalled, and Mr. Talbot, a strict Irish Papist—made 
a little before Earl of Tyrconnel—sent over to succeed 
him, which made a great many people leave or sell their 
estates, and come over for England. Mr. Savile, vice- 
chamberlain to the King, brother to the Marquis of Halifax, 
who Lad been of the bed-chamber to the King, whilst 
Luke of York, and since that ambassador in Prance, was 
put out of his employment. 

March 7. I removed with my family to York, the 
assizes having begim there upon the 5th, attended but by 
one j udge, Serj eant Powell. Pour fellows received sen¬ 
tence of death, and a poor old woman also had the hard 
fate to be condemned for a witch. Some, that were more 
apt to believe those things than I, thought the evidence 
strong against her. The boy who said he was bewitched, 
falling into fits before the bench when he saw her, and 
then on a sudden coming to himself, and relating very 
distinctly the several injuries she had done him. But in 
all this it wms observed the boy had no distortion, no 
foaming at the mouth, nor did his fits leave him gradually, 
but all of a sudden; so that the judge thought fit to 
reprieve her. 

However, it is just to relate this odd story. One of 
my soldiers being upon guard at eleven o’clock at night, 
at Clifford Tower Gate, the night the witch was arraigned, 
liearing a great noise at the castle, and coining to the 
porch there saw a scroll of paper creep from under the 
door, which, as he imagined by moonshine, turned first 
into the shape of a monkey, then of a turkey-cock, which 
moved to and fro by him. ‘Whereupon he went to the 
gaol and called the under-gaoler, who came and saw the 
scroll dance up and down and creep under the door, where 
there was scarce the room of the thickness of-half-a 
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crown.' This I had from the inoulli both of the soldier 
and gaoler. 

Every day produced so great a change in officers, both 
civil and military, who would not comply witli wluit the 
King desired of them that there was no assurance of 
anything. The only trial of men, especially members of 
both Houses of Parliament, who had plai'os and came 
near the King, was this—he took them aside, told tliem 
that the Test Act was made in the height of faction, not 
only to prejudice the Eoman Catholics, and c.luefly him¬ 
self, and to prevent his coming to the Crown ; but tliat 
so long as that and the penal laws against tlunn continued, 
nobody was safe of that persuasion ; that it was against 
all municipal laws for subjects, being free born, to be 
denied to serve their jniiicc, or for a ])riucc not to make use 
of whom he pleased for his servicen And therefore lie 
hoped they were so loyal as not to refuse to give him 
votes for taking away of so unreasonable laws. Every 
man that resisted tlie King in this was discharged of his 
employment. 

The time for the sitting of the Parliament now draw¬ 
ing near, and several Parliament men not going to London, 
the King ordered the judges, in their several circuits, to 
feel their pulse in this matter; and particularly I was aiu- 
prised when the judge told me privately at York that ho 
had orders to speak to me on that subject. I asked him 
if he had it from his Majesty. He replied he received it 
in general from the King, to sound all members of Parlia¬ 
ment, and from my Lord Chancellor as to my own pim- 
ticular. I then desked some time to consider of it, and 
the next morning returned him this answer—that since 
a denial of what the King asked was interpreted as an act 
of disloyalty, and I had so lately waited upon the King 
personally and given him such assuranc^ea of my loyalty, 
I could not believe this message was directed to me, and 
the. rather, because he did not name me; and I did not 
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conceive that I wa« obliged to declare myself to anybody 
else; but if liis Majesty did think fit to say anything 
further to me, when I waited upon him—which I intended 
s|)eedily—I shoidd consult both my loyalty and conscience 
to give him what satisfaction I could. The judge told 
me he would return what I said ; seemed not very for¬ 
ward to advise compliance, but was merely passive. This 
was the best reply I thought at that time, for had it been 
affirmative, it was not safe, as the bent of the nation stood, 
to declare one’s iiiind to a third person; had it been 
negative it laid disobliged the King perfectly ; when, if 
the Parliament should not meet (as it was not likely by 
the general o])positiou this found), the matter might 
probably never come in question. However it is most 
safe to deliver one’s own mind in such cases one’s self to 
a prince, and avoid if possible either the treachery, 
prejudice, or ignorance of such as re])ort. 

We now heard that Captain Fairfax, eldest son to my 
Lord Fairfax, had his commission taken from him ; 
Colonel Herbert the same, Vice-Admiral of England and 
Master of the Hobos, who enjoyed in places at that time 
three thousand pounds per amium. My lord president 
had the wardrobe taken away, refusing, as the rest did, to 
comply. The King having used all the means, both of 
threats and persuasions, to bring the Parliament men to 
comply in taking away the Test Act and penal laws, and 
all to no purpose, thought it not. safe to call the Parlia¬ 
ment as it was ap])ointed; and therefore declared in 
council upon the 18th of March that foimveighty con-' 
sidcrations the Parliament should be prorogued till the 
!i‘iud of JSfovember following. His Majesty declared at 
the same time that uniformity in religion had not been 
able to be eirected by the endeavours of four of his pre¬ 
decessors succeeding one. a.nother, assisted by tlieir Parlia¬ 
ments, but that it iiad rather proved ])rejudicial to the 
kingdom (as was lately experienced. l)y the rebellion in 
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his father’s time). He was now resolved to issue out a 
declaration for toleration or liberty of conscience to all 
dissenters, hoping it would contribute to tlie peace and 
quiet of this kingdom, and to the increase of people as 
well as of trade. Whatever reasons were alleged, the 
true reason appeared to most men to be a design thereby 
to weaken the Church of England ; and its professors 
feared it would feel more blows than this in a sliort time, 
though many were of opinion that such a toleration was 
not of prejudice upon a political, account. 

April 7. There came down the declaratioii for 
liberty of conscience, gilded over with tenderness to his 
Majesty’s subjects, in general invitation to strangers ot 
different opinions, improvement of trade, and promising 
all this time to protect the bishops and ministers of tlie 
Church of England in their functions, rights, and pro¬ 
perties and free exercise of their religion in the churches. 
But the design was well understood, viz. to divide tlm 
Protestant churches, that the Papists might iind less oppo¬ 
sition. The Presbyterians or Calvinists, who most of 
them had begun to conform, continued to come to our 
churches. The Anabaptists, Quakers, and Independents 
made addresses of thanks to the King for this indulgence. 
Several gentlemen in addition to those before named had 
lost their employments for refusing to give their votes for 
taking away the penal and test laws, being all members 
of Parliament. After which, the Parliament being pro¬ 
rogued, the question how men inclined as to that matter 
was not so frequently put; nor did any number of Pro¬ 
testants, considerable either as to estates or'quality, go 
over to the Homan Churcli, as yetneitlier invited by great 
preferments that waited on them, nor frightened witli the 
King’s frowns, and the loss of their employments So far 
did honour help religion, that gentleme]i were tlie more 
firm, lest the world might think that they changed their 
religious opinions for reward. 
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May 12. The great man once in estate, several times 
so in favour with the late Xing Charles (but never with 
his brother), the Duke of Buckingham, died about this 
time. He was certainly the most witty man of his time, 
wholly addicted to his pleasures, and unsteady.^ 

I had a letter from my brother Edmond, captain in 
the Guards, that informed me that the King told him I 
had sent up a very good company of Grenadiers; for 
there was not a man in it but he was taller than the 

‘ An undated letter from Eeresby to Halifax, among tbo Spencer MSS., 
from which the following are extracts, seems to have been writton about 
this time:— 

' Having this particular opportunity, I could not but make use of it to 
assure your lordship of the continuance of my most faithful service, though 
the quiet and reserve people are under in these ports afford little matter for 
a letter. At York the old magistrates repent not their fate, and the new 
ones (chiefly governed by Alderman Eains, who married a pnpist) behave 
themselves with great loyalty, but are not willing, though pressed to it by 
some, nor the dean and chapter, though advised to it by the Bishop of 
Chester and others from above, to make an address, 

‘ Mass and proaching aro public in some five several rooms taken for that 
purpose ; but'it is computed that the whole number of that persuasion will 
not reach sixty of tho whole city, in which number thoro are but three 
known converts ; yet some aro so earnest to gain them that one Doctor Va¬ 
vasour, who had the best practice in physic, hath now tho worst by offering 
to put a priest upon a dying patient, tho parson of tho parish being sent for 
before and then present, Tho generality of those parts seem very firm and 
very quiet to the Church of England; and tho only dissenters that seem 
pleased with their toleration are tho Quakers and Independents, the numbor 
of either not very considorablo; for, notwithstanding they have meeting¬ 
houses, the churches are observed not to be less full in Yorlc, Leeds, 
Sheffield, in all which places I have boon very lately. Sir Thomas Sliugsby, 
Sir Thomas Maulovcrer, both wont up witli intentions not to be shaken, and 
there is none suspected to leave tho Cliuvch of England (employed from 
these parts) but Sir Eog, Strickland. I have been attacked by side-winds, 
but my answer was that I could not give opinions till 1 was in tho House or 
that the king commanded me to deliver it. 

' I was told by one present when the Duke of Buckingham died, that ho 
fell into great disorder at tlie nows of dying, would not admit of a priest, 
my Lord Fairfax of Gilling, Troutback (who told me the story), and some 
other priests offering one to him. He received after tho CImrch of lilng^land; 
hut my author said my Lord Arrau told him that ho had it from the King 
that the Duke had communicated with him after tho Eoman before he left 
London.’ 
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captain. He spoke this as a jest, because I was little, 
but my soldiers all very tall. 

May 16. Being Whitsun Monday and Kotherhani 
fair day, I went in the afternoon to the sign of the Swan, 
to receive my rent of one penny—a rent reserved upon 
the sale by my predecessors of that house some 400 years 
since, with the best room and stable to the use of the heir 
of the family upon Eotherham fair day. 

My wife was godmother in one week to two children, 
one the son of my uncle Yarburgh, of Campsall, the other 
son to Sir Gervase Cutler, of Stainborough, and his onc- 
and-twentieth child. 

Addresses were daily presented to tlie King from all 
manner of dissenters for his late indulgence for liberty of 
conscience, and in some places from the Clmrdi of England 
pai'ty upon that clause where he declared that he would, 
however, defend that Church in its rights and posses¬ 
sions, &c. 

June 24. After several rumours that the ])apists had 
been very pressing with the King for the manor of York 
to make it a seminary or school for the instructing of 
youth in that religion, I was informed it was granted 
accordingly for thmty years to come to one Mr. Lawson, 
a priest. I wrote upon it to my Lord Bellasis, ])rinci])al 
commissioner of the Treasury, setting forth that I had it 
granted by my commission of governor of York from 
the late King, and confirmed by this ; that it was of 60/. 
per annum advantage to me, that it had cost me near two 
hundred pounds in repairs since my abode there, and I 
had had no allowance for it from the King, and therefore 
desired that it might either be continued to me, or that 
•his Majesty would grant me such a com])ensation for the 
want of it and the repairs as in his Majesty’s justice and 
wisdom I might be thought to deserve. 

July 7.- Came the proclamation to hand whereby the 
King dissolved the Parliament, which startled many. 
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July 8. The Pope’s nuncio being to umke liis public 
Giitry at Windsor witli great solemnity, and the Duke of 
Somerset, one of the lords of the bed-chamber, being in 
waiting, refused to attend in tlia(. ceremony; for which 
he was forbid coining to Court and lost all his places. 
Five of the six gentlemen of the privy chamber in 
wailing wean put out of their einploymenls for the same 
cause. 

Jahj 9. My Lord Fevinsham came to my house with my 
Lord Preston (the King’s late ambassador in France) with 
a great relimu', and (the next day being Sunday) we went 
to dine at Welbeck on Monday. My Lord Feversham 
was of the fanuly of the Duke d(! Bouillon, lately 
sovereign jiriuce of Seda.n and nephew to the Marischal 
(le Turenne, the great, general in France, a line gentleman 
of his ])crson, and a good soldier. It was he that eoin- 
inandedin cbli'f at llu^ diLeat of the Duke of Monmouth. 
The Duke of Kewcuslle reciavcsl us vc'.ry kindly, and told 
my Lord Fevi'rsham how hir I had engaged Jiim as to his 
consent to marry bis daughUu' (o his lordshi]); but the 
obstacle still re.inained on his side, that his wife must re¬ 
quest his conscait in writing before he would give it 
(which seems a strange fanc.y, hut (hey lining hut half 
reconciled, there were some reasons for il). Thei’c was 
anotherhiadranc.e on our side. My 1 aird Feversham thought 
the IT),*'00/. too little except the duk(‘ would settle some 
part of his laud in reversion upon him, his daughter and 
their hears. The duke was not (o be liroiight to this, 
saying if they had issut', he might exjieet that of course; 
or without it, if be did not live to liave sous of his own ; 
hut he would reserve that in his own p()\ver. Ffy Lord 
Feversham desired the duke tliat l miglitgoand iiiterecde 
for him to the duehess to gi\'c! her coiiseiii in tlui Ibrm he 
desired, which he allowed of, and I. wiail. I foimd her 
grace and my Lady Margurc't well enough content with 
the man, and not averse to c.oau' up lo wliat was desired, 
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if the cliilce would make any settlement of his estate after 
his death to descend to them. I asked her if she believed 
it was practicable to persuade the duke to it. She said 
she feared not, then said, it comes to this short question, 
whether such an opportunity ought to be lost as of this 
marriage for a thing that was impossible to be obtained at 
present; when it is very likely to happen hereafter. 
When I found they began to incline to the thing I told 
-them I conceived it best not to declare themselves at the 
present; that the Earl of Eeversham desired the settle¬ 
ment as well as they, and since the duke was averse to 
make it, he thought first to retimn to the King, to try if 
he could persuade him to give him something (for the late 
King had given him 20,OOOZ. when he married liis first 
wife, who was Sir George Sands’s daughter), and to make 
that the foundation for the Duke of Newcastle to make some 
addition to it. In the meantime he desired his grace and 
my Lady Margaret to take him into their good opinions, 
and so I returned, and told the duke the duchess would 
not consent in that manner. He said it was because she 
expected to make him settle his estate in present, but she 
should be deceived ; but turning to my Lord Eeversham 
bid hun not despair, but she would do it at last, for he 
knew their minds, that the women approved of him very 
well.^ Thus we took our leaves, and returned to Tbry- 

^ Several of Sir John’s letters to Halifax, now in the possession of Earl 
Spencer, refer to these singular matrimonial negotiations. They are well 
worth quoting as a contribution to the social history of the period, lleresby 
writes from Thrybergh on June ! 2 G, 1687 : ‘ No man is more desirous than 
myself to perform the service last recommended to me from your lordship 
and the lord concerned, and no man shall more truly use the little interest 
he hath for that end. But the man and woman I have to deal with in this 
matter oi’e so uncertain that it is very discouraging to go about it. My wife 
was lately to visit the lady thirty miles off, and found her nothing dis¬ 
couraged by the late difference as to the disposal of her daughters. The 
thing in question came in discourse amongst others by accident, and the 
mother said she thought this proposal when made the most suitable ns to 
the person, hut as to the fortune, it was like marrying a daughter to a 
parson 3 and her daughters were not yet so desperate to he disposed of so. 
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bergli, wlierc the lords stayed with me the next day. 
The duke scut liis coin])liineiits in the nioniiiig to desire 
their lordships to make use ot his castle at Nottingliani in 
their rctimi to Loudon, where', they went on Wednesday, 
and were greatly entertained at the duke's charge. The 
thing was leit as my Lord Loversham desired, either to 
take it up again it lui pleased (if no bettc'.r terms were to 
be had) or to k'a.\'e it otb .lie was very well satisfied 
with my ])ro(;eeding, and with his entertainment at my 
house. lie gave, ten guineas to my servants a.t Iris going 
away. ’ My Lord IT-eslon (who was niast;er of the robes 
to the King) six, and Oolontd Oglethorpe gave five. 

I went to the assizes at York. Of the two judges who 
came down, this circuit oiumvas a Payhst, Alabon (the first 
that ever sat as judge of that persuasion), lie was strict 
and rigid in his opinion, but, indifTerent equal in giving 
his judgment, and in the trials that e.ainc before him for 
he sat of the nid prius. An address was endeavoured by 
the shcrifi'from the gent,lemen of the county to be ]n'e- 
sented to the King to thank lilni for some words which 
he used in his late prochinialiou j‘orlib(;rty of conscience, 
whereby he still promised to maintain and ju'olec.t (he 
Church of Lngland. Ihis, indeed, had bc'.eii doiu; by 
several dissentesrs, but by very fc'W of the Ohurcli of 
England, tlu'y conceiving the very indulgence a contra¬ 
diction to that Hccui’ity. I'Ih; iippearauce of gentlemen 
at the assizes being little, and those not incliiie.d to comply 
with the High ^Slieriff, he altempUh to get an address to 
the same ell'e.ct from the', grand jurit'.s, but they being 
composed of some Liipi.sts and sonu; Lroteslants, who 
had diDTerent matters to thank (he King for, could not 

Sho End recoivcfl this clay hisfurn a iiics.'infi'o from Wolhisck In know why sho 
did not return home; kut told lusv vi«<itor ahu would not go till ho wroto 
to her and assuresd htsr that ■way that tliisro nhould bis no riivllnsr ocisnaiou 
given of dispute betwomi tluuu eonoisnuiig the disposal of their chiklnsn. 
Since that 1 hear she has roturuod; and, if upon those torms, tlusro is little 
hope of success,’ 
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agree in franiiiig an address, and. one that was offered to 
ihcm by the high sheriff was stolen away and never seen 
after. TJiis disappointment and aversion pnt the judge 
in some iieats, which were also increased by but one 
Protestant justice of tlie peacie attending the sheriff when 
lie came to meet the judges, so tlmt lie told me (I mean 
Judge Alabon) that he would complain to the King, for 
that this looked more like a disrespect to him than to 
them. My late coming to the assizes kept me out of this 
business, so that I was not blamed on either side. 

WJhlst I was at York I had a letter of thanks from my 
Jjord Peversham, emd in it this account, that he had 
spoken to the King about the manor of York; but found 
that he had promised it to Pathcr Lawson, to the uses 
before mentioned ; that his Majesty stiid that he did not 
know tliat I lived in it, and if I had been at any charge 
in repai.rs, &c., I should be considered for it. Ilis lord- 
si lip further added in that letter, to use his own words, 
tliat the King said that if I were not so good a man as I 
was, he liad not kept a governor there so long as he had 
done, and that ho s])oke of me with all the expressions of 
kindness and esteem I coidd desire. Several citizens 
iiKfuired if I intended to stand for the next Parliament 
wlum one sliould be called. I said first I heard of none 
to be summoned as jmt. W.hen it was I sliould declare 
wliat I was to do. 

Aiujuf^t 8. I had something further to say to the 
Duke of Ne^vcastle in the inatter of my Lord Peversham’s 
marriage with his daughter, the Lady Margaret. And not 
willing to go on ])urpose, I took the occasion of an offer 
his grace had.made me to hunt in his park at Clipston, so 
called at Wclbeck in passing (where I left luy daughter 
Prances with my Lady Mmgaret to facilitate the thing 
there), and went on that night to Clipston to meet four or 
five gentlemen out of Yorkshire, to partake of that diver¬ 
sion. My lord duke pressed me to stay with him at 
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AVelbeck, uiitl to limit at Clipston, the accommodation 
there not being very good, but I excused the giving his 
grace that trouble by reason of the com])any I was to 
meet, and so went to lie at lluflord, Avhere there was a 
good inn. I setlleil the matter of my Lord Peversham 
so well in some miiuitc'S with the duke and duchess that 
I removed some mistakes between themu])onthe last con¬ 
versation they Inul togi'tlier at Welbec-k, and got his grace 
to confirm the portion and his (‘onsent for tiie marrkme, 
provided Ihc duc.hesH would observe the form of desiring 
the duko to consmit in writing, Audi prevailed witliher 
(by force of some rcuisons whuth I gave ]ie.r)to do it. But 
at the same lime doHired her not to declare she was con¬ 
tent so to do ; lhat tin; difiieultii's of it in liis grace’s 
o])inion. might make', him the more- earnest. 

0. 1 killed only a brace of bucks at Clijistoii. 

I ran them down in three hours. We were about thhty 
horse in the park, and al'U'rwards I entertained most of 
the comjauiy at diiim'r, and that eviaiing returned to 
Thryborgh. 

AugiLKt 11. I had the nmvs llial the Duchess of 
Modena, motlu'r (o (lu'. (iuceii, hi'iiig dead, tlu'. Court was 
gone into mourning for six mouths, that hvr Majesty 
would go to llu^ Hat-h for Inr lieullh, that the King would 
go a progress, during her stay Ihei’e, of Gloucester, Wor¬ 
cester, Ludlow, ir^hrt'wshury, Clu'sier, Liidifield, Coventry, 
Banbury, Oxford, and so (o the Hath to bring home the 
Oueen; and lhat lu‘ had giviai onha-s for my company, 
though regimented, to return to tluar whiter (piarters in 
York. 

Augitd 2S. Bir d’heophilus Oglethorpe i*ame to 
Tlirybergh in his rotuni from Heol laud. The next day 
we went to see tlu?. Manpiis of Wiuelu'ster at liiifiard, he 
having borrowed that house in Jiis Journey to London, 
where he rested ten days. This lord laid a vast estate, 
and his extravaga-nce was as great in his way of 
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living as his plenty. He travelled this time with four 
coaches and a hundred horse in his retinue. His custom 
was to dine at six or seven at night, and his meal lasted 
till seven or eight in the morning. Sometimes he drank ; 
sometimes he heard his music; sometimes discoursed; 
sometimes took tobacco, and sometimes ate ; whilst tlie 
company did what they pleased. They might do tlie 
same, or rise, go or come, sit down or sleep. The meat 
and bottles continued all the night before them. In the 
morning he would hunt or Jiawk, if the weather was 
seasonable; if not he would dance, go to bod about 
eleven, and sleep till the evening. The man all this time 
was not mad, but had good sense, and most tliought he 
counterfeited this that he might be free and unconcerned 
from affairs of that age, not caring to be under censure 
that his estate might be safe, which lie studied and 
managed exactly in all this seeming disorder. I went 
from Eufford to Welbeck about the concern in hand, with 
good success. ^ 

September 3. I returned to Thi'ybergh. 

^ Revesby’a letter from York, August 31, 1687, to Lord Halifax, in llie 
Spencer collection, tkus alludes to the same matter : ‘ I went witli Oolonol 

Oglethorpe on Saturday last to see the sight of the Marquis of Winchester 
at RufFord; hut saw only the marks of his having been there (for ho was 
gone the day before), and he had dirtied the house more in that short time 
he stayed than your lordship’s family would do in a 3 ’ear. I confess, my 
lord, I thought it impossible to add to the disorder of it much, and therefore 
(as well as to obey your command) the colonel and I lay there that night. 
We dined the next day at Welbeck. The duke had been drinking the’ night 
before with one Irail Fielding, then with him, and was both out of order 
and humour,’ &c. Of the Marquis of Winchester, Bishop liurnet writes ; 
‘ This year (1G99) died the Marquis of Winchester, whom the King created 
Duke of Bolton. He was a man of a strange mixture. He had the spleen to 
an high degree, and affected an extravagant behaviour ; for many weeks he 
would not open his mouth till such an hour of the day when he thought the 
air was pure. He changed the day into night, and often hunted by torch¬ 
light, and took all sorts of liberties to himself, many of which ware very 
disagreeable to those about him. He was a man of profuse expense, and of 
a most ravenous avarice to support that; and though he was much hated, 
yet he carried matters before him with such authority and success that he 
was in all respects the riddle of the age.’ 
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September 12. The little bell which I gave the parish, 
being the first of was put up and tuned. It cost 
me 18/. 

The president of Magdalen College in Oxford being 
dead, the King sent a mandamun to them to choose the 
Bishop of Oxford to succeed him; but their answer was, 
locus pleiius est The King, in his progress, coming to 
Oxford, and the masters and fellows of that college wait¬ 
ing upon him, he told them that the Ciiurch of England 
men did not use him well, that they had behaved neither 
like gentlemen nor good subjecls, and bid them go 
presently back to their election and cliooso the said 
bishop, or they sliould feel how heavy a hand the King 
had. They went, but returned his Majesty this answer— 
that they were sorry to fall under his dis]Measure, but 
they could not make a new c.hoicu without, committing 
wilful perjury, and therefore^ desired to be excused. It 
was generally obscu'ved in tlii.s progress, that tlie King 
courted tlie Dissenters and discouraged those of the 
Church of England ; for tlu; Papists not being numerous 
enough by much to contest with the Ohure.h of England, 
he thought to make that i)arty the strongc'x by gaining to 
it the Dissenters whom lie baited with liberty of con¬ 
science, and with telling them that the desire he had that 
the test and penal laws Bhoidd be taken away was for their 
ease and security, as well as tlie l^ipists. 

However this looked very strange that those people 
that so lately were the most busy in all Parliaments to 
take away his right to the crown, nay, his lite, too (for it 
was attempted in one Parliament to impeacJi him of high 
treason, u])on the statute of rec.ouciliiig himself to the 
Church of liome), sliould now tind prefei’eiuie to those of 
a Church that had preserved him against them, not only 
in Parliament, but in the field ; but all things vale to 
the true zeal of the Homan Church, and nothing is longer 
esteemed or remembered tluiu it is pro bono ecclesice. 
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September 28. The King now ])ut out several alder¬ 
men that had ever been reputed faithful and loyal men to 
the Crown, and had stuck by his interest in the worst of 
times in the City of London. They ■were Church of Eng¬ 
land men that were disidaccd and tliose Nonconformists 
that were put in tlieir phices. l)r. Hough, president of 
Magdalen College in Oxford, was put out by certain Visitors 
appointed by the King for that pur])osc, for being elected, 
though according to the statutes of tlic college, yet con¬ 
trary to the King’s mandamus^ which had recommended 
the Bishop of Oxford to tliat office. Tlic doctor refused to 
quit till he was forced out of tlic college, and a])pealed 
from the Visitors to the King in V^estniin.ster Hall. 

October 6. My Lord Eeversham’s ])age came down 
post to bring a letter from his lordship, another from my 
Lord Halifax, both to intimate to me that the King had 
promised to do something for my Lord Eeversham, if he 
proceeded in the match proposed at Welbeck; but tlie 
quantum was not named by his Majesty. His lordshij) 
therefore designed to proceed, provided he might be ac¬ 
cepted, by settling his estate at Holinby only in jointure to 
the lady, and reserve the 15,OOOZ. ])ortion to buy land 
with, but not to be part of the jointure. The 7th I went 
to Welbeck to assure tlie duke and duchess that this delay 
in writing by my Lord Eeversham was from no disrespect, 
but by reason of his waiting the King’s answer, which 
was at last as aforesaid. But when I told the duchess 
the other part (for the duke left all the terms of treaty to 
his wife) she would not hear of it, and positively insisted 
that the portion should buy land to be added to the join¬ 
ture. That night I made a little debauch with the duke; 
the next day I returned and wrote letters of answer, whicli 
the page carried back, in wliicli I told my lord plainly 
it did look more like interest than love to barter in a case 
of that nature, and used what reasons I could- not to stand 
upon that if he liked all the rest. 



^lli JOHN llKinCSBY. 

October 1(5. I luul lui answer of nniio from the Earl 
of Feversham, wherein he declared the 15,000/. should 
be laid out iu land nncl added to Holiuhy for a jointure to 
my Lady Margaret. Tlie next day I went to Welbeck 
and acquainted the cludiess therewith, wlio was satisfied 
with it, and innuediately wrote to my lord duke that slie 
thought my Lord Feversham a iit matdi for her daughter, 
and therefoi’e desired jiis grace to concur with her in it,, 
and to give his consent. 1 carried this paper to him, who 
when he saw it Hew into a passion, siiying he never 
thought liis wife sucli a fool as to do it; thaUhis was to 
beggar his daughter ; that she was lost for ever. Aud 
yet he would subscribe his consent, because he liad pro¬ 
mised it, but he would not give her in marriage, nor any 
more of his estati', and that lie would leave the house 
when my lord came to many his daughter. I was miuh 
amazed at this transport; I knew lie cared not for the 
match, having a desire to marry her rather to tlic Duke 
of Berwidc, and being of an unsteady, fidde humour. 
But when the thing e.a,me to him in the very manner tliat 
he had prescribed hinisdf I could never believe that he 
would give liis consent with his liand, and deny it witii 
his tongue. I used all the arguments I could to reconcile 
him to himself, and to the match, but to no purpose. At 
the last I was soiucdhing rough, aud took my leave iii 
some discontent and returned to Thrybcrgh that niglit. 
The next day I wrol.e him a letter wherein was this ex¬ 
pression—that his carriage was certainly not prudent the 
day before, aud bade him e.oiisider wiio tiiis lord was, 
one of the first men of England for cpudity, alliance, ])re- 
fcrmcnts, virtue, A:c,., one recommended to liim by the 
Kiiig with this expression, that what the duke did to him 
he should consider done to himself. That he liad ])r()- 
mised to give his eoiiseut if tlie tluchess de^sired it under 
her hand without any such reserve; he liad written the 
King word to the same efiect tind promised it to my Lord 
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Feversham when he was in the country; that some ill 
construction would be made of this proceeding, that it 
must look very strange to receive and make much of my 
lord when he came to ask his daughter in mariiage, and 
to put either himself or my lord out of doors when he 
came to marry her, and by his consent under his own 
hand, that he should use his hand to subscribe his con¬ 
sent, and deny to give it her in pursuance of it. How 
would this sound to the wise part of the world, that he 
should thus interfere with himself, either he was indiscreet 
to promise it, or not wise to deny to perform it. To be 
firm and what we appear is the best character of a great 
man, and the best security to his friends and dependents. 
But if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who can 
prepare themselves for the battle ? In short, for this and 
many other reasons I desired him only to withdraw those 
hasty expressions of not giving his daughter in the cere¬ 
mony (when he had given her in act), and of going from 
Welbeck if my Lord Feversham came. He returned me 
thanks for my letter, received it patiently, but was not to 
be moved. The duchess wrote me word that after I was 
come from Welbeck, the Duke came to her and her 
daughter and used them very roughly in discourse, told 
her she was led by her daughter, and women must now 
be glad of husbands at any rate, &c., which so galled the 
young lady that she* declared since her father was so 
averse to this marriage, she would .live single till both 
father and mother agreed on a husband for her. ^ 

October 20. I gave my Lord Feversham an account 

' A letter from Tlirybergli, October 19, 1G87, in the Spencer collection, 
runs thus ; ^ I am sorr)' to hear of the afflictions of your famil}-^, and pray God 
to restore you to satisfaction in your own, which you have so cheerfully pro¬ 
cured to others. The duke hatli behaved himself after so brutal a manner 
in the last issue of that matter that I know not how to retail it to your 
lordship without too much trouble to your lordship and without some to 
myself. I have drawn his true portraiture this post to my Lord Fever¬ 
sham, where you may see enough of him, and no sign-painter can venture 
to draw such a -figure often over.’ 
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of all this proceeding, and told him if he thought it worth 
soliciting any more tliere was no way to gain my lord 
duke but to get the King to continue his titles (in case he 
died without sons ot his own) to niy Lord Leversham and 
his heirs by the Lady Margaret, and to change his name 
for Cavendish ; for he had, I found, a desire to preserve 
the names and titles of his family. But how far this might 
operate after such a ferment was very hard to tell. 

October 22. I had letters from the Duchess of Kew- 
castle, wherein she complained of the continuance of my 
lord duke’s severities to herself and daughters, that she 
asked leave to go to London, that he had granted it for 
herself (for u})on some warm discourse that passed between 
he bade her begone out of doors), but that she would not 
leave her daughters behind her. Slie gave me an account 
of several other unhappy circ.umstances of that family, 
and owned very particularly the obligation she had to 
me. I had one from the lord of Leversham in answer 
to mine to this purpose, that, (he surprise was as greiit to 
him as to me of my lord duke’s proceialiiig, that ho was 
over suspicious that he was not heartily for the match, 
but that which I had written to him wJis bc;yond imagina¬ 
tion and so extraordinary it. was the best for him to say 
nothing, but to thank nui for all my trouble. The truth 
is he gave me morcj ex])r(!Hsions of kindness than it is fit 
for me to own fortius al)ortive work. lie said that the 
duke for the future should be very quiet for him ; but he 
was extremedy coucerncal for the duchess and iriy Lady 
Margaret, but he hoped they woidd have more ])eace 
when he desisted. He sent also a letter omdosed to me 
for the duchess, wherein he adoiowlcdged the obligations 
ho had to her grace, (fee.. 

I had a letter from the Marquis of ILdihix by the same 
post upon the same subject of Welbeck (as he liad assisted 
to it underhand all along), one ex[)ression of it was this, 
that my behaviour had been so clear and free from the 
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possibiEty of liavhig any part of this ill success imputed 
to me, that it had increased the esteem of those for me 
on whose behalf I was willing to undertake the trouble¬ 
some negotiation. 

October 23. I sent niy Lord Feversham’s letter to 
Nottingham to the duchess, to whicli place, with much 
ado, the duke had released her with both her daughters 
from Welbeck, in order to their going to London. The 
duchess wrote back to me thus—that slie did acknowledge 
the great civilities and compassion of my Lord Peversham, 
but she would give him no trouble of a letter of thanks, 
being to be in London the next week, but desired me to 
perform it for her. That by an unexpected Providence 
the duke had given her leave to go, and to take her two 
daughters with her, but the particulars of it were too long 
to write. Till she saw me in town she would therefore 
defer that history. Slie ended her letter with this assur¬ 
ance, that as long as she lived she would esteem me one 
of those whom she was most obliged to, and that she 
would ever be with respect, &c. 

November 2. The corporation of Doncaster sent over 
their solicitor witli a letter from their mayor, declaring 
that they had consented to an address to his Majesty, and 
desired me to recommend the bearer of it to some person 
of interest above to jmesent it to the King. I returned 
Mr. Mayor and the corporation thanks for their applica¬ 
tion to mo rather than to others of greater quality and 
interest than I was, and recommended them to the Earl of 
Eeversham. I wrote his lordship word the same day tliat 
the Duchess of Newcastle and his mistress, the Lady 
Margaret, were upon their journey to London (and that, 
when the mountain would not come to Mahomet, 
Mahomet went to the mountain). 

November 5. I came to York with my family; I 
stayed there till December the 2ncl, in which time several 
things happened. One was that I had a letter from one 
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Lawson, a priest, wlierein he gave me notice that the 
King, ]iaving given iiini his house, the Manor of St. Mary’s, 
in York, for the honour of God and the good of his 
people, lie hoped tluit the same civility woidd be practised 
towards him which I used to others, in giving him a free 
and easy possession of it. I answered that it was part of 
my commission wdicreby I ^vas governor of the place, and 
he should not think that I woidd divest myself of it by my 
own authority. I GHteemcd the IGug’s bounty and was 
too proud of his servic.e to do that, but if his Majesty did 
command it, I liad nothing to say, but to obey. Only I 
hoped that his Majnsty, if he gave it away (and it was 
but just in him to endeavour it), would give me some 
equivalent for it. [Several letters passed between us; at, 
last I heard Irom the hlarl of he.versham that it was abso¬ 
lutely granted. Lawson ]>ut me in hopes tluit the King 
would consider.it lo me one way or oilier, and wrote word 
of severd kind tilings the Jving said of me. 

December 17. He came down to York, and claimed 
the ])OSsession, which it being lo no ])ur[K)se lo contest, I 
ordered my housekiu'jier to give lihn, but he left it again 
for the present till I could siuid order to remove my 
goods. Thec.lciar profits, besides the use of the house for 
myself and friends, grass and hay for my horses whilst I 
stayed in town, was about forty pounds [ler annum. After 
this I did not expect that the rest would continue-long 
after, for the King caused the lord-lieutenants of most, if 
not all, counties of Jhigland to call togxaher all their 
deputy-lieiiteiiauts and llie justices of the peace, and lo 
ask them these three (piestions : 

1. Incase the King should call a rarliaineiit and they 
should be chosen of it, would they give their votes to 
take away the Test and Lenal Laws P 

2. Would they give their votes for the choosing ol’ 
such members as they believed would be for the taking 
them away P 
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3. Would t]iey live peaceably with such as dissented 
from them in religion, as good Christians ought to do ? 

Several lord-lieutenants who refused to execute this 
order were turned out, and Papists put in their places, and 
the deputy-lieutenants and justices of the peace that did 
not give a satisfactory answer were generally displaced. 
This was indeed putting the thing too far, and the wonder¬ 
ing of all men to what purpose it was done. Por what 
answer could a man give that was to be a member of 
Parliament, till he heard the reasons and debates of the 
liouse ? And who could tell the temper or intention of 
him that was voted for, till he came into the House ? If 
men had a mind to deceive the King, how easy, nay, how 
likely was it for them to pretend to be of one judgment 
now and of another when they were of the House. Be¬ 
sides, it struck at the very foundtition of Parliaments to 
pre-engage men, before they came tliere where they were 
to bo allowed the freedom both of their speech and judg¬ 
ments. The most general answer that was given by 
Protestants of the Church of England was this, that they 
would give their votes so, if of the House, fis the reasons 
of the debate directed them ; that they woidd vote for 
such as they thouglit would do so; and that they would 
live quietly with all men as good Christians and loyal 
subjects. There were about this time great removes of 
officers, civil and military, and most corporations were 
purged of their Church of England aldermen, and Papists 
or Dissenters put in their places. 

Whilst I stayed at York I had all the civility which 
I could desire from that city. They gave me several 
entertainments; I dined twice at the Lord Mayor’s, once 
at the sheriff’s at his feast, which was very extraordinary, 
besides several private iiivitations. I had word sent from 
the citizens of all quarters of the town that if I would 
stand they would choose me one of their citizens in 
Parliament, whenever it should please the King to call 
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one. I tlianked them, but gave no answer whetlier I 
would stand or not. 

The King, however, began to abate his being so press¬ 
ing for the tcdcing away of the test and penal laws, but 
yet the lord-lieutenants continued to ask the opinions of 
justices of the peace and deputy-lieutenants in most 
counties, but with little success. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The Earls of Oxford and Burlington displaced—Biaturhanco at York— 
Address from Justices at Pontefract—A Catholic’s Opinion of xVffairs— 
Examination and Committal of tho Seven Bishops—Scenes at West¬ 
minster and the Tower—The Trial—Public Rejoicings n,t tlio Result— 
James visits the Fleet—Public Apprehensions—Promise of a Parliament 
—Reresby’a seat for York threatened—Ilis Conversation with the King 
thereon—Devices for his Support—Army Discontent—Proceedings at 
York—Threatened Landing of the Dutch—Suspected Designs of the 
Yorkshire Gentry on William’s behalf—Tho Catholic Lord-Inentonauta 
superseded by the Duke of Noweastlo—Lord Danby—A List of Deputy- 
Lieutenants of tbo throe Ridings—Public IndiHerenco ahont tho Invasion 
—Declaration of the Prince of Orniige—Tho young Prince of AVtdes— 
Militia Service at York—Landing of William—Sir Henry Goodricke and 
the Duke—York surprised and its Qovenu)r taken I’risouor—Danby’s 
Share in the Matter—Treacherous Attempt of Lord Churchill—The 
King’s Friends desert him—Proclamation for a free Parliament—Hull 
surprised—The Queen and Princoj followed by James, withdraw pri¬ 
vately—William invited to London—The Catholics ntlacked by the 
Rabble—Jeffreys caught in Disguise at Wapping—James’s passage inter¬ 
cepted—The new Members for York—William’s Reception at St. 
James’s—A Convention Parliament—The Prince’s Reply to the Com¬ 
mons’ Address. 


1088 . 

January. My loi’d of Oxford, fir«t carl of tlie reahn, but 
low in his fortune, being eominanded by tlie .King to 
use liis influence in his lieutenancy for the taking oIF the 
penal laws and the test, told the King plainly he could not 
persuade that to others which lie was averse to in his own 
conscience, for which the Kiug took from him his regi¬ 
ment of horse, and gave it to the Duke of Berwick. 

At that time died Sir Thomas Slingsby, who had a 
troop in that regiment, which he bought for 2,000/., 
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which the King denied to his son, though cornet in it, but 
gave that also to the Duke of Berwick. 

About the same time the Earl of Burlington gave up 
his conunission of Lord-Lieutenant of the West Ekling 
into Iris Majesty’s hands, who gave it to luy Lord Thomas 
Howard, only brother to the l)uk(3 of Norfolk, a zealous 
pat)ist,wliichmethod of phuang suecessorsof that])ersuasion 
the King had tbllowed in most lieutenancies in England 
as tliey bcicame varant. 

March 1. I bad notice by the Dejnity-Eecorder of 
York by an express that the lieutenant-colomd ctominand- 
hig in my abseiuas had dealt very severely and illegally 
with the citizens, and that the occasion of it ^vas a little 
tumult raised on Shrove 'i’uesday in this manner. That 
day being one t)f griait liberty for boys and apj)rentiees 
to ])lay and throw at cocks, some of them ])laying near a 
house in the Minster Yard, dist.iirbed the coni])any in it. 
Tlie master comes oul, strik(\s one of llui boys, a,nd knocks 
down another, ddiey, getting sonu3 of their companions 
together, throw stones at. tlu'. man, and ivccideiitally break 
the window of a popish c.hapel that was in his house, lie 
being a Eoman (lalholie makes his riiligion tlu', cause', of 
the quarrel, sends to tht', lieul.tmant-c-olonel for two tiles of 
musketeers, who presently scaids them, being of his own 
■persuasion, and vc'ry ready to espouse the dispute ii])on 
that foot. At the coming of llu! soldiers tluj boys dis- 
])Grse, some of them an; taken, and some citizens—being 
by as H[)ectators but not conct'rncd in tlui mattiir—to the 
number of iU'teen. Tluj soldiers c'arry them to th(3 juain- 
giund, tie them neede- and heels and make them ride the 
wooden liorsci, not c.arrying them at all to the Loi'd Mayor 
(which ought to have been done, being citizens) to be 
])unished a(3eording to law. And a.n tjnsign, one Card, 
struck a citizen in the ])resenc(i of my Lord Mayor. Tlie 
lieutenant-c.uloners aec.ount was little ditlerent as to tlu3 
fact, but altered as to the occasion, for he said that some 
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priests had informed him the night before that they heard 
the rabble intended to pull down that house and the 
chapel, which made him act more severely ; but I truly be¬ 
lieve the uproar was merely accidental. I gave the King a 
particular account of the thing as it appeared most likely 
from the recorder. The lieutenant-colonel gave another 
himself, but at the same time I excused the soldiers in 
this, that if they did transgress something hi the method 
of punishing, the citizens deserved it a little for their 
former offences in this kind; for they rose in the same 
place and on the same day in my Lord Frescheville’s time, 
and had near killed Doctor Lake (since Bishop of Peter¬ 
borough) because he checked them for making a noise in 
the time of Divine service, and they endeavoured to pull 
down his house that stood in the Minster Yard. Another 
time they fell upon my company there at the funeral of 
my Lady Strafford, as I have before taken notice in the 
j)ro23er jilace. 

March 8. The King of France began to recover after 
a sickness not much lamented at home or abroad. 

A'pril 24. I went from York to Pontefract, where 
the general quarter sessions began that day for tlie West 
Eiding of Yorkshire. There were four-and-twenty justices 
of the peace of the principal gentry of the county together; 
the West Eiding not having yet been examined as to their 
disposition of taking away the test and the penal laws as 
the East and Korth Eidings had been before, where the 
prime of the gentry in both had been put out of com¬ 
mission of justice of peace and deputy-lieutenants for 
declaring themselves in the negative, and ordinary persons 
both as to quality and estates (most of them Dissenters) 
had been put in their room. The popish justices, in 
number six, and Sir John Boynton, the King’s serjeant, 
who aspired, I presume, to be made a judge, moved an 
address might be signed and presented to his Majesty of 
thanks for his late indulgence for liberty of conscience, 
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not only iroiii the justices there, but the two gi’cind juries. 
But neither uny of the juHtic;es, but those I luive aiamed, 
and one Mr. .Bull, uor uiiy of the grand juries, would 
join in signing the address. Ilowevc.'r the Bounin Catholics 
and those two gi'utleiueu sent it u]), subscribed by them¬ 
selves, as the act of the whole sessions. By such acts as 
these the King was much deceived as to the opinion of 
his subjects concerning the indulgence ; tliree or four men 
in divers places pretending to represent the thoughts of a 
whole corporation or county. 

May 7. Was the Botit Sessions for licences of ale¬ 
houses at llotherhani, whiTc Mr. Ilansby, a Eomaii 
Catholic justice, told nic that the King was now convinced 
that he had been ill advised in putting the question so 
far concerning men’s inclinalions to take away the test 
and the penal laws; that he did intend to put some 
justices out and to admit others, but not by that method, 
but by informing himself, from such as he knew to be 
true to his service, how they stood alfected as to liberty of 
conscience; and that bo had particular order from my 
Lord Thomas Howard, who luul it from the King, to advise 
first with me in that mat ter. I told him it was certainly 
of disadvantage to his Mnji'sty’s seinice the method lately 
taken, most of the principal gi'iitlemeu for estates and 
interest in their countic's being thereby llirust out of 
employment; but this would prove a work of as much 
difficulty as fallacy, no man being able to give an 
account of another man’s luuirt.; nay, it was very hard in 
that particular for a man to give one of his own. Kor 
either he was to bo a Barliauu’nt man, or be was not. If 
he was, no man could honestly say how he would vote, 
till he oamc iIkto ; atul if he was not, nobody could tell 
what he would be for, till the meeting of ilu! reju'c'senta- 
tives in Parliament, on whose ri'sult tliey were-to roly and 
to bo concluded. Istet but I belicwed most mem were ]iow 
convinced that liberty of eoiiseience was a thing of ad- 
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vantage to the nation, if it might be settled with due 
regard to the rights and privileges of the Church of 
England. . As to that he said the King declared openly 
that the Church of England should have any reasonable 
equivalent it could desire for its security, provided an Act 
of Parliament might pass for liberty of conscience. He 
told me we should meet and talk further o'f this matter. 
However, I then evaded as much as I could coming close 
to the thing, having no mind to declare myself too much 
or to characterise others. 

May 26. I got to London without accident and per¬ 
formed my joimney with better health (I thank God) than 
I could reasonably expect. I found things much in the 
]')osture there which I expected, the popish party extremely 
urging the King to press the taking off the test and the 
])enal laws, and the other party unwilling to comply with 
it. That which made it the more warm was a late thing 
lliat had happened, which was this. The King had re¬ 
newed his proclamation for liberty of conscience, with an 
order to the bishops to have it read in all the churches of 
their respective dioceses. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
and all the rest of the order, five only excepted, petitioned 
the King, and set forth thereby that they could not obey 
Ins Majesty therein; that no bishop or minister of the 
Church of England could give his consent for the decla¬ 
ration of liberty of conscience, and the reading of it by 
them or their order must imply a consent; that the like 
declaration had twice before been condemned in Pai'lia- 
ment in the late King’s time, and they might be account¬ 
able for it hereafter, for a thing adjudged contrary to law. 
Though the King could do no wrong, yet his agents or 
ministers w^ere accountable for whatever they did by his 
command that was not legal, and though he thought fit to 
declare liberty of conscience, the ministers of the Church 
of England ought to persuade men as much as they could 
to adhere to their Church; but this publication of it in 
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lli.it manner was to tell men tliat tliey needed not to come 
to church, except they pleased, and it was no less than 
declaring that lawful to others which was against their 
own consciences. By the same rule, if the King com¬ 
mand the bishops to read mass in their churches, they are 
obliged to obey. Tliesc and many other arguments were 
used by the bishops. The King, upon their refusal, gave 
a veiy nngry answer, and they were commanded to appear 
before him in Council on the 8th of June. 

June 1. T kissed the King’s hand, who received me 
very gi*aciously. Jdie next day I attended the Idng on 
horseback into Hyde Park to sec a regiment exercise, 
where he called to mo twice, and discoursed with me 
upon several subjects. My Lord Marepus of Halifax came 
to see me, wliom I found willing to consent to liberty 
of coiiBcicnce, but not to take a^vay the test and not all 
the penal laws togetlier, but gradually, and upon good 
considerations. 

June 8. Seven of the bishojis appeared before the 
King in Council, where they were commanded to enter 
into recognizances of 500/. a man, to answer to an, infor¬ 
mation against thian in tlie King’s Pencil the next term, 
for dLsobedionce to his Majesty’s order c-onccrniiig reading 
the declaration for liberty of cxmseienci!. This the bishops 
refused to do, saying tlu'.y (uiglit not to enter themselves 
into any security of that kind, till (he information or in¬ 
dictment was found, and tluit if tiny did otlicrways it 
would be not. only contrary to law, but a betraying the 
liberty of the peerage. Upon which the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and six more (being all that appeared) were 
committed to the Tower, /fbis was very dee])ly resented 
by those of the Church of England. I saw the bishops, 
being then at. Whitehall, come by me, going to take 
water for the Tower. They all looked very ebeerlul, and 
the Bishop of Chichester called to me, asking me how I 
did. The next day my Lord Huntingdon, one of the 
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privy council, told me tliat if tlie King had known how 
far the matter would have gone, he would not have en¬ 
joined the reading of the declaration in churches. 

June 10. Being Trinity Sunday, about four minutes 
before ten in the morning, was born the Prince of Wales, 
to the great joy of the Court. 

All the time that the bishops continued in the Tower, 
which was till the first day of the term, the numbers 
of those that came to the Tower were so great to ask 
the blessing of the bishops and to lament their confine¬ 
ment, that remarks were made both of the persons and 
carriage. 

June 15. Being the first day of term the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the rest of the clergy moving for their 
habeas corpus, twenty-one of the prime nobility (both for 
quality and estates) appeared at the King’s Bench to give 
bail for them, and they were set at liberty on bail. The 
hall and palace yards at Westminster were crowded with 
thousands of people begging their blessing as they passed; 
and the Archbishop of Canterbury gave it, advising them 
at the same time to be constant to their religion. 

Ten ISTonconformist ministers went to visit the bisho})s 
in the Tower, which the King took ill, and sent for four 
of them to reprimand them. They answered that they 
could not but adhere to them, as men constant to the 
Protestant faith, or to that effect. The soldiers that kept 
guard at the Tower drank very often the bishops’ good 
health, which being told to Sir Edward Hales, Lieutenant 
of the Tower, he sent word to the captain of the guard 
to do it no more. He returned answer that it was being 
done at that very time, and that they would drink it, and 
no other health, whilst the bishops stayed there. 

June 29. The information against the bishops was 
tried in the King’s Bench, for framing and publishing a 
seditious libel, meaning the paper which they presented 
to the King containing the reasons they could not order 



JBjngiand, used such arguments in their behalfs that the 
judges were divided, two of them declaring that the 
proofs did not extend to make it a libel, - and two that 
they did; which cost the first two their places after the 
term, and two new judges were put in their steads. In 
this great argument the King’s power to dispense with 
the laws was extremely'arraigned, and the King’s counsel 
so much outdone, that it was wished at court that the 
thing had never been begun, Westminster Hall and the 
Palace Yard, with the streets near them, were so full of 
people, and their huzzas and shouts for joy of their lord- 
ships’ delivery so great, that it looked hke a little rebel¬ 
lion in noise, though not in fact. Bonfires were made 
not only in the city, but in most towns of England, when 
the news of it came, though order was given to the 
magistrates in the city and elsewhere to prevent it. The 
parsons now began also to preach more loud and more 
open against popery than ever. 

Ju 7 ie 30. I waited on the King to Hounslow Heath, 
where the camp was then met. Everyone observed he 
was disturbed; but he spoke very loudly to me as I rode 
with him upon several occasions. 

July 9. The Queen appemed in public the first time 
after her delivery. I carried my wife and daughter to 
kiss her hand and to give her joy of the Prince of Wales. 
She was kind to Frances, and both the king and she took 
notice of her as handsome. 

July 10. I went to the camp with the King. I 
there acquainted him with a disorder which had hap¬ 
pened at York upon occasion of some bonfires made by 
the rabble upon the news of the bishops being found not 
guilty. It should seem the magistrates not suppressing 
them or extinguishing the fires. Captain Mpnroe, com- 
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mander-iii-cliief, caused tlie soldiers to put tliem out, and 
to break tlie windows of siicli citizens as lie conceived 
were concerned in tlic contributing to .tbeni, and in tliat 
zeal a great many innocent sullered witli tlie guilty, 
especially tlie Chancellor, Doctor Watkinson, who com¬ 
plained of his usage to me. I knew the matter was not 
very nice to meddle in; however, I represented it and 
obtained of his Majesty that the officer should ask his 
pardon; but this was all, so angry was the king with 
fires upon that occasion. 

July 12. I was at the general sessions held for the 
liberty of Westminster, and some days after at that for 
the county of Westminster, at Hicks Hall, where I found 
such a change of justices of the peace, and so many 
papists and fanatics put into commission, that I did not 
seek business, and mixed with them as little as I could. 
The justices at Hicks Hall caused several to be indicted 
for making bonfires and for contributing to them as 
rioters. The proof was very plain against them, but tlie 
grand jury would not find the bill, though the justices 
sent, them out three times. Such kindness men generally 
had for the bishops and the Protestant religion. My 
Lord Halifax advised me, as things now inclined at court, 
to consider if it were safe to continue my emjiloyineiits. 
I answered that I had great obligations to the King, and 
would serve him as well as I could, whilst he allowed it, 
without prejudicing my religion. 

July 13. My Lord^ Sunderland, long suspected to be 
a papist, declared himself openly in the King’s chapel of 
that religion with the usual ceremonies. 

July 17. I saw the finest fireworks made at the 
King’s charge on occasion of the Prince of Wales that 
ever were seen in England. 

The King went down to the mouth of the Thames to 
see the fleet, but the true cause was to appease the sea¬ 
men, who were ready to mutiny upon occasion of some 
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sea captains using mass openly aboard tlieir ships. The 
King flattered the seamen all he could, went from ship to 
ship and called them his children, said that he had no¬ 
thing to say as to their religion, that he granted liberty 
of conscience to all, but expected that they should be¬ 
have themselves like men of honour and coinage when 
there was* occasion for their service; but all the popish 
priests were ordered to be brought on shore. Admiral 
Herbert, an able seaman, whom the King had put out of 
great employments, because he would not promise to take 
off the test, went privately into Holland and was made 
rear-admiral there, ivhich made the King very angry, a 
great many seamen going after him. 

The King and Queen went the same day to stay at 
Windsor by the way of the camp, where I carried my 
wife and daughter to see the camp. ' The King, seeino- 
the coach, rode up to it, and, laying his hand upon it, 
spoke to the company in the coach a good while. 

August 1. I and my family went to Epsom to drink 
the waters. I met the Duke of Norfolk there, and he 
came to see me in London, where, discoursing of him, I 
found him firm to the Protestant religion, to the which 
he had been converted in the late King’s time, and not 
satisfied with the Comt. 

August 25. I earned my wife and daughter to 
Windsor to wait on the Queen. The Court was in some 
trouble and the King out of humour (though he was 
always of so even a temper that it was hard to discover 
it) at the news of the Dutch having set out a great fleet 
as designed against us, that the French and the Dutch 
were to fall out, and that we were pressed on both sides 
to declare speedily which to take. This, considering our 
afliiirs at home—viz. the jealousies about religion, vio¬ 
lent discontents about the army, and the ill time to call a 
Parliament to get money, did reasonably enough disturb 
our councils. The King the first tiling he did was to 
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declare that he would call a Parliament to meet the 
27th of November following, and gave several reasons 
for it in Council, relating to the good and satisfaction of 
the nation, more than the apprehension that he seemed 
to have for the Dutch. However, he commanded all 
officers whatsoever to repair to their commands, and 
drew the forces out of other garrisons and place'fe to man 
the seaports, and particularly that the force then at York 
should be drawn from thence to Hull, so that not so 
much as one company was to remain behind. So soon 
as I heard I represented the inconvenience of it to the 
King’s service as so great upon several accounts to his 
Majesty by my Lord Peversham, that the King ordered 
an express to be sent to York to countermand his first 
order. 

Augud 26. The King met me as he went to see the 
Prince of Wales, who was then nursed in a house by the 
park. As soon as he saw me he laughed and said, ‘ We 
had like to have made you no governor.’ ‘ Or, sir,’ said 
I, ‘ a governor without a garrison.’ 

August 28. I took my leave of the King, but with 
apprehensions that he would have put the questions to 
me which he had to others if I would consent or endea¬ 
vour to the taking off the test and penal laws in Parlia¬ 
ment; blithe said nothing of that to me, only enjoined 
me to stand the next Parliament at York, which I would 
have excused myself from, but could not; and wished me 
a good journey. At the same time I had news that the 
question had been put the week before to all our justices 
of the West Biding who had given their negative to it. 

September 1. I wrote several letters to the Lord 
Mayor of York, Mr. Bains, to the aldermen and several 
citizens declaring my intention to stand for citizen there 
in ■ the next Parliament and to desire their votes. The 
next post after I received for answer from his lordship 
that a court of aldermen had been called the day before 
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hs rscoivcd iwy Icttci, ciucl tlicit tliGy licid rGsolvcd., fis 
most of tlie twenty-four and commons had done, to 
choose two of the bench for their members, viz. Mr. 
Prickett, their doi)uty-re(‘.orcler, and Sir Stephen Thomp¬ 
son. The inayoi, as he had ever been my adversary, had 
done this purposely to x)revent my admission. I had 
encoimigement, however, from other citizens that I might 
succeed. Ihc trutli was, I was at some loss how to act 
in this matter. I was not very desirous to be of this 
Parliament, for several reasons. I was more infirm and 
less able to travel, and to attend the duty it required. I 
believed the King would expect that from me there 
which rriy conscience would not permit, and as I was 
resolved not to viohite the one, so I was unwilling to 
offend so good a master on the other side. 

September (h I went to Windsor and acquainted the 
King with my letters and their answers, desiring three 
things of him. One was, if, since the contest was like to 
be both chargeabh', and didicult, and the success doubtful, 
it were yet jus ])leasurc I should stand, to which he said 
])Ositivcly I should. kSecondly, that in (lase I miscairied, 
the o])i)Osition being so strong against me, he would not 
impute it to my fa-ult, wliicli he promised me he would 
not. Thirdly, that he would assist me in all he could 
not to be ballkid in tlu', contest, by such means as I 
should propose, with which lie complied, and gave orders 
to the lords for tlu; purging of corporations (as my lord 
Marquis of Powis niid Mr. Jh-tait told me), that whatever 
chauge or alteration I desired iu that city, it should be 
com [died with, and that they should put in or out 
amongst the nnigistrates as I pleased, which the King, it 
seems, had rc;st;rved power to do by the last charters. 
I was very careful to ac.t in this matter, considering if I 
put out none, it would show I had no power, and they 
would despise me; if too many, it might exasperate and 
make the city jealous tliat I was too deep in the Court 











402 


THE iMEMOIliS OF 


interest, which might prevent my success. I therefore 
only desired that the Lord Mayor might be laid aside and 
Sir Stephen Thompson be made mayor, which would 
prevent his being a member of Parliament; and that two, 
viz.. Ml'. Edward Thompson and Mr. Eamsden, who had 
been my principal friends in the former election of me 
for York, and were turned out afterwards partly on my 
account, might be put into their places. Taking my 
leave of the King, and giving him some' Eomaii medals, 
which he accepted kindly, he charged me again to do 
what I could to be chosen. 

I afterwards desired Mr. Brent, the agent iii matters 
of corporations, that, if they had power, I might, with 
some I could name, be added to the bench of justices in 
the city by a writ of assistance, which lie promised me 
should be done. 

At this time 'hfty Irishmen and papists had been sent 
for from Keland by the Duke of Berwick, to be put into 
his regiment, and every captain was to have some. But 
Lieutenant-Colonel Beaumont and live captains, being all 
that were upon the place, in quarters at Portsmouth, 
refused to take a man, saying their companies were 
complete, and that they were not to part witli good men 
and Englishmen to take worse men and foreigners, and 
desired they might either choose their own soldiers or 
give up then' commissions. The duke was angry, and 
sent an account of it to the King, who sent twenty horse 
to bring them up to Windsor in custody, where they 
were to be tried by a council of war. I spoke to them 
that day at Windsor, where they were just arrived, and 
they all were resolved to stand it out. They told me 
that the duke had not offered one man of them to iny 
company, which was kind. 

The Prince of Orange and the Dutch ambassador 
had lately given the King assurances that their prepara¬ 
tions were not against us; but the French King caused 
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tliG tioops to iiitiicli tlicit Wtiy, ciiicl the Dutcli nicirdiGcl 
towards the country of Liege to meet them. The Kino- 
of Eiighiiicl iiuide gieiit pi cpuirations for a, fleet against the 
spring. I was well assured by one that he had 2,500,000/. 
in his coHers. 

September 10. Tlie council of war sat upon Colonel 
Beaumont and the live captains, and they were all 
cashiered, but with unwillingness from the King for the 
conscqueiK'C. They had oilers of forgiveness if they 
would but have accepted the men, which they all denied. 
This si)read a great discontent and jealousy throughout 
the army, and most, of that regiment soon after quitted. 
The same day Sir Wulku' Vavrisour and Mr. Middleton, 
of Stockcld, caiine U]) to give an a(;couiit to the King of 
the miswers of the Yorkshire West Hiding gentlemen, and 
those of the corpoi*ations to the queries; in which the 
Lord Mayor and aldei-nien were so faulty that I found 
my greatest opposers there would be turned out witliout 
my help; and ho I left them to their accusation, only 
insisted upon thci eommiHsioii of assistaiu'c for justices of 
the peace, wherein I named two persons to be joined 
with mo. hlvery post brouglit new fears that I should 
not be chosen at York. Several alterations and restric¬ 
tions from popular elecjtions lo a mayor and twelve 
aldermen, whom the King aj)poiuled as he pleased, were 
now made by new charters for the better choosing of 
such rarliament mcm as lie liked. 

September 1(). My Lord Halifax, whom I took leave 
of, advised me not to b(i too earnest to be clioseii, or, at 
the least, not to take the (jourt assistance too innch, for 
many reasons then offered. 

September 20. I went for Yorkshire by way of Bury. 
I stayed there two days with my aunt Moiison, who gave 
gold to four of my cliildreu tlien with me. I arrived at 
home oil Michaelmas even. I there received news that 
my interest for being chosen a member of Parliament v/aa 
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much lessened for want of my presence tliere ; but what 
discomposed me was, that Lord Montgomery’s company, 
thou at York, was ordered to march for Hull, so that if I 
came not speedily his lordsliip should be forc.ud to give 
up the keys of the city to my Lord Mayor. I immediately 
went for York, whore I receivtid tlu^ keys, and the com¬ 
pany marched, I represented to the King tlu^ incon¬ 
venience of their wanting one (company of foot at the least 
in this garrison; and if it c,ould not be si)ared, desired 
orders what to do with the ke 3 's. As to tluj first liis 
Majesty answered, he had I'ecalled the company upon 
mature deliberation ; and as to the second, I might dispose 
of them as I pleased. 

I desired my Lord Mayor to call a hall—viz., tlie 
aldermen and the common counc/il and tlu! twtnity-four— 
that I might say something to them. A. hall was called 
on the first of October, but the Lord Mayor—a great 
enemy to my election—not having patunuu'. to stay till I 
came, dismissed the assembly almost us sc'on as it mot, 
He feared that what I had to say might makti loo many 
converts for my election. A day or two aflm* coiiuis down 
a proclamation, setting forth a ctu’tain iulcntion of the 
Prince of Orange to invade this nation, nssi.stc'd by the 
Statcs-gencral, with a great flec;t and a strong army, com¬ 
manding all lord-licutoinulls, depuly-licuUmants, and 
other his majesty’s officers, to beiu readiuc.Hs for the de¬ 
fence of the King and kingdom. At this time my Lord 
Thomas Howard was lord-licutenaut; of the Wc.st Hiding— 
a papist, who was gone ambassador to Home, and he had 
left but three dopiity-lieutenants beliind him, two of whom 
were Homan Catholics, and but two of thi'm in the 
country. There were at the same lime most, of t he gentry 
of Yorkshire in that city, (amie u]K)ii expec.lation to meet 
writs for the choice of Parliament men. 1 therefore 
pressed the high sheriff, one Mr. JUikeby, to give notice 
to some gentlemen, and I convened others to meet the 





as being a rrotestaiit, and at tlu3 same time subscribed, a 
representation of our condition to bis Majesty. I knew 
bow ungrateiiil tliis would be to Ibe King, and tlierorore 
gave liiiu private notic.o of the intention of it, to pre¬ 
pare him for it, and begged my own cixcusti for comply¬ 
ing ill it, assuring him that now it was also for his 
service. 

October 4. Comes a messiniger to purge the corpo¬ 
ration to put out. the former mayor and aldermen, and to 
put in others, almost all ])apisls ; but it was so lame by 
mistakes in tlu! c'xeeution of it, that it could not bo done. 
Tlic next day 1 ])revallcHl ividi tins Ijt)rd Mayor to call a 
hall, where I spoken to tlxi asscnubly half an hour; and 
so far convinced (hem of tlui base practices that had been 
used agaiust me, and of tlui iiijiisiicc; of tlumi, that they 
all seemed to bo for mo. At which tiim‘, I also gavci 
them the keys, but made them own it as a courtnsy, with 
condition that they should rcistorc them, wlieuevca* I 
desired tliem for his Miijcsly’s stTvict'. My Lord Fairfax 
of Gilliiig, a Koman Catholic, (he was the.u lord-lieutemiut 
of the North Hiding), told me, coming to York, that there 
was some cause to suspect my lord of Devonshire (umiiiig 
at this time into Yorkshire, and my lord of .Dauby ; the 
one came pi'ctcmding to see his eslaU', thc3 othca’ to drink 
the siiljhur watc'.r at Kiiare.sborough. Tlu'y both met at 
Sir Henry Qoodricke’s and other places, wheax? they (*,on- 
versed often, and the first came to York, wlu're I paid 
him civilities, and rectuved otluu's from him ; tlie othi.T I 
went to see at Sir 1 hairy’s, not bcllciving that men of that 
quality and estate could design uiiythiiig prejudiciid to the 
Government or dangerous to themselves ; and their car¬ 
riage appeared very innocent. 
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much lessened for want of my presence there ; but what 
discomposed me was, that Lord Montgomery’s company, 
then at York, was ordered to march for Hull, so that if I 
came not speedily his lordship should be forced to give 
up the keys of the city to my Lord Mayor. I immediately 
went for York, where I received the keys, and the com¬ 
pany marched. I represented to the King the incon¬ 
venience of their wanting one company of foot at the least 
in this garrison; and if it could not be spared, desired 
orders what to do with the keys. As to the first his 
Majesty answered, he had recalled the company upon 
mature dehberation ; and as to the second, I might dispose 
of them as I pleased. 

I desu’ed my Lord Mayor to call a hall—viz., the 
aldermen and the common council and the twenty-four— 
that I might say something to them. A hall was called 
on the first of October, but the Lord Mayor—a great 
enemy to my election—not having patience to stay till I 
came, dismissed the assembly almost as soon as it met. 
He feared that what I had to say miglit make too many 
converts for my election. A day or two after comes down 
a proclamation, setting forth a certain intention of the 
Prince of Orange to invade this nation, assisted by the 
States-general, with a great fleet and a strong army, com¬ 
manding aU lord-lieutenants, deputy-lieutenants, and 
other his majesty’s officers, to be in readiness for the de¬ 
fence of the King and kingdom. At this time my Lord 

Thomas Howard was lord-heutenant of the West Biding_ 

a papist, who was gone ambassador to Borne, and he had 
left but three deputy-lieutenants behind him, two of whom 
were Boman Cathohcs, and but two of them in the 
country. There were at the same time most of the gentry 
of Yorkshire in that city, come upon expectation to meet 
"writs for the choice of Parliament men. I therefore 
pressed the high sherffi, one Mr. Bokeby, to give notice 
to some gentlemen, and I convened others to meet the 
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next day; where Sir Henry Goodricke began a discourse, 
and I seconded, setting forth the reasons of our incapacity 
to serve the King with the inihtia, without another lord- 
lieutenant, under whom we might lawfully serve, meaning 
as being a Protestant, and at the same time subscribed a 
representation of our condition to his Majesty. I knew 
how ungrateful this would be to the King, and therefore 
gave him private notice of the intention of it, to pre¬ 
pare him for it, and begged my own excuse for comply¬ 
ing in it, assuring him that now it was also for Ms 
service. 

October 4. Comes a messenger to purge the corpo¬ 
ration to put out the former mayor and aldermen, and to 
put in others, almost all papists ; but it was so lame by 
mistakes in the execution of it, that it could not be done. 
The next day I prevailed Avich the Lord Mayor to call a 
hall, where I spoke to the assembly half an hour; and 
so far convinced them of the base practices that had been 
used against me, and of the injustice of them, that they 
all seemed to be for me. At which time I also gave 
them the keys, but made them own it as a courtesy, with 
condition that they should restore them, whenever I 
desired them for his Majesty’s service. My Lord Fairfax 
of Gilling, a Eoman Catholic (he was then lord-heutenant 
of the North Biding), told me, coming to York, that there 
was some cause to suspect my lord of Devonshire coming 
at this time into Yorkshire, and my lord of Danby ; the 
one came pretending to see his estate, the other to drink 
the sulphur water at Knaresborough. They both met at 
Sir Henry Goodricke’s and other places, where they con¬ 
versed often, and the first came to York, where I paid 
him civihties, and received others from him ; the other I 
went to see at Sir Henry’s, not believing that men of that 
quality and estate could design anything prejudicial to the 
Government or dangerous to themselves ; and their car¬ 
riage appeared very innocent. 
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October 6. I had letters by express from my Lord 
Preston, the new Secretary of State—my Lord Sunder¬ 
land being laid aside who Avas turned papist, and had done 
great harm since he was near the King—that the King had 
received our representation of the county very kindly, 
and complied with it in naming the Duke of Newcastle 
lord-heutenant of the whole county, who came to toAvn 
soon after, and calling together the gentry, appointed 
his deputy-lieutenants and militia of&cers, both horse 
and foot. 

The King began now to find his error, but too late, in 
carrying things so high upon popish councils and foun¬ 
dations. He now restored several justices of the peace in 
counties, and the old charters all over England. He 
restored the Bishop of London, Magdalen College, and 
began again to court the Church of England. 

October 10. The ncAvs of the Prince of Orange in¬ 
creased daily, as to his great fleet ready to sail. 

October 13. A company of foot of Colonel Corn¬ 
well’s regiment came from Scarborough to York by the 
King’s order. The Earl of Danby arrived to make a visit 
to the duke, who was not pleased at it, saying he came 
to govern him and to have the reputation of being his 
adviser and counsellor. The question was now whether 
Pom an Catholics should have commissions. The duke 
inclined to it, but it being debated, the deputy-heutenants 
convinced the duke against it. My lord of Danby made 
very merry Avith the did^e upon several steps of his pro¬ 
ceedings, but the particulars are not worth mentioning. 
The duke would not disoblige the papists by leaving them 
out of the commission till he Avrote to the King, who 
wrote order that they should not be put in till he 
directed it. 

I had orders from the King that some seven hundred 
Scotch horse and dragoons were on their march from 
Scotland, and on the 15th I received them into this 
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garrison. I was in great hopes they would have con-’ 
tinned at York, for the security of it and the country ; but 
the danger increasing hourly above from the apprehensions 
of the prince’s landing, find the King iuiving a desire to 
increase his army by that addition, they Inul orders to 
marcii southwards after tliree days' stay in that garrison. 
The Duke of Newcastle, who kept notlnng from me, ad¬ 
vised me til at he lieard my lord of Dauby liad a great 
deal of money in the bank of Ilollaiid; tluit he. liad been 
invited up to London by my Jjord Dellasis and tlie King’s 
order; tiuit lie liad made some ofi'ers of Ids service to 
his Majesty, but that lie did not intend to go up. I 
knew the truth of the latter j)art of this from other 
hands. ^ 

Upon some discourse, with the said carl at the dean’s 
liouse, tlic 151.11 of October, he used tiiese expressions : ‘We 
arc ill ill condition now in this nation fill ways, for if the 
King beat the ])rince, popery will return uiion us with 
more violence than ever. If tlie ])rince bejit tlie King, 
the Crown and the nation may be in some danger.’ All 
wliicli was not altogether untrue. 

October 17, Tlie citizens of York being now brought 


‘ A lottor from tho Duleo of Nowcastlo to T^ord Sunderland, presorvud 
nmong’ Uio State Papova, dated at York, Oe.tober 14, contains tlie following 
passage : ‘ Sir John Roreshy i.s very kind and friendly, and does everything 
■with groat prudoneo, and I perceive his ondeavourH are wholly to servo his 
hliijesty, and I assure your lordship ho has great interest in this city.’ With 
this letter is enclosed a list of the deputy-lieutenants of tho county at this 
critical period, which will ho interesting to somo readers. Tho names 
given are—Eor the West Riding: Lord Jaitimer, Thomas Lord Fairfax, 
Sidney Wortloy, Esq., Sir Henry (loodricko, Sir John Roroshy, Tobias 
Jenkins, Esq., James Moysor, Esq., Olirist. Tankard, Esq. For tlio North 
Riding : Thomas Rokohy, blaq., high shevifl’; John Dnrcy, Esq., Sir David 
I'owles, Sir Thomas Pennyman, Tliouias Worsloy, Esq,, John (lihaon, Esq. 
For the East Riding: Sir Thomas Riidstoii, Sir Ralph Wartoa, Sir .Tamos 
Bradshaw, Tobias .Tonkins, l^lsq., James hloyser, Esq., Tlumrna Ileakotli, 
Esq. Of ileroaby’s stepfather, tho duke writes, October 10: ‘ Mr, Moyscr 
has assisted me much, who is a most loyal and wise genthunan, and ray old 
acquaintance and good friend.’ 
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over, were generally kind to me, and promised to be for 
me in my election. The city wanting their head in civil 
matters, made their application to me in that capacity also. 
There were about that time three extraordinary things 
which might properly be said of York: that it was a,n 
archbishopric without a bishop, a city without a Lord 
Mayor, and a garrison without a soldier. But these were 
soon after all supplied. The old charter of all was re¬ 
stored to the city and the old Lord Mayor, as it stood 
upon the delivery of the first and the ancient charter, 
without one papist in it. The Bishop of Exeter, who fied 
from thence upon the landing of the Prince of Orange, 
was made Archbishop of York ; and I had one company 
of foot sent to continue, as I said before. 

It was very strange, and a certain forerunner of the 
mischiefs that ensued upon this invasion, that neither the 
gentry nor common people seemed much afraid or con¬ 
cerned at it, saying, ‘ The prince comes only to maintain 
the Protestant rehgion—^he will do England no harm.’ 
On the other hand, it was suggested from Court that he 
aimed'at the Crown, and the Dutch, who assisted him, at 
the trade, of England. And the truth is, his own decla¬ 
ration when it came, which was a little before he landed 
himself, seemed suspicious enough ; for it set forth all 
the grievances of the nation with great aggravations—as 
the Eng’s intention to subvert the Government both in 
Church and State ; that he intended to root out the Pro¬ 
testant religion, to which purpose he had set up the dis¬ 
pensing power with the laws; had moulded all the 
charters to his own mind, to the end he might have 
such members of Parliament chosen as he desired ; had 
examined and pre-engaged such as he intended for 
members in the matter of taking ofi* the test and-the 
penal laws ; and had, chiefly, put a feigned or suppositi¬ 
tious Prince of Wales upon the nation, only to promote 
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popery, and to defeat the Prince and Princess of Orange 
of their right of succession. 

A little before the invasion, the Elng, hearing that 
the prince’s being born of the Queen made so much noise, 
called an extraordinary council, where all the nobility 
bishops, foreign ministers, &c., "were summoned, that were 
in London, and appeared; where the queen dowager, 
several lords, ladies, and the King’s and Queen’s servants, 
to above the number of forty, both papists and Protestants, 
gave pregnant evidence of the true birth of the prince ; all 
whicli was re-examined in Chancery upon oath, and there 
recorded. 

October 18. Having often dined with the duke, who 
kept a great table, and spent whilst he stayed at York as 
be said above 100L per week, I invited him to dinner. 
He brought his own company with him, my Lord Fairfax, 
Sir Henry Goodricke, Sir Michael Wentworth, and Mr. 
Moyser. I had the music to improve the entertainment, 
and wine that the duke tasted of so plentifully that he 
grew so kind as to kiss me and to call me his mistress. 
The same day I persuaded him to form all the eight 
troops of the county into a regiment, which he accepted 
and offered me to be lieutenant-colonel of it; but I de¬ 
clined it, and he gave it to my Lord Fahffx. 

October 2G. AH the troops were called to York, 
regimented and ofEcered. The duke drew them up on a 
common near York and marched them into town. 

October 20. Came a report as if the Hutch fleet had 
been much shattered by the storm ; that my Lord Sunder¬ 
land was certainly out, and my Lord Preston Secretary of 
State. The King all this time was making great prepa¬ 
rations and levies for his army, and had brought it by 
computation to 6,000 horse and dragoons, and 38,000 
foot. 

The fleet was also out at sea, commanded by my Lord 
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Dartmouth, but much inferior to the Dutch, and di 
nothing to the purpose. 

November 1. I caused the companies of the cil 
regiments to exercise by companies. The next day 
drew them out and exercised them rogimentally to tl 
same place where the liorse exercised before, and the 
marched them myself into the city, attended by a troo 
of volunteers of citizens that offered to march witli mi 
my son William being at the head of them. I gave tl: 
regiment, when I dismissed them, hi. to drink. On the 3r 
I entertained all the captains at dinner, the next day tl 
lieutenants, and the day after that all the ensigns. Tin 
day the Prince of Orange’s declaratioii, sent by an in 
known liand to a citizen, was brouglit to me, wliich I sei 
up to the Secretary of State. Orders were sent at tl 
same time to secure my Lord Lumley, tlien in the hlort 
Picling ; but he who was commanded to tliat servic 
Colonel John Darcy, ])retcnded he could not find hin 
though it aiipearcd afterwards that lu) was not far off, an 
Darcy miglit have seized liim if he pleased. 

November 4. I received by an ex])ress from tl 
Secretary of War that tlie Dutch fleet was seen off Dove 
Sailing westward, which gave us hopes, however, that the 
would not land in the north. 

November 7. I had another express that the priiic 
was certainly landed at Torbay, in the west, the 5th ( 
JNTovember, and Jiad marclied straight to Exeter, attende 
by the Marslial de Schomberg, an cx])erienccd.office 
my Lord Macclesfield, my Lord Wiltshire, Sir Joh 
Ilothain, Doctor Burnet, Sir William Waller, and a grcj 
land ai'my. 

I sent the Duke of Newcastle word of this invasioi 
though he had notice of it from above ; but he wro1 
back, that they being landed at that distance, liis being j 
York was less necessary, which I much disapproved o 
the danger not being only from the invaders, but the 
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confederates at lionie ; it being impossible that the prince 
durst attack England with an army of under 20,000 men, 
if he expected not good help in England. The deputy- 
lieutenants then at Tork seemed much concerned for 
securing the peace of this county with me, and at a meet¬ 
ing liekl the 13th of November did all agree that it was 
fit besides that a regiment of foot be always relieved by 
another of the militia, wliilst the danger continued, that 
two troops of horse of tlie militia should continue at York 
to supi'mcss any sudden rising if it should happen. And at 
the same time that the gentry and freeholders of the 
county should be desired from that meeting to attend here 
on Thursday the 19th instant, to draw up some instru¬ 
ment or declaration of our loyalty to the King in this 
time of danger, and to consult of such things as might 
tend to the lionour of God and our own safeties. This 
being moved by Sir Henry Goodricke, I said I thought a 
thing of that nature, declaring our adlierence to the 
King according to the laws of the land and the obligation 
of our religion might be so good to the Government and 
so discouraging to its enemies, tliat I did heartily concur 
in it. Accordingly a paper of summons was written, and 
dis})ersed to give notice through the county, to meet. At 
the same time I wrote to my Lord Preston, Secretary of 
State, of this supposed loyal intention of the gentlemen 
of this county, and to my Lord Duke of Newcastle, 
dcwsiriug he would be here at that time.' 

' In the BrifciHli Muamim is a l(‘Uor from Sir .Tolin to Dauby, dated 
Novenibor 14, 1088, couiplnining of the quality of some of the new county 
justices ; ‘ Amongst otliors, John Eyvo, of Shcflield Park, Mr. Ratcliffe, &c. 
Tlio first can noilhor write nor road; tho second is a bailiff to the Duchess 
Dowager of Norfolk’s ronia; and neither of thorn have one foot of freehold 
land in England. My lord, I fear this matter being unseasonably notified 
at sucbi a time may change the good luossures wo were upon, and divide the 
country; though tho geutlferoeu liero appear not much concerned at it.’ 
Tho ondoraomont of this letter by Dauby—apparently made many years 
later in a trembling hand—is romarkablo. ‘ From the Governor of York, 
14 November, 1088, by which I timed my going to surprize York, which I 
did on the Thursday mentioned for tho gentlemen’s meeting there.’ 
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November 15. Being that day at dinner with nr 
Lord Fairfax, Sir Henry Goodricke, &c., at one Squires’ 
where we were invited, the clerk of the peace for tin 
West Biding came to give notice of a new commission 
whereby some thirty principal gentlemen of the Wes 
Biding were left out, and Sir Henry Goodricke amongs 
others, which put him into a passion and made hin 
declare that he was sorry lx)r promoting so good a thinj 
as the said meeting for the Bing’s service. This sam 
day I heard there was something more than appearet 
intended to be done at the time of it. Some said > 
petition for a speedy and free Parlianient, &c.; other 
said more things Avould bo represented and insisted upor 
But Sir Henry Goodricke and others absolutely denied i1 
to whick (he being an open man) I confess I gave credi 
more than I ought to have done; but friendship deceive 
mail)”. 

November 19. My lord duke came to York au' 
said lie heard there was a design to petition for a fre 
Pmdiament, and that he thought it not fit so much of tli 
militia should be together. We sat that night togethc 
till twelve, and resolved that, excc])t tlie petition c. 
intended address was very loyal, we should not join in i 

November 20. The duke called together all h 
dc])uty'lieutenants then in York, viz., my Lord Fairfax 
Sir Thomas Gower, Sir Henry Goodricke, Mr, Bobinsoi 
Mr. Danby, Mr. Jenkins, and others to the number < 
ten, and desired to know if there was any other desig 
by this assembly on Tlnirsday than to make a declaratic 
of loyalty to his Majesty. Sir Henry said ])lainly he di 
intend to petition for a free Parliament; and he hoped tl' 
rest that would meet would concur in it, after the e: 
ample of a late petition from some bishops and son 
temporal lords. Tdie duke then said he would not sU 
to be affronted or overruled by his deputies, but won 
return the next day. I opposed this extremely, sayii 
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that nothing could be absolutely resolved of till all the 
gentlemen appeared ; and that, if any other thing besides 
a declaration of loyalty should be thought necessary, it 
might be so penned, and with that modesty, that it might 
satisfy here and not displease above. However, it was fit 
his grace should be here at a time of such difficulty. 

November 21. He went away, according to his word, 
declaring nobody had stood by him at this debate but 
myself, for I had said many things against this way of 
petitioning. I pressed him to dismiss the horse, but he 
did not. 

November 22. The day being come, and the fatal 
one, I would not go to the common hall, where the 
meeting was appointed. Nor, mdeed, was I very able, 
being ill bruised by my horse falling upon me as I came 
from home; but I heard that, amongst about 100 gentle¬ 
men that met, Sir Henry Goodrieffie spoke to this pur¬ 
pose, that there having been a great endeavour by the 
Government to bring popery into this kingdom of late 
years, and to invade the laws many ways, that there was 
no way to redress grievances of this and other iiatirres 
but by a free Parliament; and therefore this was the 
only time to petition the King for it; and a better pattern 
could not be followed than what the lords sjhritual and 
temporal, or some of them, had done before, which he 
read there before them. Some differed from him in 
this matter, as Sir Thomas Yarburgh,^- Sir Lyon Pilking- 
ton, and one Mr. Stockdalc, who said it ought to be 
moderated in some expressions, and that at the same 
time that we petitioned we ought to assure the King to 

^ Sir Thomas YarTaurgli was twico rotarnod mombor Tor Pontefract, 
viz., in 1(585 and 1(588. Ilia grand-dauf^htor married Sir John Vanburoh, 
tbo architect and dramatist, and it was boli(3ved Ijy the Yorkshire gentry of 
the last century that the character of the coarse country squire ridiculed in 
The Journey to London (tlio Sir Francis Wronghoail of Cibber’s adaptation, 
The Provoked Ilmlmul) had Sir Thomas Yarburgh for its model, VanburgU 
having quarrelled v?ith tlio family. 
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stand by liiin in these dangers \\diicli threatened hot 
him and liis kingdoms, with our lives and fortunes; bi 
it was opposed. When such a draft was finished as Si 
Henry and his party approved of^ though many t\i£ 
disliked it went away, they began to sign; and when Mi 
Wortley Montagu and Sir Henry had done, before 
third man could sign, Mr. Tankard runs into the hall an 
cries that the papists were risen, and had fired at th 
militia troops. At this all the gentlemen ran out, an 
those that were infivy to the design got their horsei 
which were laid ready for them, as Sir Henry Goodricb 
Mr. Wortley Montagu, Mr. Tiuikard. My LolxI Daub] 
who was ready in his lodging expecting this feigne 
alarm, my Lord Dumblane, his son, my Lord Willoughbj 
two Mr. Berties, my Lord Lumley, my Lord Horton, an 
several others, who made a party with their servants of 
hundred horse, well armed and well mounted, rode up t 
the four militia troops drawn out for another purpos* 
and cried for a free Parliament, the Protestant religioi 
and no popery. The captains of those four troops wei 
Lord Pairfax, Sir Thomas Gower, Mr. Eobinson, an 
Captain Tankard, who, being made ])rivy to the desig 
only the night before, but men ready enough in the 
tempers for such an action, complied, and led all the 
men to join witli them. Tlic first stej) they made was 1 
the place where the guard of the standing company wi 
kept, consisting of about twenty men, which they su 
prised, before I had the least notice or jealousy of sue 
an attempt, not believing it possible tlnit men of sue 
quality and estates, however dissatisfied, would engage : 
a design so desperate, and so contrary to the laws of tl 
land and the religion which they professed. As soon i 
I heard of it I sent for the ollicers and the guard, b’ 
found it was surprised. I then sent to every captain ' 
bring his troop to me as the King’s governor, as also 
the other guard of foot of the mihtia, who all denied 
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march or to obey orders. I then sent for my horses, and 
as I was preparing to go to the troops, hoping to regain 
them to the King’s service if I appeared. Sir Hemy Bel- 
lasis, who had commanded a regiment in Holland under 
the prince, and lurked long here in Yorkshire for his 
service, drew up a party of thirty horse before my door, 
and there prevented my going out, till my lord of Dauby, 
with his chief companions, came up to me. 

My lord told me that to resist was to no purpose; 
that he and these. gentlemen were in arms for a free 
Parliament, and for the preservation of the Protestant 
religion and the government, as by law established, which 
the King had very near destroyed, and which the Prince 
of Orange was come to assist them to defend, and that he 
hoped 1 would join with them in so good a design. I 
told him I was for a Parliament and the Protestant 
religion as well as they, but I was also for the King. He 
rephed that he was so too, and therefore he hoped that 
as we agreed in principles so we should agree in action. 
I told his lordship that, though we agreed in the matter, 
I could not agree with tliem in the manner. I did not 
conceive anything ought to be exacted from the King by 
any manner of force, and tliat particularly, having his 
Majesty’s commission of governor and for his service, I 
could not join with those that acted against his authority 
and commission, let the consequence be what it wouhl. 
He then said he must imprison me. I told him I was 
naked, and my friends had relinquished the King’s ser¬ 
vice and me, and I was in his power. After they had 
considered together, he told me he knew me to be a man 
of honour, that my engagement not to stir nor write was 
as good a restraint upon me as a guard or a prison. So 
I was only confined upon honour to my room, recom¬ 
mending, however, to me to consider of his offer. After 
this the same day they secured all the gates, set strong 
guards upon them, and suffered none to go in or out; 
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secured such persons as they thought approved not 
their proceedings, especially the officers of the standi 
company, ■which the next day revolted all to them exce 
the officers. The militia, both horse and foot, entire 
joined with them except one Mr. Collins, lieutenant 
my company of the city regiment. 

They next entered the magazine and stores, whic 
God knows, were very inconsiderable, notwithstandii 
iny frequent representations of it to the King, both befo 
and of late; so that a defence with but one company 
about fifty men, and but twenty of them on the guar 
without ammunition or stores, against 500 horse and tv 
militia regiments of 'ibot, who treacherously joined wi 
them—nay, the whole city almost, that either for fear 
inclination, declared for them—was a mockery, and wh 
could never be expected in our unfortunate case In 
there been no surprise, dlie militia troops and some 
the gentlemen that were volunteers, who were not six 
men besides servants, ransacked several houses whi( 
belonged to papists, ov where they lay, Ibr priests, arr 
and horses, and took them whore they found thei 
They took a company of foot just raised by Capta 
Witham, not yet armed, quartered at Tadcaster, ai 
another of grenadiers, commanded by Ca])taiii Villars, ( 
their route for London, as they came to York; but as y 
they did not touch any pro[)erty but the King’s and tl 
papists’, and mine by taking coals and some other prov 
sions wliic.h I had laid in for the use of the garrison. 

November 24. The earl caused my Lord Mayor 
call a hall, where his lordsliip made a speech, settii 
forth the cause of tlieir rising and of their declaratio 
desiring that the city would concur with them in tl 
latter, which they there did agree to sign, as also sever 
gentlemen. Tlie declaration being the next day printe 
there were of liands of lords, six; of lords’ sons (young 
ones), three; of baronets, five; of knights, six; of squir 
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and gentlemen, sixty-six; citizens of York, fifty-six. The 
news from Nottingham was then that the Earl of Devon¬ 
shire, the Lord Delamere, with many more lords and 
gentlemen, were risen there upon the same account, ®and 
that great numbers fiocked to them. The King at this 
time marching to Salisbury, where he had appointed the 
rendezvous of his whole army, and had sent the young 
Prince of Wales to Portsmouth, some said to France. 

^ November 26. Having made it my request to the 
Earl of Danby tliat I might have leave to be a prisoner 
at my house in the country, where I would engage not 
to act, but to acquiesce and abide a true prisoner, he 
sent for mo to come and dine with him. At my coming 
he told me, that I might eat my dinner the better upon 
the said terms, I should have leave to go when I pleased. 
At dinner he told me tliat the duke’s going away had 
given room for their design, but that it was feared I 
knew or suspected something of it. I answered I did 
■believe they would go high in their petition, but never 
suspected so many gentlemen of that rank and quality 
would venture to engage in so dangerous a matter ; and if 
I had known it, I should certainly have resisted, though 
to little purpose, or have escaped out of the town. 

Upon discourse witli several of the gentlemen, I 
found they began to consider of the King as more dan¬ 
gerous than they thought at the first, and were troubled 
that men came not faster into them. My Lord Wil¬ 
loughby said it was the first time any Bertie was ever 
engaged against tlie Crown, and it was his trouble; but 
there was a necessity either to part with our religion and 
properties, or do it. I gave him reasons why all those 
invasions upon either faith or property might have been 
prevented without a force, as by a thorough representa¬ 
tion of the whole kingdom concerning them, and desire 
of a redress in Parliament, which liis Majesty must 
have necessarily complied with in a short time; the want 
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of money; the distraction and discontent of the natioi 
and a plain discovery that popery could never no 
be settled in England, obliging the King to it for h 
own safety and interest as well as theirs. 

Sir Henry Goodricke would have persuaded me tl 
same day to have signed the deedaration, but I told hii 
I could not do it. Eor though I should agree with tl 
matter of it, yet since tliey were now in arms to assert i 
the signing of the declaration and petition was no less, 
my judgment, than joining in the force. 

Mr. Tankard pressed me to be of their party the san 
day, setting forth the great advantage it would be to thev 
which I still persisted to deny. 

That day the clerk of the peacje gave me notice th 
a new commission was brought down, and all tho 
gentlemen added of the West Elding, formerly put oi 
as I mentioned before; but that myself and two mo 
were now left out. My lord of Danby took hold of th: 
and said at dinner that this showed a resentment again 
me, and that I should find I should be worse used by th 
party than by them ; but did not affect me. 

November 27. The Duke of Newcastle sent orde 
to his captains of horse to dismiss their militia troops, b 
they refused to obey him, and laughed at him for 1 
message. One of his gentlemen that came from hi 
with an express was persuaded not to return, but to ri( 
one of tlie Eml of Haiiby s horses in this expedition. ]\^ 
Lord Lumley told me the same day that for all he w 
sorry I did not join with them, yet I had performed 
wise and a generous part, in my circumstances, to refuse : 

November 28. I obtained a pass of their genen 
ships to go home to Thrybergh, upon engagement to 1 
confined to that place or five miles from it, to live peac 
ably, and not to act in any hostile manner. The ne^ 
came then as if the army had voted for a free Paiiiamei 
but declared at the same time that they would defend tl 
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King’s person against all men, wliicli was the very thing 
I desijcd to be the subject of our Yorkshire petition or 
declaration, and the denial of which made me refuse to 
subscribe or agree to it. 

Soon after we heard that several great men, officers of 
the army, and particular confidants of the King, had re¬ 
volted from him and wore gone to the Prince of Orange; 
and that particularly on the 19th of November, the King 
being got to Salisbury, where his army then rendezvoused, 
the Lord Churchill, one of his major-generals, under pre¬ 
tence of showing his Majesty the outguards of his army, 
had led him into a train, where he had certainly been 
betrayed into the hands of a party of the prince’s army, 
but that an immoderate bleeding at the nose prevented 
his going. My Lord Churchill, finding that he missed of 
his design, wmnt immediately over to the jirince, accom¬ 
panied by tlie Duke of Grafton, Colonel Berkeley, and 
others. This ungrateful Lord Churchill was raised from 
page to the King to the degree of a viscount of England, 
and had got a great estate with it, by the King’s bounty. 
But what was the most surprising was that the King, see¬ 
ing that it was hard to know whom to trust, and returning 
to Andover the 24t]i, there supped with him Prince George 
of Denmark, his son, and tin’ Duke of Ormond ; both of 
whom left him and went over that night to the prince, 
with my Tjord Di’umlaiirig (son to the Duke of Queens- 
berry) and Mr. Boyki, heir to tlicEarl of Burlington. 

November 25. Tlie Princess of Denmark withdrew 
herself privately from Wli itch all with my Lady Churchill, 
and came to N’ottingham. Tlie number of those that 
revolted was not 1,000 in all as yet, but everyone was so 
jealous one of another that they know not whom to trust; 
so the army and artillery were marched back towards 
London, and the King came there on the 26tli. The out- 
quarters of his army were at Windsor, Reading, &c. 

November 27. The King called all the lords spiritual 








420 


THE MEMOIliS OF 


and temporal tliciiin town, aboutfifty in number ; whose 
advice he took to order writs to be issued out for calling 
a free rarliainent, for putting all Eoman Catholics out ol 
]ns councils and employinouts, for issuing out a general 
pardon to all those that were assisting the i)rince, and for 
sending commissioners to treat with him. The procla¬ 
mation came out accordingly for a Parliament to be called 
to meet the 15th of January next; and my Lord Halifax, 
my Lord N’ottiiigliam, and my LordGodolpliin, were named 
commissioners to go to the juiuce. 

December 1. I got to Thrybergh with my horses and 
arms without any disturbance, and I thank God I lef 
York without any clamour or reflection upon me in the 
least in the matter of my command, 

December 3. Kingstonuipon-IIull—that considerabL 
garrison, and looked upon as one of the strongest in Eng 
laud, both for the citadel, its situation and number of men— 
was surprised by Mr. Co])ley, lieutenant-governor, who 
getting a party with him, seized the governor, my Lor( 
Langdale, in the night, and a great many Eoman Catholic 
then in town, who had fled tliithcr for safety; and th 
soldiers joining in the treachery, they declared for th 
Prince, and the Protestant religion, giving inimediatel; 
notice to the gentlemen at York what was done. If sue 
places as this revolted, it was no wonder that York couh 
not be kept. About the same time a party was sentfroi: 
York to Welbeck to take the Duke of Newcastle’s horse 
and arms ; which they cflected, but did not meddle wit 
his person, 

Portsmouth, also a strong garrison, was taken, bi 
that was by the treachery of the governor—the Earl c 
Bath, who had been raised from baronet to that degre 
and to a great estate by the Court—who revolted to th 
prince, llristol and several other less places followed tl: 
same fate. 

In that part of Yorkshire where I lived very fe 
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gentlemen continued firm to the King ; nor, indeed, in any 
part of the Korth of England. 

JDecembe?^ 8. The Prince of Wales, poor infant, was 
brought from Portsmouth to London, when everybody 
believed he had been sent into Prance; and on Sunday 
night, being the 9th, the Queen with the prince went 
about twelve o clock to a barge down the river secretly 
prepared, and, tlic wind being fair, wafted over to Dun¬ 
kirk. A regiment of Scotch horse deserted and went 
over to the Prince of Orange, from tlm King’s army. 
There was scarce an hour but his Majesty received, hke 
Job, some message of some revolt or misfortune or other. 
So tlmt the King himself, upon the 11th, by ill advice, did 
also withdraw himself privately, with only two or three 
persons along with him, as most thought, to follow the 
Queen. Tliis absenting himself was the more wondered 
at, because the commissioners sent to the Prince of Orange 
had sent liini word that they thought that things might 
be accommodated with his liighness to his Majesty’s satis¬ 
faction ; wh'ereu])on lie ordered the Cabinet Council to 
meet the next day at nine in the morning, but intended 
nothing less tlian to be tlicre, but went away that very 
night, without leaving any orders behind him or directions 
in the least. My Lord Chancellor withdrew himself at 
the same time, and took the Great Seal along with him ; 
so that all things seemed to be left in confusion, and the 
general consternation was suitable to it. Upon this the 
lords spiritutil and temporal and the general officers wrote 
to the prince to let him know that the King had left them, 
and that they 'would endeavour to keep all things in order 
till they received his highness’s directions, inviting him to 
town at the same time. 

The rabble being sufTicicntly animated against the 
papists before, and more especially now thinking (and 
reasonably) that the counsel given the King to withdraw 
himself came from them, rose in prodigious numbers, and 
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dividing themselves, pidled down the clia])els of tin 
worship, and many houses of such as did profess it, takir 
and spoiling their goods, and imprisoning such as the 
suspected to be priests ; noi; did they forbear the vci 
chapels and houses of ambassadors and other piibl 
ministers; and particularly that of the Spanish ambassado 
who had—as it was believed, of his own and other person 
who sent tlieir plate to him for protection—goods ar 
plate takeli from him to the value of a hundred thousar 
pounds. What was of less value, and relating to th 
superstition, was publicly burnt in the streets.’- 

December 12. The same day my Lord Chancello 
who had stayed too long at London for the tide, thou^ 
he was disguised as a seaman, and had cut olfliis ey 
brows, was stopped at Wapi)ing, and there taken ar 
committed to the Tower by order of llie Lords. lie w 
iirst bronglit belbre the Lord Mayor upon suspicion ; b 
as soon as known, they were forc.ed to give him a stroi 
guard, or else he had been, torn in pieces by iJie rabbi 
boon after Mr. reun, tire great quaker, who laid joiia 
with tlio papists in all their late councils at Ciourt, a vc: 

’ In a Ic'Llor writton to I^ord TIaliInx, now among the Sponcor MS 
from Tliryborgl), Docombor 0, 1088, Sir John givi'S an account of tbo si 
])ri8e at York, and goes on: ‘ I should bo glad to rocoivo sonio light in f 
obscuro matter, and what sbinos from your lordship is over clearer to . 
than what I receive from others, Some hero are not so kind to your loi 
ship in thoir expressions as I expected. The groat earl is their only id< 
hni this may ho artifieo. I am hold to aver that I have left York, wlier 
have boon seven years (and principally by your lordship’s assistance), -wdi 
out any rellection as to allegiance or miscarriage as governor, insomuch 
if I was allowed to stand T boliovo I could yet bo chosen for tlio enaui 
I'oi’liamont. They take no notice of tlm King in their actings or discoui 
only the Earl of liauhy doclarod they did not intend him the least liai 
They have had some quarrels amongst thomsolvos, especially the Lo 
lAimley and Willoughby, which went high ; but this will he a slow m 
sengor of news. I doubt not but you havo heard from Wolbeck that i 
duke was disarmed and lost some of hia liofsoa; and that he is angry w 
the duchess as being, ho thinks, in the plot. I’rincess Anno -was invited 
York, but refuacth to come from Nottingham till she hears from the prim 
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witty man, and one the King trusted in very miicli, for 
his advice in promoting the dispensing power for liberty 
of conscience, was taken; and Kather Petre, the Kind’s 
confessor, who was the greatest incendiary in that trans¬ 
action, and one of the privy council, the first Jesuit that 
had sat there for many years. 

The King at his going away wrote to the general 
officers of the army to this effect, that things being come 
to extremity, and being forced to send away the Queen 
and prince, he was forced to follow himself; hoping that 
it might at some time please God to touch the hearts of 
this nation with true loyalty and honour ; that if he could 
have trusted in his troops, he would in the least have had 
one blow for it. But though there were some loyal and 
brave men amongst them, both officers and soldiers, yet 
it was their own advice to him not to venture himself at 
their head, or to fight the Prince of Orange with them. 
He thanked those that had stuck to him for their fidelity; 
and though he did not expect they should expose them¬ 
selves by resisting a foreign army and a poisoned nation, 
yet he hoped they would preserve themselves free from 
associations and pernicious things. Postscript; that as he 
had ever found them loyal, so they ever had, and ever 
should, find him a kind master. My Lord Peversham, 
commanding as general, sent this letter to tlie prince, and 
told I'liin that it bearing directions or orders not to make 
opposition against anybody, he liad given notice of it in 
the army, to prevent the effusion of Christian blood ; and 
upon it a great part of the army disbanded. 

About the 11th or 12th day his Majesty, being in a 
hoy, with very few with him, amongst others Sir Edward 
Hales, and passing from an island in Kent, was boarded 
by a boat that had tbirty-six armed men on board her, 
which was going, as they called it, a priest codding or 
catching. They used the King, and especially those that 
were with him, very uncivilly, took from his Majesty 300 
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guineas, all he was worth at that time, and his swore 
When they knew it was tlie King, they offered to restor 
both; the King received tlie latter, but not the firsi 
Being brought to shore, he went to my Lord Winchelsea’s 
where he was taken with another fit of bleeding at th 
nose, which made him very weak and sick. Informatio 
being given to the lords above at Whitehall, they ordere 
four lords, Ailcsbury, Middleton, Yarmouth, &c., wit 
some of his servants, to attend him, and carry him necei 
saries. Some of his guards also, and my Lord Eevershan 
waited upon him ; but their orders were to leave it to h 
Majesty’s choice to go or return, which he pleased; 
not being thought fit to put any restraint upon his pe; 
son. The Lord Peterborough, the Earl of Salisbury (tw 
new converts), and father Walker, Master of Universii 
College in Oxford, were also taken. 

December 13. The Prince of Orange being invite 
to London by the lords that sat at Whitehall and tl 
City, was come as far as Windsor before the news can 
that his Majesty was intercepted. 

The same day, I hearing the writs were come to Yoi 
for choosing members of Parliament, I wrote to my Loi 
Mayor and some other friends that whatever change 
suffered my principles were the same, to secure the Pr 
testant religion and to preserve his Majesty’s person, ai 
if they thought fit to choose me I was ready to ser 
them upon that foundation. It was not that I either e: 
pected to be cJiosen or desired it. I foresaw sevei 
things would be attempted or done in this Parliame 
which were very dangerous, and which honesty and tr 
principles could neither consent to or be able to oppos 
I wrote to my Lord Danby at the same time, letting hi 
know my pretension and asserting my principle. I 
wrote me a very civil letter, in which he told me . 
neither questioned my principles as a gentleman nor as 
Protestant, and could therefore wish I was a member 
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the ensuing Parliament; but the city of York having 
offered his son, my Lord Dumblane, the citizenship for one 
and Mr. Alderman Ihoinpson pretending to the other, he 
thouglit I should find it a difficulty to succeed there. 
However, I had liberty to go where I pleased, and that 
for the future I w'as no longer under restraint, and that if 
he could serve me in anything he should be very ready. 
On the' 17th my Lord Dumblane and Alderman Thompson 
were elected witliout competition citizens for that Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Upon the IStli the prince, before he came to town, 
sent in his own forces and possessed himself of the Tower, 
quartered them in and near the town, placed them at 
Whitehall, and sent the King this message at two o’clock 
in the morning, that his Majesty must remove from thence 
that day to some place ten or twelve miles from London, 
and be attended by the prince’s guards. His Majesty 
accordingly went to Pochestcr, attended by my Lord 
Dumbarton, my Lord Ailesbury, and my Lord Arran. 
Then the prince came to St. James’s, where he was com¬ 
plimented and attended by a great many of the nobility; 
and the night was spent in ringing of bells, bonfires, and 
other expressions of joy by the rabble ; but thinking men 
of the City seemed displeased at the King being forced to 
withdraw himself a second time. 

At this first coming the prince seemed to countenance 
the Presbytery more than those of the Clnirch of Eng¬ 
land, which startled the clergy. He ordered as many of 
the King’s forces to be called together again as could be 
got, and confined my Lord Eeversham in Windsor Castle 
for having disbanded tliom and for some other things laid 
to his charge. He took so much upon him that he made 
the Duke of Beaufort wait four hours before he gave him 
admittance. 

The King, from this proceeding, began to apprehend 
he was in danger, and sent to the lords that he desired 
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to withdraw himself out of the kingdom. They too 
some time to consider what answer to give his Majesty 
In the meantime he went away privately a second tim( 
Those that were of the King’s guards or other his troo^; 
in London, the prince sent twenty miles from thence, t 
make room for his own men. 

The lords, having sat in the lords’ house for som 
time, finding his Majesty refused to appoint anothc 
chancellor or lord keeper, or to jiroduce the great sea 
they being about sixty in number, spiritual and tempora 
my lord Marquis of Hahfax chairman, made an order fc 
the banishing of all papists, but such as had been hous( 
holders for four years last past, ten miles out of London. 

December 25. The lords did not cease to sit on ths 
day (being Christmas Day), and amongst other thin^ 
framed an address to the prince, to take the govcrnmei 
upon liimself till things were settled. 

December 20. A certain niunlier of lords were a] 
])ointed to carry it to the ]»rince, to which he return g 
this answer, that he could give no answer to it till he hs 
the opinion of the Commons. Two days before tl 
prince had ordered my Lord Mayor and fifty of the aide 
men and common council, with all such members of tl 
House of Commons in town, in the Parliaments of Kii 
Charles IT., to meet in tlie House of Commons, to s 
there as a committee of that House, as the Lords forme 
one of theirs. Hicy met to the number of about thre 
liLindrccl, and voted to agree with the Lords in mo 
things, particularly in their address to take the Goveri 
ment upon him until the 22nd of January, when a coi 
vention was to be agreed upon to bo called ; those writ 
it should seem, that were issued out for the calling 
Parliament, and the elections that were made upon ther 
being void. 

It was very much that in these confusions no mo; 
mischiefs had been committed. In the West Eiding the; 
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•were few or bo justices of the peace sworn but papists, 
who till ubscoiided, nor any almost as acted as deputy 
lieutenants ; and yet very few robberies, felonies, and not 
one murder, and scarce a battery, had been committed. 
Only some arms and horses had been seized of Eoman 
Catholics, and that under colour of authority. 

JJeceuiher 28. The prince, upon the address made to 
him from the Lords and the representatives of the Com¬ 
mons as is before mentioned, to take the government upon 
him until the 22nd of January next, made this answer to 
it, as also to other particulars relating to the revenue, the 
Protestant religion, and the kingdom of Ireland—that he 
would endeavour, according to their advice, to secure the 
peace of tlie nation till the meeting of the convention; 
I'or the meeting whereof in January next he would issue 
out letters to tlie counties and boroughs; that he would 
apply the revenue to the most proper uses that the pre¬ 
sent affairs required, and endeavour to put Ireland into 
such a condition as that the Protestant religion and the 
English interest might be maintained in that kingdom; 
and that he would hazard himself for tlie laws and liber¬ 
ties, and the preservation of the Protestant faith at all 
times in these kingdoms, it being the end for wliich he 
came. 

At this time the news came that tlie King was safely 
•anived in France, and was gone to the Queen, who was 
at Paris, the Ifrench King having prepared the castle of 
Vincennes for their Majesties’ reception and entertain¬ 
ment, but afterwards they removed to St. Germains. My 
Lord Tyrconnol, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, all this 
while continued firm to the King’s interest, with a great 
army of papists; and my Lord Incliiqiiin raised another 
of Protestants, and declared for the prince and the Pro¬ 
testant religion, having taken Londonderry and some 
other strong towns in that kingdom. 
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ClIAPTEE XVI. 

Tho Prince of Orange summons tlio Convention—Changed Appearance 
London—The Throne declared vacant—Discussions in the two Houf 
—Opinions of Seymour and Doctor Burnet—Halifax justifies his Suppc 
of William—Moh Infiuence —James’s Flight due to Halifax—Tho Ooi 
Lady’s Account of Jnmos—Halifax’s insecure Position—William a 
Mary voted to tho Throne—An Interview with Halifax—^IMnrnn 
against William—1 Proclamation of the New Sovereigns—Illegalities 
he redressed—Tho Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy—The new Pri 
Council—Dan by and Halifax—The Convention converted into a Pari: 
mont—Danhy’s desponding View of Affairs—Rorosby introduced 
King William—Intentions of James—Halifax’s cautious Policy—Lc 
Bellasis—Desertions in tho Army-Enmity against Halifax—Loi 
Willoughby and hfordaunt—Conversations with Halifax—Attitude 
William towards tho Church—European Affairs—Conduct of t 
Bishops—Tho D’isaonter8-~-Scarcity of Supplies—Opinions of Halifax 
Tho Coronation—Burnet and Halifax blame the Commons’ Proceedir 
—Prospect of a War with Franco—Suspicion of Sir John’s Loyalty—f 
William Temple’s Son—Tho King’s State of Health—A lost Conversati 
with Halifax—Note on Rorosby’s Death and Descendants. 


1089. 

Cjkcular letters were written by the prince to tli6 peei 
desiring them to give their attendance at the Lore 
House upon tlic 22iid, that being the time appointed f 
tho meeting of the convention both for Lords and Cor 
moiis; and accordingly both knights, citizens, and bii 
gcsscs were elected, by virtue of such letters, to tl 
several counties and boroughs. 

Finding but very few of the old soldiers of my coi 
pany in Yorkshire, I sent to Sheffield and Rotherham 
make new recruits; and in three days’ time, only 1 
sending my servants I raised near sixty young nn 
without beat of drum; and, choosing the most like! 
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sent thorn with an officer to the quarters at Southampton, 
the 16th of January. ’ 

I went to see the Duke of Newcastle at Welbeck, 
whom I found very loyal and firm to his master the 
King; and, consequently, as angry against the Earls of 
Danby and Devonshire, and such others as had been the' 
actors in those parts for the Prince of Orange. He said 
he would always be loyal to the King, firm to his reli¬ 
gion, and act always according to law. He showed me a 
copy of a letter he wrote to the King some few days 
before the King’s first withdrawing himself, wherein he 
expressed very kind things of me to his Majesty. He 
told me he had received a letter of summons to be at the- 
convention, but that he would not go nor act in that 
assembly ; that he had oflered to surrender the commis¬ 
sion of Ids lieutenancies into the King’s hands before he 
went, but the King would not receive tliem; and that he 
would act so long as he might do it by tliem, but would 
not take any commissions from the prince, or any such 
authority. 

The I7th I received a lettcT from the Duke of New¬ 
castle enclosing others, which he had received from my 
Lord Danby, Sir Henry Q oodricke, andmy Lord Devonshire 
(all flattery, lies, and pretensions of loyalty) whilst the 
rebellion was hatching. 

January 22. I went to Mansfield, and the next day 
wont thence for London in the hackney coach. When I 
arrived I found London mucJi clianged. The guards and 
other parts of the army, which both in their persons and 
gallantry were an ornament to the town, were sent to 
quarter ten miles ofl*, and the streets were filled with ill- 
looking and ill-liabited Dutch and other strangers of the 
prince’s army; and yet the City was so pleased witli their 
deliverers that they did not or would not perceive their 
deformity, nor the ot)preBsiou they lay under, which was 
much greater than what they felt from the English army. 
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Though the convention liacl met on the 22iid5 y. 
nothing was clone considerable till the 28th, when tl 
settlement of the nation being taken into consideratic 
by the Commons, they passed this vote, that King Jaim 
the Second, haviiig endeavoured to pervei't the govcri 
inent of this kingdom, by breaking the original contra* 
between the King and his people, and, by the advice < 
Jesuits and other wicked persons, having subverted tl 
fundamental laws, and having withdrawn himself out ^ 
the kingdom, had abdicated the government, and th 
the throne was thereby vacant. 

January 21). The Lords entered into consideratic 
of the same matter, and several motions were made 
the same purpose as there were the day before in tl 
House of Commons. Some were for rec,ailing the Kii 
upon conditions, but tiiose very few ; others for tl 
government to be continued in the King’s name, and tl 
prince to have the executive power of it, by the name 
regent or protector ; others for having the King to forh 
the crown and the Prince of Orange elected into i 
others for having Ihe said prince and princess crowne 
as it was in the case of Philip and Mary, and to hold 
by descent in right of Mary, without taking notice of t 
Prhice of Wales, who was to be made incapable to sii 
coed, because a papist, being christened in that church. 

January 30. The Lords voted to agree with t 
Commons in the main as to the vacancy of the throi 
only differing in some words, and adjourned the debc 
till tlie next day. That vote was only carried by thr. 
The same day the Commons did pass their votes, that 
was found by experience inconsistent for a Protest! 
kingdom to be governed by a popish prince; second 
that a committee be a])pointed to bring in general lie^i 
of such things as were absolutely necessary to be con 
dered of for the better securing our religion, laws, a 
liberty. The reason of this last vote was, that, befc 
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aiiy person was named to fill the tlirone, they would 
frame conditions upon which only he should be accepted 
as King, and tie him up more strictly to the observances 
of them than otiier induces had been before. 

The prince all this while seemed not much to concern 
himself, only desired that, the cases of Holland and of 
Ireland requiring it, thoj would dispatch and come to an 
early resolution. 

January 31. That being the day for a thanksgiving 
for the Prince of Orange’s arrival and, as it was ^TOrded, 
‘for the delivery of this nation from popery and slav('.ry,’ 
or to that enbet, it was observed tliat, the. rejoicing was 
not so groat either by jinging of bells or making of bon¬ 
fires as was cx[)ect.ed in the city of London, so mutable 
are the minds of Englishmen, that they are never long 
very fond of anything. That day the Lords, sitting in 
the afternoon, resumed the d(;bate, and could not agree 
with the Commons in tiui word abdicatad, as being too 
high a word, and changed it into dewried. Nor did they 
concur with them that the throne was absolutely vacant, 
so that by the vote of the Lords there yet remained room 
for a regent or jn'otector, or the King to be recalled him¬ 
self upon terms. 

February 1. I saw my Lord Halifax. There was 
with him Mr, Beymour, (piondam Bpeaker of the Com¬ 
mons, a man of great parts, and much for power to con¬ 
tinue in the King’s nanu!-—uay, in his person-—if we 
could but bo secured against popi'iy. Doc.tor Burnet was 
there also (the great creature of tlie Priiuje of Orange), 
who argued violently for the crowning of the prince. 
Burnet maintained that England could never be hajipily 
settled till tlu; prince W'u.s placed at the h(‘ad of I lie 
government and was in strict coiijmi<*tion with Holland. 
Seymour said it was not (iracticable, for, if the prince 
was King, he must maintain it by an army, and that wa,s 
not to be trusted against their natural jirince; for, as the 
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late English iUTiiy would not fight for popery, so iieitl 
would they figlit against their King, as was apparent 
tlieir daily deserting and quitting their commands. 
was it possible for Holland and England to be heart 
united, they both courting the same mistress, trade. ] 
Tjord Halifax told me tluit night that he was not privy 
til is design of the prince’s coming at the first; but n 
that he was here, and upon so good an occasion, we w 
obliged to defend him. I acquainted him with wha 
heard, that my Lord Dauby expected preference bef 
him in the prince’s favour. lie gave me some reas( 
which satisfied me to the contrary, and that his lords] 
licgan to lag in his xeal for the prince’s interest in i 
House of Lords. One was, that he was never to hope 
be Lord Treasurer, the prince having declared he woi 
manage it by commissioners. My Lord Halifax spe 
further that himself should be employed, and used so 
ai'gumcnts to me to prove the legality of accepting to 
so. One was, that the King having relinquished ■ 
govermnent, it was not for that to be let fell, and 
cxiuld not be supported if men did not act under those 
whom it was conferred, and that as things stood n 
salus pop^di was mprema lex. His lordship si\id furtl 
that there were so many declined to serve, and th 
were so few fit for it, that, if I would do it, tliere woi 
no question be room for me ; and that, after things w^ 
settled, he thought it advisable for mo to go ambassac 
to some prince or state, by which means I might be i 
of the way till the clouds that a[)pcared were dispers 
being so fit for that kind of employment. He said otl 
kind things to me, and offered to carry me next morn; 
to the prince, whom I had not seen, and gave me so 
advice to be careful of my company and how to man£ 
myself at such a time as this was. 

February 2. I went to meet the marquis, who \ 
with the prince in his bed-chamber; but coming out 
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me, lie said the prince could not be publicly seen of 
two hours, and therefore advised me to defer the waitiog 
upon him till the next day. This day the lords that were 

for conferring the crown immediately upon the prince_ 

fearing the contrary interest of making him only regent, 
or crowning him in right of his wife, might prevail--sent 
some instruments to stir up the Mobile, who came in a 
tumultuous manner with a petition, offering it both to the 
Lords and Commons, to this purpose: to crown both the 
Prince and Princess of Orange, to take speedy care of 
religion and property, and for the defence of Ireland. 
The Lords rejected it because it was not signed, and the 
Commons did the same, saying they would not be awed 
into their votes nor directed, for they ought to be free. 
The same day the King sent two letters, one to the Lords, 
the other to the Commons; but the person that brought 
them not being there present to testify that they came 
from the King, they were not read, but laid by, and the 
messenger was ordered to attend the Lords’ House on 
Monday morning. I was then told by a Court lady that 
it was much wondered that my friend, the Marquis of 
Halifax, was so much for the King’s having abdicated the 
government, when he knew he had not gone if he had 
not been frightened into it. She told me that his lord- 
ship bad treated with the King to come again into busi¬ 
ness some weeks before the certainty of the prince’s 
invasion was known; that she was the very person sent 
by him to the King, that the King met him in her House, 
and that they agreed upon terms—nay, that his lordship 
treated with some priests concerning his retinn to Coint; 
that for this reason the King depended most on him, and 
named him one of the three lords to be sent to the Prince 
of Orange to treat for him ; that the marquis sent the 
King a private letter, after he had spoken to the prince, 
threatening some ill design against his person, which was 
the true reason of his Majesty’s flight and of sending 
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away the Queen; and aflta* the King was brought ba 
that my Lord Halifax was one of the lords that came ? 
advertised him, on behalf of the in'ince, to go fr 
Whitehall to Boehester or Ham, in two hours; and t 
the reason his lordship gave for bringing so ungratefu 
message was, that lie was assured that the ])rincc’s pa 
had resolved in council to seize and imprison him. 
that it was obvious to my lord’s own knowledge thai 
was neither the King’s inclination to fly either the first 
the second time, but self-pix'servation. She told me f 
thcr that the King was so fully possessed of his dang 
and afQicted after the Brinceas Amie went away, that 
disordered his understanding the first time, but after 
returned was very well restored. She said further t 
the sc(‘.ond time lui went away he so little designee 
that he knew not where to go. Sometimes he rcsob 
to go into the North to the Earl of Danby; once 
thought to go to the bishops of Canterbury or W 
Chester, and that she was sent by the King to them 
know if they would ree-eive and seciuxi him, and that 
two bishops neither accepted nor rejected the offer. £ 
told me, moreover, that the Lords intended to make i 
of the marnuis for the prince’s service, but not for t 
advantage to his lordship; and that he, having been i 
first adviser of taking away the charters of corporatio 
when the government was once settled he was in danj 
to be called to account for that and other things, hav; 
great enemies of the party to which he adhered. At 1 
she desired me to contrive it so, if possible, that she rai| 
speak to his lordship, to the end she might so far moder 
him as, however, to be for a regency, and not a forfeit! 
or abdication of the crown. I told her I would end 
vour it, but I found his lords] lip too far engaged w 
that party to recede. The same lady told me that a gr 
lord of Scotland had told her, some few days before, t] 
in case the two Houses agreed to make the governmi 
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vacant, Scotland would choose for itself and be no longer 
a province to England, or dance attendance at tlie door 
of an English court. 

All that the Lords voted or did more that day was to 
order the Cth of February, usually kept as an anniver¬ 
sary of the King’s coming to the crown, not to be 
observed, and to send down their votes to the Commons 
concerning the abdication, with its alterations, wliich the 
Commons having considered, they voted to adhere to 
their own resolution totickvi verbid. 

February 3. I saw the Duke of Somerset, the Earl 
of Burlington, the Earl of Scarsdale, and some other 
lords who liad all been active to bring in the prince, 
speak in another strain. Some said the thing was gone 
further than they expected, others that they never be¬ 
lieved the prince would contejid for the crown; and all 
were of o])inion the (Town ought to be set upon the 
princess’s liead, and so to descend in its right course. 
The Earl of Scarsdale told me the Brincess of Denmark 
was very sensible what a mistake she liad committed 
in leaving her fa,lhcr to join the priiute, who was now 
endeavouring to invade her rig] it, and to got priority of 
succession before lier. 

February 4. Tlie reasons being sent down fi’om the 
Lords to the Commons for adhering to their word de¬ 
serting^ and that tliere was no vacancy, it came to a 
division of the House, 1H3 for agreeing with tlie Lords, 
251 against it. 

February 5. A free conference was held between 
the two Houses, the issue of which was, the next day, 
upon considering tlui reasons of tlui Commons, it being 
put to the vote in the House of IjohLs, whether or no 
they should agree with the Commons, it was carried in 
the affirmative. Tlie vacancy being thus agreed to, the 
Lords proceeded to consider how the throne ought to be 
filled, and voted that the Trince and rrincess of Orange 
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should be crowned King and Queen of England by the 
names of King William and Queen Mary. The Commons 
went further and voted not only that, but that all sanction 
of the laws, or tlie negative voice, should be in the King 
singly, and not in the Queen, it being improper to have 
two negatives, in case of disagreements in their opinions; 
that the succession of the crown sliould be to them and 
to the logger liver of them, then to their issue, and, for 
want thereof, to Princess Anne and lier issue, and next 
the issue of the Prince of Orange in case he had any by 
another wife, and so to the right lino, papists excepted. 

February 8. The Commons hnished certain griev¬ 
ances or usurpations (as they called them) upon the 
rights of the people by the Crown, which they sent up tc 
the Lords for their concurrence, and which they intended 
to lay before the ])rincc, and to desire remedy in, at the 
same time they offered him the crown of England witli 
its dependencies. 

February 9. The Marquis of Halifax desired me tc 
bring the lady to my house, where ho gave her a meet¬ 
ing and had a conversation with her for two hours, ir 
which, she told me afterwards, she dealt so freely witl 
him as to tell him tliat she wondered ho, of all men 
could consent to the King’s abdicating the government 
when he knew it was from the notice himself gave hin 
tliat, by what was resolved in council by the prince anc 
others at Windsor, if he stayed he was in danger of hi; 
life; that for this notice the King had owed his life tc 
him now, as he had his escaping being excluded before 
My lord replied that the King had dealt ill with him ii 
sending him with a message to the prince, and goin^ 
away before lie returned. She said he should not say sc 
to her, who knew that his lordship sent him away, anc 
then was angry that he went. The lord complained tc 
her that the King never sent for him till the prince wa: 
landed. She said his lords!iip knew that herself wa; 
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privy to hk being often invited to Court, and that he 
might have had his own terms long before, but held off; 
but, though he had now embarked so deep in another 
interest, it became him to be aware, for the Earl of 
Danby would certainly got before him and play the same 
part with him in this Court that Lord Sunderland had 
acted in the otlier; that all that was doing was upon 
sandy foundations. Scotland would now choose a king 
of their own ; Ireland was probably lost, the Lord Deputy 
Tyrconuol having an army of 40,000 men, and England 
was much divided ; and she said a great deal more to the 
same cflhcst. Ilis lordship said there were no great hopes 
of a lasting j)eace from this settlement. However, it was 
the best that could be made at this time of the day; that 
he know what interest she had witli the King, and in case 
anything liappcned, desired she would be his friend, as he 
would be hers in another place. The truth is, she dealt 
more bold than any other could venture to do with so 
great a man; but his lordship knew her, and was pre¬ 
pared for it before, for he told me it was not amiss to 
hear what everybody liad to say. 

There were truly great disc'.ontcnts at this day, and 
the causes of them were the.se :—The prim^c declared 
that he had no design for thci crown, and yet sought it all 
he could. Ife came to settle the Protestant religion, and 
yet brought over 4,000 papists in his army, which were 
ne^ur as many as the King had English of that religion in 
his. It was published that the birth of the Prince of 
Wales was false or siipposititious ; that there was a private 
treaty with France to invade and enslave England; that 
the murders of the late King and of the Earl of Essex 
would all bo made out; and yet nothing ai)])Garcd, only 
some little matter as to that of the Earl of Essex. The 
prince kept his Dutch forces in London, and sent the 
English army to remote (piarters, declaring that he would 
keep his own men here, and send the English into llol- 
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land and Ireland. The Princess Anne was postponed in 
the succession, several noblemen disappointed of expected 
preferments for coming in to him, because they voted not 
for his highness so readily as he expected. The letters 
his Majesty wrote to both Houses were not so much as 
opened or read, and trade (the Hutch being a frugal 
people) much abated in London from what it was in the 
King’s time. 

February 11. Both Houses having agreed at several 
conferences on their grievances or invasions (as they called 
them) upon the liberties of the people by former kings, 
now expected to be redressed, and the Princess of Orange 
being safe arrived from Holland, the day after, wliicli 
happened to be upon Shrove Tuesday, both Houses in a 
body went to attend their highnesses, seated in two chairs 
of state in the Banqueting-house at Whitehall; where the 
Lords’ Speaker, after having read their said grievances, 
and desired redress of them, desired them also to accept 
of the crowns of England, France, and Ireland, with the 
dependencies and dominions thereto belonging. The 
prince, after a short speech, wherein he told them that he 
did accept of the same, and would do what he could to 
preserve their liberties, went away with the princess ; 
and the heralds and several of the nobility proceeded to 
proclaim them King and Queen through the City accord¬ 
ing to the usual forms, the rest of the day being spent in 
ringing of bells, bonfires at night, and other expressions 
of joy, though a great many looked sadly upon it. 

Some of the chief things which the conventioners de¬ 
clared illegal and desired redress for the future af this 
time were as follows : suspension of laws, or their execu¬ 
tion by the King, without consent of Parliament; dis¬ 
pensing with laws or the execution of laws as aforesaid; 
the court of commissioners for ecclesiastical causes ; the 
raising of money by prerogative without Parliaments ; the 
keeping a standing army in time of peace, witboiit con- 



Bin JOHN IIK11E8BY. 


439 

sent of rurliiuneiit, obstructing tlie free clioice of members 
foi luiluiuuiit, 01 Iieeclolu ot spGe('li m Pcirliameiit * im¬ 
posing execHsive bail, or lines upon the subjects; the 
illegal ehoit'.e of jurors. 

The oatliH of ullegiuuce and supremacy were then 
desired by the Houses to be suppressed, and these two 
wert‘. fi’aiued to be taken in their stead. The first was 
this 

* I, A. B., do sincerely promise and swear that I will 
be faithful anti bear triu; allcgianee to their Majesties 
King William and (iueen Mary. So help me God.’ For 
the second thus . 

‘ I, A. B., do Bwiair that I do from my heart abhor, 
detest, and abjure as impious and heretical that damnable 
doctrine and positimi that princ.es excommunicated or 
deprivetl by tlui Bojie or any autliority of the see of 
Koine, may be (h'posed or murdered, by their subjects or 
any other whatsoever ; and I do deedare that no foreign 
prince, pm'son, prelate or staUi luith, or ought to have any 
jurisdiction, power, superiority, iiro-emiiiencc or au- 
thority, ecclesiastit'al or civil, within this realm. So help 
me (lodd 

d'lic. days following—llu! two Houses adjourning for 
Home day.H—went H))ent in tin; now King’s receiving the 
cungratulutitiUH of hissubjeels, which came in such crowds 
as arc uuMpeakable, and in miming and swearing a new 
privy council consisling of thirty-two persons, twenty- 
four Lords and eight Commoners. The King, with the 
adviiH; of his council, proceeded to name first the great 
ollnjers of the Cburt and kingdom. The great expectation 
was who woukl have the prehsrence, Halifax or Danby. 
The latter (‘Xpected to be Lord Treiwuror; but as Lord 
Halifax told me, he was disappointed, and forced to take 
up with I’rcHitleut of tin* Council, a ])luce of credit, but 
of small profit. My Lord Halifax was Lord Privy Seal 
of luH own choice, and where he had been before, of 
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great trust and worth 3,000Z. per annum. My Lord 
Halifax told me, before this was pubhshed, that Lanby 
was down in the mouth, and would now let his neighbours 
be quiet about him ; and for his own part, as they yet 
stood seemingly fair, he would give him no just occasion 
of difference. 

The King being thus made, the next business was to 
get a Parhament, especially such a one as would confirm 
what the convention had done ; and because a new choice 
of members might prove hazardous in that respect, or as 
it was pretended, might lose time, when the settlement of 
the nation required haste, they agreed, after great dis¬ 
putes as to the legahty of it amongst the lawyers, and 
long debates in both Houses, to convert this convention 
into a Parliament. This they did by framing a bill to 
that purpose in the House of Lords, first passing it there, 
then in the House of Commons, and at the last getting 
the royal assent to it, which was easily compassed upon 
the 23rd of February. 

A Parhament being thus obtained, though after a very 
extraordinary manner, they first proceeded to prepare 
several bills, one for comprehension, another for the tole¬ 
ration of Protestant dissenters. This was first moved 
by my Lord Nottingham in the House of Lords and 
seconded by some of the bishops (more out of fear than 
love); another for raising forty-two thousand pounds by 
a tax upon land. 

February 28. My lord of Arran, son to the Duke of 
Hamilton—who had been set upon in Leicester fields a 
little before by eight ruffians, and who had moved, in a 
meeting of the Scotch nobility in London, to call back 
King James—was committed to the Tower ; and many of 
that nobility that were going to the convention in Scot¬ 
land (appointed to meet the 24th of March) were stopped. 
The same day I dined with the Earl of Danby, who treated 
me with more intimacy and freedom than I expected. 
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lie told me that he had given a very fair character of me 
U) the King, when he made him the relation of taking 
Vurk ; but 1 found him extremely altered in his warmth 
(or alliiirH, as then managcid. lie said that being con- 
:',ern(Kl with his all, he was sorry to see things managed 
no hettm*, and with no more expedition, Ireland was in 
a inaniu*r btH'onu‘ invineibh', by neglect of not sending 
(brees thither bc*fore now, which he had pressed the King 
Lo so mutli, as well as to other things which were slighted; 
Lhal he was muavil in pressing it; that he had told his 
[)resent MajtfSty that he saw he did all things to encourage 
Presbytery and to dislunirlcni the Church of England, and 
Lhal lu‘. would absoluttly prejudice himself and the Govern¬ 
ment by it; but at present lie (I)anby) meddled very little 
in coiineils^neillu'r his tk'sirea nor healtli disposing him to it. 
Indeed, he, kjoked so ill, and the stoppage in swallowing 
vvhermvith lui was troubleil was so great iipon him, that 
lie seemed to nu‘ not able to continue long. lie told me 
lie was mmle Preskkait of the. Council against his will, 
After the King had luapiaintetl him that ho could not give 
aim the slaif of Ixu’d 'rreasurer, being resolved to put 
.hat ofliee into coinmission ; that he was ollbrcd to be 
Beeretary of Btate and President both, and he had declined 
he lirst; that all he had askial of the King for himself 
^vuH a Latent to whieh he luul a riglit by a former grant, 
uul that he wnukl gratify Home genllemcai who had served 
lim in this rtwoiution in the north ; and that the King 
A)hl him it would not be for his own service that liislord- 
diip shoukl decline emLiloyment him.self, and in a manner 
breed the preHidenldiip upon him. He spoke very doubt- 
iilly of the eontimuuire of the present state of affairs; 
uid told me King Januis sent down to him in the north 
,o oiler to put himseir into his hands before he went 
iwuy. I'hat his answm’ was, by Mr, Charles Bertie, who 
•ume from the- King, that his own force, which he dc- 
lended upon in the north, was not .sulficient to trust to; 
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but if his Majesty would bring a considerable party with 
him, and come without the papists, be would sooner lose 
his life than his Majesty should be injured; but that the 
King had no mind to divide bimself from the papists, and 
would not come. One thing my Lord President said 
further, that if the King would quit his papists it might 
possibly not be too late yet for him. He told me the 
Duke of Gordon, a papist and governor of Edinburgh 
Castle, the only magazine of Scotland, who was willing 
lately to surrender it to anybody, kept it now resolutely 
for King James; and the discontents of England grew 
daily greater and greater. He said Lord Halifax, the 
King, and aU his councils, were strangely conceited for all 
this of their security, and told me some things of my 
Lord Halifax and his interferings in their debates in the 
House of Lords, especially in that wherein, upon declar¬ 
ing the Prince of Orange King, my Lord Halifax insisted 
violently that he might be entitled legal and rightful King 
of this realm, the intent of which was, I presume, that 
the old oaths of allegiance and supremacy might be con¬ 
tinued, to avoid scruples about the taking the new ones ; 
but that it was nonsense, for had the Prince of Wales 
been made king, he could not have been our lawful king 
whilst his father hved, because in hereditary monarchies 
non est hceres viventis. He seemed, however, very earnest 
for the legahty of taking the new oaths of allegiance and 
supremacy, and condemned the bishops who now scrupled 
at it, when their actings in some things and their indif¬ 
ference in others had so far contributed to this change of 
government. He quoted my lord of Nottingham’s speech 
in the House of Lords, where he said that he had not 
consented in the least to this change, but had opposed the 
prince’s accession to the crown, not believing it legal; but 
that since he was there, and that he must now owe and 
expect his protection from us as King de facto, ho thought 
it just and lawhd to swear allegiance to him. I have 
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been tlic more ijurticular in tins entertainment, to sliow 
bow the opinion of the greatest men stood as to matters 
at that time. I wondereil he durst trast me so far as to 
be so optm bi'fore me; but he knew I would not betray 
liim, not so mueh us (t) my Lord Halifax. 

The same day, after many attempts, my Lord Halifax, 
or Lord Privy Peal, presented me to the King. He had 
moved him lu'fore that a young son of mine might have 
my company, and that he might be excused from duty a 
year or two fur his I'diuuition; but his Majesty thought 
that an ill precedent, and would not grant it. Having 
kissed his haml, I tohl him that I had a trust upon me 
from tlu‘ lull* King to the last, not being made privy to 
his hlajcHty H desiguM till I saw tlann in execution, and 
that 1 emdd not then, in honour or justice, comply with 
them ; lull that 1 was a lirm Protestant, and had suffered 
in my i^late for l)eing of that religion ; and that I should 
be faithful (t) my ihily wherev(‘r I served. My lord de¬ 
sired him that I might eonliuue. my company without any 
ath'iidauce, which I seconded, saying : * Pir, if you have 
resolved tt» taki* away my two governmoiiis of York and 
Purlinglon, 1 hopi* yo\i will not t'xpect I should wait on 
a singk‘ eompuny.’ lb' said, ‘ No, he did not expect any 
alteiidunee from me.’ 

The truth is I had nmile no endiuivour to keep the 
gtivernmeiU cjf Y«nk. 1 tlid then not think it safe or 
Imnest. But fur the eumpany I tliuiiglit it botli to keep 
it, iiut being (ibligetl tu act persunally wilb it, and having 
a g«HHl exeime tu lay it clown at any lime, if it should be 
cnijuined. Besides it entitled me to the recovery of some 
arrears whicli I feared tu hese, had I given up my com- 
missiun at that time. Althongh they began to be very 
serupiiluitH in keeping in aicy but (hose who had cither 
goucl prineiph».H «»r guod friends, I found moat wise men 
willing tu stay in, and as nuteh tu prevent otheu’s coming 
in their steiitL ns fur any edher reasun, 
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March 1. I was told by a lady who was entrusted 
by King James with some seals and jewels, that the King 
had written to her to put them into the hands of a per¬ 
son whom he had sent for them; and . showing me his 
letter, I found it was dated the 17th of February stilo 
novo^ as also that he therein expressed his setting forward 
for Ireland the day following, and tha.t he depended upon 
his old friends to stand by him. She told me further 
that the King of France had furnished him with a great 
treasure and 6,000 Swiss Protestants ; that he intended to 
go through Ireland for Scotland, to call a Parliament 
there, instead of the intended convention; to march for 
England, and to put himself entirely into the hands of a 
Protestant interest; that she had a friendship for my 
Lord Privy Seal, and had a mind to open herself to him 
if she might do it safely. I promised to speak to his 
lordship that night, and to tell her more afterwards. 

Having an opportunity, I was as good as my word. I 
confess I was cautious of speaking too broad, but I said 
enough to let him understand that the chief motive the 
lady had to speak to him was to inform him of something 
that might be for Ms own as well as the public service. 
Upon tMs he began to be freer with me than usual upon 
this chapter; and when I told him, in general, that great 
designs were on foot, he said he believed it; and that 
though men were in the present interest, it was not dis¬ 
cretion to venture too far; that if things were as I said, 
it was safe to carry fair to those of that party, and to let 
some know that he spoke always very respectfully of Kiug 
James, for it might come to blows. He should be glad to 
meet the lady at my house when she pleased. He said, how¬ 
ever, all the care that could be taken would be to prevent 
it. An army would presently be raised of 20,000 men. 
AU suspicious persons would be secured, for the Parlia¬ 
ment would give the King power to imprison whom he 
pleased, and to keep them secure till they could come to 
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trial, and that tliey would plentifully furnish him for the 
war. At this time several gentlemen and lords of both 
Houses withdrew themselves into their several counties ; 
and some that appeared great friends to the present 
government were said to be treating on the other side; 
all which I made known to his lordship, naming some 
that he little suspected. He said that if King James was 
about such a design, he believed the papists would assas¬ 
sinate or kill King William, knowing what a tax they 
should have on their hands to defend the crown upon a 
woman’s head, 

March 3. I waited upon my Lord Bellasis, chief 
commissioner of the Treasury under the late King James. 
He told me that he had been very averse (though a 
papist) to the measures used in that reign for promoting 
that religion, as the putting of papists into office in 
counties and corporations, the high commission court, 
the laying aside Protestants for refusing to take away the 
test and penal laws, &c.; but his council was suspected 
as coming from a man who, as the hot party informed the 
King, was old and timorous, and who having a good 
estate was in fear to hazard it. He told me as to myself 
that he understood from all hands I had acquitted myself 
of my trust as governor of York like a man of honour, 
and that my lord of Danby himself, though my adversary, 
had confessed as much to him, and that I had not in this 
particulai’ deceived the late king’s opinion of me, who 
used to say that he received always the most faithful and 
best informations of affairs in those parts by my letters. 
He said that there being so many great men concerned in 
this revolt, it was ahnost impossible to be thought that 
the king, especially being a Eoman Catholic, should be 
restored; but if he were Protestant, it would certainly 
happen in a very short time. He was esteemed one of 
the wisest men pf that party. 

March 4. Live bishops more took, the oaths of 
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allegiance and supremacy, in addition to the three that 
had taken them on the 2nd of March, being the day ap¬ 
pointed for swearing the members of both Houses. Most, 
if not all the Commons, did swear ; but some of the Lords 
refused so to do, and .the greater number of the bishops, 
from the principle that they thought it unlawful, having 
before taken the oaths to King James. And those that 
swore looked upon it as a local and temporary oath, and 
only owing to the present protection they received from 
King William and Queen Mary. This day my Lord 
Halifax met the lady before named, who had a letter from 
King James. She dealt very frankly with his lordship, 
but durst not say all she knew. However, he desired her, 
in case of any alteration, to stand his friend. 

The two houses had voted some days before to stand 
by King Wdliam and Queen Mary with their lives and 
fortunes; and now the Commons finished their bill of 
laying a land tax, and consulted of other ways to raise 
money for the Crown, both for raising of men and supply¬ 
ing the loss of that branch of the revenue called hearth- 
money, which they were taking quite away by Act of 
Parhament, as troublesome to collect and oppressive. It 
was now more feared that King James was actually in 
Ireland, and that Scotland would take his part. Com¬ 
missions were given out for the raising 10,000 foot, and 
twenty shillings for every man as levy money. The 
colonels were mostly men of quahty and interest, and yet 
it was much feared whether men could be raised. The 
French King had assisted King James for his Irish ex¬ 
pedition with fourteen ships of war, six less frigates, and 
three fire ships, well manned and provided ; 200,000^. in 
ready money, and 50,000 pistoles as a present for his 
pocket; with plate, tents, and a very loyal and splendid 
equipage. He furnished him with eight experienced 
field officers, one hundred other officers, a guard of one 
hundred Swiss, several knowing pioneers, 15,000 of his 
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own Hubji’fts, 40,000 urmn, canuou and ammimition in 
grc'ut; abundance; and oflcn'd biin 15,000 more French 
w)ldicrH; but King JaincH rcdiised them, saying he would 

succeed by his own subjects or pe.rish in the attempt. 

March 7. IMy lannl Ilalirax told me the Commons 
resohanl still to pursues him and iny Lord Dauby, and 
that some of tlumi bad dtH-larod tliey would give no 
money to tiu' King till he had laid them and some other 
of his prestuit ollieers aside' ; but ho said the King would 
not bt^ wrought upon ms they thought of, and that ho was 
very able to di'fend himsc'lf. The crimes of which he 
was accused were, nilvising King Charles IL to takeaway 
the charter of London, and opposing the. bill of exclusion. 
I told my lord it looked very foolish for men that were 
about buihling a few fabric at the mimo time to pull down 
the main pillar that HupporUnl it. His lordship said lie 
(lid not value it, for if they sueeu’edi'd lie should not he 
sorry to surrender his plaet'. Ih; prayed me then to 
reeoncih' him to the lady that I luul (bnncrly brought 
to him about sonu! business in which she thought herself 
nut Wi'll used; for she hatl a good interest with King 
James. 

Mttrch lO. (‘oloiH'l Ih'resby, leading tlic battalion of 
guards from Oxhu’tl in order to their embarking for 
H(jllaud, imjst of ilu'm (being 400 and odd) deserted, 
ami it was tt»ld tlu* King that it was done by the colonel’s 
adviee, ho that the* generid sent to confine him to his 
house. The truth is, my brotlim* had been twenty years 
in the* regiment, hud been in four sea engagements in 
the last link'll war 5 and oiu? ymir against the French in 
Flanders, and upon the Imrdi'st duties of any captains in 
the regimmit, imd Inut a mind to lay down rather than be 
now sent to Ibhlund, Imving the gout, t!vc., very much; 
but hi* nevi'r eiieiairngiHl tlu; men to de.simt. I acquainted 
the lijird Privy Heal with the truth of the thing, and my 
lord promised to the King on his behalf; but so many 
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left the King’s service daily, that it seemed a hard thing 
to get this pardon. 

March 12. My lord marquis told me that my Lord 
Mordaimt and others were violent against him, being dis¬ 
appointed of their expectations at Court, caused as they 
suspected by my lord marquis’s means, in that he had 
broimht in my Lord Nottmgham to Court, made him 
Secretary of State, and some others whom indeed the 
King, as well as himself, had a mind should be in busi¬ 
ness, being eminent in parts. My Lord Godolphin was 
another he named ; and it was these chiefly that followed 
and persuaded his impeachment; but he said the King was 
so much his friend that he was too eager on his lordship’s 
behalf, insomuch as he was forced to desire him to be more 
moderate. 

I had news from Thrybergh that my youngest son 
Leonard was recovered of the small-pox, for which I 
praised God. 

March 13. I heard my Lord Privy Seal say, that as 
the nation now stood, if the King (James) were a Pro¬ 
testant, he could not be kept out four months; but my 
Lord Danby went further, for he said that if he would 
give the satisfactions in point of religion, which lie might, 
it would be hard to resist him as he was. I thought these 
things looked strangely (falling from so great men) of the 
times. I heard the 17th that my Lord Dumbarton’s 
regiment, winch he had not long since brought out of 
France, quartered now at Ipswich, being all Scotch and 
consisting of 1,300 men, chose rather to inarch in a body 
with their arms and four pieces of cannon towards Scot¬ 
land, than to obey orders, which were to go on board and 
sail for Holland. My Lord Privy Seal did me the honour 
to visit me for an hour. He told me the King had sent 
after them two regiments of Dutch horse and one of 
dragoons; and that if these men did this of themselves 
without confederacy, they were lost; but if it was laid so Jis 
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Other forces were to stir in other places, there might be 
danger in it. I foniid he was jealous that my Lord Danby 
did, under pretence of illness, more absent himself from 
business than reason required; and that he was discon¬ 
tented, and was wondering that some had got into places 
by his means who were so little qualified for them, par¬ 
ticularly my Lord Willoughby, a very young man, un¬ 
used to business, made Chancellor of the Exchequer. I 
told him it was no less wonder that my Lord Mordaunt, 
who never saw a hundred pounds together of his own 
money, should pretend to be the Eirst Commissioner of 
the Treasury. I then dealt very freely with my lord as 
to’ the uncertainty of the times, desired him to act with 
caution, and assured him that I wished his safety and his 
family’s as much as my own. 

His lordship said he had named my brother’s concern 
to the King ; but Prince Gleorge being present, who took 
part against him, hindered the good success at that time; 
since then he had received a state of the matter from my 
brother (which I had drawn up for him), and had given 
it to the secretary, the Earl of Nottingham, to lay before 
the King. He said he wished that it did me no pre¬ 
judice in the King’s good opinion. I said that would be 
hard that I should answer for the actions of a brother, 
but he said he should be able to clear that. I was glad 
to hear that the Duke of Grafton and the slender part of 
his regiment which remained was disbanded. I heard also 
that no less than seventy officers had laid down their 
commissions in four days’ time. 

My Lord Privy Seal, amongst other things, said that 
this King used no arts. I replied some arts were necessary 
in our English Government. He said he was of the same 
opinion, and that we acted a little too plainly. I 
acquainted my lord with some grounds of discontent, 
much murmured at in the town and some in the country. 
Mv lord said, ‘ Come, Sir John, we have wives and 

a Cr 
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children, and we must consider them, and not venture too 
far.’ He spoke further, as if, whenever a change hap¬ 
pened, there would be a general pardon ; though he said 
he heard there was one from King James that crept up 
and down in the world, and that he was excepted in it; 
‘ but (said his lordship), as you know, I gave you some 
little hints of this change before you went down last 
(which were so obscure that I did not observe them), so 
you must tell me what you hear on the other side.’ And 
indeed I loved him so well that I was ready enough to 
inform him of what related to the public for his private 
service, provided it was said in general, and not to the 
prejudice of any particular person, or a confidence de¬ 
posed in me. 

March 22. My Lord Privy Seal told me that the 
rebels (meaning the Scotch regiment) had yielded them¬ 
selves to the King’s mercy. Their officers would have had 
them to have fought, though the Dutch horse and dragoons 
were four times their number; but the common soldiers 
laid down their arms. His lordship further added that 
there was a confederacy in that revolt, but the parties 
durst not venture to appear. He told me more that they 
had now great hopes of Scotland, and it did after appear 
that the kirk party, which was for King William, was the 
more prevalent. 

The truth is, King James lost his business by not ap¬ 
pearing sooner in Ireland, or rather in Scotland ; but the 
winds were so contrary that he could not set out sooner 
from Brest. The Church of England was much laid at 
by some members of both Houses of Parliament, at this 
time King William seeming to favour Calvinism. For in 
the Lords’ House it was strongly debated (and particularly 
by the Lord Privy Seal, which lost him some credit) 
that the taking of the sacrament should be no part of 
the test, according to the statute of King Charles II. ; and 
in the House of Commons it was as stiffly argued, in the 
debate of forming the coronation oath, that that part of 
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it which binds tlic King to luaiiitain the Church of England 
as by law established sluudd be omitted; but in both 
these it was earrital in the aOTinnative in favour of the 
Church of England. This showed the strength of that 
interest in rarlianient; and would, as ’twas believed, 
obligti his Majesty to be more favourable to the Church 
of England. 

All the alfuirH of Europe seemed now at some stand, 
though all nations were also preparing for war. The 
whole Ein[)ire was calling its resiHuttive quotas together to 
be t'lnployeil agaiuKt Fraiu'.u and the Turks, in case the 
treaty then on fiot In’twcnm tlu^ Emperor and the Turks 
should break nil’, which was not unlikely, ho and the 
eonfederutes, vi/., tlu* Venetians and the Poles, insisting 
upon very sm'ei’t! eondifious. Htniin was likely to join 
with tlu! Empensr against France, us also Sweden ; IIol- 
huul, England, and Denmark to stand mutes. The Pope 
eontimu'd angry with France, fit the sfune time, though 
France endeavoured to mollify him, tu’ete.mling to make it 
a war of religion ; but his Holiness, thinking the French 
.King grown ton big for his neighhours, had some regard 
to his tempond tstsite sis wt‘ll as to the Chureh of which 
luf was the head, ami e(!nsidi'red interest as well as eon- 
seieiiee—a known principle in llu‘ Chureh of Home. 

j/nre/z 2<». 'riuit day the. Bishop of St. David’s, 
ruet-ting me, asked my opini«»n if he should take the oaths 
of idlegiunee ami MUprcinaey'* he being one of the bishops 
that hud rcftiMul them nil this time, and being now cited 
to appear lu'fori* the Lords. I told him it were fitter for 
his lordship to advise* me in such a ease, and eertaiuly 
his (’oiiHcieuce was the best guide iii the matter. But I 
found that Im luul reseiKeel before what to do, and the 
next day lie went atul swore in the House of Lord.s. My 
lord ArchluHatp of ( anterlmry idl this while refused to 
swear «»r t<» come jit all to tlu‘ House o( Lords, not so 
much ownin*! tlie authority catlim' ol King or the 
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Parliament. The Lords sent his grace a letter to come 
to the House, and he returned his answer excusing his 
attendance, directed not to the Lord Privy Seal or Speaker 
of the Lords, but only to the lord Marquis of Halifax. 
The House voted his answer not satisfactory ; however, 
they thought it not advisable to pursue him too far, 
knowing what ill blood the imprisonment of the bishops 
had lately made in the body of the nation. 

March 28. The Church of England party carried a 
second vote in favour of that Church ; and it was high 
time to show themselves, the dissenters not only having 
prevailed that the oaths in some respects made for the 
security of that Church, some prayer in the liturgy, and 
the ceremonies should be altered or dispensed with; but 
also it was moved in the House of Commons that there 
might be some alteration in the very creed. 

The same day my Lord Halifax and my Lord Notting¬ 
ham moved the King in council that I might have the 
keeping of the manor of York. But by tlie underhand 
dealing of my Lord Danby, who had certainly pressed 
him in it for Alderman Waller, late Lord Mayor of York, 
I received a flat denial, and with this reason of unkind¬ 
ness, as my Lord Privy Seal told me, that the alderman 
had done something for the service of the present 
government, but Sir John Eeresby had done nothing. 

March 29. Being Good Priday, I received the 
sacrament with my second son Tamworth—who was then 
of years, to be therefore confirmed in the Church—at 
the new church of St. James in Jermyn Street. I received 
the same day the news of George, my third son, being ill 
of the small-pox, which gave me great apprehension, he 
being fatter than the rest of my children. 

Some days following there were very warm debates 
in both Houses of Parliament between the dissenters and 
those of the Church of England, the first endeavouring to 
carry their Act of comprehension and toleration farther 
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than till' (Hmrch of England was willing to agree to, and 
the parl ies scenicd so c'{|ual in nmnhcir that sometimes one 
sidt! (‘.arricd a vole in both JIousfs,and sometimes the other. 

A}iri/ 1, It was ordered that Hoventcen regiments_ 

and many of thcan unarmed, unclothed, and without 
Hullhuent pay to clear their ([uarters—should march 
northwurd.s, it b^nng now c.ertainly c.onlirmed that King 
James was in Ireland, and intc-nded for Scotland, though 
the kirk party in the Scotcdi couvenliou seemed to oppose 
his coming into that kingdom. And for all money was 
very sciiree, at i’ourt, yet gnuit in-eparalions were daily 
making for the (toronalion of King William and Queen 
Mary, (lumgli there wanted ne.eessaries for the army, the 
Court and support of the Government; not but theParlia- 
nu'iit was ready to give, but it could not be raised soon 
enough for the u^es t(» whieli it was given, and the City 
refused to give ereclit or to advance money upon the 
nunu'y Acts that were passed. Great discontents still 
coniiiiuctl, t)r ratlnn* daily improved. 

April b. I rcceivetl the unfortiinaLc news of the 
death of my .non (leorgt* by tiu* snialbpux—-a very beanli- 
* fill, apt, umlersl4inding child. It was a great alllicUoii 
to me; but (hnl gives, ami God lakes, and blessed be Uie 
nanu* of the Lord. 

April 7 . My l4»nl Trivy Heal told me if the Church 
of England Milfensl, it was !>y their pretending to have 
too much; that the ('onutinim acted v«‘ry slowly, and as 
if the whoit‘world was no more tlian Westminster; that 
the King was very tblatitry too in his ri'solutiouH, which 
wtiH a gn'Uf pn'judiee fii bimiuess at a time wlu'u it so 
mu<’li re(|iured {iespateh. He said there was a necessity 
of acting witli so iimny fooln; that they only were wise 
wlu) laul nothing to dt»; and luriher that he lu'ard some 
Irish were landed in Set u land, bttt that nation would 
ns'clve thmii very ennlly; tlmf nothing was to be appre- 
hendi’d luae on .luiiu'''’*' uee<mu(,bnt ftom the army whie.h 






454 THE MEMOIES OF 

would be disposed of abroad, and others raised at home 
or sent for from Holland ; that if he came not very soon he 
would be disappointed of that hope. He further concurred^ 
with me in one thing, which was, that the Earl of Dauby had 
got the government of Hull as a place of retreat, and 
whereby to make his terms, should there be any change 
of times. He told me besides that he feared more the 
danger of King Wilham’s cough, which increased upon 
him, than any other. I confess I did a little temporise in 
these things, it not being convenient to be too open with a 
privy councillor, and so great a minister especially, hav¬ 
ing used a freedom of that kind before with his lordship to 
no purpose, and having a little pretension at that time in 
which I wanted his lordship’s assistance. However, when¬ 
ever he asked me my opinion, I dealt truly with him. 

April 11 was the day of the coronation of King 
William and Queen Mary, performed with great splen¬ 
dour according to the usual ceremonies. The procession 
to the Abbey of Westminster was very regular, but not 
attended by so many of the nobility as when the two last 
kings were crowned. The House of Commons were 
taken great care of in this'solemnity, had a side of West¬ 
minster Hall prepared for them to see it, another place 
in the Abbey to see their Majesties crowned, and several 
tables prepared and covered with all sorts of meat, where 
they dined by themselves. Only some friends were 
admitted amongst them, and I amongst others, which 
gave me a good opportunity to see and observe all. The 
Bishop of London crowned the King and Queen, assisted 
by the Bishop of Salisbury (the late Doctor Burnet), who 
preached the coronation sermon, and by two others. 

April 14, which was my birthday, I humbly thanked 
God for preserving me through so many dangers till the 
55th year of my age, and begged of Him to lead the 
lemainder of my life better than I had hitherto done. 
That day I was with the Lord Privy Seal, where the 
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Bishop of SuUshury couiing in, arraigned the slowness of 
the House ofComnuiUs in tiuur })roceedings, and said the 
Dulch would agret' with hVauce if they (lid not mend 
their paee. lie laid tlu‘ fault ehii'fly on the Chureh of 
Kiighmd parly, and spoke as if they designed the advan¬ 
tage of King James and Ids serviei* by it. My Lord 
Privy Seal agreed with him therein, said they haled the 
Dutch, and had ra,tlu-r turn papists than take in the 
Presbyterians amongst tliem; that the Presbyterians 
hated the Uhureh of haigland men as mueh; and spoilt 
tiieir own busim'ss by the ill preparing of their bill of 
comprehension and the untinudy oUering of ollu'r l)ills 
and matters in both fhaises to disohlige tliose from 
whom they »'Xpeeted this imlnlgeiiei*. Tiny vvaTc botli 
angry at tlu- address made to the King hy the ('ommons 
the day Indbre, that iu‘ wouhl support and dehaid the 
Church of Ikiglund aeeording to his former deelurutiou, and 
that he would please to call a eonvoeatiou of llu‘. clergy, 
vvhieh latter they said would min the design of eoni[)r(^- 
hension. In line*, the marquis Niid that tin* govermueiit 
wtaild he very .Hhortli\ed, at iIuh raltx 

King James eoniimu-d nil* this while in Ireluiid, tiui 
kirk parly in t^eotlnnd eontinning to oppom* him in the 
(;oHvenlion, they having deelnred the tliroiie \‘aeant of 
that kiiigdian. after came tlie news that they had 

voted King William and tlueim Mary King and Ciueeii of 
Beothmd, that they hsul turned tin*name ofeonvenlion into 
that of a I’urliament, hud invited tlu^ English forees that 
were up(»n the borders info that kingd{»m, to b(! reiidy to 
aasist them in any atfempf of King James or his frieuds; 
but had prepared several eoiidilions or grievuueeH for the. 
King to puss, one of whteh was, llinl episeopuey should 
l)!‘ no hniger eHlablisluHi in Beothmd, and that thi^ King 
iheri'td should be of the Presbyterian religion. Tin; 
castle of Kdiuburgh, commanded hy the iJuke of (Jor¬ 
don, held out still. 
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At liome the Parliameut voted a poll and other 
money to be raised. The Commons made an address to 
the King to declare war against Trance, and promised to 
stand by him in a parliamentary way. Great heats hap¬ 
pened between the two Houses concerning the bill for 
taldng the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, the Lords 
being willing to excuse the bishops, because they knew 
that several of them would lose their bishoprics rather 
than take them, and the Commons urging that all persons 
should take them without distinction. There passed both 
Houses the bill of toleration for all Protestant dissenters, 

April 21. The King gave a favoiurable answer to the 
address for supporting the Church of England, and for 
calling a convocation. 

Apil 25. The King gave an answer to the Com¬ 
mons’ address to him for making war with Prance, 
whereui he told them that he complied with their re¬ 
quest, since the King of Prance had begun the war, in a 
manner, himself; and whatever money they gave should 
certainly be laid out to that end. 

April 26. Desiring my Lord Halifax to. do a kind¬ 
ness for me to the King, he told me that he was informed 
that I had discoimaged iny lieutenant to serve King 
Wilham, and that I was therefore looked upon as dis¬ 
affected. ‘ It is true,’ said he, ‘ you and I speak our 
thoughts freely one to another, but I know you are too 
wise to open yourself (should you have such thoughts) to 
such people.’ I replied that, though I was guilty of 
follies, yet his lordship had seldom found me in so gross 
ones as that; and it would be very unfit doctrine for me 
to preach to another, who acted contrary to it myself, 
and kept my employment. ‘ But,’ said I, ‘ if your lord- 
ship have a mind to believe it, that you may think me 
unfit for that which I ask of you to do for me, I have no 
more to do but to acquiesce.’ He told me no; I knew 
how willing he was to servo me, and he had only told me 
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lliis ill IViiMitlslup ; tliut lu> wduIcI (Ind out wlieiuie it came, 
and pfuvi‘ houic liiiitH, uh if he HuspiH'tcd that it cainc from 
the lord of Dauby (latoly made I^lanpius of Cavmartlien, 
amongst many otlu'ra tluai promoted to new hououra). I 
sakl, wlioever aaitl it, that it was false. ‘ But,’ said I, ‘if 
your lordship please, you may give a spt't'dy remedy to 
such as[K'rsioiis as those? if your lordslii[) would tell the 
King that it is not pi»sible tbr num that have had bo con¬ 
siderable a post us I hud under the. late government to 
live without som«‘ baok friends; but your lordship know 
me HO well that you woukl undertake for me and my 
heluiviour. 1 am suri? it would wipi' away all jealousies.’ 
In fuie, he told me In- was very willing to do it, and to 
see if hi‘ eouhl got tlu» Kings promise in what I (h'sire.d. 
The truth is, I Ibimd if very hard for one that did not 
heartily and early etane into tin* present govi'rnment to 
live either in tc»wn or eountry without eensiire,and found 
it advisable to uei’i'pt of what my Lord I’rivy Beal Inul 
ollereil to nu' at my lirsl etmiing to town (if it could be 
obtaineii), whieh was to be simt envoy to some foreign 
pritUH', and this was thul wliieli I had de.sired his lonb 
ship to etfeet for me. He promised to get me a general 
promise, if ptwsihle, to go to sonii* plaee, but tlu‘ govern- 
nunit was us yet so blile owned abroml, that there was 
not nnieh room for thul kind t)f servic'u for llie present. 
This thtlny pleased me more (providcnl T had hut a pro¬ 
mise) than a nmre spetnly deMpnIeli. T had time by it to 
see how thingH frumeii Iwfnre I embarkisl in any sort of 
business (though this wfw the most innoeeut), and the? 
expectation of it gave me a proitH’tion from being looked 
upon as an enemy to tin* g«»\4'rnmtitt. Ilis ha'dsliip dis- 
Biuuletl nut uLo tlicn fomi gointf down as yet, it being 
dangeroiiH till the King was HutiHlled eoueerning me, 
especially now when the Xnrth was hmked upon as the 
nest of the mahamtenm, and gavj* me sianc* other nai.sons 
to slay a little huigm*. I ‘«:iid. whatever liuppened, I 
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coiild not stay long from my family and business, and 
therefore desired him to speak for me as soon as he could. 
He bade me come and dine with him the next day, which 
I did. We then talked this matter over again, and much 
to the same effect. 

A sad accident happened at this time, which gave 
great occasion of discourse. One Temple (only son to 
Sir Wnham Temple, a gentleman of 2,000/. a year) 
having married a French lady with 20,000 pistoles, a 
very accomphshed and sober yoimg man, and lately made 
Secretary of War (which was a great place) by King 
Wilham, took a pair of oars, and when he came near the 
bridge upon the Thames leaped into the river and drowned 
himself, leaving a note in the boat to this purpose : ‘ My 
folly in undertaking what I could not perform, whereby 
some chsadvantages have accrued to the King, is the cause 
of this. I wish him success in his undertakings, and that 
be may have a better servant.’ It is a dangerous thing 
for some constitutions to give themselves over too much 
to melancholy or discontent. God keep us fr"oin the sad 
effects of it! 

April 27. I dined with the Earl of Ailesbury, who 
was a true subject to King James, and when at his re¬ 
quest I had given him an account of the manner how 
York was surprised, he told me that he was present a 
little before the King went away, when one told him (but 
who it was he had forgot) that it was beheved that I was 
acquainted with the conspiracy, and suffered myself 
willingly to be confined, but that the King did not seem 
to give ear to it. I told his lordship if that had been so 
I had been restored to my government before now; and 
as the knave who said it could not know me, so the King 
knew me too well to believe it. 

The Farhament went on in raising of money, and 
upon terms and persons that were much disobliged. 
There was a very strict poll, whereby almost nobody 
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imyiiig mon' ur Iv'^h Mivr .siu'h as raccivod alms, 
aiul tha tHnn|ni(a(i^»ti laniM’utiHl tu in tlu‘ House was no 
less tliHU four iniliii»ns Inr mu* yoar ; tlu‘ ])uv t)!’ the army 
for that time IJIHhtHH)/., flio Hoot UnooilOO/., for the 
ehiireo ef the oiniii m* Imu'^ehohl liU0,{H)l)/., aiul the 
debUo llulhual 

May 5, The Martpsin of Halifax toUl me that the 
Maripiis of (Airmaninto tlu' country, pro- 
teiuliiig ti> he Hek» nml .*^eh!om comit»o to (‘uuncil, gave 
new jcahnwcH t»f him ; ilia! he heard he hiul said that things 
could not coiilimie line-*;, lluit Im reluliouH mul IVimidsspoke 
dimgnrously and himself very ofandy; that ht' found the 
new miirtpus wnuld not In* inuard with him or he his friend; 
that he still l«»ohed upon him the enuse that lu^ had 
not the Lortl'ri'enHiis air, lltough hediil not altogi'ther 

diwTve it. For of all men the King would never have 
pat him into ilia! ollirr, in*r, mileed, into any otlu*r vmy 
coUHulernhIe nt ihi-^ lim«\ In- wotdd find if thitigs eon- 
tinned fair till S-pleinher. I lieanl .Hjmie thitigs, whieh I 
told «iV Ford Tw) t^i*.d» whieh pave ground to suspeel 
iny Lor«l rre»*tdriif trro-Miiirnlrd. As (o himself, his 
lordship tolil nie liefoiuid the Kmg lery fair ftjwnrds him 
pcrsomdly, and he had i! fiom third hands that his ex- 
pnWtons were kind of han hehind his hark ; for he gave 
liim few troiihlr.s riilwr upon hin own t»r other peoples’ 
aceounU and liie Ford rreHidfiii was ronstmitly impor- 
tuning him. I look ii|»ai ilial the eonfulenee to say that 
1 did not know whai ihiti lord font \\ith the King hy it, 
Init he gained mip'li iipon oilin-H; for if was gene nilly 
Biiid that HO lofil mads- it Ioh IniHiiirsH to do good olhees 
for \m <-taiiilrynii'» hnf my I^oul IVrstdeni (for indeed 
I laid fotmil my l.**id Ihny .Snik ihoiiglt thus very 
free with nic, *ih»w in inf errs! ing hiiiiself at) 

fur for im* as I rxperi-i'ili Hi-'-i |*frd'*iiip foki !iic furtlu'r 
that the KiiigF maerr-.-ahh-iwe* |i\!ijg Mti Ilf Hamplon 
C’oiirt altogrihrr, aiid .il -o a.* !i\** a fiior, rnincil nil husi 
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ness. That he had desired him to lie sometimes in town, 
and his answer was that it was not to be done except he 
desired to see him dead; which, said my lord, was a veiy 
short answer. But this entertainment ended in this, that 
it was his lordship’s opinion that if the King overlived 
this summer, which he thought he might, notwithstanding 
his consumptive distemper, if he were not killed by the 
papists, the government would scarce be shaken, though 
it should devolve upon the Queen singly. He said, how¬ 
ever, the concern of his family should make him act with 
as much moderation as Avas possible, and therefore he 
took no great nor additional places, no honours, or blue 
ribbons, as others had done. 

The next day I was to go to Hampton Court to meet 
his lordship, to present me to the King before I went into 
the country ; and he repeated his promises of doing for 
me what he could, but said it was discretion to let two or 
three months pass before I pressed the thing too much, to 
see what became of things.^ 

^ With, these words are the Memoirs abruptly terminated. Death seized 
the writer of them somewhat suddenly soon after they were written, for 
the inscription on Reresby’s monument in Thrybergh church states that 
he died on the 12th May, 1G89. A few words may be added about the fate 
of his descendants. William, the eldest son, who succeeded to his father’s 
title and estates, ruined the family by the most profligate extravagance. 
Thoreshy, in his History of Leeds^ alludes to Sir William, then still alive, 
ns a baronet ‘who had an estate of 1,700Z. per annum and 4,000Z. in monies 
left him by his father, but spent it all upon bad company,’ (we cannot quote 
Thoresby’s exact expression); ‘ that he has not one hundred a year left’ 
A later account says that he died in extreme want—a tapster in the Fleet 
prison. Thrybergh was sold to John Savile, of Methley, Esq. in 1706. Of 
Tamworth, the second son, little is known beyond the publication by him, 
in 1721, of a volume entitled A Miscellany of Inyenio%is Tlmiykts and B-e- 
Jlections, in Prose and Verse, ^-e. Leonard, the youngest sou, ultimately 
succeeded to the baronetcy. There is a monument to him in Thrybergh 
Churcli, showing that he died in August 1748, aged sixty-nine. With him 
the male line of this most ancient family became wholly extinct. 
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